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Private  Frank  Beebe ,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 
Private  William  Mitchell,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 
Private  William  Mitchell,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 
Corporal  William  O'  Dell,  Company  “A,”  5th  Cavalry. 
Private  William  Scott,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infautry. 
Farrier  Thomas  Martin,  Company  ‘‘A,”  5th  Cavalry. 
Private  Patrick  Byurne,  Company  “D,”  4th  Infantry. 
Private  Andrew  Kaoanagh ,  Company  “F,"  4th  Infantry. 
Private  John  Itieder,  Company  “D,”  4th  Infantry. 

Private  William  Ri/an,  Company  “K,”  4th  Infantry. 
Corporal  Louis  Schaaf,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 
Private  William  D.  Bendell,  Company  “F.1'  4th  Infantry. 
Private  George  W.  Ernest,  Company  ‘'B/’Ith  Infantry. 
Private  Hiram  Banks,  Company  “A,”  5th  Cavalry. 


~PP> 
Pi  t- 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  Januarg  2,  1871. 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Lara¬ 
mie,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  204,  series 
of  1870  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  Franklin 
F.  Flint,  4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Wiliam  If.  Powell, 
4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st  Private  Frank  Beebe,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  per\pd  qf  ,five.piont]is,  jypajing  a  ball  of  twenty-four 
pounds  weight  attschejl  ie*h»*ieft>*le)g  fcj'a*  eliain  six  feet  long:  and 
to  forfeit  to  the  United* Sfatei  teif  dollars* pel  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  for  the  same.*perM^.I»/I  *.  .*  *  •  .* 

The  proceedings, *Jfiji(ii8gs;a!5l  case  are  approved 

and  confirmed,  and  thq  septeqee  yjlj  bp  duljr  executed.  A  twelve- 
pound  ball  will  betused  iijsleacf  of  «*t\£enty!(i>ur  pound  ball. 


2d.  Private  William  Mitchell,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 

Chakge — Perjury,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty, 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  United  States' 
service;  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding 
General  of  the  Department  may  designate  for  the  period  of  three 
years. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  one  year.  The  peniten¬ 
tiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place  of  confine¬ 
ment  for  the  prisorer,  to  which  place  he  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

3d.  Private  William  Mitchell,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Piivate  William.  Mitchell,  Company 
“F,”  4th  Infantry,  a  regularly  mounted  member  of  the  post  guard, 
and  duly  posted  as  sentinel  on  No.  li  post,  did  fail  to  challenge  the 
relief  between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  a.  m.,  on  the  fith  of  September, 
1870,  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T. 

Chakge  2 — Sleeping  on  post,  in  violation  <  f  the  4tith  Article  of 
War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  five  months,  wearing  a  ball  of  twenty-four 
pounds  weight  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  six  feet  long,  and 
to  lorfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  per 
month  for  the  same  poj-ied;’!  .**!  I  ! 

lhe  proceedings,  fin(!ing$,!a/id  £eiftaue»2it  this  case  are, approved 
and  confirmed,  and.  thp  senteyee.wi|J.be#duly  executed.  The  ball 
will  be  twelve  instep  ’V'T^fTou’vpiiuIi^sVo  tfYfeht. 

4th.  Corporal  William  "(/Dell,  Co'mpany  M,’’  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  Ihiiy*.  *  *7  : 
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Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Corporal  William  O’  Dell,  Compa¬ 
ny  “A,”  5th  Cavalry,  being  the  non-commissioned  officer  placed  in 
charge  of  the  guard  over  the  cavalry  stables,  did  so  far  neglect  his 
duties  as  to  permit  his  guard,  together  with  himself  to  be  fastened 
tip  in  the  room  set  apart  for  the  said  guard  near  the  cavalry  stables, 
and  did  fail  to  make  any  response  to  the  sentinel  over  the  cavalry 
stables,  after  he  (the  sentinel)  had  called  in  a  loud  tone  for  the  cor¬ 
poral  of  the  guard  twice.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  between 
the  hours  of  3  and  4  o’clock  a.  m.,  October  12th,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  Corporal  William  O'Dell,  Company 
“A,”  5th  Cavalry,  being  on  duty  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  cav¬ 
alry  stables,  did  fail  to  appear  himself,  or  turn  out  his  guard  when 
the  Grand  Hounds  was  announced:  and  who,  when  the  officer  of  the 
day  succeeeed  in  having  the  guard  room  opened,  was  discovered  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  floor  apparently  asleep,  this  at  Fort  Laramie  W.  T., 
between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  o’clock  a.  m.,  October  12th,  1870. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  specification  — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Fix  dint. — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  by  striking  out  the 
words  ‘did  so  far  neglect  his  duty  as  to  permit  his 
guard,  together  with  himself  to  be  fastened  up  in  the 
room  set  apart  for  the  said  guard  near  the  cavalry 
stables.’ 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence. — To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  under  the  first  specifi¬ 
cation  arc  disapproved,  the  Judge  Advocate  having  omitted  through 
inadvertence  to  connect  the  accused,  by  any  testimony,  with  the 
offense  therein  alleged.  In  view  of  this  fact,  and  the  belief  that  the 
prisoner's  neglect  was  the  result  of  great  fatigue,  and  will  probably 
not  occur  again,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  five  dollars 
of  his  pay.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  William  Scott,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infan  ry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  4(»th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Desertion. 

Pi  ea— Not  Guilty.  ‘ 


Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  ‘2d  charge — Guilty,  striking  out 
the  words  ‘desert  the  same  at,’  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  ‘absent  himself  from,’  and  striking  out 
the  words  ‘surrendered  himself,'  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  ‘returned.’ 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty  of  desertion,  but  guilty 
of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due:  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  forfeiture  of  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  beyond  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  and  dishonorable  discharge. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

(>th.  Farrier  Thomas  Martin,  Company  “A,”  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentia¬ 
ry  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department  may  designate, 
for  the  period  of  one  year. 

In  this  case,  the  prisoner's  neglect  of  precaution  against  detection, 
his  voluntary  confession  of  guilt  to  the  owner  of  the  stolen  clothing, 
and  his  general  demeanor  during  the  events  in  question  favor  the 
supposition  that  he  was,  as  he  alleges,  insane  with  previous  drink¬ 
ing  at  the  time,  and  had  neither  control  nor  knowledge  of  his  acts. 
This,  perhaps  might  have  been  made  clearer  had  the  witnesses  he 
named  in  his  spoken  defence  been  examined  by  the  Court  to  this 
point.  As  it  is,  the  reviewing  authority  is  inclined  to  give  the 
prisoner  a  chance  to  redeem  his  character  by  a  mitigation  of  his 
sentence,  laking  into  consideration  the  three  months  he  has  al¬ 
ready  been  in  confinement,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  six  months 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be 


serving,  and  forfeiture  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.  As 
modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Patrick  Byurne,  Company  “D,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Patrick  Byurne ,  Private  Com¬ 
pany  “D,”  4th  Infantry,  did  strike  and  otherwise  abuse  one  H.  S. 
Maynard,  Recruit  4th  Infantry,  and  did  threaten  the  life  of  said 
Maynard.  This  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Patrick  Byurne,  Private  Com¬ 
pany  “D,”  4th  Infantry,  did  strike  and  otherwise  abuse  one  H.  S. 
Maynard,  Recruit  4th  Infantry,  and  did  threaten  ihe  life  of  said 
Maynard.  This  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  1'.,  on  or  about 
November  3d,  1870. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty  of  striking,  but 

not  guilty  of  the  remainder. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — \*ot  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  ‘and  did  threaten  the  life  of  said  Maynard .’ 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  two  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars 
per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed  at  the  post 
where  the  prisoner’s  company  may  be  serving. 

8th.  Private  Andrew  Kavanagh,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War.” 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  7th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  Andrew  Kavanagh,  Com¬ 
pany  “K,”  4th  Infantry,  having  been  tied  to  prevent  fighting,  did 
threaten  the  life  of  Lieutenant  A.  IF.  Greeley .  5th  Cavalry,  com¬ 
manding  detachment  of  recruits,  and  did  also  use  threats  of  bodily 
violence  to  him  and  to  the  guard  placed  over  him. 

This  on  the  U.  P.  llailroad,  between  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  Chey¬ 
enne,  W.  T.,  btween  2  and  4  p.  tn.,  on  or  about  the  2d  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1870. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty,  but  ‘guilty  of  conduct 
to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  disei- 
pliee.’ 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  peni¬ 
tentiary,  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department  may  di¬ 
rect  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner's  inexperience  and  ignorance  as  a  sol¬ 
dier,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  he  committed  the  offenses, 
it  is  believed  the  ends  of  punishment  will  be  reached  by  a  some¬ 
what  milder  sentence.  The  sentence  is  therefore  mitigated  to  for¬ 
feiture  of  all  pay  and  allowances,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laun¬ 
dress,  for  the  period  of  ten  months,  and  confinement  at  hard  labor 
under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.  As  modified,  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


9th.  Private  John  Rieder ,  Company  “D,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Rieder,  Company 
“D,”  4th  Infantry,  being  in  confinement  in  the  post  guard  house, 
did,  without  just  cause  or  provocation,  abuse  the  sentinel  placed 
over  him.  Private  Conrad  Schmidt,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  by 
calling  him  a  ‘G — d  d — d  Dutch  son  of  a  b — h,’  or  words  to  that 
effect.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  evening  of 
November  25th.  1870. 

Pi.ka — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  Looted  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  William  Ryan,  Company  “K,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Ryan,  Company 
“K,”  4th  Infantry,  was  drunk  in  the  post  trader’s  store  at  Fort  Lar¬ 
amie,  W.  T.,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four  p.  m.,  on  the  26th 
day  of  November,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Ryan,  Com¬ 
pany  “K,”  4th  Infantry,  having  been  ordered  to  his  quarters  by  his 
company  commander,  Captain  William  S.  Collier,  4th  Infantry, 
did  reply  in  an  impudent  and  insubordinate  tone  ‘I  don’t  know 
where  my  quarters  are’  or  words  to  that  effect.  All  this  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  November  1870. 


Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plka — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
aud  confirmed,  and  the  seutence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Corporal  Louis  Schaaf,  Company  “F,’’  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Corporal  Louis  Schaaf,  Company 
“F,”  4th  Infantry,  did  join  in  a  disturbance  in  the  quarters  of  his 
company  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  Nov¬ 
ember,  1870.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  date  above  spec¬ 
ified. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Corporal  Louis  Schaaf  Company 
‘•F,”  4th  Infantry,  did  take  part  in  a  disgraceful  disturbance  in  the 
quarters  of  his  company,  and  did  interfere  with  Corporal  Michael 
McLaughlin,  of  same  company,  while  he,  the  said  Corporal  Michael 
McLaughlin,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  was  in  the  proper  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  duties,  attempting  to  arrest  Private  William  D.  Ben- 
dell,  Company  “F,  4th  Infantry,  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  said 
disturbance.  This  in  the  quarters  of  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry, 
at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  day  of  November, 
1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st.  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier,  and 
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to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved;  and  the 
sentence,  although  too  lenient  for  the  offense  committed  by  the  pris¬ 
oner,  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  William  D.  Bendeli,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  I — In  this,  that  Private  William  D.  Bendeli ,  Com¬ 
pany  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  did  excite  a  disturbance  amongst  certain 
enlisted  men  of  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  and  did  take  part  in 
said  disturbance  in  the  company  quarters  of  Company  “F,”  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  night  of  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1870. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  time  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  William  D.  Bendeli,  Com¬ 
pany  “F,"  4th  Infantry,  did  strike  Corporal  McLaughlin  of  Com¬ 
pany  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  while  he,  the  said  Corporal  Michael  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  Company  “F,”  4th  Infantry,  was  in  the  proper  discharge 
of  his  duties  attempting  to  quell  a  disturbance  in  the  quarters  of  “F,” 
Company,  4th  Infantry,  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the 
night  of  the  30th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  ten  months;  and  to  be  confined  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but,  believing  that  some  degree  of  clemency  would  have  a  good 
effect  in  this  case,  the  reviewing  authority  reduces  the  term  of  con¬ 
finement  to  three  months.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

13th.  Private  George  W.  Ernest,  Company  “B,”  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea — To  the  Specification  1st  charge — Guilty 
To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 
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To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  three  months;  to  be  confined  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  same  period,  and  to  be  required  to  perform  such  duties 
as  clerk  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  his  regimental  commander; 
at  all  other  times  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  general  prisoners. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
In  the  belief  that  Private  Ernest  will  profit  by  the  lesson  he  has  re- 
ceived,  and  will  redeem  his  character  by  good  behavior  and  sobriety 
in  the  future,  the  confinement  is  mitigated  to  twenty  days.  The 
sentence  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  Hiram  Banks,  Company  “A,’’  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty  by  striking 
out  the  words  ‘one  carbine  cartridge  box,  one  sabre- 
belt  and  plate,  two  saddle-blankets  (blue,)  two  bri¬ 
dles,  curb,’  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  words 
‘one  saddle-blanket,  one  bridle,  curb.’ 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as 
the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department  may  direct  for  the 
period  of  three  years. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  peni¬ 
tentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place  of  con¬ 
finement  for  the  prisoner,  to  which  place  he  will  be  conducted  un¬ 
der  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  ol  this  order. 
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II.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  204,  series  of  1870, 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Franklin  F.  Flint , 
4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  William  H.  Powell ,  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


a.  c.  m. 


1.  Private  Thomas  Steward ,  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Edward  S.  Kelly ,  Company  “F,M  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Julius  Wink,  Company  “B,"  7th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Tkaddens  W.  Johnson,  Company  “M,”  2d  Cavalry. 

5.  Sergeant  Heavy  Wilson,  Company  “M,"  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  John  Shea,  Company  “M,”  2d  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Charles  Feltham,  Company  “C,”  2d  Cavalry. 
Sergeant  Jesse  G.  B.  Hill .  1 

8.  Corporal  William  Scott,  l  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 
Private  John  J.  Kelly.  J 

9.  Kecruit  George  Barker,  7th  Infantry. 

10.  Private  Terrance  O'Brien ,  Company  “C,"  9th  Infantry. 

1 1.  Private  Silas  T  llilchie .  Company  ‘‘E,”  2d  Cavalry. 

12.  Recruit  John  E.  Gabriel,  2d  Cavalry. 

13.  Private  Edward  Holiske,  Company  “K,”  9th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  Joseph  Bell,  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

15.  Private  Ernest  Heise,  Company  “G,”  14th  Infantry. 

16.  Musician  Thomas  H.  Grogan ,  2d  Cavalry. 

17  Private  William  Janke,  Company  “K,”  9th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  4,  1871. 


I..  Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha  Bar¬ 
racks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  226.  series 
of  1870.  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  First  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Fowler,  2d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Private  Thomas  Steicard,  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 


Pi.ea — Guilty. 


Fikdi  no— Guilty. 


Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  year;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
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all  pay  and  allowances,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  that 
are  now  due  or  may  become  due?  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time 
to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  period  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  nine  months. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d  Private  Edieurd  S.  Kelly ,  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

Chakgk — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea—  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  fifteen  dollars  per  month  ofhis  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of 
two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Juliu s  Wink,  Company  “B,”  7th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  year;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
all  pay  and  allowances,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  that 
are  now  due  or  may  become  due;  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time 
to  bo  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  six  months.  As  modi¬ 
fied,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Thadde vs  W.  Johnson,  Company  “M,”  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  pe¬ 
riod  ol  three  months,  and  to  carry  a  log  weighing  twenty-four  pounds 
every  alternate  hour  from  reveille  to  tattoo  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  prisoner's  plea  of  guilty  saves  the  proceedings 
from  being  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  irregularity,  as  the  specifica¬ 
tion  alleges  neither  time  cor  place.  The  sentence  is  modified  to 


3 

read — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  tbe  guard  for 
three  months — and  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  executed. 

ath  Sergeant  Henry  Wilson,  Company  “M,”  ‘2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  !— Absence  without  leave. 

C  it  Alton  2 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Kixmxu — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  soldier. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  John  Shea,  Company  “M,”  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Fishing- — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
stable  guard  of  his  company  for  the  period  of  thirty  days;  during 
the  first  seven  days  of  which  time  to  carry  a  log  of  wood  weighing 
twenty-four  pounds,  from  stable  call  until  tattoo. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  long  service  and  generally  excellent 
character,  the  sentence  is  remitted.  It  is  believed  that  the  prison¬ 
er’s  future  conduct  will  show  this  act  of  clemency  not  to  have  heen 
misplaced. 

7  th.  Private  Charles  Fell  ham,  Company  “C,”  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  I — Violation  ot  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  O'Jth  Article  of  War. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  Feltham,  Com¬ 
pany  “C,”  2d  Cavalry,  on  being  ordered  by  1st  Sergeant  E.  J.  Car * 
penter,  Company  “C,”  2d  Cavalry,  to  go  to  the  post  guard  house, 
did  say — “You  and  Fowler,  (meaning  1st  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Fowler , 
2d  Cavalry,)  can  go  to  hell,  you  can't  hurt  me.”  This  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  25th  of  November,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  Feltham,  Com¬ 
pany  “C,”  2d  Cavalry,  did,  whilst  being  taken  to  the  post  guard 
bouse  by  Sergeant  John  R  Frail,  and  Corporal  Edward  Howard 
of  Company  “C,”  2d  Cavalry,  and  in  the  presence  of  other  enlisted 
men,  use  the  following  disrespectful  and  abusive  language  to  his 
military  superior,  1st  Sergeant  E.  J.  Carpen'er,  Company  “C,”  2d 
Cavalry,  then  in  the  performance  of  his  military-duty — “You  are  a 
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dirty  son  of  a  b — h.”  This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or 
November  25th  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  Feltham,  Com¬ 
pany  “C,”  2d  Cavalry,  did,  when  in  front  of,  and  near,  the  regiment¬ 
al  and  post  adjutant's  office,  and  in  presence  of  the  Sergeant  Major. 
2d  Cavalry,  and  other  enlisted  men  say — “General  Palmer  is  a  son 
of  a  b — h,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb., 
on  or  about  the  25th  November,  1870. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
although  the  specification  under  the  first  charge  is  so  unskilfully 
drawn  as  scarcely  to  warrant  a  conviction  under  that  charge.  This 
would  not  have  happened,  had  the  charges,  afier  their  first  return 
for  revision  and  correction,  to  the  officer  who  drew  them,  been  re¬ 
turned  to  these  Headquarters  for  re-examination;  as  should  be  done 
in  all  cases. 

Sergeant  Jesse  G.  B.  Hill,  | 

8th.  Corporal  William  Scot/,  >  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

Private  John  J.  Kelly,  j 

Cuakge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  they,  Sergeant  Jesse  G.  H.  Hill,  Corporal 
William  Scott,  aud  Private  John  J.  Kelly,  all  of  Company  “F,1;  14th 
Infantry,  while  in  the  saloon  of  'J1.  Miliani,  did  rob,  or  assist  in  rob¬ 
bing  Private  Daniel  Sullivan,  Company  “B,”  2d  Cavalry.  All  this 
at  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1870. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  them. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved; 
the  prisoners  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9th.  Recruit  George  Barker,  7th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  nnder  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all 
pay  and  allowances  now  due.  or  that  may  become  due,  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service. 

In  this  ease,  the  voluntary  retnru  of  the  prisoner  justifies  a  miti¬ 
gation  of  the  sentence;  while  the  motives  which  led  him  to  desert, 
and  which  the  reviewing  authority  believes  to  have  been  truthfully 
stated  by  the  prisoner,  still  further  justify  it. 

The  sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  three 
months;  and  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  for  the 
same  period.  As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  Terrance  O'Brien ,  Company  “C,’‘  9th  infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  bard  labor  under  charge  ol  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  carrying  a  log  weighing  tweu- 
tv-four  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  from  reveille  until  tattoo  during 
that  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  log  will  be  carried  as  directed  by  the  sentence,  but  only  on  al- 
teuate  days.  As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  exeeted. 

11th.  Private  Silas  T.  Ritchie ,  Company  “E,'’  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all 
pay  and  allowances  that  are  due  or  may  become  due,  except  the  just 
dues  of  the  laundress;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be  drum¬ 
med  out  of  the  service. 

In  this  case  the  reviewing  authority  is  not  quite  satisfied  with  the 
testimony  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  prisoner's  intention  to 
desert,  and  is  willing  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  The  sen¬ 
tence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  undercharge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  with  forfeiture  of  all  pay  and  allowances,  ex¬ 
cept  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same  period. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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12th.  Recruit  John  E.  Gabriel ,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Fix  disc — Not  guilty  of  desertion,  but  guilty  of' absence  without 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  Eduard  llolhke,  Company  4,K,”  !>th  In  fan.  try. 

Charge  1 — -Violation  of  the  4.3th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Edward  Holiske ,  Compa¬ 
ny  li,”  9th  Infantry,  being  duly  mounted  a  member  of  the  guard, 
did  allow  a  prisoner  consigned  to  his  charge  to  escape.  All  this  at 
Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Plea — -Not.  Guilty. 

Fixoixg— Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  carry  a  log  weighing 
twenty-four  pounds  each  alternate  hour  from  reveille  to  tattoo  for 
the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved. 
The  Court  finds  that  the  accused  did  not  lose  a  prisoner  entrusted 
to  his  care  on  the  day  alleged.  He  was  therefore  not  too  drunk  to 
do  his  duty,  though  doubtless  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  The 
sentence  is  modified  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  three  months; 
and  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  Joseph  Bell ,  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Charge  2— Desertion. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification — Tn  that  Private  Joseph  Bell,  Company  “F,”  14th 
Infantry,  having  escaped  from  confinement  while  a  prisoner  under 
charge  of  the  post  guard,  did  come  into  the  quarters  of  Company 
4‘F,*’  14th  Infantry,  dressed  in  citizen’s  clothing,  and  enquire  for  the 
1st  Sergeant  of  that  company  and  did  say — ‘‘I  want  to  shoot  the  s — t 
out  of  the  son  of  a  b — h,’’ — or  words  to  that  effect;  meaning  the  1st 
Sergeant  of  Company  “F,”  14th  Infantry. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks  on  or  about  the  28th  of  November,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may 
become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  military  prison  as  the  Command* 
ing  General  shall  designate  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  under  the  third  charge 
are  approved;  the  findings  under  the  first  and  second  charges  are 
disapproved.  The  proof  of  the  larceny  of  the  over-coat  is  insuffi¬ 
cient,  there  being  no  testimony  fastening  the  crime  upon  the  prison¬ 
er  except  that  of  finding  it  in  his  bunk.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
he  put  it  there,  and  with  a  felonious  intent,  but  there  is  nothing  to 
show,  satisfactorily,  that  he  did  so. 

It  is  shown  that  the  prisoner  escaped  from  the  guard  house,  but 
it  is  also  shown  that  he  returned  the  next  day  and  remained  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  in  the  company  quarters.  He  was  dressed  in  civil¬ 
ian’s  clothing,  it  is  trne,  but,  in  view  of  his  voluntary  return,  it  can 
scarcely  be  inferred  that  he  intended  to  remain  away. 

The  sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  six 
months,  and  forfeiture  of  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  for  the  same  period;  and  as  modified,  will  be  dtdy  executed. 

lath.  Private  Ernest  Ileise,  Company  “G,”  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Ernest  Heise,  Company  “G,” 
14th  Infantry,  having  been  duly  detailed  on  company  police,  did 
become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  to  be 
unable  to  perform  his  duty  in  a  proper  manner.  All  this  at  or  near 
Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  December  6th,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  month,  and  to  carry  n  log  weighing 
twenty-lonr  pounds  each  alternate  hour  from  reveille  until  retreat 
for  the  first  ten  days  of  the  same  period. 

In  this  case,  the  offense  might,  with  greater  technical  accuracy, 
have  been  laid  under  the  4oth  Article  of  War;  but  the  sentence  in¬ 
flicting  only  corporeal  punishment,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and 
sentence  are  approved,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

16th.  Musician  Thomas  II.  Grogan,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  aud  military 
discipline. 

Pi  ka — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  first  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances 
that  are  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  except  the  just  dues  of 
the  laundress  for  the  same  period;  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  disapprov¬ 
ed.  1  he  prisoner  pleads  guilty  to  the  charge  of  desertion  on  his 
arraignment,  but  declares  in  his  address  to  the  court  that  the 
thought  of  desertion  never  entered  his  mind.  Notwithstanding  this 
the  court,  without  taking  testimony  under  the  charge,  convicts  the 
prisoner. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  he  did  through  ignor- 
auce  of  the  forms  of  law;  and  that  his  statement,  rather  than  his 
plea,  should  be  taken  as  the  intelligent  act  of  his  mind.  The  Court 
should  therefore  have  re-opened  the  ease,  entered  a  plea  of  not  guil¬ 
ty,  and  directed  the  taking  of  testimony  under  the  charge.  (See 
Digest  of  opinions,  P.  280.)  The  prisoner  will  be  released  from 
confinement. 
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17th.  Private  William  Janice,  Company  “K,”  9ih  Infantry. 

Chauge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  he,  Private  William  Janice,  Company  “K,” 
9th  Infantry,  did,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  approach 
Sergeant  Arthur  Conroy,  Company  “K,”  9th  Infantry,  and  did  re¬ 
proach  him,  the  said  Arthur  Conroy,  in  a  bullying  manner  for  put¬ 
ting  recruits  in  his,  the  said  Janke's  bunk,  which  action  was  done 
by  Sergeant  Conroy  in  the  execution  of  his  duty;  and  did  dare  Ser¬ 
geant  Conroy  to  take  him  to  the  guard  house;  and  while  Sergeant 
Conroy,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  was  taking  him,  the  said  Jan- 
ke,  to  the  guard  house,  the  said  Janice  did  strike  the  said  Sergeant 
Conroy  a  severe  blow  in  the  face,  and  did  otherwise  resist  violently 
the  said  Sergeant.  This  at  Omaha  Barracks.  Neb.,  on  or  about 
the  20th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
and  the  sentence,  though  too  lenient  for  the  adequate  punishment 
of  the  offense,  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  226,  series  of 
1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Fowler,  2d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  16,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No  3. 


Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  breech  loading  muskets  now  in 
transit  to  infantry  companies  in  this  Department,  all  commanders 
having  in  their  possession  breech  loading  Springfield  muskets  of 
models  prior  to  1868,  serviceable  or  requiring  only  slight  repairs, 
will  ship  the  same  by  fast  freight  to  Major  S.  Crispin,  Ordnance 
Officer,  New  York  City;  freight  to  be  paid  by  Major  Crispin. 

Commanders  having  in  their  possession  unserviceable  muskets, 
pf  models  prior  to  1868,  of  any  pattern,  will  ship  the  same  to  Com¬ 
manding  Officer,  Ordnance  Depot,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 


Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 


'  : 


■  ' 


a.  <j.  m. 


1.  Private  Samuel  R.  Watkins,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Frederick  Myers,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

3.  Recruit  Sidney  P.  Oliver,  General  Service  U.  S.  Army. 

4.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson,  Company  1,  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Henry  Murphy,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  George  Roberts,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Warren  C.  Halstead,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Charles  Minum ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

9.  Private  Jo  Brown,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

10.  Private  John  Huff,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  John  Wilson,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  Richard  Kerins,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

13.  Private  William  M.  Walters,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  Timothy  Casey,  Company  F.  5th  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  17,  1871. 

GEXERAt.  ORDERS,  ) 

No  4.  1 


I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  McPher¬ 
son,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  7,  Special.  Orders  No.  220,  series ' 
of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  William  II. 
Emory,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Charles  H. 
Rockwell,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  Samuel  R.  Watkins,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi,ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  for¬ 
feit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  for  the 
same  period,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  duty  with  bis  company,  and  make  good  the  time  lpst  by 
desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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2d.  Private  Frederick  Myers ,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  3 — Violation  of  the  5th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  eight  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  prisoner’s  uniform  good  character,  and  the  fact  that 
this  is  his  first  offense,  the  forfeiture  of  pay  is  remitted.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Recruit  Sidney  P.  Oliver,  General  Service  U.  S.  Army. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  on  account  of  the  apparent  youth  and 
inexperience  of  the  accused. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  consideration  of  the  prisoner’s  voluntary  surrender,  the  forfeiture 
of  pay  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

4th.  Private  Alhtrt  W.  Johnson,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson,  Com¬ 
pany  1,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  regularly  posted  as  sentinel  over 
prisoners,  did  allow  Private  George  H.  Myers,  Company  I,  5lh  Cav¬ 
alry,  a  deserter  awaiting  sentence,  to  escape.  This  at  or  near  Fort 
McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  September,  1870. 

PlV:a— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — lobe  confiued  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  mouths;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months. 


The  Court  is  thus  lenient,  becanse  the  accused  has  already  suffer¬ 
ed  a  long  confinement  before  trial. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  long  confinement  of  the  accused,  and  the  difficulty  of 
his  maintaininga  secure  guard  over  the  prisoner  placed  in  his  charge, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  sentence  is  remitted.  Pri¬ 
vate  Johnson  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

5th.  Private  Henry  Murphy,  Company  M,  5tb  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence*— To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a.  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to 
forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  for 
the  same  period,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to 
be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company,  and  make  good  the  time  lost 
by  desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  length  of  time  the  accused  has  been  in  confinement 
the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  ‘‘three  months”  instead  of  “one 
year;”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  George  Roberts,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  ‘and  did  take  with  him  one  horse,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  valued  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  more  or  less,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  of  the  value  of  the  said 
horse.’ 
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gnard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  for  the  period  of  One  year,  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  dne  during ’the 
period  of  his  confinement,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and 
then  to  be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company,  and  make  good  the 
time-lost  by  desertion. 

'fhe  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence-will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Warren  C.  Halstead, 'Com pany  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Fixding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  for¬ 
feit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  dne  or  that  may  become  due  during^ 
the  period  of  his  confinement,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress; 
then  to  be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company,  and  make  good  the 
time  lost  by  desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  Charles  Minimi,  Company  F,  5fh  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  during  the 
period  of  his  confinement,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and 
then  to  be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company,  and  make  good  the 
time  lost  by  desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  Jo  Broun,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become  due  during  the  pe- 
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riod  r>f  his  confinement,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and 
then  to  be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company  and  make  good  the 
time  lost  by  desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved; 
but  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  read  '“six  months”  instead  of  “one 
year;”  and  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  John  Huff,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ka— Guilty. 

Finding-*— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  during  the 
period  of  his  confinement,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and 
then  to  be  returned  to  duty  with  his  company  and  make  good  the 
time  lost  by  desertion.’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  Jolin  Wilson,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  a  guard, 
wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit  all 
pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  for  the  same 
period,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  return¬ 
ed  to  duty  with  his  company  and  make  good  the  time  lost  by  deser¬ 
tion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  Richard  Kerins,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Cha  r  ge — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  for  the 
same  period,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be 


returned  to  duty  with  his  company,  and  make  good  the  time  lost  by 
desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  William  M.  Walters ,  Company  H,  !4t.h  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

•Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  to  for¬ 
feit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  for  the 
same  period,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be 
returned  to  duty  with  his  comp  my,  and  make  good  the  time  lost  by 
desertion. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  Timothy  Casey,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good -order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Timothy  Casey \  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  did  enter  a  har-room  in  the  town  of  North  Platte, 
Neb.,  and  there  without  cause  or  provocation  assault  and  strike  one 
Sylvester  Friend,  a  citizen,  and  when  remonstrated  with  did  further 
assault,  and  in  a  melee  that  ensued  did  violently  lay  hold  of,  and 
severely  bite  the  hand  of  the  aforesaid  Sylvester  Friend.  This  at 
North  Platte,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  November,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Timothy  Casey,  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  did  enter  the  drinking  saloon  of  one  Frank  Diet¬ 
erich,  a  citiztn  of  North  Platte,  Neb.,  and  when  requested  by  Mr. 
Dieterich  to  leave  the  premises,  he  being  about  to  close  the  saloon 
for  the  night,  did  refuse  to  leave,  and  did  thereupon  assault  and  tear 
the  clothing  of  the  said  Mr  Dieterich,  and  in  a  melee  that  ensued 
did,  with  a  knife,  cut  and  stab  the  aforesaid  Mr  Frank  Dieterich. 
All  this  to  the  disgrace  of  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
at  North  Platte,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  November,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Timothy  Casey,  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  was  so  noisy  and  boisterous  iu  his  company  quar- 


ters  after  taps  as  to  necessitate  liis  being  confined  in  the  guard 
house.  This  at  North  Platte,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1870. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty* 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st.  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  strike.’’ 

Of  the  2d  specifintion  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  with  a  knife  cut  and  stab  the  aforesaid 
Mr.  Frank  Dieterich 

Of  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Comji . 


Gr.  C.  M. 


1.  Sergeant  Herman  Niemetz,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  John  W.  Lawton ,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry 

3.  Private  James  Murphy,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Henry  C.  Alford,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

6.  Private  Frank  Halpin,  Company  B,  4th  Infantry. 

6.  Musician  Oscar  Pohle,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  18,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  5.  j 


I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp  Stam- 
baugb,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  224, 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  James 

S.  Brisbin,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  James  H. 
Spencer,  4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Sergeant  Herman  Niemetz,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Sergeant  Herman  Niemetz,  Company 
E,  14th  Infantry,  while  Sergeant  of  the  guard,  having  been  ordered 
(through  Corporal  John  Regan,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry,  Corporal 
of  the  guard,)  to  report  immediately  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  did 
fail  to  do  so,  but  went  to  his  tent  and  laid  down.  This  at  Camp 
Slnmbaugh,  W.  T.,  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1870. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — -Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  suspended  from  rank  as  a  sergeant  for  six 
months;  to  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  fifteen  days;  and 
to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  for  three  months. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  The  sen¬ 
tence  is  approved,  except  that  portion  which  reduces  the  prisoner 
from  a  sergeant  to  a  private,  for  six  months;  which  is  without  a  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  should  on  no  account  become  one. 


In  deference  to  the  earnest  recommendation  ot  the  members  of 
the  court,  and  trusting  that  Sergeant  Niemetz  will  profit  by  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  his  folly,  and  show  by  his  future  good  c.onduct,  a  wish 
to  obliterate  the  memory  of  what  appears  to  have  been  an  unaccus¬ 
tomed  blemish  upon  a  generally  excellent  military  record,  the  sen¬ 
tence  is  remitted, 

Sergeant  Niemetz  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  John  W.  Lawton,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  two 
months,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a 
chain  three  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fourteen  dollars 
per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence,  though  inadequate  to  the  offense, 
will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  James  Murphy,  Company  E,  14ih  Infantry. 

charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard 
labor  for  the  period  of  four  months,  and  to  forfeit  eight  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
except  that  portion  of  the  sentence  which  directs  a  forfeiture  of  pay, 
the  45th  Article  of  War  limiting  the  penalty  for  its  violation  to  cor¬ 
poreal  punishment.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

4th.  Private  Henry  C.  Alford,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 
Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Henry  C.  Alford,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  14th  Infantry,  did  twice  wilfully,  maliciously,  and  with 
malice  aforethought,  stab  with  a  knife  Private  August  Stenzel, 
Company  E,  14th  Infantry,  without  just  cause  or  provocation;  from 


which  stabbing,  inflicted  by  the  said  Private  Henry  C.  Alford ,  the 
said  Private  August  Stenzel  did  die  on  or  about  March  25th,  1870. 

This  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  on  or  about  March  23d,  1870. 

Pi.ka — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sextexoe — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States  with  the  loss  of  all  allowances,  and  all  accrued  since 
June  30th,  1870,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
Commanding  General  may  direct,  for  five  years. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  is  extremely  scanty,  but  confirms  in  the 
main  the  prisoner's  statement  in  defence.  He  is  shown,  as  he  states, 
to  have  been  peaceably  attending  to  his  work,  when  he  was,  with¬ 
out  provocation,  grossly  insulted  and  abused  by  Stenzel ,  who  was 
intoxicated  at  the  time.  The  prisoner  thereupon  requested  Stenzel 
to  go  away,  and  the  latter  did  so,  but  returned  immediately,  re-com¬ 
menced  his  abuse,  and  finally  attacked  the  prisoner,  pushing  him 
up  against  a  shelf.  The  prisoner  asserts  that  Stenzel  throttled  him 
till  he  could  not  speak,  that  he  could  not  shake  him  off,  and  that 
he  actually  feared  for  his  life.  He  therefore  felt  behind  him  for 
something  with  which  to  force  his  assailant  to  let  go;  and  his  hand 
lighting  on  his  knife,  he  struck  him  with  that.  Whether  his  account 
in  this  particular  be  true  or  not;  there  is  no  proof,  or  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  his  act  was  perpetrated  with  malice  aforethought,  or  with¬ 
out  provocation,  but  much  to  the  contrary.  The  only  witness 
who  saw  the  occurences,  testifies  that  Stenzel  let  go  before  the  pris¬ 
oner  struck  him  with  the  knife.  This  is  in  contradiction  to  the 
prisoner’s  account  of  the  fact,  and  in  general  would  be  held  of  suffi¬ 
cient  weight  to  decide  the  point.  The  witness  was  not  examined 
with  any  care  upon  this  matter  however.  The  statement  is  made 
incidentally,  and  no  pains  whatever  were  taken  to  bring  this,  the  most 
important  point  in  the  case,  to  the  attention  of  the  Court.  On  the^ 
other  hand,  the  prisoner’s  endorsement  in  nearly  all  the  particulars 
of  his  defence  by  the  evidence  of  the  prosecution;  his  own  confidence 
in  his  innocence,  as  shown  in  his  voluntary  return  to  his  regiment 
as  soon  as  it  was  in  his  power;  which  he  scarcely  would  have  done 
had  he  been  consciously  guilty  of  a  crime;  and  lastly  the  want  of  a 
motive  for  an  act  so  bloody  and  vindictive,  on  the  part  of  a  man 
sworn  to  be  not  of  a  quarrelsome  disposition;  unless  under  some  such 
circumstances  as  those  detailed  by  the  prisoner;  incline  the  De- 
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partment  Commander  to  place  great  confidence  ill  the  latter’s  state¬ 
ment  of  the  unfortunate  affair. 

The  conviction  of  the  prisoner  under  the  allegation  of  killing  Sten- 
zel,  rests  altogether  on  his  own  admission  that  Slenzel  died:  for  no 
evidence  to  that  effect  was  offered  by  the  prosecution,  nor  any  as  to 
the  dangerous  character  of  the  wound.  Indeed  there  is  no  proof 
whatever  that  SlenzeVs  death  in  fact  resulted  from  his  collision  with 
the  prisoner. 

On  the  several  grounds  presented  above,  and  believing  that  the' 
prosecution  has  failed  to  make  out  a  case  of  punishable  breach  of 
discipline — which  is  the  basis  of  the  present  trial — against  a  man 
defending  himself  from  a  violent  and  apparently  unprovoked  assault; 
the  findings  and  sentence  are  disapproved,  and  the  prisoner  will  be 
restored  to  duty. 

5th.  Private  Frank  Hatpin,  Company  B,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War.  ' 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United. States,  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months;  and  to  be  confined  under  charge 
of  the  guard  for  sixty  days.  . 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved: 

The  language  used  by  the  prisoner  was  disgraceful  in  the  ex? 
treme,  and  still  more  so  when  applied  by  a  soldier  to.  his  military 
superior.  In  view,  however,  of  the  confinement  already  suffered  by 
the  prisoner,  and  solely  on  this  account,  the  sentence  is  remitted! 

Private  Hatpin  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

6th.  Musician  Oscar  Polite ,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

.  Specification — In  this  that  he,  Musician  Oscar  Polite ,  Company 
E,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  having  had  his  name  put  on  his  company  sick  book  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  Post  Surgeon,  and  after  the  Surgeon  had  en¬ 
tered  in  the  company  sick  book  his  remarks  which  upon  being 
duly  announced  by  1st  Sergeant  P.  M.  Karigan,  Company  E.  14th 
Infantry,  to  the  men  whose  names  were  on  said  sick  book  as  to 
whether  they  were  marked  “Quarters,”  or  “Duty,”  and  the  said 
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Sergeant  Karigan,  having  informed  the  said  Musician  Oscar  Pohle, 
Company  E,  14th  Infantry,  that  he  was  for  duty,  did  reply  to  said 
Sergeant  Karigan — '‘You  are  a  d — d  nice  man,  you  told  the  Doctor 
not  to  take  me  on  the  sick  list,  and  the  men  inside,  (meaning  in  the 
hospital)  heard  you  say  so.”  The  said  Sergeant  Karigan  having 
told  the  said  Musician  Oscar  Pohle,  that  he  did  not  tell  the  Doctor 
so,  the  said  Musician  Oscar  Pohle,  did  reply — “Yes  you  did,  and  you 
can  *  *  *  and  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  the  said 

Sergeant  Karigan,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  did  jump  up  and 
draw  a  case-knife,  and  did  refuse  to  go  to  the  guard  bonse  until 
taken  there  by  Corporal  William  English,  Company  E,  14th  Infan¬ 
cy,  and  while  in  charge  of  said  Corporal  English,  did  say  to  said 
Sergeant  Karigan — “(1 — d  d — d  you,  I’ll  fix  you  yet.” 

This  at  Camp  Stambaugh,  W.  T.,  on  the  morning  of  the  lbth  of 
December,  1870. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  two  months, 
seven  days  of  each  month,  on  bread-and-water  diet;  and  to  forfeit 
ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

Iij  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  aed  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  charge  and  specification  are  not  carefully  drawn.  They 
were  not  referred  to  these  Headquarters  for  examination  as  should 
invariably  be  doue. 

II. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Stambaugh, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  224,  series  of 
1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  James  S.  Bris- 
bin,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  James  H.  Spencer , 
4lh  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

Br  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


Gk  C.  M. 

Camp  Douglas. 

1.  Private  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Eduard  Griffin,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Thomas  Fay,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  Joseph  Kerney,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry 

2.  Private  John  Burns,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Thomas  Conway,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  John  F.  Hippensteel,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Bugler  John  Burns,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  John  A.  Frehe,  Band,  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  James  McKeon,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

8.  Private  Edward  Mealy,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

9.  Private  Thomas  O'  Donnell,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

10.  Private  George  Stoll,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  Alley  Kane,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

12.  Private  George  B.  McCarthy,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

13.  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Fort  Fetterman. 

1.  Recruit  Peter  H.  Carr,  4th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Patrick  McAuliff,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Ralph  Brunswick,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry. 

4  Corporal  Charles  H.  Lang,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Richard  Mansfield,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry, 
li.  Private  James  McGuire,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Jesse  Pickering,  Company  E,  4th.  Infantry. 

8.  Private  Charles  H.  Fuller ,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

9.  Private  John  Ruslin,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska,  January  20,  1871. 

general  orders,  1 
No  G.  [ 


I...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders  No.  233, 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
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Robert  Nugent,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
Henry  C  Pratt ,  loth  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : — 

1st.  Private  Maurice  Fitzgerald ,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty.  .  . 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Edward  Griffin,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military  disci¬ 
pline. 

Specification — In  that  he,  Edward  Griffin,  a  Private  of  Company 
D,  2d  Cavalry,  having  been  duly  detailed  as  company  cook,  did 
refuse  to  perform  his  duties  as  such,  and  when  ordered  by  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  E.R.  Eneas,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry,  he  being  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  duty  at  the  time,  to  go  on  with  his  duty,  did  positively' 
refuse  to  do  so. 

All  this  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  December  15,  1870. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved; 
but  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  five  dollars  of  his 
pay  for  one  month  ;  and  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Privatp  Thomas  Fay,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Thomas  Fay,  a  private  of  Com¬ 
pany  E,  13th  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  and  riotous  in  his  com¬ 
pany  quarters,  and  did  strike  Private  Patrick  W.  Canty,  who  was 
lying  quiet  in  his  bunk;  and  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by 
Sergeant  James  Dillon,  of  Company  E,  13th  Infantry,  h.e  being  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty,  did  refuse  to  go,  and  did  resist  the  said 
Sergeant  James  Dillon  until  he  had  to  call  assistance,  and  did  con¬ 
tinue  to  resist  and  did  kick  in  the  breast  Sergeant  William  Patrick, 
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of  Company  E,  13th  Infantry,  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
aforesaid  Sergeant  James  Dillon,  and  did  repeatedly  call  Sergeant 
James  Dillon  “a  son  of  a  b — h,v  and  did  continue  so  to  abuse  until 
forcibly  taken  to  the  guard  house.  All  this  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Utah,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  two  months ;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D. 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  237, 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John 
D.  Devin.  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Charles 
IJ.  Warrens,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : — 

1st.  Private  Joseph  Kernel/,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  Uuited  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  per  month  for  three  months;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  where  his  company  may  be  serv¬ 
ing  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Burns,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Thomas  Conway,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 
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Pi.EA — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  John  F.  Hippensted ,  Company  B,  9lli  Infantry. 

Change — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — G  uilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United '  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  ihe  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Bugler  John  Burns ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Disorderly  conduct  in  quarters,  in  violation  of  the 
54th  Article  of  war. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  i  ivjudicc  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  he,  Bugler  John  Burns,  .Company  D,5'th 
Cavalry,  did  violently  resist  the  attempts  of  Corporal  Jacob  Widmer, 
Company  D,  5th  Cavalry,  to  bring  him  to  the  guard  house  he,  Cor¬ 
poral  Widmer,  being  at  the  time  in  the  proper  execution  of  his: 
duty. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  November  12,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  that  he,  Bugler  John  Burns,  Company  D,  5th 
Cavalry,  did,  when  told  by  Corporal  Jacob  Widmer,  Company  1),  5th 
Cavalry,  to  desist  from  abusing  Private  William  J.  Bose,  of  same 
Company,  make  use  of  the  following  words,  to-wit: — “You  are  a 
son  of  a  b — h,  if  you  take  it  up  for  him,” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  12th  day  of  November, 
1870. 

Plea — Guilty, 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


6th.  Private  John  A.  Frehe,  Band  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  —Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances* 
now  due  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  the  headquarters  of  his  regiment  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  four  months;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay,, 
per  month,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

In  view  of  the  painful  circumstances  which  incited  the  prisoner  to 
the  commission  of  his  crime,  the  confinement  and  forfeiture  of  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  are  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the: 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  James  McKeon,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Not  Guilt}-. 

To  the  Charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months  where  his  company  may  be 
serving. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  Edward  Healy,  Company  B,  9ih  Infantry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

'1  he  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 

Private  Healy,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9th.  Private  Thomas  O' Donnell,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

Ch  arc  e — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  guilty  of  desertion,  but  guilty  of  absence  without 
leave.  . 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fifteen  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  George  Stoll,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ciiarge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  George  S'oll,  Company  K,  5th 
Cavalry  did,  in  the  mess-room  of  his  company  at  dinner  hour,  raise 
a  table  knife  and  attempt  to  use  the  same  on  Private  Leon  Weitsau, 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  and  did  also  seize  a  crockery  bowl  from 
the  table  and  attempt  to  throw  the  same  at  Private  Leon  Weitsau, 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  without  any  just  cause  or  provocation 
whatever,  making  use  of  the  following  language — “You  w — 's  bas¬ 
tard,  I  will  cut  your  d — d  heart  out,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  December  8th,' 
1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  Stoll,  Company 
K,  5th  Cavalry,  on  being  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  Sergeant 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  did  refuse  to  obey 
said  order  by  saying — “I  won’t  go  with  you,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1870. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  two  months  ; 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fifteen  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay 
per  mouth,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  Alley  Kane,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis' 
cipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  bo  confined  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  De¬ 
partment  Commander  may  direct  for  the  period  of  one  year. 


Tn  this  case  the  prisoner  is  shown  to  have  taken  the  pistol  in 
question  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  its  owner,  and  to  have 
pledged  it  for  liquor.  This  was  an  offense  of  a  serious  nature  ;  for 
men  living  together  as  enlisted  men  do,  must  at  all  hazards  be  pro¬ 
tected  from  theft  at  the  hands  of  their  comrades. 

The  evidence  shows,  however,  it  is  thought,  that  the  prisoner  in¬ 
tended  from  the  first,  to  return  the  stolen  article,  for  he  made  no 
secret  among  his  friends  of  having  taken  it,  at  least  after  a  time,  and 
did  return  it  voluntarily  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  ;  redeeming  it  from 
pawn  as  soon  as  he  had  funds.  The  sentence  as  it  stands,  is  there¬ 
fore  regarded  as  severe,  and  in  view  of  the  prisoner's  manifest  pen¬ 
itence,  and  heeding,  moreover,  the  recommendation  of  the  Court,  it 
is  mitigated  to  imprisonment  in  the  guard  house  for  two  months, 
with  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  for  the  same 
period.  As  modified,  the  seutence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  George  B.  McCarthy,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — Inthis,tbat  Private  George  B.  McCarthy,  Company 
B,  14th  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  mess-room 
of  his  company,  and  did  use  obscene  and  abusive  language  to¬ 
wards  Sergeant  Francis  S.  Niles,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  and  on 
being  arrested  did  say  to  the  said  Sergeant  Niles,  Company  B,'  14th 
Infantry, — “Iwill  get  square  with  you  yet  for  I  will  shoot  you,  you 
d — d  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  1 1th  day  of  December, 
1870. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “I  will  get 
square  with  you  yet  for  I  will  shoot  you,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b — h.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  six  months  ;  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  by  a  six-foot 
chain,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  George  Stoll,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ciiarge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  George  Stoll,  Company  K,  5th 
Cavalry  did,  in  the  mess-room  of  his  company  at  dinner  hour,  raise 
a  table  knife  and  attempt  to  use  the  same  on  Private  Leon  Weitsau, 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  and  did  also  seize  a  crockery  bowl  from 
the  table  and  attempt  to  throw  the  same  at  Private  Leon  Weitsau, 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  without  any  just  cause  or  provocation 
whatever,  making  use  of  the  following  language — '“You  w — ’s  bas¬ 
tard,  I  will  cut  your  d — d  heart  out,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  December  8th,  ‘ 
1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  Stoll,  Company 
K,  5th  Cavalry,  on  being  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  Sergeant 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  did  refuse  to  obey 
said  order  by  saying — “I  won't  go  with  you,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1870. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  two  months  ; 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fifteen  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay 
per  month,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  Alley  Kane,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis' 
cipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  confined  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  De¬ 
partment  Commander  may  direct  for  the  period  of  one  year. 


In  this  case  the  prisoner  is  shown  to  have  taken  the  pistol  in 
question  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  its  owner,  and  to  have 
pledged  it  for  liquor.  This  was  an  offense  of  a  serious  nature  ;  for 
men  living  together  as  eulisted  men  do,  must  at  all  hazards  be  pro¬ 
tected  from  theft  at  the  hands  of  their  comrades. 

The  evidence  shows,  however,  it  is  thought,  that  the  prisoner  in¬ 
tended  from  the  first,  to  return  the  stolen  article,  for  he  made  no 
secret  among  his  friends  of  having  taken  it,  at  least  after  a  time,  and 
did  return  it  voluntarily  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  ;  redeeming  it  from 
pawn  as  SQon  as  he  had  funds.  The  sentence  as  it  stands,  is  there¬ 
fore  regarded  as  severe,  and  in  view  of  the  prisoner's  manifest  pen¬ 
itence,  and  heeding,  moreover,  the  recommendation  of  the  Court,  it 
is  mitigated  to  imprisonment  in  the  guard  house  for  two  months, 
with  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  for  the  same 
period.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  George  B.  McCarthy ,  Company  B,  1 4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  George  B.  McCarthy ,  Company 
B,  1 4th  Iufantry,  did  become  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  mess-room 
of  his  company,  and  did  use  obscene  and  abusive  language  to¬ 
wards  Sergeant  Francis  S.  Niles,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  and  on 
being  arrested  did  say  to  the  said  Sergeant  Niles,  Company  B,'  14th 
Infantry, — “Iwill  get  square  with  you  yet  for  I  will  shoot  you,  you 
d — d  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  1 1th  day  of  December, 
1870. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “I  will  get 
square  with  you  yet  for  I  will  shoot  you,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b — h.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  six  months  ;  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  by  a  six-foot 
chain,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification  1— In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intox¬ 
icating  liquor  as  to  be  totally  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  soldier. 

This  at  or  near  Sidney  Barracks,  Neb.,,  on  or  about  the  29th  day 
of  July,  1870. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  was  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  company  quarters 
of  Company  F,  9th  Infantry,  and  when  repeatedly  ordered  to  be 
quiet  by  1st  Sergeant  Tinni  is  Griffin,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry,  he 
being  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  at  the  time,  did  fail  and  neglect 
to  obey  said  order. 

This  at  Sidney  Barracks,  Neb.,  after  tattoo  on  the  night  of  July 
29,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  Thomas  Griffin,  Company  F,  9th  Inlnutrr,  he  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty  at  the  time,  repeatedly  refuse  and  fail  to  obey 
said  order,  and  did  take  a  rifle  from  the  gun-rack,  and  did  load  the 
same  with  the  evident  purpose  of  shooting  the  said  1st  Sergeant 
Thomas  Griffin,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry,  saying — “I  am  on  tlie 
shoot  as  well  as  other  people,” — or  words  to  that  effect,  and  did  re¬ 
tain  said  rifle  until  disarmed  by  Sergeant  James  G.  Jenkins,  and 
Corporal  Frank  Mason,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

This  at  Sidney  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  July  29,  1870. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  as  to  be  totally  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  soldier. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of 
December,  1870. 

Specification  5 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  did  without  cause  or  provocation  quarrel  with  and 
grossly  insult,  Wagoner  Patrick  Costello,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry, 
making  use  of  the  following  language,  viz  ; — “ — You  can  go  and  * 

*  *  ,”  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  did  take  a  rifle  for  the  evi¬ 
dent  purpose  of  shooting  said  Wagoner  Patrick  Costello ,  Company 
F ,  9th  Infantry,  and  did  retain  said  rifle  until  disarmed  by  Corporal 
Thomas  Bailey,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  1st  day 
of  December,  1870. 
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Specification  C — In  this  that  lie,  Private.  Daniel  Lawler,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  1st  Ser- 
geaut  Thomas  Griffin,  Company  F,  9tli  Infantry,  he  being  in  the. 
execution  of  his  duty  at  the  time,  fail  to  obey  said  order  until  forced 
to  do  so. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1870. 

Specification  7 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Daniel  Laiclcr,  Company 
F,  9th  Infantry,  did,  in  the  guard  house  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T., 
make  use  of  the  following  threatening  language,  viz; — “As  soon  as 
I  get  out  of  this,  I  will  shoot  Sergeant  Griffin'' — meaning  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  Griffin,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  1st  day 
of  December,  1870. 

Pi.ka — Not  Guilty. 

Finding  —Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  to  become  due,  excepting  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress; 
to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be 
serving,  for  the  period  of  four  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  a  t.hree-foot  chain;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to 
bo  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved. 

The  prisoner  was  violent  while  in  liquor  and  seized  a  gun  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  offense,  but  the  evidence  shows  that  the  weapon  was  not 
loaded.  In  view  of  the  prisoner's  age  and  long  service,  the  dishonor¬ 
able  discharge  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be 
duly  executed.  , 

III...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Fetter- 
man,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  238,  series 
of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Alexander 
Ckamheis,  4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Anthony 
IF.  Vogdes,  4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  s 

1st.  Recruit  Peter  U.  Carr,  4th  Infantry. 

'Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  refer  II.  Carr,  Recruit  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  did  become  drunk  while  cn-route  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to 
Cheyenne,  W.  T. 
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This  jit  or  near  Omaha  Neb.,  on  or  about  November  2,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Peter  II.  Carr ,  Recruit  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  did,  when  his  detachment  was  leaving  the  mail  station  on 
the  U.  P.  R.  It.,  endeavor  to  desert,  and  did  return  to  said  detach- 
only  when  he  was  compelled  to,  by  Lieutenant  A.  IF.  Greeh/,  5th 
Cavalry,  commanding  detachment. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  or  about  November  2,  1870. 

Specification  .'1 — In  this  that  he,  Peter  II.  Carr ,  Recruit  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  did  behave  in  so  unruly  and  insubordinate  a  manner  that  ho 
had  to  be  tied  to  restrain  him. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  or  about  November  2,  1870. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  \Peter  II.  Carr,  Recruit  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  having  been  placed  under  charge,  did  threaten  with  abusive 
and  violent  language  the  life  of  his  guard. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  or  about  November  2,  1870. 

Specification  5 — In  this  that  he,  Peter  II.  Carr,  Recruit  4th  In¬ 
fantry,  having  heard  orders  given  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  his 
detachment  to  sentinels  posted  over  the  said  detachment,  did  com¬ 
ment  in  the  presence  of  the  detachment,  upon  said  order  in  a  mutiu- 
nous  and  insubordinate  manner. 

This  at  or  near  Sidney,  Neb.,  ou  or  about  November  3d,  1870. 

Plka — Guilty. 

Finding — G  uilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  three 
months  at  hard  labor;  forfeiting  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  five  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  tile  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Patrick  McAuliff,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  4tith  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea —  Quilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months :  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Ralph  Brunswick,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry. 
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Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  4iith  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  Ralph  Brunswick,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  4th  Infantry,  whilst  on  duty  as  a  sentinel  to  protect  Quarter¬ 
master  and  Commissary  stores  and  property,  did  divest  himself  of 
his  overcoat,  musket  and  accoutrements,  and  in  a  felonious  manner 
enter  the  commissary  storehouse  which  he  was  supposed  to  be 
guarding  at  the  time,  by  forcing  his  entrance  through  a  window 
shielded  with  iron  bars. 

This  at  or  about  7  o'clock  p.  M.,  November  10th,  1870,  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T. 

.  Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence- — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  to 
be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the.  United  Spates,  and  to 
be  confined  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  of:the 
Department  may  designate,  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

■  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  imprisonment  is  mitigated  to  six  months  confinement  at 
hard  labor,  under  charge  of  the  guard.  As  modified,  the  sentence 
will  be  duly  executed.  The  dishonorable  discharge  will  be  given  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  confinement. 

4th.  Corporal  Charles  H.  Lang ,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War.  i 

Charge  2-f-Conduet  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Corporal  Charles  JJ.  Lang,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  4th  Infantry,  Corporal  of  the  post  guard  on  the  23th  day'of 
November,  1870,  did,  on  the  proper  call  of  the  sentinel  at  -the  post 
<?f  the  guard,  come  before  the  officer  of  the  day,  staggering  in  a 
drunken  manner;  his  utterance  thick,  and  his  whole  military  de¬ 
meanor  unsoldierly;  so  much  so  as  to  be  unfit  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Corporal  of  the  guard. 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  November  23th,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 
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In  this  case  the  evidence  offered  by  the  prosecution  to  establish 
the  charge  against  the  prisoner  triumphantly  acquits  him.  That  he 
should  have  been  confined  so  long  upon  a  charge  so  wholly  unsup¬ 
ported  by  proof,  is  a  circumstance  greatly  to  be  deplored;  nor  is  it 
.easy  to  understand. 

5th.  Private  Richard  Mansfield,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry. 
Charge — -Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

:  Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  four  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve 
dollars  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
find  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th,  Private  James  McGuire,  Company  H,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion, 

Plea — Guilty.  !  i 

Finding — Guilty.. 

.  Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  weigh¬ 
ing  twenty-four  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg,  the  chain  to  be  six 
feet  long,  for  the  same  period;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months.  • 

The.  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

In  view  of  the  prisoner's  voluntary  surrender,  the  ball  will  be 
twelve  pounds,  instead  of  twenty-four  pounds  in  weight. 

■  7th.  Private  Jesse  Pickering,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

■  Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military: 
discipline. 

.  Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Jesse  Pickering,  Company  E, 
4th  Infantry,  prepared  himself  for  deserting  the  United  State’s  ser¬ 
vice  by  placing  in  a  place  of  concealment,  outside  the  company 
quarters,  his  musket,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  leaving 
the  post,  and  was  found  in  this  place, of  concealment,  getting  the 
things  mentioned  above,  ready  for  use. 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W,  T.,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1870. 
Plea — Guilty. 
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Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  bo  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty- 
four  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  six  feet  long ;  and 
to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per  month,  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 

8th.  Private  Charles  II.  Fuller,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  'Charles  II.  Fuller,  Company 
E,  4th  Infantry,  prepared  himself  for  deserting  the  United  States’  ser: 
vice,  by  placing  in  a  place  of  concealment  outside  the  company 
quarters,  his  musket,  and  getting  provisions  ready,  necessary  for 
leaving  the  post.  This  at  Fort  Fctterman,  W,  T.,  on  the  "27th  of 
December,  1870. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  twelve  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  same 
period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  John  Ilus/in,  Company  E,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  John  Rustin,  Company  E, 
4th  Infantry,  prepared  himself  for  deserting  the  United  State's  ser¬ 
vice  by  placing  in  a  place  of  concealment  outside  the  Company, 
quarters,  a  carbine,  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  leaving  the 
post,  and  was  found  in  this  place  of  concealment:,  getting  the  things 
mentioned  above,  ready  for  use. 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W,  T.,on  the  27th  ofDecember,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

.  Finding — Of  the  Specification — Guilty,  excepting  the  words  “by 
placing  in  a  place  of  concealment  outside  the  company; 
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quarters,  a  carbine,  provisions,  and-  other  necessaries 
for  leaving  the  post,  and  was  found  in  this  place  of 
concealment,  getting  the  things  mentioned  above, 
ready  for  use." 

Of  the  charge: — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at.  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period. 

In  this  case  the  findings  and  sentence  are  disapproved.  The 
Court,  in  its  findings,  strikes  front  the  specification  every  specific  al¬ 
legation  of  fact.  In  other  words  it  acquits  the  prisoner  of  every  act 
of  misconduct  by  proof  of  which  the  prosecution  expected  to  establish 
the  charge,  and  by  the  recital  of  which  the  prisoner  was  notified  of 
what  alone  it  was  his  business  to  disprove;  and  finds  him  guilty  of 
a  general  and  altogether  undefined  charge  of  making  ready  to  de¬ 
sert,  against  which  it  was  impossible  he  could  defend  himself;  be¬ 
cause.  nyt  only  in  this  part  of  the  specification  is  there  no  allegation 
of  acts  indicative  of  a  wrongful  purpose,  but  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  away  from  the  necessity  of  preparing  himself  to  meet  this 
general  accusation  by  the  introduction  of  definite  allegations  of  mis¬ 
conduct  in  another  part  of  the  specification.  I!  the  specification 
had  been  originally  drawn  as  it  has  been  now  left,  by  the  finding  of 
the  Court,  a  conviction  under  ilynust  have  been  held  invalid,  as  in¬ 
definite  and  insufficient;  a  prisoner  being  entitled  to  know  with 
reasonable  precision  the  acts  which  the  Government  has  considered 
deserving  of  punishment.  In  this  case  the  prisoner  has  explained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court,  the  facts  which  were  expected  to 
prove  misconduct  on  his  part.  He  is  therefore  entitled  to  an  ac¬ 
quittal. 

There  is  a  second  reason  in  the  record  which  justifies  disapproval 
of  the  findings.  A  witness,  a  private  soldier  properly  convicted  by 
the  Court  of  the  same  offense  with  which  the  prisoner  is  charged,  is' 
asked  by  the  Court  the  following  question  : — “State  to  the  Court 
whether,  if  the  prisoner  had  not  been  arrested  on  the  evening  in‘ 
question,  in  your  opinion  would  he  have  left  or  not?” — And  the  wit¬ 
ness  answers — “I  think  he  would.” 

The  question  is  inadmissible,  inasmuch  as  it  puts  to  a  witness 
au  inquiry  which  he  was  wholly  incompetent  to  answer.  It 
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is  impossible  the  witness  can  have  known  what  the  prisoner  would 
have  done  in  the  future,  and  his  opinion  on  the  point  was  of  no 
value.  It  was  for  the  Court  to  inter,  not  for  a  witness  to  tell  them, 
what  the  prisoner  would  have  done  had  ho  not  been  prevented. — 
As  the  answer  of  the  witness  may  have,  and  probably  did,  influence 
the  Court's  decision  in  the  case,  there  is  sufficient  ground,  for  set¬ 
ting  aside  the  proceedings  in  this  error  alone. 

Private  llustin,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

IV.  ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  McPherson, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  7,  Special  Orders  No.  220,  series  of 
of  1870  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  William. 
//.  Emory,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Charles 
H.  Rockwell,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

V. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Utah,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders  No.  233,  series  of 
1870  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Robert  Nugent. 
13th  infantry  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Henry  C.  Pratt,  13th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VI. .. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fetterman  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  238,  series  of  1870, 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Alexander  Chambers, 
4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Anthony  W.  Yogdes 
4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VII. .. The  attention  of  officers  acting  as  Judge  Advocates  of  General 
Courts  Martial  is  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  preserving  and  forward¬ 
ing  for  the  files  of  these  Headquarters,  the  originals  of  charges  re¬ 
ferred  to  them  for  trial ;  and  it  is  the  better  practice  to  send  these 
enclosed  with  their  respective  records  when  the  latter  are  forwarded, 
and  not  to  retain  them  until  all  the  records  have  been  transmitted 
and  the  Court  adjourned  sine  die. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augcr: 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aidc-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  February  10,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  7.  ) 


Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  W ar,  the  Military  res¬ 
ervation  of  Fort  Rawlins,  Utah  Territory,  is  announced,  as  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  following  tracts  of  land,  viz: — 

The  South  |  of  Section  35,  Township  G  South,  Range  2  East  of 
Salt  Lake  Meridian,  and  Lot  2  of  Section  2,  Township  7  South, 
Range  2  East  of  Salt  Lake  Meridian, 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augdb: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


(/I.  Private  Edward  Garvin,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

1/2.  Private  William  McMullen,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry, 
v  3.  Private  George  Wilson,  Company  I,  4th  Infantry. 
f  l.  Private  Oscar  II.  Lake,  Company  I,  4th  Infantry. 

.(/o.  Private  John  W.  Mgers,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Hh  Sergeant  Isaac  Men'lce,  Company  C,  4th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  February  11,  1871. 

GEXERAT,  ORDERS,  1 

No  8.  J 


I...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  San¬ 
ders,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  242,  series 
of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Matthew  M. 
Blunt,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Josiali  A. 
Shec'z,  4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  wore  arraigned  and  tried : — 

1st.  Private  Edward  Garvin,  Company  A,  14  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  guilty  of  desertion,  but  guilty  of  absence  without 

leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fifteen  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  three  months. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  consideration  of  the  length  of  time 
the  prisoner  has  already  been  in  confinement. 

The  .proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  ir:  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  William  McMullen,  Company  D,  l4rh  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  McMullen, 
Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  did  interfere  with  Sergeant  Jacob  Iiyan, 
Company  D,  1 4th  Infantry,  while  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  a 
non-commissioned  officer,  by  forcibly  attempting  to  rescue  a  prison¬ 
er,  one  Private  Joseph  Gould,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  from 


the  custody  of  said  Sergeant  Jacob  Ryan ,  while  he*  the  said  Sergeant, 
Was  taking  the  said  Privaie  Joseph  Ooilld  to  the  post  guard  house; 
the  said  Private  William  McMullen ,  using  the  expression  that  he 
(the  Sergeant)  “ought  not  to  rush  the  prisoner  to  the  guard  house 
Us  he  would  make  nothing  by  itj”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  McMullen ,  Com¬ 
pany  D,  14th  Infantry,  upon  being  ordered  by  Sergeant  Jacob  Ryaw 
Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  to  cease  his  interference  with  him  (the 
said  Sergeant)  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  or  he  (the  said 
McMullen ,)  would  be  taken  to  the  guard  house,  did  reply  in  a  disre¬ 
spectful  manner — “I'll  bet  you  a  dollar  you  don’t  do  it,”  or  words  to 
that  effect* 

Specification  3-*-In  this  that  he,  Private  William  McMullen ,  Com¬ 
pany  D,  14th  Infantry,  while  Sergeant  Jacob  Ryan  Company  D,  14th 
Infantry,  with  a  file  of  men  were  preparing  to  take  him  to  the  guard 
house,  did  take  a  double  barrelled  shot-gun,  loaded  and  capped,  and 
go  outside  the  quarters  of  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  and  upon  the 
said  Sergeant  Jacob  Ryan  proceeding  to  arrest  him  and  attempting 
to  take  the  gun  from  him,  did  resist,  and  when  asked  for  what  pur¬ 
pose  he  bad  the  gun  in  his  possession,  did  reply — -“To  defend  my¬ 
self  and  to  prevent  myself  from  being  taken  to  the  guard  house, ’’ — 
or  words  to  that  effect. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  McMullen,  Com¬ 
pany  D,.  14th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by 
Sergeant  Jacob  Ryan,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  and  a  file  of  men, 
did  in  an  insubordinate  manner  say  to  said  Sergeant  Jacob  Ryan 
— “put  down  your  arms  and  I  will  show  you  that  even  now  you 
Cannot  take  tne  to  the  guard  house,” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  23d  day 
of  December,  1870. 

Pi,ea“-To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Findino — G  uilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month, 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  six  months  ;  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  post  guard  for  the  same  period. 


In  this  case  the  proceedings  do  not  show  affirmatively  that  the 
prisoner  was  offered  the  right  of  cross-examination.  This  should 
never  be  left  in  doubt  by  the  record,  but  should  always  be  distinctly 
stated.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  therefore  dis¬ 
approved.  Private  McMullen ,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

3d.  Private  George  Wilson,  Company  I,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1  — In  this,  that  Private  George  Wilson,  Company 
I,  4th  Infantry,  did  refuse  to  go  to  the  guard  house  when  ordered  by 
the  1st  Sergeant  of  his  company,  and  when  Corporal  Bernard  Brad;/. 
Company,  I  4th  Infantry,  attempted  to  take  him  to  the  guard  house, 
did  resist  said  Corporal,  threatening  him  with  a  loaded  musket. 
This  at  Port  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  December,  5th,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  George  Wilson,  Company 
1.  4th  Infantry,  did  discharge  a  rifle  in  rear  of  the  officers  quarters 
at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  This  on  or  about  December  5th,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  George  Wilson,  Company 
I,  4t.h  Infantry,  did  resist  a  patrol  of  the  guard  sent  to  arrest  him, 
and  did  point  a  loaded  rifle  at  the  patrol,  threatening  to  fire  upon 
them. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  December  5th  1870. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  Private  George  Wilson,  Company  I, 
4th  Infantry,  when  the  officer  of  the  guard  had  seized  his  rifle  and 
ordered  him  to  give  it  up,  did  refuse  to  dp  so. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  December  5th, 
1870. 

Pi.ea —  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at.  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  eight  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved; 
but  the  sentence  is  mitigated -to  read  “six  months”  instead  of  “eight 
months  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Oscar  H.  Lake,  Company  I,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Wilful  disobedience  of  orders. 


Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  Uuited  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

oth.  Private  John  H7.  Myers,  Company  I),  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  l — In  this,  that  Private  John  IF.  Myers,  Company  D, 
14th  Infantry,  did,  about  tattoo  on  the  night  of  January  2d,  1871,  go 
into  the  company  quarters  of  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  and  did 
have  in  his  possession  at  that  time,  a  spotted  lap-rug  or  blanket,  and 
did  offer  to  sell  the  same  for  five  dollars;  remarking  at  the  time 
that  he  had  stolen  it,  and  that  he  had  stolen  something  every  time 
he  went  to  Laramie  City  ;  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  John  IF.  Myers,  Company 
D,  14th  Infantry,  did  have  rolled  up  in  his  bed-sack  on  his  bunk,  in 
the  quarters,  of  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  on  the  morning  of  Jan¬ 
uary  4th,  1871,  a  spotted  lap-rug  or  blanket;  the  said  spotted  lap- 
rug  or  blanket,  having  been  stolen  on  the  night  of  January  2d,  1871, 
and  being  the  property  of,  and  claimed  by  Wright  a.i\A  Bramwell,  of 
Laramie  City,  W.  T. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about,  the  dates 
above  specified. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “in  front  of  the  post  traders.” 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “that  he  had  stolen  it  and — .” 

Of  the  2d  Specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four 


5 


pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  two  feet  long;  and  to  for-, 
feit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month,  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  four  months;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  confinement,  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service  ol  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 

(ith.  Sergeant  Isaac  Menke,  Company  C,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Sergeant  Isaac  Menke,  Company 
C,  4th  Infantry,  Acting  Commissary  Sergeant,  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T., 
a  soldier  duly  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  did,  on 
or  about  the  30th  day  of  December,  1870,  in  a  disrespectful  and 
unsoldierly  manner  towards  Captain  E.  M.  Coates,  4th  Infantry,  say- 
in  a  violent  manner,  and  with  both  hands  in  his  pockets — “I  am  an 
enlisted  man,  but  I  have  been  too  long  in  the  service  for  you  to  talk 
so  to  me,  I  will  report  you  to  the  Commanding  Officer;” — repeating 
it  with  other  words  to  the  same  effect,  several  times. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  30tli  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he,  the  said  Sergeant  Isaac  Menke , 
Company  C,  4th  Infantry,  did,  in  violation  of  Army  Regulations, 
write  and  forward  direct  to  the  post  Commander,  a  communication 
complaining  of  the  action  towards  him,  of  his  company  Commander, 
Captain  E.  M.  Coates,  4th  Infantry. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sauders,  W.  T„  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  the  said  Sergeant  Isaac  Henke, 
Company  C,  4th  Infantry,  did,  in  a  communication  sent  by  him  to 
the  post  Commander,  make  the  following  statement; — ‘‘Shortly  after, 
Captain  Coates  came  to  the  issuing  room  in  a  perfect  rage,” — said 
statement  being  utterly  false. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  the  said  Sergeant  Isaac  Henke, 
Company  C,  4th  Infantry,  when  Lieutenant  5.  II.  Bogardus,  4th  In¬ 
fantry  diil  send  an  order  for  subsistence  stores  for  his  own  use, 
accompanying  the  order  with  a  five-dollar  bill,  did  refuse  to  let 


Lieutenant  Bogardus  have  the  stores  required,  because  the  exact 
amount  was  not  sent,  (the  goods  amounting  to  less  than  five  dol¬ 
lars;)  and  when  requested  by  the  messenger  to  allow  him  to  have 
the  stores  until  Lieutenant  Bogardus  returned  from  a  temporary- 
absence  at  Laramie  City,  did  refuse,  saying  in  a  surly  manner — “I 
can't  let  the  goods  go  without  the  money,” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Specification  5 — In  this,  that  the  said  Sergeant  Isaac Menlce,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  4th  U.  S.  Infantry,  did,  when  Lieutenant  L.  H,  Robinson, 

1 4th  Infantry,  sent  to  Lieutenant  J.  IF.  Buhb,  4th  Infantry,  Acting 
Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Fort  Sauders,  W.  T.,  to  purchase  some 
salt  to  be  used  in  repairing  the  post  guard  house,  send  back  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  said  Lieutenant  Robinson,  as  follows: — If  Lieutenant. 
Robinson  will  apply  through  the  proper  channels  he  can  get  it,” — - 
or  words  to  that  effect. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  1 7th  day  of 
December,  1870. 

Specification  6 — In  this,  that  Sergeant  Tsaac  Mmke,  Company  C, 
4th  Infantry,  did,  without  cause,  engage  in  a  quarrel  with  Private 
P atrick  Murray,  Company  T,  4th  Infantry,  and  did  make  use  of  the 
following  language  towards  him  ; — “You  G — d  d — d  puppy,  your 
house  is  nothing  but  a  low  crib,  and  1  will  have  you  put  out  of  it," — 
repeating  it  with  other  offensive  expressions  a  number  of  times. 

All  this  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1870. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “in  a  surly  manner" — and  attach  no  crim¬ 
inality  thereto. 

Of  the  5th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  6th  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Not.  Guilty. 


7 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  soldier. 

In  this  case  the  prisoner  is  tjiought  to  be  shown  by  the  evidence, 
to  be  a  faithful  and  valuable  non-commissioned  officer,  closely  obe¬ 
dient  to  orders,  and  strict  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  He 
showed,  it  is  probable,  some  irritation  of  manner,  when  rebuked  by 
Captain  Coates,  (himself  not  free  from  anger,)  for  an  act  done  in 
strict  compliance  with  a  positive  order  of  the  prisoner’s  immediate 
commander — the  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  in  whose  office  he  was 
detailed  for  duty — and  threatened  that  “his  conduct  should  be  re¬ 
membered  against  him.”  His  addressing,  also,  a  complaint,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  threat,  direct  to  the  Post  Adjutant,  was  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  service.  But  this  latter  fault  was,  no  doubt,  the  result 
of  ignorance  of  these  rules,  and  committed  without  intentional  dis¬ 
respect;  while  the  act  of  the  accused  in  declining  to  issue  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Coates,  more  meat  than  the  latter's  order  called  for,  was  in 
obedience  to  the  plain  directions  of  the  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
and  therefore  no  justification  of  language  equivalent  to  a  threat  of 
future  punishment,  uttered  by  Captain  Coates.  Except  for  the  sud¬ 
den  heat  which  sprung  from  a  sense  of  the  injustice  of  the  threat 
referred  to,  the  Sergeant  deserves  commendation  for  the  firmness 
shown  by  him  in  declining  to  disobey  an  order  of  the  Commissary, 
in  favor  of  an  officer  of  higher  rank. 

His  quarrel  with  Private  M array,  and  the  lauguage  used  by  him  on 
the  occasion,  were  not  justifiable ;  but  his  manner  changed  as  soon  as 
he  learned  that  M array  was  acting  with  the  permission  of  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer ;  and  it  is  clear  that  he  was  momentarily  irritated 
by  what  he  thought  was  an  act  of  unauthorized  impertinence. 

Several  allegations  of  a  want  of  respect  in  the  prisoner’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  officers,  are  satisfactorily  explained  and  refuted  by  the  tes¬ 
timony  both  for  the  prosecution  and  defence,  and  the  Court  acquits 
him  under  them.  The  implication  suggested  by  their  introduction 
among  the  specifications — that  the  prisoner  is  constantly,  or  very 
frequently,  surly,  angry,  and  offensive  in  manner  towards  his  officers 
— therefore  fails. 

Taking  the  case  as  a  whole,  it  is  the  belief  of  the  reviewing 
authority,  that  a  lenient  judgement  upon  the  facts  of  the  case  is 
called  for  at  his  hands. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved,  but  the 
sentence  is  remitted. 


Sergeant  Henke,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

II...The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at.  Fort  Sanders',  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  ‘2,  Special  Orders  No.  242,  series  of  1870, 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Matthew  M.  Blunt, 
14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Josiah  A.  Sheets 
4th  Infantry,  is  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Commaxp  of  Brigadier  Gexerai.  Acock: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M 


1.  Private  W.  S.  Parker,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  William  Pierson,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  James  F.  Rirchsiead,  Company  H,  3d  Artillery. 

4.  Private  Richard  Nagle ,  Company  H.  14th  Infantry. 

6.  Private  Wiliam  MeCarthg,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  C.  Taylor,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  J.  Martin,  Company  B.  9th  Infantry. 

8.  Private  Michael  Nolan,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

9.  Private  Samvel  McCulloch,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

10.  Private  Thomas  Kelly ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  James  E.  Derwent,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  Frederick  Avery,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

13.  Private  Michael  Kainey,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  John  Lannen,  Company  F.  9th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  February  13,  1871. 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D-  A. 
Russell,  W.  T„  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  237, 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John 
D.  Devin,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  H.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : — 
1st.  Private  W.  S.  Parker,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry 
Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  W.  S.  Parker,  Company 
H,  14th  Infantry,  having  been  detailed  in  his  tour  of  fatigue,  and 
ordered  by  Sergeant  Frederick  Roth,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry, 
jto  cut  wood  for  his  company  commander,  1st  Lieutenant  J.  E. 
Quentin,  14th  Infantry,  did  say  unto  said  Sergeant  Frederick  Roth, 
— “Hell  and  be  d — d,  always  cutting  wood,  these  are  your  general 
orders,” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  19th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 


Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  W.  S.  Parker,  Company 
H,  14th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house,  did  threaten 
and  say  unto  Sergeant  Frederick  Roth, — '‘you  are  nothing  but.  a 
j — d  *  *  .  I  will  pay  you  when  I  get  out  again,”  or  words  to 

that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  19th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding  —Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
ten  days. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner's  past  confinement,  he  will  be  released  on 
receipt  of  this  order. 

2d.  Private  William  Pierson,  Company  E,  9th  Iufantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Pierson,  Company 
E,  9th  Infantry,  while  undergoing  a  sentence  for  desertion,  imposed 
by  General  Court  Martial,  did  escape  from  the  custody  of  military 
authority,  and  remain  absent  until  delivered  up  a  prisoner,  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1870. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1870. 

Charge  2 — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  five 
months,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a 
six-foot  chain. 

The  proceedings  and  findings,  in  this  case  are  approved,  and  the 
sentence,  although  inadequate  to  the  offense,  will  be  duly  ex. 
ecuted. 

3d.  Private  James  F.  Birchstead,  Company  H,  3d  Artillery. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Violation  ofthe  22d  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 
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Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  at  the  post  where  his 
company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  one  year,  wearing  a  ball 
weighing  twenty-four  pounds  attached  by  a  three-foot  chain  to  his 
left  leg,  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States  ;  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison,  forfeiting  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  due  or  to  become  due. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  eight  months,  in  order 
that  the  prisoner  may  not  be  discharged  in  the  dead  of  Winter.  As 
mitigated  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Richard  Nagle,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Richard  Nagle,  Company  H, 
14th  Infantry,  having  been  duly  mounted  as  a  member  of  the  post 
guard  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  and  having  prisoners  placed 
under  his  charge,  sent  to  work  at  the  post  saw  mill,  did  permit  one 
of  them,  a  general  prisoner,  viz  ; — Private  William.  Ragsdale,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  14th  Infantry,  to  escape  from  his  custody,  and  did  fail  to 
report  the  fact  until  questioned  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  said 
prisoner  by  Sergeant  Keats,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry,  acting  provost 
Sergeant. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of 
January,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  William  McCarthy,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article  of 
War. 

Plea —  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
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at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

tith.  Private  C.  Taylor,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  he,  Private  C.  Taylor,  Company  E,  5th 
Cavalry  did  use  towards  Sergeant  J:  Leahy,  E  Company,  5th  Cav¬ 
alry,  threatening  and  abusive  language,  saying, — “That  son  of  a 
b — h,  I  can  put  a  head  on  him,” — or  words  to  that  effect,  the  said 
Sergeant  Leahy,  being  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T„  on  or  about  January  3d,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

FlNntNO — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  be  con¬ 
fined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be 
serving,  for  the  same  period. 

The  specification  in  this  case  is  imperlect,  in  failing  to  allege  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  prisoner  made  use  of  the  disrespect¬ 
ful  language  in  question.  It  is  probable  that  he  uttered  the  words 
alleged,  in  public,  and  in  an  insubordinate  manner,  and  to  an  audience 
of  enlisted  men;  but  for  aught  that  appears  in  the  proceedings  he  may- 
have  said  them  in  soliloquy,  unconscious  of  listeners.  This  defect 
would  have  been  corrected  had  the  pleadings  been  referred  to  these 
Headquarters  before  the  trial  of  the  case,  for  the  revision  of  the  re¬ 
viewing  authority;  the  omission  of  which  reference  can  very  rarely 
be  justified. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentenoe  are  approved.  The  sen¬ 
tence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  for  one  month  and  forfeiture  of 
ten  dollars  of  his  pay,  for  the  same  period  ;  arid  as  modified  the  sen¬ 
tence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  J.  Martin,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 
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Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
three  mouths. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  it  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  .will  be  duly  exeffCted. 

8th.  Private  Michael  Nolan,  Compauy  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Chakge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finking — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  fif¬ 
teen  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  long  service,  the  confinement  is  remitted. 
The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  Samuel  McCulloch,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Samuel  McCulloch,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  5th  Cavalry,  did  on  the  evening  of  the  First  day  of  January, 
1871,  enter  the  quarters  of  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  in  a  drunken 
and  boisterous  manner,  and  did  assault  Private  John  Gill  of  said 
company,  with  the  intention  of  doing  him  bodily  harm. 

■  This,  in  the  quarters  of  Compauy  E,  5th  Cavalry,  at  Fort  1).  ,A. 
Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  1st,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Samuel  McCulloch,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  5th  Cavalry,  did  on  the  evening  of  the  First  day  of  January, 
1871,  appear  in  the  quarters  of  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  brandish¬ 
ing  a  large  knife  and  uttering  threats  against  the  lives  and  persons 
of  Sergeant  John  Lahey,  and  Private  Nathaniel  Lick,  of  Company 
E,  5th  Cavalry;  and  when  seized  upon  and  ordered  to  stop,  by  Ser¬ 
geant  James  McDonald,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  (Sergeant  McDon¬ 
ald,  being  at  the  time  in  charge  of  the  barrack  room,)  did  attempt 
to  resist  the  said  Sergeant  McDonald,  by  striking  at  him  with  his 
kuife,  until  finally  overpowered  and  disarmed  by  Sergeants  McDon¬ 
ald  and  Farrigan,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

This  in  the  quarters  of  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry;  at  Fort  D.  A. 
Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  1st,  1871.  • 
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Specification  3  —In  this  that  he,  Private  Samuel  McCulloch ,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  5th  Cavalry,  when  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  Cor¬ 
poral  Samuel  A.  Frask ,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  did  resist  said 
Corporal  Frank,  and  did  attempt  to  draw  a  second  knife  (which  was 
concealed  about  his  person,)  with  the  intention  of  escaping  from  the 
said  Corporal  Frask.  and  doing  him  bodily  injury,  until  overpowered 
and  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  a  detail  of  men. 

All  this  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell.  W.  T.,  between  the  hours  of  9. 
p.  m.,  and  10,  p.  m.,  on  the  First  of  January,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words;  “and 
uttering  threats  against  the  lives  and  persons  of  Ser¬ 
geant  John  Lahcy,  and  Private  Nathaniel  Lick,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  5th  Cavalry,” — and  “striking  at  him  with 
a  knife,” — and  of  those  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words, — 
“and  did  attempt  to  draw  a  second  knife,  which  was 
concealed  about  his  person,” — and  of  these  words — 
Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
three  months,  and  to  forfeit  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay,  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  prisoner  pleads  not  guilty  to  every  specification, 
and  guilty  to  the  charge.  The  Court  should  have  ordered  a  plea  of 
not  guilty  to  be  entered  under  the  charge.  With  this  exception,  the 
proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved,  and  the  sentence 
will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  Thomas  Kelley,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article  of 
War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — G  uilty. 


Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  James  E.  Derwent,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  first  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty,  but 
guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  one-half  of  his  pay  per  month  until  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars — money  value  of  the  carbine — be  refunded  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  six  months 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  sentence  is  modified  to  read — To  forfeit  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  pay,  for  five  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.  As  mitigated,  tin- 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  Frederick  Avery ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ch  a  rg  e — Desert  ion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay,  per  month,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 

13th.  Private  Michael  Kainey,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  per  month,  for  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  John  Lannen,  Company  F,  9th  infantry. 


Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mil¬ 
itary  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  John  Lanneti,  Company  F, 
9th  Infantry,  while  acting  as  a  sentinel  in  charge  of  a  working  party 
of  prisoners,  did  allow  one  of  said  prisoners — Private  Alley  Kane, 
Company  B,  1 4th  Infantry, — to  make  his  escape. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A,  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  9th 
day  of  January,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  aquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Private  Lannen,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


Or.  C.  M. 


Omaha  Barracks. 


].  Private  Leopold  Hohman,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Michael  Kell;/,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Joseph  S.  Walters ,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  George  Lavender ,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Edward  C.  Hughes ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

6.  Private  Hazard  Watson,  Company  C,  4th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Jacob  Hoffelder,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

8.  First  Sergeant  John  N.  Lawson,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

9.  Private  John  Wilson,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

10.  Wagoner  George  Day,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  Charles  Baker,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  Henry  McCann,  Company  D,  9th  Infantry. 

13.  Private  John  A.  Atley,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  Isaac  R.  Bagley,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

15.  Private  Willard  Rogers,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

16.  Private  John  Russell,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

17.  Private  John  7'.  Mowry,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

18.  Private  Richard  Williams,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 


Private  Edward  Sheehan, 
Private  Marcus  Dame, 


|  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 


20.  Private  Edward  Butts,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

21.  Private  Peter  Mason,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

22.  Private  Philip  O'Connell,  unassigned,  1st  Cavalry. 

23.  Private  Franz  Holler,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

24.  Private  John  Daly,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

25.  Private  William  Lawless,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

26.  Private  John  D.  Satterfield,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

27.  Private  James  Williams,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

28.  Private  Michael  Carroll,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

29.  Sergeant  James  W.  Rolfe,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  February  14,  1871. 


GEXERA1.  ORDERS, 

No  10. 


1..  Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 


Barracks.  Neb.,  pursuant,  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  3, 
current  series,  from  these  Headquarters,  anil  of  which  Captain  Da¬ 
vid  Krause,  1 4i li  Infantry  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  .John  II. 
Conte,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  Leopold  ilohmau,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

CitAKt.K — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mil¬ 
itary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  Leopold  Ilohmau,  Company  K, 
9th  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  guard  mounted  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  on  the  morning  of  December  21st,  1870,  and  being  placed  in 
charge  of  three  prisoners,  did  allow  one  prisoner  (Julius  Wink,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  7th  Infantry,)  to  escape. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  Leopold  Holman,  "Company  K, 
9th  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  guard  mounted  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  on  the  morning  of  December  2lst,  1870,  having  been  placed 
in  charge  of  three  prisoners,  and  having  allowed  one  prisoner  (Pri¬ 
vate  Julius  Wink,  Company  B,  7th  Infantry,)  to  escape,  did  fail  and 
omit  to  report  the  same  to  the  proper  authority  at  the  time. 

All  this  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  date  above  specified. 

PltKA— Guilty. 

Fixnixo — Guilty. 

Sts.NTKNt'K— ' To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved. 
The  accused  erred  in  permitting  the  prisoner  to  go  into  the  hospi¬ 
tal ;  it  was  a  responsibility  he  should  not  have  assumed,  his  proper 
course  being  to  have  called  the  corporal  of  the  guard.  As  his  act 
originated,  however,  in  a  good  motive,  and  his  prisoner  escaped 
from  him  by  treachery  and  not  his  own  negligence,  the  forfeiture  is 
reduced  to  ten  dollars  for  two  successive  months.  As  mitigated,  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Michael  Kelli /,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge: — Violation  of  the  43th  Article  of  War. 

Pi'.k’a — Not  Guilty. 

Fixmxu— Guilty. 

Skxtexck — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  sixty  days;  on  each  alternate  day  to  carry  a  log  weighing 
twenty  live  pounds,  between  the  hours  of  reveille  and  retreat,  ex¬ 
cepting  one  half  hour  for  each  meal. 
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The' proceedings,  findings.  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  n 
and  confirmed,  and  the  semence  will  he  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private Jnsep/i  .S’.  Wallers ,  Company  C,  -d  Cavalry 

ClIAKOK — Desertion. 

Pl.BA— Not  Guilty. 

Pixmxti — Guilty. 

Skxtknck— To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months;  to  forfeit  all  pay  anil  allowances  now  due  or 
to  become  tine,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  six  mouth’s  confinement,  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  Department  Commander  is  not  satisfied,  by  the  evidence  in 
this  case,  that  Private  Wallers  has  been  technically  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  desertion.  He  has  committed,  undoubtedly,  several  very 
grave  offences — drunkenness  and  absence  without  leave — but  the 
animus  nun  rerertnnli,  which  constitutes  the  distinction  between 
absence  without  leave  and  desertio, n  appears  to  be  wanting  to  his 
offense.  Had  he  intended  to  desert  it  is  improbable  he  would  have 
left  several  mouths  pay  due  him  ;  and  equally  improbable  he  would 
have  openly  remained  in  Omaha  in  soldier's  uniform.  It  is  thought 
the  evidence  shows  the  prisoner  to  have  wandered  away  from  the 
barracks  in  a  fit  of  intoxication,  coming  to  his  senses  when  in  civil 
confinement  in  Omaha,  under  the  charge  of  drunkenness  and  disor¬ 
der;  and  that  reckless  and  ashamed  to  go  back,  he  remained  in 
town  a  short  time,  until  he  heard  the  police  were  in  search  of  him, 
when  he  surrendered  himself  to  the  Deputy  Marshal  to  be  returned 
to  his  post;  calling  himself  a  deserter,  partly  in  ignorance,  and 
partly  to  enable  the  Marshal  to  make  thirty,  dollars  by  restoring 
him  to  his  command,  the  Marshal  having  treated  him  kindly  while 
in  his  hands.  He  is  not  made  a  deserter  by  the  entry  of  his  name 
ns  such  in  the  company  books,  tier  by  his  calling  himself  so,  unless 
the  intent  not  to  return  is  proved  or  can.be  reasonably  inferred. 

It  would  have  been  well  had  the  officer  drawing  the  charge  of  de¬ 
sertion,  added  thereto  the  charge  of  absence  without  leave  and 
drunkenness.  As  it  is,  however,  desertion  firing  the  only  charge, 
and  the  prisoner  not  appearing  to  have  committed  this  offense  in  its 
full  meaning,  it  is  believed  he  should  be  restored  to  duty. 

Private  Wulters  has  merited,  for  misconduct  while  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  driuk,  punishment  which  he  escapes  by  a  technicality 


which  is  interpreted  in  his  favor,  in  the  hope  that  he  will  yet  redeem 
his  character  by  attention  to  duly  and  sobriety. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  disapproved.  Private 
Walters  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

4th  Private  Georg e  Lavender,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  Lavender,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  2d  Cavalry,  did  become  so  drunk  as  to  be  unable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a  soldier. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  Lavender,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did,  upon  being  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by 
1st  Sergeant  William  Land,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  refuse  to  obey 
said  order,  saying — “I'll  not  go,” — or  words  to  that  effect.,  and  did 
strike  Sergeant  Land  and  attempt  to  choke  him. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  December  19th,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  Lavender,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did  attempt  to  use  a  carbine  against  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  William  Land,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  Sergeant  Land  being 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  December  19th,  1870. 

Charge  3 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Pi.ea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge —Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  3d  charge — Not  Gutlty. 

To  the  2d  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 
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Of  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  conduct  to 
the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  ninety  days;  to  carry  a  log  of  wood,  weigh¬ 
ing  twenty-five  pounds,  under  charge  of  a  sentinel,  on  each  alternate 
day,  between  the  hours  of  reveille  and  retreat,  excepting  one  half 
hour  for  each  meal;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

The  sentence  is  so  modified  that  the  prisoner  will  not  be  required 
to  carry  the  log  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  of  each  week  during  his 
confinement,  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Edward  C.  Hughe*,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  4oth  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  fifteen  days, 
carrying  a  log  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  from  reveille  to  retreat, 
allowing  one-half  hour  for  each  meal. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  sentence  is  so  modified  that  the  log  will  be  carried  on  alternate 
days  only  ;  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  Hazard  Watson,  Company  C,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress ;  to 
be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and 
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to  he  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  thfs  case  are  approved,  and  the 
sentence — although  too  lenient  for  the  adequate  punishment  of  the 
offense— will  he  duly  executed: 

7th.  Private.  Jacob  IloffeMtr,  Company  K,  !)th  Infantry. 

CllAltoK — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Pi.ka — Guilty. 

Ft  munis — Guilty. 

Sk.vtkxck — To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  twenty  days  ;  ami  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dol¬ 
lars  of  his  monthly  pay,  per.  month,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved  ;  and  the 
sentence — although  too  lenient  for  the.  adequate  punishment  of  the 
offense — will  he  duly  executed. 

8th.  First  Sergeant  John  N.  Lair. 'ion,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

CllAltoK  1 — -Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  I — lii  that  he,  John  N.  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K.  2d  Cavalry,  did,  in  the  presence  of  enlisted  men,  speaking 
of  his  superior  officer,  1st  Lieutenant  John  A.  Waiilcss,  2d  Cavalry, 
call  him,  the  said  Lieutenant  Waul  ess, — *‘ad — d  hound, " — or  words 
to  that  effect. 

This  at  camp  on  Looking-Glass  Creek,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  20tb 
day  of  July,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  that  lie,  John  AT.  Lawson .  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  2d  Cavalry,  did.  in  the  presence  of  enlisted  men,  speaking 
of  his  superior  officer,  1st  Lieutenant  John  A.  Wnuless,  2d  Cavalry, 
call  him.  the  said  Lieutenant  U’anless, — “a  son  of  a  h — h,’’ — or  words 
to  that  effect. 

This  at  camp  on  Looking-Glass  Creek,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  25tb 
day  of  August,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  that  he,  John  Ar.  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  2d  Cavalry,  after  having  charged  on  the  muster  and  pay 
rolls  of  Company  lv,  2d  Cavalry,  to  Michael  McNamara,  Private 
Company  Iv,  21  Cavalry,  one  pound  of  tobacco,  did  refuse  to  deliver 
the  tobacco  to  the  said  Michael}  McNamara,  Private  Company  K, 
2d  Cuvalry. 


1  about  the  25t1r 
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This  at  camp  on  Looking-Glass  Creek,  Neb.,  on  or 
day  of  August,  1870. 

Specification  4 — In  that,  he,  John  A".  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  Iv,  2d  Cavalry,  did  take  and  receive  from  Sergeant  It.  l\  H ar¬ 
bour,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  for  which 
sum,  he,  the  said  1st  Sergeant  John  X.  Lawson.  did  agree  to  see 
that  one  government  pistol  lost  by  said  Sergeant  linvhoiir ,  should 
not  be  charged  against  him,  the  said  Sergeant  Harbour,  on  the  mus¬ 
ter  and  pay-rolls  of  his  company. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W,  '1'.,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  I8ii9. 

Specification  5 — In  that  he,  Juba  X.  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant  Com¬ 
pany  K.  2d  Cavalry,  did  fail  to  report  to  his  captain.  James  Eagan, 
Captain  2d  Cavalry,  commanding  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry,  that  one 
pistol,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  the  said  Cap¬ 
tain  Eagan  was  responsible,  was  lost. 

’■’his  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T..  on  or  about  the  loth  day  of  October. 
18C9. 

Specification  (i — In  that,  he,  John  N.  Lawson ,  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  2d  Cavalry,  did  say  to  Corporal  l)ih /wahl,  Who  was  in 
charge  of  the  company  rations  of  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry,  and  di¬ 
rect  him,  the  said  Corporal  Dingwithl,  to  send  a  quantity  of  sugar 
to  the  said  John  X.  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry, 
for  his  own  use;  and  upon  refusal  of  said  Corporal  Dingwaltl  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  sugar,  the  said  Sergeant  Lawson  did  say, — ‘‘You’  want  to 
understand  that  I  am  1st  Sergeant  of  this  company,  and  if  I  send 
for  sugar  or  anything  else,  if  it  takes  the  last  grain,  I  want  yon  to 
send  it  to  me,  and  by  G — <1  wlnit  I  say  the  Captain  backs  me  in  it. 
it  don’t  make  a  d — d  bit  of  difference  what  it  is.” 

’Phis  at  camp  on  Looking-Glass  Creek,  Neb.,  dn  or  about  the  1st 
day  af  August.  1870. 

Specification  7 — In  that  he,  John  X.  Lawson,  1st  Sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  2d  Cavalry,  while  on  duty  at  Fort  Fetternian,  W.  T.,  did 
trade  to  some  Arrapahoe  Indians  then  at  that  post,  part  ofjhe  com¬ 
pany  rations  and  ammunition  for  beaver  skins  for  his  own  use. 

'1  his  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1809. 

Specification  8 — Tn  this,  that  the  said  1st  Sergeant  John  N.  Law- 
son,  Company  K,  2d, Cavalry,  did  in  a  highly  insubordinate  and  offeil- 
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sive  manner  approach  his  superior  officer,  1st  Lieutenant  John  A. 
Wanless,  *2d  Cavalry,  and  did  say, — “Now  Wanless,  I  have  returned 
Roach  to  duty  with  the  company,  he  is  doing  you  nor  any  one  else 
any  good,” — meaning  Private  Roach  of  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry,  who 
was  at  the  time  in  charge  of  the  horse  of  said  Lieutenant  Wanless. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  25th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1870. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specfiication  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  5th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  6th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  7th  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  8th  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  but  attach  no 
criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier. 

In  this  case,  of  all  the  long  list  of  charges  alleged  against  Ser¬ 
geant  Lawson — there  being  eight  specifications  under  the  first  charge 
alone,  some  of  them  detailing  very  fraudulent  and  dishonorable  acts, 
and  going  back  upwards  of  eighteen  months — he  is  found  guilty  of 
but  one,  namely,  that  alleging  a  certain  want  of  respect  in  his  man¬ 
ner  on  one  occasion  while  speaking  to  Lieutenant  Wanless.  Even 
in  this  particular,  the  character  given  the  prisoner  by  those  officers 
who  have  known  him  longest,  is  so  excellent,  and  his  acquittal,  un¬ 
der  so  many  grave  accusations,  is  so  creditable,  that  it  is  not  difficult 
to  believe  that  the  two  witnesses  who  depose  to  his  unbecoming 
manner  at  the  time,  were  mistaken  in  their  judgment,  especially  as 
one  of  them,  now  returned  to  civil  life,  was  the  officer  by  whom 
these  grossly  cumulative  charges  were  preferred,  and  the  other  was 
not  connected  with  the  same  company  with  the  prisoner,  and  could 
uot  have  been  very  familiar  with  his  usual  demeanor.  However 
this  may  be,  Sergeant  Lawson  seems  to  have  passed  through  a  ser- 
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vice  of  nine  years  in  the  army  without  any  serious  blemish  on  his 
military  record,  and  to  have  steadily  preserved  the  respect  and  es¬ 
teem  of  his  officers  during  that  time;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  easy 
to  suppose  that  he  would,  without  great  provocation,  have  so  sud¬ 
denly  forgotten  his  plainest  duty.  The  eighth  specification,  under 
:  which  he  has  been  found  guilty,  implies,  without  directly  alleging, 
that  Sergeant  Lmrxtut  improperly  volunteered  his  insubordinate 
remarks  to  Lieutenant  Ifiw/es.',  without  being  first  addressed  by 
that  officer,  while  the  evidence  shows  the  contrary  to  he  the  fact. — 
1  he  finding  as  it  stands,  therefore,  cannot  be  fully  approved  with¬ 
out  injustice. 

The  general  impropriety  of  storing  up  offenses  agaeist  an  accused 
person,  to  he  brought  forward  long  after  the  alleged  acts  of  miscon¬ 
duct  were  committed,  and  when  the  lapse  of  time  has  rendered  their 
refutation  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  has  rarely  been  illustrated 
more  forcibly  than  in  this  case.  There  is  generally  in  eases  like 
this,  still  more  when  the  accused  party  is  a  non-commissioned  officer, 
a  very  strong  suggestion  of  malice  and  personal  ill-will  on  the  part 
of  the  accuser.  '1  he  proceedings  and  findings,  with  the  exceptions 
indicated  above,  are  approved.  The  sentence  is  approved,  and  re¬ 
mitted. 

Sergeant  Latrson  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9th.  Private  John  Wilson ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Chargk — Desertion. 

Pi.ka — -Guilty. 

Fi.vjmxg — Guilty. 

Skxtevck — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fourteen  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  to  make 
good  the  time  lost  by  desertion;  and  to  be  restored  to  duty. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved,  and  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Nothing  appears  in  the  record  to  show  the  reason  for  a  sentence 
of  such  singular  leniency. 

10th.  Wagoner  George  Day,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Cbakgk — Absence  without  leave. 

Pi.ka— Guilty. 

Fixiii.vg — Guilty. 

Sextexck— To  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay, 
for  the  period  of  two  months. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  Charles  Baker ,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Ch Alton — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  Charles  Baker ,  Company  K,  2d 
Cavalry,  did  enlist  in  the  said  company  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1870, 
and  to  bring  about  said  enlistment,  did  sign  a  certificate  on  said  en¬ 
listment  papers,  that  he  had  never  been  previously  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  lie  knew  of  no 
impediment  existing  to  his  enlisting  in  the  service  ;  which  statement 
was  false  and  intended  to  deceive  the  officer  who  enlisted  him,  (1st 
Lieutenant  IF.  P.  Clark,  Adjutant  2d  Cavalry,)  inasmuch  as  he, 
the  said  Private  Baker ,  had  been  previously  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry,  by 
sentence  of  a  General  Court  Martial,  under  the  name  of  Conrad 
Burk,  as  per  General  Orders  No.  30,  Headquarters  Department  ofthe 
Platte,  Omaha,  Neb.,  September  16th,  1868. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  date  specified. 

Plea — -Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  ot  the  laundress,  and  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Pith.  Private  Henry  McCann,  Company  D,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per 
■  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  John  A.  Alley,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification  1 — In  that  Private  John  A.  Atley,  Company  A,  9th 
Infantry,  having  been  relieved  from  extra  duty  in  the  post  hospital 
at  Omaha  Barracks,  January  1 8th,  1871,  and  ordered  to  report  to 
his  company  Commander  for  duty,  did  fail  to  comply  with  said 
order. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  John  A.  Atley ,  Company  A,  9th 
Infantry,  did,  after  being  absent  without  leave,  come  into  the  bar¬ 
rack-room  of  his  company  after  laps,  in  a  drunken  condition,  falling 
over  wood  and  benches,  thereby  awaking  a  great  many  members  of 
the  company. 

All  this  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  nights  of  January  18th 
and  19th,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Fixmxo  — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings  and  findings,  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  very  lenient,  but  will  be  duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  Ixaac  R.  Huy  ley,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  Isaac  R.  Bayley ,  Company  A,  9th 
Infantrv,  did  become  so  drunk  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  his  duty 
as  a  soldier. 

This  on  the  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th  and  18th  days  of  January.  1871, 
at  Omaha  Barracks. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay,  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  at:d  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

15th.  Private  Willard  Rogers ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Willard  Rogers ,  Company  A, 
9th  infantry,  having  obtained  permission  from  his  company  Com- 
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tnander  to  be  absent  from  tattoo  roll  call  on  the  1.5th  day  of  January, 
1871,  and  from  reveille  roll  call  on  the  Itith  dny  of  January, 
1871,  did  proceed  to  Omaha — a  distance  of  three  miles,  more  or 
less,  dressed  in  citizens  clothing,  without  permission,  thereby  eaust 
ing  his  arrest  as  a  deserter  for  which  thirty  dollars  reward  was  paid. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  day  and  dates  above 
mentioned. 

Pl.EA  — Guilt  V. 

Fixnixo — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  refund  to  the  United  States  thirty  dollars — the 
cost  of  his  arrest — and  to  be  confined  for  one  month,  at  hard  labor 
in  charge  of  the  guard. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

In  consideration  of  the  prisoner's  inexperience  as  a  soldier,  and 
his  general  good  character,  the  imprisonment  is  remitted.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

16th.  Private  John  Russell,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Ciiaroe  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Ouiltv. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and' specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances' 
now  due ;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for 
six  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  fundings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
and  the  sentence  will  he  duly  executed. 

The  crime  of  desertion  is  one  of  the  gravest  an  enlisted  man  can 
commit,  and  deserves  the  severest  punishment.  Where,  however, 
the  deserter  manifests  his  repentance  by  a  voluntary  surrender  to 
tbe  military  authority,  he  may  generally  look  for  a  clement  consid¬ 
eration  of  his  offense.  The  prisoner,  in  this  case,  is  shown  to  have 
returned  voluntarily;  but  in  view  of  his  long  absence  in  desertion — 
little  less  than  a  year — the  sentence  will  not  be  mitigated. 

17th.  Private  John  T.  Atoiory,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 


Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  T.  Mown/,  Company 
K,  9th  Infantry,  did  sell,  or  otherwise  unlawfully  dispose  of,  one  gov¬ 
ernment  overcoat. 

This  at  or' near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  9th  day 
of  December,  1*70. 

Charge  4 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Charge  5 — Attempted  theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and- 
military  discipline. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  4th  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  5th  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  5th  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  while  being  drummed  out  to  wear  a  placard  with 
the  word  “Thief,"  painted  thereon — this  placard  to  be  worn  on  his 
back. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved,  except 
the  finding  under  the  5th  charge,  under  which  it  is  thought,  the  ev¬ 
idence  is  insufficient.  The  sentence  is  approved,  but  the  forfeiture 
of  pay  is  so  modified  that  the  prisoner  shall  receive  fifteen  dollars 
when  discharged.  As  mitigated  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

18th.  Private  Hit-hard  William *,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Assault  with  intent  to  kill,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or¬ 
der  and  military  discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress; 
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to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  <»f  the  United  States;  and 
to  be  confined  in  such  State  prison  as  the  Department  Commander 
may  direct  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

In  this  case,  though  no  witness  testifies  to  seeing  the  prrsoner  dis¬ 
charge  his  pistol  at  Lyons,  the  circumstantial  evidence  to  his  doing 
so  is  irresistible.  It  is  far  less  clear  that  he  did  this  with  malice 
aforethought,  and  not  quite  certain  that  he  intended  to  kill.  The 
man  Lyons — apparently  mad  with  jealousy,  for  which  no  reason  is 
shown  to  have  existed. — had  repeatedly  declared  to  others  that  he 
would  take  Williams'  life,  and  Williams  had  been  cautioned  to  be 
on  his  guard.  Two  days  before  the  assault,  Lyons  told  Private 
Roach,  that  he  meant  to  “shoot  the  son  of  a  b — h  Williams,"  if  he 
caught  him  in  town.  The  next  day  he  said  to  Private  Driscoll, — 
“I  shall  kill  Williams  the  first  chance  I  get  at  him,” — and  when 
saying  this  “his  eyes  looked  like  coals  of  fire,”  and  his  manner  sat¬ 
isfied  Driscoll,  that  he  meant  to  do  what  he  promised.  Again,  on 
the  evening  of  the  struggle,  and  but  a  minute  before  it,  he  remarked 
to  Private  Roach,  that  he  had  seen  Williams  riding  in  a  buggy,  and 
that  he  would  “just  as  soon  kill  him  as  eat  his  supper.”  Leaving 
the  supper  table  as  he  said  this,  he  went  into  the  quarters  and  saw 
Williams  there  at  his  box.  Lyons  therefore  “went  to  his  box  with 
a  rush,”  the  two  men  came  together  and  clinched,  and  Williams 
wounded  Lyons,  not  dangerously,  in  the  shoulder  with  a  pistol  he 
had  borrowed  the  day  before.  Lyons'  animosity  against  the  pris¬ 
oner  seems  to  have  been  of  long  standing,  for  as  early  as  November 
last,  he  made  inquiries  of  Roach  about  Williams,  and  showed  the 
former  as  he  spoke,  a  slung  shot,  which  he  said  he  always  carried 
about  with  him  and  always  should,  cautioning  him  to  say  nothing 
about  it.  As  Williams  had  been  kept  informed  of  Lyons'  menaces, 
he  might  reasonably,  and  probably  did,  inter  from  Lyons'  demeanor 
that  he  was  seeking  for  a  weapon  in  his  box,  and  it  is  not  at  all  un¬ 
likely  that  he  grappled  with  him  from  an  instinct  of  self-preserva¬ 
tion.  When  the  two  men  were  put  asunder,  however,  Lyons  had  no 
weapon  in  his  hands,  though  he  carried  a  slung-shot  concealed;  and 
Williams  was  clearly  wrong  in  firing  upon  him  until  at  least  he  had 
reason  to  believe  his  life  was  actually  in  danger.  But  even  this 
statement  is  open  to  modification  if  Lyons  were  the  larger  of  the  two, 
and  likely  soon  to  overpower  his  antagonist  by  his  superior  weight 
and  strength.  Upon  this  point,  however,  there  is  no  testimony.  It 


is  probable  that  the  prisoner  would  have  offered  evidence  to  show 
this  relative  discrepancy  of  physical  strength,  had  such  discrepancy 
existed. 

The  unexplained  omission  to  procure  the  evidence  of  Lyons,  in  a 
case  in  which  he  bore  so  prominent  a  part,  is  not  unobserved. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  The  sentence  is  mit¬ 
igated  to  three  month's  confinement  under  guard  ;  and  as  modified 
will  be  duly  executed. 

19th.  Privates  Edward  Sheehan  and  Marcus  Dame ,  Company  F, 
14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plica— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  them. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  are  approved. 

The  joinder  of  the  two  prisoners  is  permissible  in  this  ease,  because 
the  proof  shows,  and  the  specification,  without  distinctly  alleging  it, 
implies,  that  their  offense  was  committed  simultaneously  and  with 
concert  of  action.  But  in  general,  absence  without  leave,  should  not 
be  charged  jointly  against  several  prisoners. 

20th.  Private  Edward  Butts,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are,  or  may  become,  due  for  the 
same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

21st.  Private  Peter  Mason,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  for  one  month  ;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


22d.  Private  Philip  O'  Connell,  U tiassigiied,  1st  Cavalry. 

Chargk — Desertion. 

Pi.ba— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  now  due  or  to 
become  due,  except  fifteen  dollars,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  prisoner's  long  confinement  the  sentence  is  modified 
to  read  “thirty  dollars,"  instead  of  “fifteen  dollars;”  and  as  miti¬ 
gated  will  be  duly  executed. 

23d.  Private  Franz  Holler,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Chargk — Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Franz  Holier,  Company  G, 
14th  Infantry,  while  a  member  of  the  guard  and  a  sentinel  over 
prisoners,  did  suffer  one  ol  said  prisoners  to  rnn  away  from  him  and 
escape. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  January  20tb,  1875. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  four  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  evidence  seems  to  the  reviewing  authority,  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  justify  a  conviction  under  the  charge  of  neglect  of  duty.  In 
deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  however,  the  proceedings, 
findings,  and  sentence  are  approved.  The  sentence  is  remitted. 

Private  Hotter  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

24th.  Private  John  Daly,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  in  violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  for  one  month :  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  two  months;  and  to  carry  a  log  weighing 
twenty-four  pounds  each  day  from  reveille  until  retreat  (allowing 
one  half  hour  lor  each  meal,)  during  the  same  period. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

25th.  Private  William  Lawless,  Company  F,  1 4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  fora  period  of  two  months  ;  and  to  carry  a  twenty-four  pound 
log  each  day  from  reveille  until  retreat,  allowing  one  half  hour  for 
each  meal. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

26th.  Private  John  1).  Satterfield,  Company  G,  1 4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  aquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 

Private  Satterfield  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

27th.  Private  James  Williams,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  James  Williams,  Company  K, 
2d  Cavalry,  did  stab  or  cut  with  a  knife,  Private  John  Schultle, 
Company  C,  2d  Cavalry.  This  with  the  intention  of  killing  said 
Private  John  Schuttle,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  night  of 
January  I4th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  James  Williams,  Company  K, 
2d  Cavalry,  did  stab  or  cut  with  a  knife,  Private -  Costello,  Com¬ 

pany  C,  2d  Cavalry.  This  with  the  intention  of  killing  said  Private 
-  Costello,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  night  of 
January  14th,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty,  except  the  words — “with  the  intention  of  killing.’’ 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  Service  of  the 
United  States  ;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  due  or  may 
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become  due;  and  lo  be  eonfiued  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander  may  direct,  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

The  evidence  for  the  defence,  in  this  case,  is  so  directly  contra¬ 
dictory  to  that  of  the  prosecution,  that  the  Court  would  have  done 
well  to  direct  the  examination  of  other  witnesses,  even  if  to  do  this 
made  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  trial.  The  testimony  of  the  two 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  is  manifestly  unreliable.  They  repre¬ 
sent  that  they  were  squabbling  good-temperedly  together  in  Miliani’s 
saloon  near  Omaha  Barracks,  when  without  any  provocation,  and 
for  no  cause  known  to  them,  the  prisoner  stabbed  Schuttle  in  the 
back ;  cutting  Costello  subsequently  in  the  head,  while  resisting  the 
latter  in  his  endeavor  to  take  possession  of  the  knife.  Both  witnesses 
admit  that  they  had  been  drinking. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  incredible  in  itself  that  the  prisoner  should 
have  had  no  provocation  for  his  act ;  and  secondly ;  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
marked  that  both  the  government  witnesses  are  interested  in  sup¬ 
pressing  whatever  acts  of  theirs  occasioned  the  violence  of  the  pris- 

It  is  testified  by  the  prisoner's  witness,  who,  so  far  as  it  appears, 
has  no  reason  for  bias  one  way  or  the  other,  that  the  two  men — 
Schuttle  and  Costello — first  assaulted  him  and  the  prisoner,  by 
knocking  witness’  hat  off  violently  more  than  once,  and  striking  the 
prisoner  in  the  face,  and  that  they  then  knocked  the  prisoner  down 
and  got  upon  him.  In  witness’ judgement  the  prisoner  acted  wholy 
in  self  defence. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  reviewing  authority,  this  latter  statement  of 
the  circumstances  is  much  the  more  trustworthy  of  the  two.  The 
one  is  intrinsically  probable,  while  the  other  is  intrinsically  improba¬ 
ble,  if  not  impossible.  And  while  the  witnesses  to  the  latter  story, 
as  has  been  remarked,  are  deeply  interested  in  exonerating  them¬ 
selves  from  blame,  the  prisoner’s  witness  on  the  contrary,  has  no 
discernable  interest  in  the  affair  of  any  kind;  and  moreover,  both 
Costello  and  Schuttle  were  intoxicated  at  the  time,  and  are  on. 
this  account  not  entitled  to  implicit  credence,  even  if  now  intending 
to  tell  the  entire  truth. 

In  view  of  the  probability  that  the  use  of  a  knife  was  not  strictly 
necessary  to  the  prisoner’s  escape,  and  as  he  pleads  guilty  to  disor¬ 
derly  conduct,  the  sentence  will  not  be  disapproved,  but  will  be  mit- 
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igated  to  imprisonment  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month; 
and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

28th.  Private  Michael  Carroll,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Michael  Carroll,  of  Com¬ 
pany  M,  2d  Cavalry,  did  threaten  the  life  of  Private  Henry  Wilson, 
Company  M,  2d  Cavalry,  by  following  said  Wilson  around  with  a 
knife,  until  knocked  down  in  the  1st  Sergeant’s  room  by  Acting  1st 
Sergeant  Charles  Everett,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry,  and  the  knife 
with  which  he  threatened  the  said  Private  Wilson's  life,  taken  away 
from  him. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  23d  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1871 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

-With  a  slight  amendment  of  the  specification,  it  is  thought  that 
the  evidence  in  this  case  would  have  justified  a  conviction  under  this 
charge. 

The  prisoner  was  intoxicated  on  the  evening  alleged ;  he  had 
challenged  Private  Wilson  to  fight,  shortly  after  stable  call ;  he  fol¬ 
lowed  him  to  the  1st  Sergeant’s  room,  whither  Wilson  had  gone  to 
avoid  him,  and  several  times  called  him  to  come  out;  and  when  ar¬ 
rested,  a  butcher’s  knife  was  found  concealed  in  his  breast.  It  is 
a  fair  inference  that  his  purpose  was  a  disorderly  and  hostile  one, 
and  had  the  Court  amended  the  specification  by  striking  out  the 
mention  of  the  knife,  the  prisoner  might  well  have  been  found  guilty 
under  the  charge. 

Under  the  pleadings  precisely  as  drawn,  the  proceedings,  findings, 
and  acquittal  are  approved,  and  the  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

29th.  Sergeant  James  W.  Rolfe,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Sergeant  James  W.  Rolfe,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  having  received  from  Saddler  James  Vane,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  (sick  in  hospital,)  accounts  to  be  collected  from 
members  of  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  to  the  amount  of  fifty-five  dol- 


lars,  or  thereabouts,  and  having  collected  said  accounts,  did  appro¬ 
priate  the  money  to  his  own  use. 

Charge  2 — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  ;  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  inav  become  due,  for 
one  year ;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  one  year. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  Specification  to  the  first  charge  contains  no  allegation  of 
time  or  place.  The  prisoner’s  plea  of  guilty  amends  this  otherwise 
fatal  defect. 


If.. .Paragraph  6,  General  Orders  No.  6,  current  series  from  these 
Headquarters,  is  rescinded  as  published  in  error. 

III.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  3,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  David  Krause ,  14th 
Infantry,  is  President,' and  2d  Lieutenant  John  H.  Coale,  9th  Infan¬ 
try,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


3P  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

distant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  February  25,  1871. 

GENERA!,  ORDERS,  1 

No  11.  } 

I. ..So  much  of  Paragraph  2,  General  Orders  No.  24,  of  1870,  from 
these  Headquarters,  as  requires  requisitions  for  Subsistence  supplies 
to  be  transmitted  in  triplicate,  is  rescinded. 

IF.. .So  much  of  General  Orders  No  6,  current  series,  from  these 
Headquarters,  as  mitigates  the  sentence  of  General  Court  Martial 
in  the  case  of  Private  Daniel  Lawler,  Company  “F,"’  9th  Infantry,  is 
amended  so  as  to  limit  the  forfeiture  of  his  pay  to  the  term  of  his 
confinement. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Adgdr: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official  : 


Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


G.  C.  M. 


Second  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Young,  4th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha ,  Nebraska .  February  27.  1871. 

UENERAI.  ORDERS)  I 

No.  12.  } 


I. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D.  A. 
Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No.  It*, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  John 
H.  King,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  George  R.  Russell, 
9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : — 

Second  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Young,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 
Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  2d  Lieutenant  Robert  11.  Young, 
4th  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D,  13th  Infantry,  having  re¬ 
ceived  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  A.  Morrow,  Commanding  13th 
Infantry,  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  an  official  communication  in  the 
form  of  an  endorsement  upon  an  official  return  of  Company  D,  13tli 
Infantry,  for  the  month  of  December,  1870,  previously  submitted  by 
Lieutenant  Young  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrow,  which  endorse¬ 
ment  was  in  the  following  words  : — 

Headquarters  I3th  Infantry, 

*  Camp  Douglas,  January  10,  1871. 

Respectfully  returned.  The  signature  of  the  officer  signing  this 
return  is  illegible,  and  cannot  be  made  out  by  reference  to  the  Army 
Register  or  any  authority  at  these  Headquarters.  The  date  that  he 
assumed  command  of  the  company,  and  by  what  order,  and  also  date 
that  Lieutenant  Thompson  left  the  post,  and  the  number  and  date 
of  the  order  appointing  Lieutenant  Chance  Post  Adjutant,  must 
be  stated. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrow. 

(Signed)  H.  C.  Pratt, 

First  Lieutenant  13th  Infantry. 

Acting  Adjutant, 

did  make  and  return  the  following  disrespectful  and  untruthful 
endorsement  on  the  same  return,  viz  : — 

“Respectfully  returned  with  the  information  that  the  number  and 
date  of  the  order,  by  virtue  of  which  I  assumed  command  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  are  stated  in  the  return  of  Company  D,  13th  Infantry,  for  the 
month  of  December,  1870.  The  number  and  date  of  the  order  re¬ 
lieving  Lieutenant  Thompson  from  duty  with  the  company,  are 
stated  in  the  above  named  return;”  which  statements  were  untruth¬ 
ful,  and  therefore  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  in  that 
they  were  intended  to  convey  the  false  impression  that  such  dates  and 


numbers  of  orders  were  stated  in  the  returns  in  question  when  orig¬ 
inally  received  at  Headquarters  of  the  13th  Infantry,  when  in  faet 
they  were  not  so  originally  stated,  but  were  inserted  by  Lieutenant 
Young,  or  by  his  orders,  after  the  receipt  by  him,  of  said  return  for 
correction. 

This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  13th  dav  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  2d  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Young, 
4th  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D,  13th  Infantry,  having  re¬ 
ceived  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  A.  Morrow,  Commanding  13th 
Infantry,  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  an  official  communication  in  the 
form  of  an  endorsement  upon  an  official  return  of  Company  D,  13th 
Infantry,  for  the  month  of  December,  1870,  previously  submitted  by 
Lieutenant  Young  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrow ,  which  endorse¬ 
ment  was  in  the  following  words  viz: — 

HEADQUARTERS  13th  INFANTRY, 

Camp  Douglas,  January  10,  1871. 

Respectfully  returned.  The  signature  of  the  officer  signing  this 
return  is  illegible,  and  cannot  be  made  out  by  reference  to  the  Army 
Register  or  any  authority  at  these  Headquarters.  The  date  that  he 
assumed  command  of  the  company  and  by  what  order,  and  also  the 
date  that  Lieutenant  Thompson  left  the  post,  and  the  number  and 
date  of  the  order  appointing  Lieutenant  Chance  Post  Adjutant, 
must  be  stated. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrow, 

( Signed )  H.  C.  Pratt, 

First  Lieutenant  13th  Infantry, 

Acting  Adjutant, 

did  return  said  official  communication  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moi~row, 
with  an  untruthful  endorsement  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract, — “The  signature  of  the  officer  commanding  Company  D,  13th 
Infantry  is  legible,  and  therefore  will  uot  be  changed,” — which  state¬ 
ment  was  wilfully  false  and  intended  to  deceive,  he  having  altered, 
or  caused  to  be  altered,  the  said  signature  by  erasing  a  portion  of 
it  after  receiving  the  said  return  for  correction  from  his  Command¬ 
ing  officer. 

This  on  or  about  January  13th,  1871,  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  2d  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Young,  4th 
Infantry,  in  reply  to  an  official  endorsement  addressed  to  him  from 
Headquarters  13th  Infantry,  upon  the  return  of  Company  D,  13th 
Infantry,  for  the  month  of  December,  1870,  of  which  company  the 
accused  was  then  in  command;  which  endorsement  was  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  to  wit; — 

Headquarters  13th  Infantry, 

Camp  Douglas,  January  10,  1871. 

Respectfully  returned.  The  signature  of  the  officer  signing  this 
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return  is  illegible,  and  cannot  be  made  out  by  reference  to  the  Army 
Register  or  any  authority  at  these  Headquarters.  The  date  that  he 
assumed  command  of  the  company,  and  by  what  order,  and  also 
date  that  Lieutenant  Thompson  left  the  post,  and  the  number  and 
date  of  the  order  appointing  Lieutenant  Chance  Post  Adjutant 
must  be  stated. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morrow, 

(Signed)  H.  C.  Pkatt, 

First  Lieutenant  13th  Infantry. 

Acting  Adjutant, 

did  make  and  subscribe  a  most  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  en- 
dorsment  on  said  return,  as  follows: — 

Fort  Fred.  Steele, 

January  13,  1871. 

Respectfully  returned,  with  the  information  that  the  number  and 
date  of  the  order  by  virtue  of  which  I  assumed  command  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  stated  in  the  return  of  Company  D,  13th  Infantry,  for  the 
month  of  December,  1870.  The  number  and  date  of  the  order  re¬ 
lieving  Lieutenant  Thompson  from  duty  with  the  company  is  stated 
in  the  above  named  return.  The  precise  time  at  which  he  left  this 
post  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  return.  The  number  and 
date  of  the  order  appointing  Lieutenant  Chance  Post  Adjutant,  is 
also  given  in  this  return. 

The  signature  of  the  officer  commanding  Company  D,  is  legible, 
and  therefore  will  not  be  changed. 

( Signed )  Robert  H.  Yocno, 

Second  Lieutenant  4th  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  D,  13th  Infantry, 
which  endorsement  he  did  forward  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  13th 
Infantry,  as  a  reply  to  a  previous  official  communication  from  that 
officer;  thereby  committing  a  gross  breach  of  official  decorum  to 
wards  his  superior  and  commanding  officer.  This  on  or  about 
January  13th  1871,  at  Fort  Fred  Steele,  W.  T. 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded — Not 
Guilty. 

The  Court,  after  maturely  considering  the  evidence  adduced,  finds 
the  accused  as  follows: — 

Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  of  the  words — 
“and  untruthful”  in  the  expression — “did  make  and  return  the 
following  disrespectful  and  untruthful  endorsement” — and  ex¬ 
cepting  the  words — “which  statements  were  untruthful  and 
therefore  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  geutleman,  in  that  they 
were  intended  to  convey  the  false  impression  that  such  dates  and 
numbers  of  orders  were  stated  in  the  return  in  question  when 
originally  received  at  Headquarters  of  the  13th  Infantry,  when 
in  fact  they  were  not  so  orginally  stated,  but  were  inserted  by 
Lieutenant  Young,  or  by  his  orders,  after  the  receipt  by  him 
of  said  return  for  correction,” — of  which  excepted  words — Not 
Guilty. 


Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilt}-. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty,  butguiltv  of  Conduct  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  sentence  him,  2d  Lieutenant  Robert 
H.  Young ,  4th  Infantry,  to  be  reprimanded  in  General  Orders,  by 
the  Commanding  General,  Department  of  the  Platte. 

The  finding  of  aquittal  under  the  2d  specification  to  the  first 
charge  is  disapproved,  as  it  appears  to  the  reviewing  authority  to  be 
in  conflict,  not  only  with  the  evidence  in  the  case,  but  with  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Young's  written  admissions;  every  allegation  in  it  being  mani¬ 
festly  founded  in  fact  and  sustained  by  proof,  except  one,  viz : — 
that  which  declares  the  offensive  statement  forming  the  base  of  the 
specification  to  have  been  “willfully  false  and  intended  to  deceive.” 
With  this  exception,  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  reply  made  by  Lieutenant  Young  to  an  official  communica¬ 
tion  from  his  superior  and  commanding  officer,  was  indisputably  im¬ 
proper  and  discourteous  in  tone,  and  a  serious  breach  of  official  and 
military  good  manners. 

Lieutenant  Young  calls  attention,  in  his  defence,  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  honorably  mentioned  in  orders  for  services  in  this  De¬ 
partment  against  hostile  Indians.  He  can  scarcely  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded  that  no  gallantry  in  the  field,  however  conspicuous,  can 
justify  insubordination  and  want  of  official  decorum  in  the  ordinary 
duties  of  military  life,  and  the  reviewing  authority  is  compelled  to 
say  that  he  finds. these  offenses  gravely  prominent  in  the  act  for 
which  Lieutenant  Young  has  been  recently  brought  to  trial  before  a 
military  Court. 

Lieutenant  Young  will  be  released  from  arrest  and  restored  to 
duty. 


By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 
GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska,  February  28,  1871. 


5ENERAI,  ORDERS,  7 

No  13.  J 


1..  .The  following  is  the  present  Staff  of  the  Department  Comman¬ 
der,  modified  conformably  to  General  Orders  No.  7,  current  series, 
from  the  War  Department. 

Personal  Staff : 

Captain  George  B.  Russell,  9th  Infantry,  Aide-che-Camp.  / 
Captain  Henry  G.  Litchfield,  2d  Artillery,  Aide-de-Camp.  v 
Department  Staff: 

''  Major  George  D.  Ruggles,  Adjutant  General’s  Department,  Adju¬ 
tant  General. 

/  Major  Herbert  P.  Curtis,  Judge  Advocate’s  Department,  Judge 
Advocate. 

Major  Alexander  J.  Perry,  Quartermaster’s  Department,  Chief 
Quartermaster,  Purchasing  and  Depot  Quartermaster. 

Captain  John  W.  Barriger,  Subsistence  Department,  Chief  Com¬ 
missary,  Purchasing  and  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Surgeon  Joseph  B.  Broion,  Medical  Department,  Medical  Director, 
and  Attending  Surgeon. 

v  Major  Benjamin  Alvord,  Pay  Department,  Chief  Paymaster, 
v  Captain  William  A.  Jones,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Engineer  Officer. 
k  Captain  John  R.  McGinness,  Ordnance  Department,  Chief  Ord¬ 
nance  Officer. 

11.. .Major  Nelson  B.  Sweitzer,  2d  Cavalry,  late  Acting  Assistant.^ 
Inspector  General,  is  relieved  from  the  Department  Staff,  and  will 
report  to  Headquarters  of  his  regiment  for  duty  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb. 

111.. .5.cond  Lieutenant  Adolphus  W.  Greely,  5th  Cavalry,  late 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer,  upon  turning  over  the  property  and 
funds  for  which  he  is  responsible,  will  be  considered  as  relieved  from 
duty  in  this  city,  and  will  report  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Fort 
Laramie  for  duty  with  his  company  at  that  post. 

IV.. .Captain  John  H.  Belcher,  Assistant  Quartermaster  U.  S. 
Army,  Depot  Quartermaster  at  Omaha,  will  turn  over  all  property 


and  funds  lor  which  he  is  responsible,  to  Major  Alexander  J.  Perry, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Department. 
Upon  completion  of  this  transfer,  and  of  his  papers  as  Depot  Quar¬ 
termaster,  Captain  Belcher  will  be  considered  as  relieved  from  fur¬ 
ther  duty  in  this  city  and  Department,  and  will  report  for  instructions, 
by  letter,  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army. 

V...The  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  now  on  duty  as  attending 
Surgeon  in  this  city,  is  relieved  from  further  duty,  and  will  report  to 
the  Medical  Director  for  annulment  of  contract. 


By  Commanh 


Official: 


of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


A  ide-de-  Gamp. 


Fort  I).  A.  Russkih  . 

William  Kelli/,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

John  Carnet/,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Jacob  Miller,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Richard  E.  Mc.LUosch,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 
Four  Bkidgkk. 

Charles  Marlin,  Company  F,  15th  Infantry. 

James  W.  llullstcd,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 
Luke  Malone,  Company  F,  J  3th  Infantry. 

Richard  Doran,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry 
Jacob  Ingleshee,  Company  C,  7th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska .  March  1,  l8i 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D.  A. 
Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  237, 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
John  D.  Devin,  Oth  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  H. 
Montgomery,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : 

1st.  Private  William  Kelly,  Company  I.  Oth  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Forgery,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Charge  2 — Uttering  a  forged  sutler’s  money  order,  to  the  preju. 
dice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “did  willfully  and  knowingly  forge  the  name 
of  his  Company  Commander,  Captain  F.  Mears,  Oth 
Infantry.’’ 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty,  but  attach  no  criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the  words — “did 
willfully  and  knowingly  pass,  give,  and  utter,  at  the 
sutler's  store,  a  forged  money  cheek  or  order.” 


Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty,  but  attach  no  criminality  thereto. — 
And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  are  approved. 
The  check  which  the  prisoner  was  accused  of  forging  should  have 
been  appended  to  the  record  as  an  exhibit.  It  is  a  rule  of  general 
application  that  the  originals,  or  certified  copies,  of  every  piece  of 
documentary  evidence  used  in  a  case,  should  be  transmitted  with 
the  record  of  the  trial,  and  made  a  part  of  it; — the  originals,  if  of  no 
other  official  use.  Private  Kelly  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  John  Carney,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  John  Carney ,  Company  B, 
14th  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  company 
quarters  of  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  and  when  being  taken  to  the 
guard  house  by  1st  Sergeant  Frank  Burke ,  Company  B,  14th  Infan¬ 
try,  he  being  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  at  the  time,  did  threaten 
to  strike  him,  1st  Sergeant  Frank  Burke,  Company  B,  14th  Infan¬ 
try,  and  did  call  him  a  “d - d  son  of  a  b — h.”  This  at  Fort  D. 

A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  John  Carney,  Company  B, 
1 4th  Infantry,  on  being  ordered  by  Sergeant  H.  1).  Sullivan,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  14th  Infantry,  to  leave  his  quarters  and  attend  the  assem¬ 
bly  of  his  company  at  reveille  roll  call,  did  use  abusive  and  threat¬ 
ening  language  toward  the  said  Sergeant  H.  D.  Sullivan,  Compa¬ 
ny  B,  14th  Infantry,  to  wit: — “You  d — d  son  of  a  b — h,  I  will  fix 
you,  you  are  not  man  enough  to  lick  me.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  23d  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1870. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Nolle  prosequi  entered  by  the 
prosecution. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  three  months;  and  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor,  at  the  place  where  his  company  may  be  serv¬ 
ing,  for  the  same  period. 


Ill  this  case  Sergeant  Burke,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  testifies 
that  after  the  prisoner  called  him  insulting  names  he  “struck  him 
of  course.”  The  evidence  shows  that  instead  of  saying  “struck,” 
he  should  have  said  “knocked  down  and  kicked  in  the  face.”  This 
is  not  the  way  in  which  any  non-commissioned  officer  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  orders;  and  in  view  of  this  im¬ 
proper  treatment,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  read  “one  month,” 
instead  of  “three  months;”  and  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Jacob  Miller,  Company  I),  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  -loth  Article 
of  War. 

Charge  2 — General  worthlessness,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline. 

Pi.ea— To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  5th  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “while  he  was  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
as  stable  orderly.” 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “without  cause  or  provocation.” 

Of  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  5th  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
six  months;  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  forfeiting  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
that  are  now  due  or  that  may  become  due. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are.  approved, 
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but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  three  months.  As  mit¬ 
igated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Richard  E.  Mclnlasch,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Change — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Richard  E.  Mclntasch , 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  was  drunk  and  disorderly  in  his  company 
quarters.  This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  5th 
day  of  January,  1871. 

Specification  - — I n  this  that  he,  Private  Richard  E.  Mclnfosch, 
Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  did  strike  in  the  face  with  his  clenched  fist, 
Sergeant  William  Blake,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry,  who,  in  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  his  duty,  was  taking  said  Mclutosch  to  the  guard  house. 
This  at.  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  5th  of  January, 
1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Fi  xdi  x  g — G  uil  ty . 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  at  the  post  where  his 
company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a 
twelve-pound  ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  six-foot  chain;  and  to 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Bridger,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  7, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Robert 
S.  LaMotle,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Gus- 
taous  M.  Bascorn,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried; — 

1st.  Private  Charles  Martin,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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2d.  Private/.  IF.  Hallsled,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Chakgb  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  /.  IF.  Hallsled,  Company 
F,  13th  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  liquor  as  to 
he  totally  unfit  for  the  duties  for  which  he  was  detailed  in  the  Sub¬ 
sistence  Department.  This  at  or  near  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on  or 
about  the  20th  day  of  October,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  J.  IF.  Hallsled,  Company 
F,  13th  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  liquor  as  to 
be  totally  unlit  for  the  duties  for  which  ho  was  detailed  in  the  Sub¬ 
sistence  Department.  This  at  or  near  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T„  on  or 
about  the  25th  day  of  October,  1870. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  /.  IF.  Hallsled,  Company 
F,  13ih  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  liquor  as  to 
be  totally  unfit  for  the  duties  for  which  he  was  detailed  in  the  Sub¬ 
sistence  Department.  This  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on  or  about 
the  25th  day  of  November,  1870. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Pi.ka — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  three  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Luke  Malone,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  nine  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Richard  Doran,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 


Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Richard  Doran .  Company* 
G,  13th  Infantry,  was  absent  from  his  company  without  proper  au¬ 
thority  at  retreat  roll  call,  on  the  17th  day  of  October,  1870.  This 
at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T. 

ADDITIONAL  CHARGES. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Richard  Doran ,  Com¬ 
pany  G,  13t.h  Infantry,  did,  in  violation  of  existing  Post  General 
Orders  No.  49,  series  1870,  leave  the  post  of  Fort  Bridger.  W.  T.. 
without  a  written  pass  from  proper  authority.  This  at  Fort  Bridger, 
W.  T.,  on  the  4th  day  ol  December,  1870. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Richard  Doran ,  Com¬ 
pany  G,  13th  Infantry,  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unfit  to  perform  his  duties  as  a  soldier. 
This  at  or  near  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on  the  4th  day  of  December, 
1870. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty, 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

ADDITIONAL  CHARGES. 

To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge— Guilty 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

oth.  Private  Jacob  Inglesbee ,  Company  C,  7th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  one  year;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  same  period. 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  testimony  of  the  Post  Surgeon  to  the  prisoner’s  men¬ 
tal  feebleness,  the  sentence  is  remitted.  Private  Inglesbee  will  be 
restored  to  duty. 

III. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  237,  series  of 
1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John  D.  De¬ 
vin,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  H.  Montgomery , 
5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


Bv  Com) 


Official 


Ni>  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


- 


Fort  Fetterman. 

•s  1.  Private  Peter  Burke,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 
f  2.  Private  John  Burke ,  Company  A.  4th  Infantry. 

^  3.  Private  Isaac  Wallace ,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

^  4.  Private  Thomas  Wright ,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

•J  o.  Private  Francis  H.  Nealis,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

'ttSS.WZS?'  i  Comp.,.,-  A,  4U,  I»&i.iry. 

J  7.  Private  Robert  S.  Moore ,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Fort  Rawlins. 

C/^Private  Henry  Gillin,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Thomas  J.  Jerry,  Company  K,  1 3th  Infantry. 

W'A.  Private  James  Flynn ,  Company  B,  1 3th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  March  2,  1H71. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  15. 


I...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Fet 
terman,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  238. 
series  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Alex¬ 
ander  Chambers,  4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  A. 
W.  Vogdes,  4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : — 

1st.  Private  Peter  Burke,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Peta •  Burke ,  Company  A, 
4th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  go  to  the  guard  house  by  Captain 
John  Miller,  4th  Infantry,  with  Sergeants  Julius  Helmer  and  Benja¬ 
min  Jones,  of  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  did  escape  from  the  afore* 
said  sergeants,  and  did  remain  abseut  until  apprehended  by  1st 
Lieutenant  A.  W.  Vogdes,  4th  Infantry,  at  Little  Box  Elder  Canon, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  post  of  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.  All  this 
at  or  near  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  14th;  1871. 


Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  ami  allowances  due  him,  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  to  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  of  his  month¬ 
ly  pay  per  month  for  the  period  of  eight  months;  to  he  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period,  wearing  a 
ball  and  chain;  twenty-four  pounds  in  weight,  attached  to  his  left 
leg,  for  the  first  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Burke ,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Chakue  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
deseipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Burke ,  of  Company 
A,  4th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  go  to  the  guard  house  by  Captain 
John  Miller,  4th  Infantry,  with  Sergeants  Julius  Helmer  and  Benja¬ 
min  Jones,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  did  escape  from  the  aforesaid 
sergeants  and  remain  absent  until  apprehended  by  1st  Lieutenant 
A.  IP.  Voi/des,  4th  Infantry,  at  Little  Box  Elder  Canon,  about,  ten 
miles  from  the  post  of  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.  All  this  at  or  near 
Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  14th,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  to  forfeit  fifteen 
dollars  of  his  monthly  pay,  per  month,  for  the  period  of  eight  months; 
to  he  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  twenty-four  pounds  in  weight,  at¬ 
tached  to  his  ieft  leg,  for  the  first  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  previous  good  character  the  sentence 
is  modified  to  read  ‘‘six  months,”  instead  of  “eight  months,”  and  as 
mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Isaac  Wallace,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 


Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Isaac  Wallace,  Company 
A,  4th  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  to  go  to  the  guard  house  by  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Miller,  t th  Infantry,  with  Sergeants  Julius  Helmer  and 
lienjaniin  Jones,  of  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  escape  from  the 
aforesaid  sergeants  and  remain  absent  until  apprehended  by  1st 
Lieutenant  .1.  If.  Vngdes,,  1th  Infantry,  at  Little  Box  Elder  Canon, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  post  of  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.  All  this 
at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  I4th,  1871. 

Pi.ba— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  him,  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  to  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  of  his  month¬ 
ly  pay  per  month  for  the  period  of  eight  months;  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period,  wearing  a 
ball  and  chain,  twenty-four  pounds  in  weight,  attached  to  his  left 
leg,  for  the  first  three  mouths. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Thomas  Wright,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
word  ‘‘twenty,”  substituting  the  words  “nine  or  ten.’- 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  him,  ex¬ 
cept  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  of  his 
pay,  per  month,  for  the  period  of  nine  months;  to  be  confined  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor  for  the  same  period,  wearing  a 
ball  twenty-four  pounds  in  weight  attached  to  his  left  leg,  for  the 
first  three  months. 

In  this  case  the  findings  under  the  2d  charge  are  disapproved  on 
the  ground  of  insufficient  evidence,  especially  in  view  of  the  acquit¬ 
tal  by  the  Court  of  Private  Nealis,  who  was  charged  with  having 
furnished  the  prisoner  with  the  gnn  which  the  latter  is  convicted  of 


having  stolen.  The  findings  under  the  first  charge  are  approved. — 
The  sentence  is  approved  and  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  fifteen  dol¬ 
lars  of  his  pay,  per  month,  for  five  months,  and  confinement  at  hard 
labor  for  the  same  period;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Francis  H.Nealis ,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Francis  H.  Nealis  Compa¬ 
ny  A,  4th  Infantry,  did  aid  in  the  desertion  of  Privates  John  Burke, 
Peter  Burke,  Isaac  Wallace  and  Thomas  Wright,  of  Company  A, 
4th  Infantry,  by  furnishing  one  breech  loading  rifle  musket  and  nine 
rounds  of  cartridges.  All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on 
or  about  January  13th,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  acquittal  in  this  ease  are  approved. 

Private  Nealis  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

(>th.  Privates  Sylvester  Gough  and  John  Durkin,  Company  A,  4th 
Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Privates  Sylvester  Gough  and  John 
Durkin,  of  Company  A,  Ith  Infantry,  did  carry  a  message  from  de¬ 
serters  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  (Privates  John  Burke, 
Peter  Burke,  Isaac  Wallace  and  Thomas  Wright,  of  Company  A,  4  th 
Infantry,)  to  their  Company  Commander,  Captain  John  Miller,  4th 
Infantry,  without  previously  informing  the  Acting  1st  Sergeant,  Au¬ 
gust  Tobler,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  of  the  presence  of  the  afore¬ 
said  deserters  at  the  post,  in  order  to  lead  to  their  apprehension, 
thereby  aiding  and  abetting  in  their  desertion. 

All  this  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  13,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Privates  Sylvester  Gough  and  John 
Durkin,  of  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  did  aid  and  connive  at  the 
desertion  of  Privates  John  Burke,  Peter  Burke,  Isaac  Wallace  and 
Thomas  Wright,  of  Company  A,  4th  Infantry,  from  the  service  of 
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the  United  States,  by  not  reporting  their  whereabouts  to  their  Com¬ 
pany  Commander,  Captain  John  Miller ,  4th  Infantry,  they  knowing 
at  the  time  when  they  conveyed  a  message  from  the  aforesaid  de¬ 
serters.  of  their  presence  in  the  garrison.  All  this  at  Fort  Fetter- 
man,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  ldth,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  thirty  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fiifteen  dol¬ 
lars  of  their  monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

In  this  case  the  finding  under  the  first  specification  is  disapproved 
for  the  reason,  that  according  to  the  evidence,  the  prisoners  had 
every  reason  to  suppose  from  the  actions  and  language  of  the  1st 
Sergeant,  that  he  knew,  as  he  did  know,  the  deserters  were  then  ac¬ 
cessible,  and  within  or  near  the  garrison.  The  sergeant  employed 
the  prisoners  as  messengers  between  him  and  the  deserters,  and  un¬ 
der  such  circumstances  to  have  informed  him  that  they  were  at  hand 
would  have  been  superfluous.  The  finding  under  the  2d  specifica¬ 
tion  is  approved.  The  sentence  is  approved,  but  the  forfeiture  of 
pay,  in  each  case,  is  remitted. 

The  Judge  Advocate  puts  to  Sergeant  Tubler  the  question: — “In 
your  opinion  would  this  conduct  (of  the  two  prisoners)  aid  and  abet 
the  desertion  of  this  party  or  not  ?”  and  the  witness  replies: — “Accor¬ 
ding  to  my  opinion  it  would.”  This  was  manifestly  an  inadmissible 
interrogatory. 

It  was  for  the  Court  to  form,  not  borrow,  an  opinion  as  to  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  prisoners’  acts. 

7th.  Private  Robert  S.  Moore,  Company  A,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Robert  S.  Moore,  Compa¬ 
ny  A,  4th  Infantry,  did  steal  and  carry  away  one  breech  loading  ri- 
He  musket,  cal.  50,  and  forty  rounds  of  cartridges,  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  John  Miller,  4th  Infantry, 
is  responsible.  All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fetterman,  on  or  about 
February  3d,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 


Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  ihe  service,  forfeiting 
all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  to  become  due;  and  to  be  confined  at 
bard  labor  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  General  Commanding  may 
direct  for  one  year. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  peni¬ 
tentiary  at  Fort  Madison.  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place  of  con¬ 
finement  for.  the  prisoner,  to  which  place  he  will  be  conducted  un¬ 
der  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort.  Raw¬ 
lins,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  7,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Nathan  IV. 
Osborne ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  li. 
Guthrie ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried:-— 

1st.  Private  Henri /  Gillin,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion,  in  violation  of  the  20th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that,  are  now  due  or 
that  may  become  due;  to  refund  to  the  United  States’  Government 
any  expense  that  may  have  been  incurred  in  his  apprehension;  also 
to  refund  the  money  value  of  any  articles  of  ordnance  or  ordnance 
stores,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  or  tobacco,  now 
charged  against  him.  Immediately  on  promulgation  of  this  sen¬ 
tence,  to  be  indelibly  marked  upon  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one 
and  one-half  inches  long,  ten  days  thereafter  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  United  States’  service. 

The  prisoner  was  arrested  in  uniform  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  day- 
after  his  departure  from  Fort  Rawlins;  and  he  asserts  that  he  went 
to  collect  a  debt  from  some  soldiers  at  Camp  Douglas,  intending  to 
return  at  once.  That  his  purpose  was  to  desert  is  a  matter  of  infer¬ 
ence,  from  the  single  fact  that  he  was  found  in  Salt  Lake  City,  no 
proof  being  offered  to  show  the  animus  non-revertendi,  and  no  in¬ 
quiry  being  made  into  the  truth  of  his  story. 

In  view  of  the  scantiness  of  evidence,  and  of  his  long  confine¬ 
ment  prior  to  his  trial,  the  shaving  of  his  head  and  marking  are  re¬ 
mitted.  The  stoppages  will  be  deducted  from  his  arrears  of  pay, 
as  required  by  Paragraph  1358,  Revised  Army  Regulations. 


With  these  exceptions,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence 
arc  approved,  and  the  sentence  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Thoma.ii  ./.  Tent/,  Company  K,  Kith  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion, 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  ajl  pay  and  allowances,  that  are  now  due  or 
that  may  become  due;  to  refund  to  the  United  States  all  expenses 
incurred  in  his  apprehension,  and  also  to  refund  the  money  value  of 
all  articles  of  ordnance,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  ami 
tobacco,  charged  against  him;  immediately  upon  the  promulgation 
of  this  sentence,  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  let¬ 
ter  I),  one  and  one-half  inches  long,  and  ten  days  thereafter  to  have 
bis  head  shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

In  this  ease  the  sentence  reads  as  if  it  were  intended  the  prisoner 
should  refund  the  expenses  of  his  arrest,  &e. ,  in  addition  to  forfeit¬ 
ing  all  pav  and  allowances  due  or  to  become  due.  I'he  specified 
stoppages  will  be  deducted  from  his  arrears  of  pay,  as  required  by 
Paragraph  1358,  of  Revised  Army  Regulations. 

With  this  amendment,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  James  Flynn,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Flynn,  Company  B, 
13th  Infantry,  did,  while  a  prisoner,  and  under  charge  of  a  guard, 
and  before  he  had  been  tried  for  the  offense  that  placed  him  in  the 
guard  house,  make  his  escape  from  the  sentinel  placed  over 
him,  and  did  not  return  to  his  guard  until  apprehended  the  same 
night  in  his  company  quarters,  about  eight  o’clock.  This  at  Fort 
Rawlins,  U.  T.,  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States’  Government  twelve  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same 
period. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

III.  ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No  7,  current  series  from 
these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Robert  S.  LaMotte,  13th  In¬ 
fantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Leiutenant.  Gustav us  M.  ftascom,  13th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

IV. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  238,  series  of  1870, 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Alexander  Chambers , 
4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Anthony  W.  Voydes, 
4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Bkigadiek  Genera i.  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


1.  Private  Louis  Sc/iaoJ\  Company  F,  4 1 It  Infantry. 

2.  Private  William  S.  Court  land.!,  Company  1),  tilt  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Elijah  Wilson,  Company  K,  4th  Infantry. 

1.  Private  Emerson  Slough,  Company  K,  4th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Patrick  Thompson,  Company  G.  4th  Infantry. 

(i.  Private  John  Hell,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  William  Howl,  Company  K,  4th  Infantry. 

8.  Private  Thomas  lh-unj,  Company  F,  4th,  Infantry. 

9.  Private  Rcnjamin  Sunshine,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

10.  Private  Charles  M.  Fox,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

HKA DQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha.  Nebraska.  March  3.  1871. 


OKDKItS,  I 

it;.  J 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Lara¬ 
mie  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  13,  cur¬ 
rent  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John 
Rzika,  4th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Dacid  I.  Eze¬ 
kiel,  4th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : — 

1st.  Private  Louis  Schaat',  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Louis  SchuaJ’,  Company 
F,  4th  Infantry,  did  make  use  of  the  following  language  regarding 
his  company  commander  1st  Lieutenant  D.  I.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infan¬ 
try — “I’ll  not  serve  under  the  G — d  d — d  Jew" — or  words  to  that 
effect:  and  did  further  say — “I'll  cut  Lieutenant  Ezekiel's  G — d 
d — d  throat  the  first  time  I  get  a  chance" — or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Louis  Schaaf,  Company  F, 
Ith  Infantry,  did  create  a  disturbance  in  the  ranche  of  one  William 

II.  Brown,  a  citizen  residing  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  and  did 
take  part  in  said  disturbance.  This  near  Fort  Laramie,  YV.  T.,  on 
or  about  the  14th  of  January,  1871. 


Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Louis  SchaaJ',  Company  F, 
4th  Infantry,  did,  in  the  ranche  of  one  William  H.  Brown ,  a  citizen 
residing  near  Fort.  Laramie,  W.  T.,  threaten  the  life  of  one  Ransom 
Sumner ,  a  Private  of  Company  D,  4th  Infantry,  in  the  following 
language,  to  wit — “I  want  to  kill  that  0 — d  d — d  son  of  a  b — h,” 
(meaning  the  said  Sumner,)  “and  I  will  the  first  chance  I  get,”  or 
words  to  that  effect.  This  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about 
the  14th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  Private  Louis  Schaaf,  Company  F, 
4th  Infantry,  did,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  day  of  January,  1871, 
enter  the  ranehe  of  one  William  FI.  Brown,  a  citizen  residing  near 
Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  and  did  attempt  to  create  a  disturbance  there¬ 
in,  making  use  of  the  following  language  to  said  Brown ; — “You 
are  a  G — d  d — d  cowardly  son  of  a  b — h,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T..  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1871. 

Specification  5 — In  this,  that  Private  Louis  Schaaf,  Company  F, 
4th  Infantry,  did,  in  the  ranche  of  one  William  H.  Brown,  a  citizen 
residing  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  endeavor  to  prevent  one  ot  the 
men  in  the  employ  of  said  Brown  from  obeying  the  orders  given 
him  by  the  said  Brown. 

This  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1871 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — Toforfeitto  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  month¬ 
ly  pay  for  the  period  of  five  months;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  la¬ 
bor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period,  wearing  a  ball 
weighing  twenty  four  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg,  by  a  chain  six 
feet  long. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  arc  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  priso¬ 
ner  is  so  unruly  and  insubordinate  a  character,  and  has  been  tried 
and  convicted  so  often  of  acts  of  misconduct,  that  the  sentence  in 
this  case  is  regarded  as  much  too  lenient. 

2d.  Private  William  S.  Courtlandt,  Company  I),  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 


Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowan¬ 
ces  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of 
the  laundress;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  wearinjr  a  ball  weighing  twen¬ 
ty-four  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  at  the 
expiration  of  said  confinement  to  be  marked  with  indelible  ink  on 
the  left  hip  with  the  letUr  1),  two  inches  long,  and  to  be  dishonor¬ 
ably  discharged  and  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  mark¬ 
ing  will  be  inflicted  ten  days  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  con¬ 
finement. 

3d.  Private  Elijah,  Wilson .  Company  K,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Pi.ka—  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard, 
for  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four 
pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  said  confinement  to  be  marked  with  indelible  ink,  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  two  inches  long,  and  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  and  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findiugs,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  nine  months.  The  mark¬ 
ing  will  be  inflicted  ten  days  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  confinement.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Emerson  Slough,  Company  K,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

•  Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  wearing  a  twenty-four  pound  ball 
attached  to  his  left  leg,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  at  the  expiration 
of  said  confinement  to  be  marked  with  indelible  ink  on  the  left  hip 


with  the  letter  I),  two  inches  long,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
and  drummed  out  of  the  United  States’  service 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Patrick •  Thompson,  Company  G,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Patrick  Thompson ,  Company 
G,  4th  Infantry,  did,  without  authority,  sell  for  the  sum  of  twelve 
dollars,  more  or  less,  one  Springfield  breech-loading  rifle,  pattern 
1868,  and  No.  .'!206,  to  a  citizen  at  this  post,  the  said  rifle  being 
property  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Captain  John  Rziha, 
4th  Infantry,  being  responsible  for  the  same.  This  on  or  about 
November  26tli  1870,  at  or  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding 
General  of  the  Department  may  direct  for  the  period  of  one  and 
one-half  years. 

In  view  of  the  time  which  elapsed  between  the  loss  of  the  rifle 
and  its  sale  by  the  prisoner,  and  the  apparent  indifference  with  which 
he  sold  the  arm  without  altering  its  appearance  to  a  man  at  the 
same  post;  the  reviewing  authority  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  are 
no  sufficient  grounds  for  convicting  the  prisoner  under  the  first 
charge. 

He  admits  having  sold  the  gun  on  the  26th  of  November,  but  de¬ 
nies  positively  having  stolen  it  on  the  15th  of  October  previous,  and 
the  only  proof  of  his  guilt  is  the  fact  of  its  being  in  his  possession 
six  weeks  after  its  disappearance.  His  statement  is,  that  while  hunt¬ 
ing  on  Deer  Creek  in  the  month  of  November  last,  he  found  the  gun 


in  a  hole  in  which  his  dog  had  been  digging  for  a  badger,  and  sup¬ 
posing  it  to  have  been  secreted  there  by  a  deserter,  or  some  man  in¬ 
tending  to  desert,  he  brought  it  into  the  post  and  sold  it  to  Mc.Gce, 
making  no  secret  of  it. 

There  is  no  inherent  impossibility  in  this  story,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  men  not  unfrequently  prepare  for  desertion  by  hiding  their  arms, 
&c.,  in  some  place  where  they  can  find  them  later. 

The  account  is  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  require  its  summary  re¬ 
jection  as  a  manifest  falsehood;  and  it  is  a  familiar  rule  of  criminal 
law, — “that  where  a  man  in  whose  possession  stolen  property  is 
found,  gives  a  reasonable  account  of  how  he  came  by  it,  it  is  incum¬ 
bent  on  the  prosecution  to  show  that  the  account  is  false.” 

The  force  and  value  of  the  presumption  of  guilt  from  the  mere 
fact  of  possession  of  the  stolen  property  is  stated  by  Greenleaf  as  very 
slight;  and  that  writer  says  that  “it  is  necessary  for  the  prosecution 
to  add  the  proof  of  other  circumstances  indicative  of  guilt.”  That 
the  prisoner  sold  the  arm  six  weeks  later,  is  a  circumstance  of  this 
sort;  but  the  interval  is  too  long  to  permit  the  presumption  against 
the  prisoner  to  be  regarded  as  a  demonstration,  without  further  and 
stronger  proof. 

His  sale  on  his  private  account  of  a  rifle  which  he  knew  must 
belong  to  the  Government,  was  a  serious  offense,  and  merits  severe 
punishment. 

The  findings  under  the  first  charge  are  disapproved.  The  find¬ 
ings  under  the  2d  charge  are  approved.  The  sentence  is  approved 
but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  six  months.  The  pen¬ 
itentiary  at  Fort  Madison.  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place  of  con¬ 
finement  for  the  prisoner,  to  which  place  he  will  be  conducted  un¬ 
der  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  peniten¬ 
tiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

fith.  Private  John  Bell,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis* 
cipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

In  this  case  the  evidence  is  thought  to  be  strong  against  the  pris¬ 
oner;  but  in  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  the  proceedings, 
findings,  and  acquittal  are  approved. 


The  record  in  this  ease  does  not  show  that  the  prisoner  was  offer¬ 
ed  the  right  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution. — 
This  should  never  be  left  to  be  inferred,  and  the  omission  of  such 
an  entry  is  a  grave  irregularity  in  the  proceedings.  If  a  prisoner 
cross-examine  a  witness,  the  record  of  course  shows  the  fact.  If  he 
do  not  wish  to  do  so,  the  following  entry  should  be  made — “The 
prisoner  declined  to  cross-examine."  The  neglect  to  insert  this 
statement  may  invalidate  the  entire  proceedings,  and  its  introduct  ion 
is  therefore  most  necessary. 

Private  Bell  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

7th.  Private  William  Bond,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

Ciiaiige — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification  ^-Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  T, 
two  inches  long;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  Department  may  designate  for  the  peri¬ 
od  of  three  years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
but  the  marking  with  the  letter  T,  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of 
the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Mad¬ 
ison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place  of  confinement  for  the  prison¬ 
er,  to  which  place  he  will  be  conducted  under  suitable  guard,  and 
turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this 
order. 

8th.  Private  Thomas  Drury ,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

CnAiuiE — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Drury,  Company  F, 
4th  Infantry,  being  present  when  Private  Louis  Schaaf,  Company 
F,  4th  Infantry,  in  speaking  of  his  Company  Commander,  1st  Lieu- 


tenant  D.  I.  Ezekiel.  4th  Infantry,  made  use  of  the  following  lan¬ 
guage — “I’ll  not  serve  under  the  G — d  d — d  Jew’’ — did  make  reply 
as  follows: — “Neither  will  I,  d — n  him” — or  words  to  that  effect;  and 
also  when  the  said  Schanf  still  speaking  of  the  said  Lieutenant  E- 
zekiel,  made  use  of  the  following  expression  — “I'll  cut  Lieutenant 
Ezekiel's  G — d  d — d  throat  the  first  time  I  get  a  chance” — or  words 
to  that  effect,  did  make  reply  in  the  following  language  — “Do  it, 
give  it  to  him;  and  G — d  d — n  him  I'll  help  you” — or  words  to  that 
effect. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Drury ,  Company 
F.  4th  Infantry,  was  present  with  Private  Louis  Schanf,  Company 
F,  4th  Infantry,  when  the  said  Schanf  created  a  disturbance  in  the 
ranche  of  one  IF.  II.  Brown,  a  citizen  residing  near  Fort  Laramie, 
W.  T.,  and  did  take  part  in  said  disturbance,  and  did  draw  a  revol¬ 
ver,  and  conduct  himself  in  a  riotous  and  disorderly  manner.  This 
near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  January, 
1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Drury,  Company 
F.  4th  Infantry,  being  present  when  Private  Louis  Schanf  Compa¬ 
ny  F,  -4th  Infantry,  when  in  speaking  of  Private  Ransom  Sumner, 
I)  Company’,  4th  Infantry,  did  threaten  the  life  of  said  Sumner  in 
the  lollowing  words— “I  want  to  kill  that  God  d — d  son  of  a  b — h, 
and  will  the  first  time  I  get.  a  chance,” — did  himself  threaten  the 
life  of  said  Sumner  in  the  following  language — “Go  for  him,  kill 
him,  God  d — n  him;  kill  him  and  I’ll  help  you,” — or  words  to  that 
effect:  thereby  attempting  to  incite  said  Schaaf  to  the  murder  of 
said  Sumner  by  pledging  his  assistance  in  said  murder.  This  near 
Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Drury,  Company 
F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  on  the  night  of  the  1 4th  day  of  January,  1871, 
enter  the  ranch  of  one  William  H.  Brown,  a  citizen  residing  near 
Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  and  did  refuse  to  leave  said  ranche  when  order¬ 
ed  by  said  Brown,  but  remained  there  and  continually  demanded 
drinks,  although  he  had  been  informed  by  said  Brown  that  the  es¬ 
tablishment  was  closed  for  the  day,  and  did,  by  his  actions  and  con¬ 
duct  attempt  to  bring  about  a  fight  between  said  Brown  and  his,  the 
said  Drury's,  companions. 
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This  near  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  a 
nary,  1871. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st.  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard,  at  hard 
labor,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period 
of  four  months,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to 
his  left  leg,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same 
period. 

In  this  case  the  sentence  is  deemed  extremely  leuient.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  findings  are  approved,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

9th.  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  99th  Arti¬ 
cle  of  War. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  having  been  ordered  by  Sergeant  Patrick  Sul¬ 
livan,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry,  to  keep  quiet,  did  continue  to  talk 
in  an  impudent  and  insubordinate  manner. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  when  ordered  by  Sergeant  Patrick  Sullivan. 
Company  F,  4th  Infantry,  to  stop  talking  about  his  Company  Com¬ 
mander,  1st  Lieutenant  D.  I.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infantry,  did  reply  in  an 
insolent  and  insubordinate  manner — “I  wont  do  it,  I’ll  shut  up  for 
nobody;  I’ll  go  to  the  guard  house” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  Ser¬ 
geant  Patrick  SuUiran,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  his  Com¬ 
pany  Commander,  1st  Lieutenant  D.  I.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infantry,  refuse 
to  obey  said  order.  All  this  in  the  quarters  of  Company  F,  4th  In- 


about  the  14th  day  of  Janua- 


fantry,  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or 
ry,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  in  the  quarters  of  said  company  (F,  4th 
Infantry)  make  use  of  the  following  words,  to  wit; — “I  talk  to  offi¬ 
cers  just  the  same  as  I  talk  to  you'1  (meaning  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  company)  “and  I  told  Captain  Ezekiel  that  I  would  not  serve 
under  a  man  that  treated  his  men  as  he  (meaning  1st  Lieutenant 
Ezekiel)  did,”  or  words  to  that  effect;  which  latter  statement  was 
maliciously  false;  and  did  further  harangue  the  enlisted  men  of  F 
Company,  4th  Infantry,  thereby  trying  to  create  dissatisfaction 
amongst  them  against  their  Company  Commander,  1st  Lieutenant 
D.  1.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infantry,  and  attempting  by  his  (the  said  Sun¬ 
shine's)  conversation  to  bring  disrespect  upon  the  said  1st  Lieuten¬ 
ant  D.  I.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infantry,  Commanding  B'  Company.  This 
at  Fort  Laramie, *W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  when  ordered  by  Sergeant  Patrick  Sullivan, 
Company  F,  4th  Infantry,  to  keep  quiet,  did  reply — “l  wont,  you 
can  put  me  in  the  guard  house  and  be  d — d,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 
This  at  B’ort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  January, 
1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by 
Sergeant  Patrick  Sullivan,  Company  F,  4th  Infantry,  offer  violence 
to  said  Sergeant  by  attempting  to  seize  him,  the  said  Sergeant,  by 
the  throat.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day 
of  January,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  Private  Benjamin  Sunshine,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  while  going  through  the  quarters  of  Com¬ 
pany  F,  4th  Infantry,  to  the  guard  house,  with  Sergeant  Patrick  Sul¬ 
livan,  attempt  to  seize  a  musket  from  a  gun  rack,  evidently  with  the 
intention  of  resisting  the  said  sergeant,  who  was  in  the  execution 
of  his  office.  All  this  in  the  quarters  of  Company  F,  4th  Infantry, 
At  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  January,  1871. 
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Plea — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “in  an  insolent  and  insubordinate  manner.” 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilt}’,  except  of  the 
words  “and  be  d — d." 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty.  A 

To  the  4th  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  of  the 
words  “evidently  with  the  intention  of  resisting  the 
said  sergeant,  who  was  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  five  months,  and  to  be 
confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period;  the  first 
seven  days  of  each  month  to  be  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and 
water,  and  the  remainder  of  each  mouth  at  hard  labor. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  Charles  M.  Fox ,  Company  F,  4ih  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Charles  M.  Fox ,  Company 
F,  4th  Infantry,  did,  between  the  hours  of  5  and  8  o’clock,  p.  m.,  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1871,  visit  the  ranche  of  William  Brown,  cit¬ 
izen,  near  the  post  of  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  and  in  a  boisterous  and 
disorderly  manner,  demand  to  be  furnished  with  some  beer,  and  upon 
being  informed  by  Mr.  Brown,  that  the  orders  of  the  post  command¬ 
er  forbade  him  selling  beer  after  retreat,  did  say — “D — n  the  post 
commander  and  his  orders,”  and  did  say  further,  that  he  would  have 
the  beer  anyhow,  and  upon  being  still  refused  by  Mr.  Brown,  did 
abuse  him  by  calling  him  a  “d — d  liar  and  a  son  of  a  b — h,”  say¬ 
ing — “I’ll  put  a  mug  on  you  for  this.” 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Charles  M.  Fox,  Company 
F,  4tli  Infantry,  having  been  put  out  of  the  ranehe  of  Mr.  William 
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Brown,  near  the  post  of  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  between  the  hours  of 
5  and  8  o’clock  p.  m.,  of  the  26th  of  January,  1871,  did,  in  the 
course  of  about  one-halt  hour  return  to  the  house  of  the  said  Brown 
with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  and  did  enter  the  said  house  and  delib¬ 
erately  aim  his  musket  at  the  said  Brown,  when  the  musket  was 
caught  hold  of,  and  the  muzzle  thrown  up  by  one  of  Mr.  Brown's 
employees;  and  did  say  a  few  minutes  afterwards  when  leaving  the 
house,  “Brown,  I’ll  kill  you,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  except  of  the  words 
•‘damn  the  post  commander  and  his  orders,”  “and  did 
say  further;”  and  also  of  the  words,  “by  calling  him  a 
d — d  liar  and  a  son  of  a  b — h,  and  say  I'll  put  a  mug 
on  you  for  this.” 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except — “and  deliberate¬ 
ly  aim  his  musket  at  the  said  Brown,  when  the  musket 
was  caught  hold  of  and  the  muzzle  thrown  up  by  one  of 
Mr.  Brown's  employees,  and  did  say  a  few  minutes  af¬ 
terwards  when  leaving  the  house — 1  Brown  I’ll  kill  you,’ 
or  words  to  that  effect.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  except  of  the  words 
— “a  d — d  liar,”  and  also  of  the  words — “saying, 
I'll  put  a  mug  on  you  for  this.” 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  of  the  word, 
“deliberately.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  fourteen  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  peri¬ 
od,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four  pounds  attached  to  his  left 
leg,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  13,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John  Rziha,  4th  In- 
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fantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  D.  I.  Ezekiel,  4th  Infantry 
Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Buioadier  General  Atrot^ 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLE 

Assistant  jAfa  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 


Gr.  g; 

Private  William  Maroney,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Thomas  Hefty,  Regimental  Band  14th  Infantry. 
Private  James  Cendley,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  John  Redmond,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Francis  Zoller,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Alexander  Andrews .  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 
Private  James  Montgomery,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  James  Kelly,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Wagoner  Hiram  McQuillan,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  4,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  17.  } 


I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  conveued  at  Fort  Sedg. 
wick,  C.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  14,  cur¬ 
rent  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Col¬ 
onel  George  A.  Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Second 
Lieutenant  William  W.  McCammon,  Adjutant  14th  Infantry,  Judge 
Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  William  Maroney,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charue  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  William  Maroney,  Company 
K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  guard,  while 
paraded  with  the  guard  at  retreat  roll  call,  did  attempt  to  discharge 
his  musket,  and  did  use  loud,  vulgar,  and  obscene  language,  and 
did  resist  the  lawful  authority  of  his  superior,  Sergeant  John  Budds, 
Company  K,  14th  Infantry,  while  in  the  execution  of  his  office  en¬ 
deavoring  to  arrest  the  said  Private  William  Maroney,  Company  I\, 
14th  Infantry. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  November  28th,  1870. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 


Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  fifteen  days,  said  confinement  to  date  from 
the  receipt  of  the  order  promulgating  the  aeutence  at  this  post,  and 
such  hard  labor  to  consist  of  carrying  on  his  shoulder  a  log  of  wood 
weighing  thirty  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  between  reveille  and  re¬ 
treat,  each  alternate  day  during  his  term  of  confinement;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the 
period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Thomas  Hefty.  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Hefty,  Regimental 
Band,  14th  Infantry,  did  engage  in  a  game  of  cards  for  money,  and 
did  quarrel  with  Private  Michael  Welsh,  Regimental  Band  14th  In¬ 
fantry,  and  did  use  loud  and  profane  language,  and  did  strike  with 
his  fist  and  knock  down  said  Private  Welsh,  thereby  disturbing  and 
annoying  other  men  of  the  Regimental  Baud,  14th  Infantry. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  in  the  quarters  of  the  Regimental 
Band,  14th  Infantry,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Specification —  In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Hefty,  Regimen¬ 
tal  Band,  14th  Infantry,  did  mutilate  an  order  posted  in  the  Band 
quarters,  14th  Infantry,  for  the  observance  and  government  of  the 
Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry,  said  order  having  been  published 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward,  Commanding. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1870. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  did  use  loud  and  profane  language,” 
and  the  words — “and  knock  down,”  and  of  the  ex¬ 
cepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 


Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  99th  Article  of  War. 

Sentence — Toforfeitto  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  month¬ 
ly  pay  per  month,  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The  specification  to 
the  2d  charge  is  imperfect,  in  that  it  does  not  allege  the  mutilation 
of  the  order  to  have  been  done  intentionally.  The  prisoner’s  act 
seems  to  have  been  an  accident.  In  the  absence  of  testimony  show¬ 
ing  the  contrary,  the  findings  under  this  charge  are  disapproved. 

The  findings  under  the  1st  charge  are  approved,  but  as  Private 
Welsh  drew  a  knife,  and  both  men  seemed  to  be  equally  at  fault,  the 
sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  for  one  month;  and 
as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  James  Cendley,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Cendley ,  Company 
K,  14th  Infantry,  while  a  prisoner  in  confinement  awaiting  trial,  did 
break  away  from  the  sentinel  having  him  in  charge  and  escape  from 
confinement.  This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  November 
23d,  1870. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  sixty  days,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twelve 
pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  two  feet  in  length;  and  to 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Adam  IF.  Heim,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mil¬ 
itary  discipline, 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Adam  IF.  Heim,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  post  guard, 
while  on  duty  as  sentinel  in  charge  of  prisoners,  to  wit: — Private 
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William  Maroney,  and  Musician  Samuel  G.  Perry,  Company  K, 
14th  Infantry;  did  allow  the  said  prisoners  to  make  an  assault  and 
strike  Private  Abraham  Altenberg,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T,.  on  or  about  January  21st,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  post 
guard,  while  on  duty  as  sentinel  in  charge  of  prisoners,  to  wit: — Pri¬ 
vate  William  Maroney,  and  Musician  Samuel  G.  Perry ,  Company 
K,  14th  Infantry,  and  the  said  prisoners  being  engaged  in  an  assault 
upon  the  person  of  Private  Abraham  Altenberg ,  Company  K,  14th 
Infautry,  he,  the  said  Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  Company  K,  14th 
Infantry,  did  wilfully  and  utterly  fail  and  neglect  to  take  any  means 
to  quell  the  disturbance  or  to  cause  the  said  prisoners  in  his  charge 
to  behave  in  a  proper  manner;  and  when  asked  why  he  did  not  sep- 
erate  them,  he,  the  said  Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  replied  “that  he 
was  in  no  hurry,  that  he  wanted  to  see  Altenberg  get  a  few  knocks,” 
or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  January  21st,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  Company 
K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  post  guard 
while  on  duty  as  sentinel  in  charge  of  prisoners,  to  wit- — Private 
William  Maroney,  and  Musician  Samuel  G.  Perry,  Company  K, 
14th  Infantry,  and  the  said  prisoners  while  so  in  his  charge  having 
conducted  themselves  in  a  riotous  and  disorderly  manner,  he,  the 
said  Private  Adam  W.  Heim,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry,  did  wil¬ 
fully  neglect  to  report  this  disorderly  conduct  of  said  prisoners  to 
the  proper  superior  authority.  This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  Janu¬ 
ary  21st,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  word — 
“any” — substituting  therefor  the  word — “proper” — 
and  of  the  excepted  word — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  thirty  days,  during  the  last  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  to 
carry  a  log  of  wood  weighing  thirty  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  be- 


tween  reveille  and  retreat;  and  to  forfeit  twelve  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  Redmond,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  John  Redmond,  Company  K, 
14th  Infantry,  having  applied  to  his  company  commander,  to  wit: — 
1st  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Western,  14th  Infantry,  for  permission  to  be 
absent  from  his  company  aud  post,  and  having  been  refused  such  in¬ 
dulgence,  did  in  the  face  of  such  refusal,  absent  himself  from  his 
company  and  post. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  the  25th  of  J anuary, 
1871. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the  words 
— “and  post” — and  to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  post” — and  of  the  excepted  words — 
Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  post,”  as  they  occur  in  the  specifica¬ 
tion — and  of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings  aud  findings  in  this  case  are  approved,  and  the 
sentence,  although  too  lenient,  will  be  duly  executed. 
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Gtb.  Private  Francis  Zoller,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Francis  Zoller,  Company 
K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  post  guard, 
having  been  ordered  by  Sergeant  F.  S.  Ainsworth,  Company  I,  14th 
Infantry,  Sergeant  of  the  guard,  not  to  permit  the  prisoners  while  un¬ 
der  his  charge  to  obtain  any  intoxicating  liquor,  did  violate  said  or¬ 
der  by  allowing  Private  Joseph  JJroen.  Company  K,  14th  Infantry, 
a  prisoner  under  his  charge,  to  obtain  and  drink  intoxicating  liquor. 
This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  January  27th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Francis  Zoller,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  14th  Infantry,  a  regularly  detailed  member  of  the  post 
guard,  did  permit  Private  Joseph  Droen,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry, 
a  prisoner  under  his  charge,  to  obtain  and  drink  intoxicating  liquor. 
All  this  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  twenty  days,  and  to  carry  a  log  of  wood  during  that 
time,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  of  each  al¬ 
ternate  day,  (Sundays  excepted)  between  reveille  and  retreat;  and  to 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Alexander  Andrews,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  Violation  of  the  99th  Article 
of  War. 

Plea — Guilty- 

Findino— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  twenty  days,  aud  to  carry  upon  his  shoulder 
a  log  of  wood  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  be¬ 
tween  reveille  and  retreat  each  alternate  day  during  his  term  of  con¬ 
finement,  (Sundays  excepted;!  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approv¬ 
ed,  but  in  view  of  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Court 
the  imprisonment  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will 
be  duly  executed. 

8th  Private  James  Montgomery,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  James  Montgomery,  Compa¬ 
ny  1,  14th  Infantry,  amember  of  the  guardg  havin  in  his  charge  a 
squad  of  prisoners,  did  fail  to  obey  his  instructions,  in  that  he  did 
take  his  prisoners  from  their  work  to  the  guard  house  before  recall; 
and  when  ordered  by  Police  Sergeant  Fenton  Egan ,  Company  I,  1 4th 
Infantry,  to  take  them  to  the  wood  pile  for  another  load  of  wood,  did 
reply  in  an  impertinent  and  insubordinate  manner,  “If  they  (mean¬ 
ing  the  prisoners)  think  they  can  put  on  another  load  before  recall  I 
will  take  them  down,’’  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  February  2d,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  James  Montgomery,  Compa¬ 
ny  I.  14th  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  guard,  and  having  in  his  charge 
a  squad  of  prisoners,  having  been  ordered  by  Police  Sergeant 
Fenton  Egan,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry,  to  take  them  to  the  wood 
pile  and  haul  a  load  of  wood,  did  wilfuly  neglect  his  duty  by  lean¬ 
ing  himself  against  the  wood  pile  and  permitting  his  prisoners  to  sit 
down,  and  allowing  them  to  occupy  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  in  load¬ 
ing  a  few  sticks  of  wood. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  February  2d,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  thirty  days,  during  the  last  ten  days  of  which 
period  (Sundays  excepted)  to  carry  on  his  shoulder  a  log  of  wood 
weighing  thirty  pounds,  each  alternate  hour  between  reveille  and  re¬ 
treat;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the 
period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  James  Kelly,  Company  I,  I4th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Kelly,  Company 
I,  14th  Infantry,  did  say  to  1st  Sergeant  Cornelius  Barrett,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  14th  Infantry, — “You  black  son  of  a  w — e  I  want  no  odds 
from  you” — or  words  to  that  effect.  All  this  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C. 
T.,  at  tattoo  roll  call  on  or  about  the  night  of  the  1st  of  February, 
1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Kelly,  Company 
I,  14th  Infantry,  was  drunk  at  tattoo  roll  call  on  or  about  the  night 
of  the  1st  of  February,  1871.  All  this  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on 
or  about  the  date  above  mentioned. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  fifteen  days,  and  to  carry  upon  his  shoulder  a  log 
of  wood  weighing  thirty  pounds,  every  alternate  hour  between  re¬ 
veille  and  retreat,  every  alternate  day,  (Sundays  excepted,)  during 
his  term  of  confinement;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Wagoner  Hiram  McQuillan,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Wagoner  Hiram  McQuillan,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  14th  Infantry,  did  fraudulently  assist  and  connive  with  a 
citizen  whose  name  is  unknown,  in  taking  grain  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  stables  and  carrying  it  away,  without  permission  of  proper 
authority.  This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  the  15th 
day  of  January,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed.  The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camj). 


(corrected  copy.) 


G.  C.  M. 


j\V-' 

V 

%/- 

Fort  McPherson. 

y  1.  Private  Albert  H.  Lane ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry.  ( 
y  ^Private  Patrick  McGranyhan,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

(/$.  Private  Henry  Wagner,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

// 4.  Private  Timothy  A.  Welsh,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

//a.  Private  John  Houlihan,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

P&.  Private  James  O'Neil,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 
fri.  Private  Adolph  Berthed ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

/  8.  Private  Walter  F.  Cheney,  Company  L,  oth  Cavalry. 

/X9.  Private  Robert  Douglas,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Camp  Dougi.as. 

Rr/ Private  James  Carey,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. . 

Private  John  Keebler ,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 
y 3.  Private  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Private  James  Ryan,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  5,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  18. 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders  No.  11, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which.  Captain  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Lcib,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Alfred 
B.  Bache,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Albert  H.  Lane,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  uiider  charge  of  the 
guard,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain,  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving,  for  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Patrick  McGranyhan,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 


Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Patrick  McGranyhan, 
Company  L,  5th  Cavalry,  having  received  from  Captain  A.  B.  Tay¬ 
lor,  5th  Cavalry,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1871,  a  public  horse  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  North  Platte,  Neb.,  did  return  said  horse  to  Cap¬ 
tain  A.  B.  Taylor ,  5th  Cavalry,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1871,  en¬ 
tirely  worn  out  and  covered  with  sweat,  thereby  injuring  said  horse 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  him  for  the  time  unserviceable. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  dates 
specified  above. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  one  month; 
and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  to  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

It  would  have  been  well  had  the  Court  required  the  examination 
of  Captain  Taylor,  as  to  the  note  from  Major  Babcock  at  North 
Platte;  which,  if  rightly  described  by  the  prisoner,  would,  it  seems, 
have  gone  far  to  account  for  his  overstay  of  leave.  The  confine¬ 
ment  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly  exe¬ 
cuted. 

3d.  Private  Henry  Wayne)',  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laun¬ 
dress,  for  six  months;  ard  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of 
the  guard  at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  same  period, 
wearing  a  ball  and  chain  weighing  twenty-four  pounds  attached  to 
his  right  leg. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Timothy  A.  Welsh,  Company  P,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge: — Violation  of  the  50th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  seven  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  one  month. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the  long  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  accused. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  Houlihan ,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ch  a  rge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  with  ball  and  chain  attached 
to  his  left  leg,  for  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
seven  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

(ith.  Private  James  O'Neil  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Gnilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  he  may  he  serving,  for  the 
period  of  four  months:  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  four  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved. 
In  consideration  of  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the  prisoner,  the  term 
of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  two  months.  As  modified,  the  sen¬ 
tence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Adolph  Berthel,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Cii  a  rg  e — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  in 


4 

charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  four  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  four,  dob. 
lars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the  prisoner,  the  term  of  con¬ 
finement  is  reduced  to  two  months.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will 
be  duly,, executed. 

8th.  Private  Walter  F.  Cheney,  Company  L,  5th,  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  arid,  military 
discipline. 

:  Specification—  In  this  that  he,  Private  Walter  F. ,  Cheney,  Com¬ 
pany  L.  5th  Cavalry,  being  a  member  of  the  guard  in  charge  of  pris¬ 
oners,  did  negligently  and  wilfully  allow  Albert  R <  Lane,  Private 
Company  G,  5th  Cavalry,  a  prisoner  under  his  charge,  to  escape. 

This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10.  30 
a.  m.,  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1871. 

-  Plea— To  the  specification— Guilty  except  the,  words — “Negli- 
.  gently  and  wilfully.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty.' 

Finding — ,0 f  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  word'  “wilful¬ 
ly.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
But  the  prisoner  will  be  released  on  receipt  of  this  order  at  the  post 
where  he  may  be  serving. 

9th.  Private  Robert.  Douglas,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Robert  Douglas,  Company  F,. 
5th  Cavalry,  b.eing  a  member  of;  the  guard  regularly  mounted  at 
North  Platte,  Neb.,  on  the  morning  of  January  18th,  1871,  and  duly 
posted  as  a  sentinel  over  his  company  stables,  was  found  sleeping  on 
his  post  by  the  Corporal  of  the  guard,  between  the  hours  of  12  and 
1  o’clock  r.  m.  This  at  North  Platte,  Neb,,  on  the  date  above  spec¬ 
ified. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

.  Sentence — To-be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 


at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six  months, 
wearing  a  ball  and  chain  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his 
left  leg;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  to 
the  United  States,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  de  duly  executed. 

The  mode  of  doing  guard  duty  at  this  post,  [North  Platte]  as 
shown  in  the  evidence,  is  not  creditable  and  should  be  amended. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  24, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Al¬ 
fred  L.  Ilongh ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Hen¬ 
ry  C.  Prali,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Private  James  Carey ,  Company  1),  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — -Violation  of  the.  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — Iu  this  that  he,  Private  James  Carey ,  Company  1), 
2d  Cavalry,  being  a  prisoner  under  charge  of  the  guard,  did,  when 
refused  by  Sergeant  Frederick  Williams  to  see  the  officer  of  the  day, 
call  him,  Sergeant  Frederick  Williams .  a  “Dutch  bastard”  and  a 
“G — d  d — d  sou  of  a  b — h,”  and  did  use  other  abusive  language. 

This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finoing — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  a  period  of  three  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  Uuited  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Keebler,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Keebler ,  Company 
C,  13th  Infantry,  when  ordered  by  Sergeant  Richard  Brooks,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  13th  Infantry,  to  go  to  the  guard  house,  did  refuse  to  go,  at 
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the  same  time  striking  with  his  closed  hand  at  Sergeant  Brooks, 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry.  This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the 
20th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Keebler,  Company 
C,  13th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house,  by  Sergeant 
Richard  Brooks,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  duty,  did  kick  Sergeant  Richard  Brooks,  Company  C, 
13th  Infantry,  in  the  stomach,  thereby  doing  the  said  Sergeant  bod¬ 
ily  injury.  This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  20th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Keebler,  Company 
C,  13th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  Sergeant 
Richard  Brooks,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  office,  did  throw  him  upon  the  ground,  kick,  and  other¬ 
wise  maltreat  the  said  Sergeant  Richard  Brooks,  Company  C,  13tli 
Infantry.  This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  January  20th,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Keebler,  Company 
C,  13th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  Sergeant 
Richard  Brooks,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty,  did  strike  him,  the  said  Sergeant  Brooks,  several  times  on  the 
head  and  face,  thereby  overpowering  him;  and  when  Sergeant  Denis 
Quinlon,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  came  to  his  assistance,  did 
make  use  of  the  following  threatening  language — “Sergeant  Quin¬ 
lon,  you  are  a  mean  son  of  a  b — h,  and  I  will  put  a  bullet  through 
you,  G — d  d — d  you,  the  first  chance  I  get,”  repeating  the  words 
three  times. 

This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  1871, 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  a  period  of  three  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approv¬ 
ed  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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3d.  Private  Maurice  Fitzgerald ,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Neglect  of  duty,  in  violation  of  the  44th  Article  of 

War. 

Charge  2 — Repeated  drunkenness,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  James  Ryan,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Neglect  of  duty,  in  violation  of  the  44th  Article  of 
War. 

Charge  2 — Habitual  drunkenness,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty, except  the  words 
“from  the  27th  of  November  to  the  5th  of  December, 
1870,  and  again.” 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

III.  ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  14,  current  series  from 
these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  J. 
Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lienteuant  William 
W.  McCammon,  Adjutant  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby 
dissolved. 

IV. ..The  General  Court  Martial  couvened  at  Camp  Douglas,  U. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orpers  No.  24,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Alfred  L.  Hough, 
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13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Henry  C.  Pratt,  13th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 
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Fort  Fred.  Steele. 

Sergeant  John  W.  Smith,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  Thomas  Conners,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  John  Tiernan,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  Hanson  Kelly,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  James  H.  Campbell,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 
Private  Samuel  H.  Stearnes,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 
Private  Michael  Riley,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Sergeant  Stephen  Adams,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  John  Downey,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  John  O'Connell,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  F.  W.  Trueman,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  Henry  Hetty,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry. 

Fort  Rawlins. 

Private  Martin  F.  Nohilly,  Company  B,  1 3th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  6,  1871. 


I...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Fred. 
Steele,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  24,  cur¬ 
rent  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Thomas 
B.  Dewees,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  William 
M.  Waterbury,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Sergeant  John  W.  Smith,  Company  D,  13th  Tnfantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In,  that  Sergeant  John  W.  Smith,  Company  D, 
13th  Infantry,  did  go  through  the  barracks  of  his  company  at  night 
after  taps,  cursing  certain  recruits,  and  creating  a  disturbance,  and 
fighting  in  the  barrack  room.  This  on  the  night  of  January  30th, 
1871,  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T. 

Charge  2 — Drunkenness. 

Plea — Guilty. 


Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  grade  of  a  private  soldier. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Thomas  Conners ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  l— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Conners,  Compa¬ 
ny  H,  13th  Infantry,  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquor  that  he  was  unable  to  appear  at  retreat  roll  call  of 
his  company.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  the  18th  day  of 
January,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  in  the  post  guard  house  and  do  hard 
duty  under  charge  of  the  guard, during  the  period  of  six  months, 
and  forfeit  to  the  United  States’  Government  the  sum  of  ten  dollars 
of  his  monthly  pay  per  month,  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  read  “three  months"  instead  of  “six 
months,”  and  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  John  Tiernan,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline.  ' 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Tiernan,  Company 
A,  13th  Infantry,  did  carry  to  the  rear  used  by  the  prisoners,  a  can¬ 
teen  filled  with  intoxicating  liquor,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
prisoners  with  said  intoxicating  liquor.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele, 
W.  T.,  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed.  Private  Tiernan  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

4th  Private  Hanson  Kelly,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  9th  Article  of  War. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Hanson  Kelly,  Company 
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H,  13th  Infantry,  being  on  extra  duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  De¬ 
partment  as  teamster,  to  supply  the  post  with  water,  on  being  order¬ 
ed  bv  Police  Sergeant  Henry  Raker ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry,  one 
and  one  half  hours  before  recall  from  fatigue,  to  hitch  up  his  team 
and  haul  a  supply  of  water,  (the  said  Police  Sergeant  Henry  Baker 
being  at  the  time  in  the  lawful  execution  of  his  office,  aud  acting  un¬ 
der  the  instructions  of  2d  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Young,  4th  Infantry, 
officer  of  the  day)  did  fail  to  comply  with  said  order. 

This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  the  7th  day  of  February, 
1871. 

Charge  2 — Insubordination. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  do  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  three 
months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  of  his  pay' 
per  month  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  under  the  first  charge 
are  disapproved;  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  a  non-commissioned 
officer  not  being  properly  laid  under  the  9th  Article  of  War.  With 
this  exception,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

oth.  Private  James  H.  Campbell,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  pipudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  Samuel  H.  Stearnes,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  3 — Neglect  of  duty. 
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Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
word  ‘“totally." 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard 
for  one  month,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  six  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Michael  Riley ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Chauge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In,  that  Private  Michael  Riley,  Company  D,  13th 
Infantry,  did  approach  the  sentinel,  Private  James  Hughes,  Compa¬ 
ny  D,  13th  Infantry,  who  %as  regularly  posted  as  a  member  of  the 
guard,  at  post  No.  1,  and  insult  him  most  grossly,  using  the 
following  abusive  language — “You  are  a  son  of  a  b — h” — and  other 
taunting  words  of  abuse.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  the 
21st  day  of  February,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In,  that  Private  Michael  Riley,  Company  D,  13th 
Infantry,  when  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  attempted  to  arrest  him, 
did  call  him  (the  sergeantl  “a  son  of  a  b — h,”  and  other  abusive 
names.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
21st  day  of  February,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  fifteen  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  six  months. 


5 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Sergeant  Stephen  Adams ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Sergeant  Adams  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9th.  Private  John  Downey ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Downey,  Company 
D,  13th  Infantry,  while  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor, 
did,  between  retreat  and  tattoo,  enter  the  quarters  of  Company  A, 
13th  Infantry,  and  while  there,  did  maliciously  damage  a  sewing 
machine  belonging  to  Musician  William  0.  Fowler,  Company  A, 
13th  Infantry,  to  the  extent  of  five  dollars.  This  at  Fort  Fred. 
Steele,  W.  T.,  February  27th,  1871. 

Charge  3 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  post  guard  for  the  period  of  one 
month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approv¬ 
ed  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  John  O'Connell,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Neglect  of  duty. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  post  guard  for 
the  period  of  fifteen  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  four  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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11th.  Private  l7.  W.  Trueman,  Company  I),  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  2 — Neglect  of  duty. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  six  days  un¬ 
der  charge  of  the  guard. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved, 
but  in  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Court, 
the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  five  dollars  per  month  of  his 
pay  for  two  months;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  Henry  Hetty,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Henry  Hetty,  Company 
A,  13th  Infantry,  did  violently  assault  Private  Charles  Miller,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  2d  Cavalry,  and  Andrew  Lyndon,  citizen,  with  a  knife,  with 
the  intent  to  inflict  bodily  injury  on  Private  Charles  Miller,  Compa¬ 
ny  A,  2d  Cavalry,  and  Andrew  Lyndon,  citizen,  and  at  the  same 
time,  did  make  use  of  the  following  language  to  wit:  *‘I  can  kill  any 
son  of  a  b — li  that  belongs  to  the  Cavalry,  or  any  man  on  the  plains 
that  upholds  them,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Fred. 
Steele,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Specification  2 — -In  this  that  he,  Private  Henry  Hetty,  Company 
A,  13th  Infantry,  did  assault  Private  Charles  Miller,  Company  A, 
2d  Cavalry,  Andrew  Lyndon  and  Erastus  A.  Smith,  citizens,  with 
intent  to  kill,  firing  eight  shots  from  an  army  rifle  into  the  room  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Private  Charles  Miller,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry,  Andrew 
Lyndon  and  Erastus  A.  Smith ,  citizens,  wounding  Andrew  Lyndon, 
citizen,  in  the  arm  and  putting  several  bullet  holes  through  h'is 
clothing,  he  Private  Henry  Hetty,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry,  say¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time,  ‘‘I  will  murder  the  last  d — d  son  of  a  b — h  in 
the  bouse,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W. 
T.,  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 
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Sentence — ‘To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  post 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars 
per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

1 1... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Raw¬ 
lins,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  7,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Nathan  IV. 
Osborne ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  B. 
Guthrie ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried:— 

1st.  Private  Martin  F.  Nohilly,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Martin  F.  Nohilly,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  13th  Infantry,  being  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department  at  Fort  Rawlins,  U.  T.,  for  a  certain  work,  to  wit: — to 
put  together  six  common  wheel-barrows,  the  pieces  ready  to  be  fit¬ 
ted  being  furnished  him,  did  fail  to  do  said  work;  and  after  being 
repeatedly  instructed  how  to  do  said  work  by  2d  Lieutenant  John 
S.  Bishop,  13th  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  did  still 
fail  to  do  said  work,  and  did  neglect  it,  and  did  reply  to  said  2d 
Lieutenant  John  S.  Bishop,  13th  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Quar¬ 
termaster,  that  “this  is  carpenters  work;  I  am  no  carpenter;  if  I  was 
a  good  carpenter  I  would  not  be  in  the  United  States’  service  by  a 
d — d  sight,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Rawlins,  U.  T.,  on  or  about  the  7th  and  8th  days  of 
February,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty,  excepting 
the  words — “I  am  no  carpenter.  This  is  carpenter’s 
work.  If  I  was  a  good  carpenter  I  would  not  be  in  the 
United  States’  service  by  a  d — d  sight” — and  to  these 
words — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 


Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States’  Government  five  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for 
the  period  of  four  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  as  follows: — To  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay,  for  the  same 
period.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

III.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  24,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Thomas  B.  Dewees, 
2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1  st  Lieutenant  William  M.  Waterbury, 
13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp . 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  March  16,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  20.  j 


I...A  Court  of  Inquiry,  of  which  Colonel  William  H.  Emory ,  5th 
Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Captain  George  B.  Russell.  9th  Infantry, 
A.  D.  C.,  Judge  Advocate,  was  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks,  on 
Saturday,  March  11,  1871,  upon  the  application  of  2d  Lieutenant 
J.  H.  Smallwood,  2d  Cavalry,  to  investigate  his  conduct  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  killing  of  Private  Thomas  Hefty ,  Company  G,  14th 
Infantry,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1871,  and  to  report  the  facts  in  the 
case  with  their  opinion  and  recommendation. 

The  Court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  find 
the  following 

Facts. 

That  on  the  night  in  question,  Lieutenant  Smallwood  was  on  duty 
as  officer  of  the  guard  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska; 

That  it  was  the  night  following  the  payment  of  the  nine  compa¬ 
nies  there  stationed; 

That  from  9  p.  m.,  until  2  a.  in.,  there  was  great  disorder  about 
the  garrison; 

That  the  saloons  outside  the  reservation  were  the  scenes  of  great 
disorder  and  drunkenness  and  the  frequent  discharge  of  fire-arms; 

That  the  officer  of  the  day  had  especially  enjoined  upon  the  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  guard  the  duty  of  preventing  all  disturbance  and  noise,  on 
account  of  the  failure  (previously  on  the  same  day,)  of  an  individual 
member  of  the  guard  to  fire  upon  a  prisoner  attempting  to  escape; 

That  there  had  been  a  disposition  among  these  rioters  to  evade 
the  guard,  and  escape  from  it  while  attempting  to  arrest  them; 

That  between  12  midnight  and  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
Lieutenant  Smallicood,  hearing  a  noise,  went  out  the  central  gate, 
with  a  corporal  of  the  guard,  and,  proceeding  toward  the  north  gate, 
saw  two  men  running  toward  the  fence  surrounding  the  garrison: 

That  he  was  within  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  the  men; 

That  he  ordered  the  men,  twice,  in  a  distinct  tone  to  “Halt;” 

That  the  men  foiling  to  halt  as  directed,  he,  Lieutenant  Small- 


wood,  fired  sit  them  and  wounded  Private  Thomas  Hefty ,  late  of 
Company  G,  14th  Infantry,  from  the  effects  of  which  wound  the  said 
Hefty  died  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  7th  of  March,  1871. 

OPINION  AND  RECOMMENDATION. 

And  the  Court  is  of  “the  opinion  that  2d  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Small¬ 
wood,  2d  Cavalry,  is  in  no  way  to  be  blamed  for  his  action  in  the 
matter;  but.  that  his  action  was  a  proper  discharge  of  duty  under 
the  circumstances;  and  do  respectfully  give,  as  their  opinion  that  no 
further  proceedings  are  necessary." 

11. . .There  can  be  no  doubt,  after  a  study  of  the  testimony,  that 
there  prevailed  at  the  time  among  a  portion  of  the  garrison  a  dan¬ 
gerous  degree  of  insubordination  and  violence  which  might,  and  prob¬ 
ably  would  have  spread  and  become  alarming  in  character,  but  for 
the  sternest  enforcement  of  discipline  at  the  hands  of  the  officers  of 
the  command. 

In  his  conduct  as  officer  of  the  guard,  Lieutenant  Smallwood 
seems  to  have  carried  out  with  energy  and  fidelity  the  orders  of  the 
officer  of  the  day.  In  the  act  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Private 
Hefty ,  he  did  that  which  a  strict  necessity  called  for;  that  which,  if 
neglected,  would  have  exposed  him  to  the  just  accusation  of  incom- 
peteney. 

The  action  of  the  Court,  in  acquitting  Lieutenant  Smallwood  of 
responsibility,  is  concurred  in  and  approved  by  the  Commanding 
General.  No  further  proceedings  will  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

111..  .The  Court  of  Inquiry  appointed  by  Paragraph  2,  Special  Or¬ 
ders  No.  40,  current  series,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Colonel  William  H.  Emory,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  is  hereby 
dissolved. 


By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  17,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  21.  | 

By  authority  from  the  War  Department,  so  much  of  General  Or¬ 
ders  No.  13,  current  series,  from  these  Headquarters,  as  relieves 
Captain  John  H.  Belcher,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army, 
from  duty  as  Depot  Quartermaster  in  this  city,  and  instructs  him  to 
report,  by  letter,  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  is  revoked. 
By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Adgdr: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


Aide-de-Camp. 


. 


'» •  ■  ' 


G.  C.  M. 

Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Albert  R.  Swenk,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Ludwig  Gumminginger ,  Unassigned,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Andrew  Brann,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  Isaac  R.  Raging,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Thomas  Grogan ,  Company  M.  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  Leopold  Hohman,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  John  Shea,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Benjamin  Hughes ,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

9.  Private  William  V.  Brock,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

10.  Private  Eduard  L.  James,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  James  McMahon,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  John  IF.  Gondon,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

13.  Private  Philip  ])' Aubigney,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

14.  Private  Edwin  G.  Clark,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Fort  Rawlins. 

1.  Private  John  J.  Ewers,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  23,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  22.  } 


I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  39,  cur¬ 
rent  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colon¬ 
el  Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
Joshua  L.  Fowler,  2d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Private  Albert  B.  Swenk,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  Ludwig  Gumminginger,  Unassigned,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  now  due  or  that  may  become  due, 
except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Andrew  Braun ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Isaac  R.  Bagleg,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Thomas  Grogan ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  United 
States’  service,  and  to  be  confined  for  the  period  of  two  years  in  such 
penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department  shall 
direct. 

In  this  case,  the  prisoner,  whatever  may  have  been  his  intentions, 


does  not  seem  to  have  deserted  the  service  when  arrested.  His  of¬ 
fense  was  a  violation  of  the  99th  Article  of  War  The  findings  under 
the  1st.  charge  are  disapproved.  The  findings  under  the  2d  charge 
are  approved.  The  sentence  is  approved,  but  the  term  of  confinement 
is  reduced  to  eighteen  months.  The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison, 
Iowa,  is  designated  as*the  place  of  confinement  for  the  prisoner,  to 
which  place  he  will  be  conducted  under  suitable  guard,  and  turned 
over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

6th.  Private  Lepold  Hohman,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Private  Holiman  will  be  restored  to  dut_\ . 

7th.  Private  John  Shea,  Company  M.  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
under  charge  of  the  guard  for  thirty  days. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  Benjamin  Hughes ,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  seven  days. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  William  V.  Brock,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
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monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  seven  days. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  Edward  L.  James ,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty,  excepting  the  words 
‘‘in  full  citizen’s  dress.” 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
now  due  or  that  may  become  due  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laun¬ 
dress,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the 
period  of  six  months,  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  James  McMahon,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  McMahon,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did  become  so  drunk  as  to  be  disqualified  to 
perform  the  duties  of  a  soldier.  This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on 
or  about  February  17th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  McMahon,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did  get  into  the  bunk  of  Sergeant  John  Hollen- 
bacher.  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  and  did  seize  him  by  the  throat 
and  threaten  to  choke  him,  aud  did  refuse  to  get  out  of  the  bunk 
when  ordered  to  do  so  by  1st  Sergeant  William  Land,  Company  E, 
2d  Cavalry,  and  did  threaten  to  blow  said  1st  Sergeant  Land's 
heart  out  at  the  first  opportunity.  This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  on  or 
about  February  17  th,  1871. 

Specification  8 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  McMahon,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  William  Land,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  said  Sergeant  being 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  did  refuse  to  go,  and  did  strike  aud 
otherwise  abuse  Sergeant  Hollenbacher  and  Corporal  Bartley,  Com- 


pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  and  did  resist  them  when  they  endeavored  to 
take  him  to  the  guard  house;  said  non-commissioned  officers  being 
in  the  execution  of  their  duties  at  the  time.  This  at  Omaha  Bar¬ 
racks,  Neb.,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Additional  Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words — “and  did  strike.” 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  now  due  or 
that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  eight  months,  and  then  to  be  dishonora¬ 
bly  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
although  the  prisoner’s. intention  to  commit  the  crime  of  desertion  is 
not  so  clear  as  to  induce  the  reviewing  authority  to  concur  in  the 
findings  under  the  additional  charge  without  some  hesitation.  The 
term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four  months.  As  modified,  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  John  W.  Gondon ,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Theft. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  now  due  or 
that  may  become  due,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  and  drummed 
out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States,  marching  twice  around  the 
parade  ground  of  the  garrison,  with  a  placard  marked  thief  on  his 
breast,  and  another  on  his  back  marked  in  the  same  way. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  Philip  D' Aubigney,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 
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To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “did  become,”  substituting  therefor  the  word 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  six  months, 
wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg 
by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  are  approved  except  in  the  following 
particulars: — The  prisoner  asked  Lieutenant  Smallwood,  in  cross-ex¬ 
amination,  the  following  question — “Do  you  not  hold  prejudice  a- 
gainst  me?”  The  Court  excluded  the  question  on  the  objection  of 
one  of  its  members,  the  reason  of  which  objection  is  not  recorded. 

The  question  was  a  perfectly  proper  one;  but  the  charge  against 
the  prisoner  is  so  fully  established  by  other  evidence  that  this  error 
of  the  Court  will  not  be  regarded  as  vitiating  the  proceedings,  as  the 
exclusion  of  the.  interrogatory  but  nominally  impaired  the  prisoner's 
defence.  Why  the  question  was  objected  to  originally,  and  why  the 
Court  deemed  it  proper  to  exclude  it,  are  problems  for  which  the  re¬ 
viewing  authority  can  discover  no  adequate  solution. 

The  findings  and  sentence  are  approved,  but  the  term  of  confine¬ 
ment  is  reduced  to  three  months.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be 
duly  executed. 

14th.  Private  Edwin  G.  Clark,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  seven  days. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Raw¬ 
lins,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  7.  current 
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series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Nathan  W. 
Osborne,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  B. 
Guthrie,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  John  J.  Ewers,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft. 

Specification  1 — Sets  forth  the  theft  of  one  Springfield  breech¬ 
loading  rifle. 

Specification  2 — Sets  forth  the  theft  of  twenty-five  metallic  cart¬ 
ridges. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specifications — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States’  Government  all  pay 
and  allowances  that  are  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except¬ 
ing  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  refund  to  the  United  States’ 
Government  all  expenses  incurred  in  his  apprehension,  and  all  arti¬ 
cles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  ordnance  and  ordnan¬ 
ce  stores,  and  tobacco  charged  against  him;  to  be  branded  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  one-half  inches  long;  to  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service ;  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such 
penitentiary  or  military  prison  as  the  Department  Commander  may 
direct,  for  a  period  equal  to  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  enlist¬ 
ment. 

in  this  case  the  finding  under  the  1st  specification  to  the  2d 
charge  is  disapproved;  the  evidence  being  insufficient,  although  the 
probabilities  against  the  prisoner  are  strong.  In  the  sentence  the 
term  “branded”  is  altered  to  “indelibly  marked.” 

With  these  exceptions  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence 
are  approved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  by  the  addition  of  the 
words — “provided  such  confinement  shall  not  exceed  one  year.” 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement  for  the  prisoner,  to  which  place  he  will  be 
conducted  under  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of 
the  penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 
GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

General. 


Oppioial 


Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska ,  March  24,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ] 

No  23.  ) 

1.. .Everv  com  puny  commander,  serving  in  this  Department,  will  at 
once  report  to  these  Headquarters,  through  Regimental  Headquar¬ 
ters,  the  strength  of  his  company  as  it  will  be  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1871,  together  with  names  of  indifferent  soldiers  of  the  company, 
who  ought  to  be  discharged  for  the  good  of  the  service,  with  date  of 
expiration  of  enlistment  and  special  cause  for  discharge  in  each 
case  thus  recommended. 

11. . .When  officers  of  this  command  on  duty  in  Staff  Departments 
are  relieved  therefrom,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  will  sat¬ 
isfy  himself  by  personal  inspection  that  all  public  property  and 
funds  pertaining  to  the  duty  have  been  turned  over  and  accounted 
for  before  the  officer  relieved  is  permitted  to  leave  the  post.  This 
inspection  must  be  made  rigidly,  and  not  lightly  or  carelessly. — 
When  deficiencies  in  property  or  funds  are  discovered,  the  fact  will 
be  immediately  reported  to  these  Headquarters,  and  the  officer  re¬ 
sponsible  for  them  will  be  held  to  await  the  orders  of  the  Command¬ 
ing  General. 

111. . .The  repeated  losses,  within  the  past  few  months,  of  public 
arms  by  theft  from  company  quarters  indicates  a  growing  evil, 
whose  abatement  necessitates  every  care  on  the  part  of  company  and 
Post  commanders.  Hereafter,  at  every  post,  one  non-commissioned 
officer  will  be  kept  constantly  on  duty,  for  each  squad  room  of  the 
garrison,  who,  during  his  tour,  shall  be  held  responsible,  night  and 
day,  for  the  safety  and  security  of  all  arms  and  accoutrements  in  the 
room.  A  record  of  non-commissioned  officers,  detailed,  mounted 
and  relieved,  for  this  purpose,  will  be  kept  with  the  records  of  the 
company  for  future  reference  if  required. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  Generai,  Augur: 

GEO.  I).  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official 


A  ide-de-  Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Noah  Hency ,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  John  Talbert ,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  John  K.  Miller,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Wagoner  William  H.  Nelson,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  John  J.  Harrison,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Sergeant  Owen  Devine,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Musician  Otto  Karges,  Band  2d  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Joseph  C.  Miller,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

9.  Private  Michael  Harvey,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Fort  McPherson. 

1.  Private  Jacob  L.  Pfaff,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Charles  Van  Horn,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  William  G.  Odell,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  John  O'Donnell,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  John  Smith,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  John  Hartman,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Thomas  Sloan,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska ,  March  30,  1X71. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  24. 


I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  39, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Joshua  L.  Fowler,  2d  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  ar¬ 
raigned  and  tried: — 

1st  Private  Noah  Hency,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under 
charge  of  the  guard  for  seven  days. 


Tn  this  ease  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Talbert,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  are  approved. 
Private  Talbert  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

3d.  Private  John  K.  Miller,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  ease  are  approved. 
Private  Miller  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

4th.  Wagoner  William  //.  Kelson,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 
Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit. him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  ease  are  approved. 
The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

5th.  Private  John  J.  Harrison,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Positive  and  wilful  disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Sergeant  Owen  Devine,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  And 
military  discipline. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 
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Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

.  Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  soldier. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Musician  Otto  Karges ,  Band  2d  .Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

.  Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

•  Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

:  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

8th.  Private  Joseph  C.  Miller,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Ch  a  ug  e — Desertion . 

Pi.Ka — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

■  Sentence — To  be  confiued  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all 
pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except 
the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

.  9th.  Private  Michael  Harvey,  Company  Iv,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  Michael  Harvey,  Company  K, 
9th  Infantry,  did,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  create  a  dis¬ 
turbance  in  and  around  the  barracks  of  Company  Iv,  9th  Infantry. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  Michael  Harvey ,  Compauy  Iv, 
9th  Infantry,  did  violently  resist  and  strike  with  his  clenched  fist, 
Lance  Corporal  James  Young,  Company  Iv,  9th  Infantry,  he  being 
at  the  time  in  the  execution  of  his  office  as  non-commissioned  officer 
in  charge  of  barracks. 

All  this  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  oif  or  about  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
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guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  his  left  leg,  by  a  six  foot  chain;  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States  five  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the 
same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  11, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captaiu  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Leib,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Alfred 
R.  Rache,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Jacob  L.  Pfaff,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  aqquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Private  P/aff  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  Charles  Van  Horn,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving  for  three 
months. 

In  this  case  the  Court  has  made  the  mistake  of  convicting  the 
prisoner  of  an  offense  other  than  that  to  which  he  pleaded  guilty. — 
He  is  found  guilty  of  absence  without  leave  after  confessing  deser¬ 
tion;  and  this  without  the  introduction  of  any  testimony.  The  only 
legal  evidence  before  the  Court,  was  the  prisoner’s  public  confes¬ 
sion;  his  statement  not  being  evidence.  The  correct  course  to  pursue, 
if  the  Court  gave  credit  to  the  prisoner’s  statement,  would  have 
been  to  direct  the  Judge  Advocate  to  enter  the  plea  of  “Not  guil¬ 
ty,”  and  hear  testimony  on  the  facts.  As  it  is,  the  Court  has  disre¬ 
garded  the  prisoner’s  confession  of  guilt,  with  no  evidence  before 
them  by  which  to  justify  their  action. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  disapproved.  The 
prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 
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3d.  Private  William  G.  Odell,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  one  year; 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  six  dollars  per  month  of  his  month¬ 
ly  pay,  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  prisoner’s  general  good  character,  and  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  several  members  of  the  Court,  the  term  of  confine¬ 
ment  is  reduced  to  six  months.  The  forfeiture  of  pay  will  be  for 
the  same  period.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  John  O'Donnell,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  O'  Donnell,  Company 
T,  5th  Cavalry,  did  intentionally  break  the  carbine  entrusted  to  his 
charge,  and  for  which  his  company  Commander,  1st  Lieutenant  S. 
C.  Kellogg,  5th  Cavalry,  was  responsible;  this  while  he,  Private  O'¬ 
Donnell,  was  a  member  of  the  guard,  duly  mounted  at  Fort  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Neb.,  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  he  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six  months; 
and  to  forfeit  seven  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the 
same  period,  to  the  United  States;  and  to  be  charged  on  the  muster 
and  pay  rolls  of  his  company,  the  money  value  of  one  carbine 
stock,  intentionally  broken  by  Private  O'  Donnell,  while  a  member 
of  the  guard,  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1871. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  Smith,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 


at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
twelve  months,  and  to  forfeit  six  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay  to  the  United  States  for  the  same  period. 

There  is  some  carelessness  in  the  findings  in  this  ease.  Instead  of 
being  absent  an  entire  day  as  alleged  and  found,  the  only  evidence 
to  the  point  is  that  the  prisoner' missed  one  roll  call.  It  need  not  be 
doubted  that  it  was  his  intention  to  desert,  but  the  testimony  shows 
that  he  scarcely  went  beyond  the  intention,  not  having  time  or  op¬ 
portunity  to  complete  his  crime. 

With  this  exception,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  six  months. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  John  Hartman ,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Hartman,  Company 
L,  5th  Cavalry,  did  abuse  a  horse,  the  property  of  the  United  StateSj 
by  unnecessarily  running  and  kicking  him,  and  jerking  the  reins.— 
This  at  or  near  North  Platte,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of 
March,  1871. 

Charge  3 — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty, 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “kicking  him  and  jerking  the  reins.” 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  four 
months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  six  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


7t,h.  Private  Thomas  Sloan,  Company  H,  5ih  Cavalry. 
Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 


Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Sloan,  Company 
H,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  arrested  at  the  post  trader’s  store  by 
Corporal  George  W.  Churchill,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  detailed 
with  a  party  of  said  Company  II,  for  that  purpose,  and  the  said 
Sloan  having  been  placed  under  charge  of  Private  Thomas  H.  De¬ 
laney,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  then  on  duty  with  said  Corporal 
Churchill,  did  escape  from  said  Private  Delaney  and  proceed  to¬ 
wards  Mr.  McDonald’s  store,  and  when  pursued  by  said  Corporal 
Churchill  and  ordered  to  halt,  did  go  on  his  way,  and  upon  being 
overtaken  and  ordered  by  said  Corporal  Churchill  to  go  back,  did 
say  “I  wont  go  back,”  or  words  to  that  effect;  and  did  so  refuse  to 
obey  until  compelled  by  force;  and  did,  on  the  way  to  the  guard 
house,  say  to  Corporal  Churchill  in  the  presence  of  Privates  James 
Devine  and  Thomas  II.  Delaney,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry,  ‘‘D — n 
you,  I'll  fix  you  for  this,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

All  this  at  Port  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  18th  dav  of 
March,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
thirty  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 
GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Ge 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


Gr.  q^M. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Frivate  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

2.  Artificer  David  II.  Decker,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  John  Read,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Thomas  Barlow,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  James  Reade,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

G.  Private  John  Sweeney,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Owen  Gerravghty,  Company  D,  9th  Infantry. 

8.  Private  John  Montague,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

9.  M  sician  Frank  Gass,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

10,  Private  Charles  T.  Peterson,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  1,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  25.  ) 

I. ..Rcfore  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D. 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  41, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Cap'ain 
Philip  A.  Owen,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  II. 
Montgomery ,  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

CnARGE — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  absent  himself,  without  permission  from  proper 
authority,  from  inspection  and  muster  on  the  28th  day  of  February, 
1871.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  date  above 
specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters, 
without  permission  from  proper  authority,  on  the  28th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  at  or  about  8  o’clockp.  m, 
of  the  above  date.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the 
date  above  specified. 


Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  S,  Hunt,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard  at  about 
12  o’clock  m.  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1871,  did  fail  to  parade  with 
his  company  detail  for  guard,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  date. 
This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  S  Hunt,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  tho 
United  States,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters 
without  permission  from  proper  authority,  from  about  2  o’clock 
p.  m.,  March  1,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  at  or  about  8 
o’clock  p.  m.,  of  the  above  date.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D,  A.  Russell, 
W-  T.,  on  the  date  above  specified. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

It  is  with  much  hesitation  that  the  Department  Commander 
approves  the  proceedings  in  this  case.  The  offenses  alleged  against 
the  prisoner  are  wrongly  laid  under  the  99th  Artiole  of  War  ;  that 
in  the  first  and  third  specifications  being  clearly  a  violation  of  the 
44th,  and  that  in  the  second  and  fourth,  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 
It  is  an  established  rule  of  military  law  “when  certain  conduct  is  a 
clear  violation  of  a  specific  article  of  war,  it  should  be  charged 
under  that  article.  Thus  an  offense  which  is  clearly  a  violation 
of  the  45th  Article  is  not  properly  charged  as  a  violation  of  tho 
83d  or  tho  99tli,”  (Digest  p.  80.) 

In  consideration  of  the  fact,  however,  that  under  the  21st,  44ih 
and  99th  articles,  the  punishment  which  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to 
pronounce  is  alike  discretionary,  and  that  therefore  the  prison¬ 
er’s  rights  have  been  in  no  way  impaired  by  the  error  here  pointed 
out,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Artificer  David  II.  Decker,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Ciiaege — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— Iu  this  that  ho,  Artificer  David  II.  Decker,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier.in  tho  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  absent  himself  without  permission  from  proper 


authority,  from  inspection  and  muster  on  the  the  28th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1871.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell.  W.  T..  on  the  date 
above  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Artificer  David  II.  DeeJcer,  Com¬ 
pany  C.  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters, 
without  permission  from  proper  authority,  on  the  28th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  at  or  about  6  o’clock 
a.  m.,  March  1st,  1871.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T., 
on  the  date  above  specified. 

Plea — Guilty, 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  remarks  in  the  case  of  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  tried  before  the  present  Court,  apply  to  this  case 
with  equal  force. 

8d.  Private  John  Read,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Read,  Company  C> 
14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  did  absent  himself,  without  permission  from  proper  authori¬ 
ty,  from  inspection  and  muster  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1871. 
This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.  on  the  date  above  specified. 

Specification  2—  In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Read,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters  without 
permission  from  proper  authority,  on  the  28th  day  of  February 
1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  at  or  about  8  o’clock  p.  m.  of  the 
above  date.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  on  the  date 
above  specified. 

Specification  3— In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Read,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard  at  about  12  o’clock 
m.,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1871,  did  fail  to  parade  with  his  com¬ 
pany  detail  for  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  sane  e  date.  This  at 
Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T-,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1871, 
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Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Read,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters  without 
permission  from  proper  authority,  from  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  on  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  about  8  o’clock 
p.  m.,  of  the  above  date.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D  A.  Russell,  W.  T., 
on  the  date  above  specified. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  remarks  in  the  case  of  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  tried  before  the  present  Court,  apply  to  this  case 
with  equal  force. 

4th.  Private  Thomas  Barlow,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Barlow,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard  at  Reveille 
roll  call  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1871,  did  fail  to  parade  with 
his  company  detail  for  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  above  mentioned 
date.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the 
date  above  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Barlow,  Com¬ 
pany  C.  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters, 
without  permission  from  proper  authority,  on  the  25th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  at  or  about  7  o’clock 
a.  m.,  26th  February,  1871.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A  Russell,  W. 
T.,  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  per 
month,  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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The  remarks  in  the  case  of  Private  Charles  S .  Hunt,  Company  C, 
14th  Infantry,  tried  before  the  present  Court,  apply  to  this  case 
with  equal  force. 

5th.  Private' James  Reade,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Reade,  Company 

C,  14th  Infantry,  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quar¬ 
ters  without  permission  from  proper  authority,  after  tattoo  roll 
call  on  the  night  of  the  24th  February,  1871.  This  at  Depot  Fort 

D.  A.  Russell,  \V.  T.,  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Reade,  Company 

C,  14th  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  by  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard 
(Sergeant  George  W.  Barlow,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry),  to  leave 
the  Sutler’s  store  and  go  with  him  to  the  guard  house,  make  use  of 
abusive  and  threatening  language  towards  him  (Sergeant  Barlow ) 
to-wit: — “Go  to  hell,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b— li ;  if  you  come  here  we 
will  put  a  head  on  you,  you  bastard.” — Sergeant  Barlow  being  at 
the  time  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A- 
Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Specifications — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Reade,  Company 
C,  14th  Infantry,  did,  when  arrested  by  the  guard,  offer  violence 
by  attempting  to  disarm  a  member  of  the  guard  and  by  attempting 
to  kick  other  members  of  the  guard,  they,  the  guard,  being  a(.  the 
time  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Rus¬ 
sell,  IV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Re:de,  Company 
C,  14tli  Infantry,  did,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February,  1871 , 
while  a  prisoner  in  the  guard  house,  use  abusive  and  threatening 
language  towards  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  (Sergeant  Barloic) 
saying  “When  I  get  out  of  hero  I  will  punch  Sergeant  Barlow's 
head,  the  d — d  son  of  a  b— h.”  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding—  Guilty. 
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Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period 
of  eighteen  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  iron  weight  attached 
to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long ;  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  liis  pay  for  the  same 
period. 

In  this  case  the  two  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  contradict  each 
other  in  several  important  particulars.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
reviewing  authority,  the  only  point  placed  by  the  testimony  beyond 
a  doubt  is  that  the  prisoner  got  drunk  and  was  insolent  to  the 
Sergeant  of  the  guard  on  the  day  alleged.  Confinement  for  eigh¬ 
teen  months  is  regarded  as  unduly  severe,  and  the  term  is  reduced 
to  six  months.  The  forfeiture  decreed  by  the  Court  will  be  exacted 
also  for  the  same  period.  With  these  exceptions,  the  proceedings, 
findings,  and  sentence  are  approved,  and  the  sentence,  as  modified, 
will  be  duly  executed. 

Cth.  Private  John  Sweeney ,  Company  C.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Sweeney,  Company 
C,  14th  Infantry,  did  absent  himself  without  permission  from 
proper  authority,  from  his  company  and  quarters,  after  tattoo  roll 
call  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  February,  1871.  This  at  Depot 
Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Sweeney,  Company 
C,  14t.h  Infantry,  did,  when  ordered  by  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard 
(Sergeant  George  W.  Barlow,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry),  to  leave 
the  Sutler’s  store  and  go  with  him  to  the  guard  house,  make  use  of 
abusive  and  threatening  language  towards  him  (Sergeant  Barlow ) 
to  wit : — Go  to  hell,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b— h;  if  you  come  here  we 
will  put  a  head  on  you,  you  bastard;”  Sergeant  Barlow  being  at  the 
time  in  the  execution  of  his  office.  This  at  Depot  FortD.  A.  Rus¬ 
sell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Sweeney,  Company 
C,  14th  Infantry,  did,  when  arrested  by  the  guard,  offer  violence  by 
attempting  to  disarm  a  member  of  the  guard  and  by  attempting  to 
strike  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  (Sergeant  Barlow)-,  the  Sergeant 
and  the  member  of  the  guard  being  at  the  time  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty.  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A,  Ru33ell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about 
the  24th  day  of  February,  1871. 
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Specification  4— In  this  that  he,  Private  John  Sweeney,  Company 
C,  14th  Infantry,  did,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  February,  1871, 
while  a  prisoner  in  the  guard  house,  use  abusive  and  threatening 
language  towards  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  (Sergeant  Barlow), 
saying  “When  I  get  out  of  here  I  will  punch  Sergeant  Barlow's 
head,  the  d — d  son  of  a  b— h.”  This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell, 
W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

rx.EA— To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Fin  disc— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
eighteen  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  iron  weight  attached  to 
his  left  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  for  the  same  period. 

It  is  regarded  as  extraordinary  that  this  prisoner  should 
have  made  use,  as  testified  by  the  principal  government  witnesses, 
of  precisely  the  same  terms  of  abuse  and  insult,  syllable  for  sylla¬ 
ble,  as  those  employed  by  Private  Reade,  who  was  tried  on  the  same 
day. 

The  term  of  eighteen  months  imprisonment  seems  needlessly  long, 
and  is  reduced  to  six  months.  The  forfeiture  of  the  pay  will  also 
be  for  the  same  period. 

Except  in  these  particulars,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sen¬ 
tence  are  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  as  modified, 
will  be  duly  executed. 

Tib.  Private  Owen  Gcrraughty,  Company  D,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six 
months,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached 
to  his  left  leg,  the  chain  to  be  three  feet  long. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  John  Montague,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 
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Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  wearing  during  that  period  a  twelve  pound 
iron  weight  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  consideration  of  the  prisoner’s  good  character  and  long  service, 
the  Department  Commander  is  disposed  to  believe  that  leniency 
will  not  be  without  a  good  effect.  The  term  of  confinement  is  there¬ 
fore  reduced  to  three  months. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  wilt  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Musician  Frank  Gass,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion,  in  violation  of  the  20th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Musician  Gass  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

10th.  Private  Charles  T.  Peterson,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Private  Peterson  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

H...The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Nebraska,  pursuantto  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  39,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Albert  G.  Brackett,  ,2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
Joshua  L.  Fowler, 2 d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur  : 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official  : 


Aide  de-Camp. 


a.  cjvx. 

Fort  Rawlins. 

1.  Private  Richard  Deady,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  John  Clary,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  John  Iloben ,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

4  Corporal  Thomas  Mahoney,  Company  K,  13lh  Infantry. 

Fort  McPherson. 

1.  Private  Ilcnry  Murray,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  John  O' Rearden,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  Edward  Hamilton,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Charles  IF.  Webb,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

(  Private  Charles  II.  Webb,  Company  II.  9th  Infantry. 

3.  -j  Private  Frederick  Avery,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

(.  Private  William  Lee,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  James  Kecffe,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

15.  Sergeant  Arthur  J.  Judd,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  James  Smith,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  C,  1871. 

OENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  26.  ) 

I. ..Before  a  Geueral  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Raw¬ 
lins,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  7,  current 
8»rie3  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Nathan  IF. 
Osborne,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  li. 
Guthrie,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  nnd 
tried 

1st.  Private  Richard  Deady,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

1’lea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  Government  twelve 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  twelve 
months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  same  period. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “two  months”  instead  of 
“twelve  months and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Glory ,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding-  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  Government  twelvo 
dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  twelve  months,  and  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  in  view  of  the  treatment  to  which  the  prisoner  was  subjected 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  and  the  punishment  then  inflicted  by  order 
of  the  officer  making  the  arrest,  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read 
“one  month”  instead  of  “twelve  months  and  as  mitigated  will  be 
duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  John  lloben,  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charoe— Sleeping  on  post. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  undercharge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  twelve  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  Government  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for 
the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “six  months”  instead  of  “twelve 
months;”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Corporal  Thomas  Mahoney,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — Iu  this,  that  Corporal  Thomas  Mahoney,  Company 
K,  13th  Infantry,  did,  while  upon  duty  in  command  of  the  post 
guard  at  Fort  Rawlins,  Utah,  permit  Private  James  C.  Brown, 
Company  K,  13th  Infantry,  a  prisoner  in  charge  of  the  guard,  to 
go  outside  the  enclosure  to  the  stream  adjoining  the  post,  without 


i  sentinel,  and  did  thereby  permit  the  said  prisoner,  Private  James 
C  Brown,  Company  If,  13th  Infantry,  to  escape. 

This  at  Fort  Rawlins,  U.  T.,  on  the  12th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

ADd  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved. 
Corporal  Mahoney  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Nebraska,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
No.  11,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Edward  II.  Leib,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Alfred  B,  Bathe,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried  :  — 

1st.  Private  Ilenry  Murray,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry, 

Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this  that  he,  Private  Ilenry  Murray,  Company 
II,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  ordered  by  Corporal  George  IFt 
Churchill,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry,  to  go  with  him  to  the  guard 
house,  did  rush  at  1st  Sergeant  F.  McCourt,  Company  II,  5th  Cav¬ 
alry;  and  upon  being  held  and  prevented  by  said  Corporal  Churchill, 
did  turn  against  him  (Churchill)  offering  violence  by  repeatedly 
striking  at  him  and  persisting  to  do  so  until  compelled  by  force  to 
desist  by  several  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  company. 

This  in  the  presence  of  the  company  at  stables  at  the  time,  at 
Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  18tli  day  of  March,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he.  Private  Ilenry  Murray,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  5th  Cavalry,  on  being  conducted  to  the  guard  house  by 
Sergeant  Daniel  McGrath,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  did  run  away 
from  him  and  rush  at  1st  Sergeant  Francis  McCourt,  Company  II, 
5th  Cavalry,  and  strike  him  aud  abuse  him  with  the  most  obscene 
language,  repeatedly  using  the  words  “You  dirty  son  of  a  b — h,” 
or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  on  or 
about  the  18th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specifications — Not  Guilty. 


Finding — Of  the  specification,  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification,  2d  charge — Guilty',  except  the 
words — “did  rush  at  1st  Sergeant  F.  McC'ourt, 
Company  II,  5tli  Cavalry,”  and  the  words — "by 
repeatedly  striking  at  him.” 

Of  the  2d  specification,  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  tuo 
guard  at  the  post  ay  here  his  company  may  be  seving,  for  the 
period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dol¬ 
lars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

In  this  case  the  1st  charge  is  shown  by  the  specification  to  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  44th  Article,  and  it  should  have  been  so 
drawn.  With  this  exception,  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sen¬ 
tence  arc  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

2d.  Private  John  O' Iicurden,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Chakge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  in  the  post  guard  house  for  sixty  days 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  and  to  carry  a  log 
weighing  twenty-five  pounds  every  day  for  the  first  fifteen  days  of 
his  confinement,  between  reveille  and  retreat,  allowing  one  hour 
for  each  meal. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  modified  so  that  the  prisoner  will  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  carry  the  log  on  Sundays  ;  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly 
executed. 

III.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  l). 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  4', 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Capfain 
Philip  A.  Owen,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  11. 
Montgomery,  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : — 

1st.  Private  Edward  Hamilton,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Change  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 


Specification — In  this  that  lie,  Private  Edward  llumillon,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  9tli  Infantry,  did,  on  or  about  the  lGth  day  of  Ma'ch, 
1871,  obtain  permission  to  be  absent  from  tattoo  roll  call;  falsely 
alleging  as  a  reason  for  making  tlie  request  that  he  wished  to  go  to 
Surgeon  Frantz,  U.  S.  A. 

This  at  Fort.  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of 
March,  1871. 

Charge  2— Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  3 — Forgery,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

ri.EA— Guilty. 

Finding  —  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as 
the  proper  authority  may  direct  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  Iowa  State  Penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  sent 
in  charge  of  a  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  Warden  of 
the  Penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

2d.  Private  Charles  11.  Webb,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion,  in  violation  of  the  20th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — [Sets  forth  that  the  prisoner  stole  and  sold  arms 
and  equ'pments,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  valued  at 
$83.22,  and  appropriated  the  proceeds  to  his  own  use.] 

Charge  3 — Violation  of  the  22d  Article  of  War. 

Prea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  arc  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him  ;  to  be  branded 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  I)  ;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  then  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
in  such  penitentiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  a 
period  of  five  years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  approved,  except  the  word  “branded,”  for  which  the 


words  ‘  indelibly  marked”  are  substituted.  The  term  of  imprison¬ 
ment  is  reduced  to  three  years. 

The  Penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  bo  sent  in  charge  of 
a  suitable  guard,  and  turned  ever  to  the  Warden  of  the  Penitenti¬ 
ary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

(  Private  Charles  II.  Webb,  Company  II,  Dili  Infantry. 

3d.  -j  Private  Frederick  Avery,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

(  Private  William  Lee,  Company  F,  6th  Cavalry. 

Citakge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  they,  Private  Charles  II.  Webb,  Company 
H,  9th  Infantry,  Private  Frederick  Avery,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry, 
and  Private  William  Lee,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry,  prisoners  in 
confinement  in  the  post  guard  house  at.  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T., 
did  conspire  to,  and  did  knock  down,  and  take  a  carbine  from  Pri¬ 
vate  George  IF.  Johanson,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry,  and  did  threaten 
to  shoot  the  said  Private  George  IF.  Johanson,  “if  he  made  any 
resistance,”  (they  trying  to  make  their  escape),  the  said  Private 
George  W.  Johanson,  being  at  the  time  sentinel  in  charge  of  the 
said  three  prisoners. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  March 
16th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  they.  Private  Charles  II.  Webb,  Com¬ 
pany  II,  9th  Infantry,  Private  Frederick  Avery,  Company  D.  &th 
Cavalry,  and  Private  William  Lee,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry,  prison¬ 
ers  in  confinement  in  the  post  guard  house  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
W.  T.,  did  conspire  to,  and  did  by  violence,  make  their  escape  from 
one  Private  George  W.  Johanson,  Company  B,  6th  Cavalry,  the 
sentinel  in  charge  of  the  working  party  of  which  the  prisoners 
were  members,  and  did  remain  absent  until  re-arrested  and  brought 
back  by  a  patrol  sent  for  that  purpose,  they,  in  the  meantime,  hav¬ 
ing  got  away  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  post. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  1).  A.  Russell,  W.  T  ,  on  or  about  March  1  3th, 
1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Fin  DISC — Guilty,  except  the  words — “did  knock  down.” 
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Sentence— (Eucli)  To  bo  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  twelve  calendar  months,  wearing  a  four¬ 
teen-pound  iron  weight  attached  to  the  left  leg  by  a  three-foot, 
chain,  nnd  to  forfeit  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentences  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentences  will  be  duly  executed,  except  the 
sentence  in  the  case  of  Private  Webb,  which,  in  view  of  the  severe 
sentence  awarded  him  at  his  separate  trial,  is  remitted, 

4th.  Private  James  liteffe,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

1’lea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Charles  S.  Jlunt,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentenoe — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Gth.  Sergeant  Arthur  J.  Judd,  Company  C,  14lh  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Neglect  of  duty. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  ho,  Sergeant  Arthur  J.  Judd,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  14th  Infantry,  Post  Sergeant  Major,  having  been  ordered 
to  remaiu  in  his  quarters  in  arrest,  and  not  to  leave  the  same 
except  to  obey  the  calls  of  nature,  did  leave  said  quarters  and  visit 
the  store  of  the  post  trader. 

This  at  Depot  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on 
March,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


the  23d  day  of 
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Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  six  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month  for  five  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  James  Smith,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Meglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  James  Smith,  Company  H,  9th 
Infantry,  being  a  supernumary  and  on  duty  with  the  guard  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  did  allow  one  prisoner  named  Boyer,  a  half- 
breed,  to  escape  from  his  charge,  between  4  and  5  p.  m  ,  on  March 
29th,  1871. 

This  at  or  near  the  guard  house  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on 
or  about  the  time  and  date  above  specified. 

Plea— Not  Guilty 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed.  Private  Smith  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

IV ...The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  McPherson, 
Nebraska,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  11,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Edward 
II.  Leib,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Alfred  B. 
Bache,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur  : 

GEO.  D  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant /G/\eral. 

Official  :  fyX  S  X-x  (X  x  x 


Aide  deCamp. 


a.  c^m. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  William  Bradley,  Company  1),  Oth  Infantry. 

Private  William  Lee ,  </o mpnqy  F,  5tli  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Charles  U.  Hull .  Company  F,  0th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Frederick  Kngel,  Company  If,  0th  Infantry. 

6  Private  Thomas  Taylor,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

6  Private  James  II.  Marshall,  Compnny  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Henry  Simpson,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Robert  Ralston,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  7,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ' 

No.  27.  i 

I. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D. 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
41,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
r.  A.  Owen,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  II. 
Montgomery,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried: — 

1st.  Private  William  Bradley,  Company  D,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  or  may  become  due,  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  and  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary 
as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

In  this  case  t^e  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  If),  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved  and  confirmed  and  will  be 
duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  discharged  on 
receipt  of  this  order. 

2d.  Private  William  Lee,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ciiaiige — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 
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Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  or  may  become  due,  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  and  dishonorably  discharged  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved  and  confirmed,  and  will  be 
duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  discharged  on 
receipt  of  this  order. 

3d.  Private  Charles  U.  Bull,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification,  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “and  go  to  the  railroad  depot.” 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  an  attempt 
to  desert  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Of  the  specification.  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  nnd  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  now  or  may  become  due,  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  at  such  penitentiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  desig¬ 
nate  for  the  period  of  two  years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  attempting  to  desert  ,  is  disap¬ 
proved,  the  Act  of  July  16,  186.J,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punish¬ 
ment  illegal.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved  and 
confirmed,  and  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  on  receipt  of  this  order. 

4th.  Private  Frederick  Kagel,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion,  in  violation  of  the  20th  Article  of  War. 


Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

PiiKA — Not  Guilty. 

Finding—  Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  to  be  marked  indelibly 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  peni¬ 
tentiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of 
two  years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
marking  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved 
and  confirmed  and  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be 
dishonorably  discharged  on  receipt  of  this  order. 

5th.  Private  Thomas  Taylor,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that,  may  become  due  him,  to  be  branded  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  peniten¬ 
tiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of  two 
years. 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved,  except  the  word  “branded,’’ 
for  which  the  words  “indelibly  marked”  are  substituted,  and  as 
modified,  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably 
discharged  on  receipt  of  this  order. 


6th.  Private  James  II.  Marshall ,,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Chabg  e — Desertion. 

Plea — Guiliy. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  to  be  indelibly  marked 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  peni¬ 
tentiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of 
two  years. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
marking  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  discharged  on  receipt 
of  this  order. 

7tli.  Private  Henry  Simpson,  Company  P,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due  him,  to  be  indelibly  marked 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  peni¬ 
tentiary  as  the  proper  authority  may  designate  for  the  period  of 
two  years. 

In  this  5ase  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion,  is  disapproved,  the  Act 
of  July  16,  1862,  ch.  190,  rendering  such  punishment  illegal.  The 
remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved  and  confirmed,  and  will  be 
duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  discharged  on 
receipt  of  this  order. 

8th.  Private  Robert  Ralston,  Company  D,  5tli  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Robert  Ralston,  Company  D, 
5th  Cavalry,  did  feloniously  steal,  take,  and  carry  away  from  the 


saloon  of  the  Post  Trader,  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  one  box 
containing  twelve  bottles  of  gin,  the  property  of  the  said  post 
trader,  amounting  in  value  to  eighteen  dollars,  and  was  arrested 
with  the  aforesaid  property  in  his  possession. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A,  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  13th  of 
March,  1871. 

Chakgk  3 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Robert  Ralston,  Company  D, 
5th  Cavalry,  did  steal  and  sell  one  Sharp’s  carbine,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  5.  S.  Sumner,  5th 
Cavalry,  is  responsible. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  March  13th,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

'i o  the  3d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification,  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification,  2d  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
words — “take  and  carry  away;" — “eighteen  dol¬ 
lars,”  substituting  therefor  “twelve  dollars” — “and 
was  arrested  with  the  afore-mentioned  property  in 
his  possession”  and  of  the  excepted  words — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification,  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  now  due  or 
that  may  become  due  him  ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip 
with  the  letter  D,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  .ho 
United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
proper  authority  may  designate  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  mitigated  to  one  year.  As  modi¬ 
fied,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  sent  in  charge  of 
a  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  Warden  of  the  peniten¬ 
tiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


11. . .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fori  D.  A.  Russell, 
W.  T,,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No.  18,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  John  11.  King, 
9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  George  11.  Russell,  9th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

111. . .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Rawlins,  U.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  7,  current,  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Nathan  IF.  Osborne, 
13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  ./oAn  11.  Guthrie, 
13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant..  iral. 

Official  : 


Aide.de.  Camp. 


Camp  Douglas. 

xfir.  Private  William  Iiyan,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

Private  George  Van  Iderstine ,  Company  E,  13th  In 
fan  try. 

S3.  Private  Newton  Swarenger ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 
'/4.  Private  William  Griffin,  Company  E,  13tli  Infantry. 
Jo.  Private  David  Barry,  Company  E,  1 3th  Infantry. 

«/G.  Private  Henry  Smith,  Company  E,  13tli  Infantry. 

✓V.  Private  John  Slyons,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 

/  Fort  Sedgwick. 

*/l.  Private  John  Mitchell,  Company  K,  1 4-th  Infantry. 

\S'i.  Private  John  A.  Perry,  Company  K.  14th  Infantry. 

/  Fort  Bridger. 

v\.  Private  Carl  Schobel,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

J'2.  Private  George  Chester,  Company  Cl,  13th  Infantry. 
S3.  Private  Frank  Leroy,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 
k/4.  Private  Michael  Burk,  Company  (1,  13th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  13<7t,  1S71. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  28.  J 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at 
Camp  1)002.1  is,  V.  T  ,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special 
Orders  No.  49,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters, 
and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  A.  Morrow,  13th 
Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Alfred  L.  Hough,  13th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  William  Ryan,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Ryan, 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  did  become  intoxicated  and  lie 
in  his  bunk  during  the  retreat  roll  call  of  his  company,  and 
did  absent  himself  from  said  roll  call  without  authority  for 
so  doing. 

All  this  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1871. 
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Specification  2 — In  this  that  lie,  Private  William  Iiyant 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  when  aroused  from  his  bunk 
and  told  lie  was  to  be  confined,  by  1st  Sergeant  Benjamin 
Sheldon,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  he  being  then  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  did  make  use  of  the  following  lan¬ 
guage  to  1st  Sergeant.  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Company  0,  13th 
Infantry,  •■You  and  old  Hough  (thereby  meaning  Captain 
Hough,  his  Company  Commander)  arc  sons  of  b — s,  I’ll 
make  you  sick  of  this.” 

All  this  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  'I'.,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that,  when  he,  Private  William 
Ryan,  Company  C.  13th  Infantry,  was  being  taken  to 
the  guard  house  in  charge  of  1st  Sergeant  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  he  being  then  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty,  did  say  to  1st  Sergeant  Benjamin  Sheldon , 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry, — “•You  son  of  a  b — h,  you  don’t 
know  your  duty;  I’ll  put  a  mouth  on  you” — repeating  this 
several  times. 

All  this  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  he  Private  William  Ryan, 
Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  while  being  a  prisoner  in  charge 
of  a.  sentinel,  did  seize  by  the  throat  and  strike  and  abuse 
Private  John  Bailey,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry,  and  did 
call  him  a  thief. 

All  this  at  Camp  Douglas,  C.  T.,  on  the  4th  dav  of 
March,  1871. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finuino — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  1o  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

2d.  Private  George  Van  Jderntine ,  Company  E,  13th 
Infantry. 


Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  14th  Article  of  War. 

C  gauge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  live  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are 
approved  and  conlirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  lie  duly 
executed. 

3d.  Private  Ken-ton  Sirarenger ,  Company  E,  1 3th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case 
are  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

4th.  Private  William  Griffin ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he.  Private  William  Griffin , 
Company  E.  13th  Infantry,  being  regularly  detailed  for 
general  fatigue  and  turned  over  to  the  Sergeant  Major,  did 
absent  himself  from  his  fatigue  party  without  permission 
from  proper  authority. 

This  at  Camp  Douglas,  lT.  T..  on  or  about  the  24th  day 
of  March.  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he.  Private  William  Griffin , 
Company  E,  13th  Infantry,  did  absent  himself  from  retreat 
and  tatoo  roll  calls,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  March, 
1871,  without  permission  from  proper  authority. 

This  at  Camp  Douglas.  U.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  day 
of  March,  1871. 

Flea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  fifteen  days. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

5th.  Private  David  Barry ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry, 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  ;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of 
the  guard  for  six  months  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  exe¬ 
cuted. 

6th.  Private  Henry  Smith,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — D  eser  tion . 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  ;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of 
the  guard  for  six  months  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  exe¬ 
cuted. 

7tli.  Private  John  Slyons,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

F  inding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  fbr  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  he  duly  exe¬ 
cuted. 

II.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which- convened  at 
Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special 
Orders  No.  52,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and 
of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  Duncan,  5th  Cavalry, 
is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Georye  F.  Price,  5th  Cav¬ 
alry,  Judge  Advocate,  wrere  arraigned  and  tried  : 


1st.  Private  John  Mitchell ,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  40th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  on  account  of  the  accused  being 
a  recruit,  and  it  being  in  the  knowledge  of  several  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Court  that  this  is  his  first  offense. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

2d.  Private  John  A.  Perry ,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are 
appioved.  Private  Perry  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

III. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at 
Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special 
Orders  No.  47,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and 
of  which  Major  Robert  S.  La  Motte,  13th  Infantry,  is  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  Captain  Charles  II.  Whittelsey ,  13th  Infantry, 
Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : 

1st.  Private  Curl  Schobel ,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  or  may  become  due  to  him,  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  at  such  place  as  the  Com¬ 
manding  General  of  the  Department  may  direct,  for  the 
period  of  two  years. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved. 

In  view  of  the  voluntary  return  of  the  prisoner  after  an 
absence  of  one  day,  the  sentence  is  regarded  as  too  se\ere. 


The  dishonorable  discharge  is  therefore  remitted,  and  the 
term  of  confinement  mitigated  to  four  months  at  hard  labor 
in  charge  of  the  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may 
be  serving,  with  forfeiture  of  live  dollars  per  month  for  the 
same  term. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  George  Chester,  Company  G,  18th  Infantry. 

(  marge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Fi  n  di  no — G  nitty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  or  may  become  due  to  him  ;  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  at  such  place  as  the  Com¬ 
manding  General  of  the  Department  may  direct,  for  the 
period  of  eighteen  months. 

'L'he  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  prisoner  having  voluntarily  returned  after  an  absence 
of  one  day,  the  sentence  is  regarded  as  too  severe. 
The  dishonorable  discharge  is  therefore  remitted,  and  the 
term  of  confinement  mitigated  to  four  months  at  hard  labor 
in  charge  of  the  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may 
be  serving.  The  forfeiture  will  be  five  dollars  per  month 
for  the  same  period.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

fid.  Private  Frank  Leroy ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — -Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Frank  Leroy ,  Com¬ 
pany  F.  lfith  Infantry,  at  the  time  of  his  desertion,  did 
take  with  him  his  rifle  and  accoutrements,  for  which  Cap¬ 
tain  C.  II.  Wliittelsey ,  commanding  Company  F,  lfith 
Infantry,  is  responsible.  This  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on 
or  about  March  6th,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  or  may  become  due  to  him  ;  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  at  such  place  as  the  Com¬ 
manding  General  of  the  Department  may  direct,  for  the 
period  of  eighteen  months. 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc 
approved,  but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  limited  to  one 
year.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Town,  is  designated 
as  the  place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be 
sent,  in  charge  of  a  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the 
Warden  of  the  penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

4th.  Private  Michael  Bark.  Company  (4,  13th  Infantry. 

Ciiakuk — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Michael  Bark , 
Company  G,  13th  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a  soldier.  This  at  Fort  Bridget',  W.  T.,  on 
or  about  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Specification  2 — Tn  this  that  lie.  Private  Michael  Bark. 
Company  G  13th  Infantry,  after  being  confined  in  the  post 
guard  house,  and  while  paraded  with  the  other  prisoners 
for  inspection  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  did  use  the  follow¬ 
ing  disrespectful  language  toward  the  said  officer  of  the  day, 
Captain  E.  Ill  Clift,  13th  Infantry,  to-wit :  *■  I’ll  get  square 
with  you  yet,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b — h,”  or  words  to  that 
effect :  and  did,  when  ordered  by  the  Corporal  of  the  guard 
to  stop  talking,  attempt  to  strike  the  said  Corporal  of 
the  guard.  This  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  at  or  about  retreat 
roll  call  of  the  7th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Michael  Bark, 
Company  G,  13th  Infantry,  when  put  in  the  prison  room,  did 
tear  down  the  iron  bars  set  in  the  prison  room  door,  at  the 
the  same  time  using  the  following  disrespectful  and  threat¬ 
ening  language  towards  the  Corporal  of  the  guard,  to-wit: 

I’ll  kill  you  yet,  you  d — d  son  of  a  b — li,”  or  words  to 
that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on  the  7th  day 
of  March,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

F  inojng — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  forfeiture  of  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  or  may  become  due  him,  and  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor,  at  such  place  as  the  Commanding 
General  of  the  Department  may  direct,  for  the  period  of 
six  months. 
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The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc 
approved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four 
months.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed, 
at  the  post  where  the  prisoner’s  companj-  may  be  serving. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  April  25,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  29.  i 


The  Commanding  officers  of  the  infantry  companies,  selected  to 
try  the  new  experimental  arms  and  accoutrements,  recently  received 
in  this  Department,  are  required  to  make  monthly  reports  to  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance  U.  S.  Army,  on  the  blank  forms  to  be  furnished 
them  by  the  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of  this  Department,  in  regard 
to  the  comparative  advantages  for  service  of  these  arms  and  accou¬ 
trements.  The  new  arms  should  be  known  and  designated  in  all 
official  communications,  as 

Remington  Breech  Loading  Rifle  Muskets,  Experimental,  Model 
1870. 

Sharps  Breech  Loading  Rifle  Muskets,  Experimental,  Model  1870. 

Springfield  Breech  Loading  Rifle  Muskets,  Experimental,  Model 

1870. 

The  arms  now  in  the  hands  of  these  companies  will  be  turned  in 
to  the  Omaha  Ordnance  Depot. 

The  Quartermaster’s  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  trans¬ 
portation. 

All  Commanding  officers  who  shall  receive  these  experimental 
arms  are  earnestly  enjoined  to  spare  no  pains  in  their  examination 
and  trial,  in  order  to  solve,  upon  a  practical  basis,  the  question  of 
their  comparative  excellence  and  fitness  for  service.  The  informa¬ 
tion  to  be  derived  from  this  trial  will  be  laid  before  a  Board  of  Offi¬ 
cers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  War  Department  for  the  selection  of  the 
best  breech  loading  arm  for  the  military  service.  For  this  reason, 
the  importance  of  rendering  full  and  accurate  answers  to  the  ques¬ 
tions  propounded  in  the  blank  forms,  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  officers,  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  render  re¬ 
ports  on  this  subject. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjvtant  Genei'al. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

I  j/Private  John  Burns .  Company  G,  9th  Infantry. 

~  2. private  Samuel  McCollough.  Company  E.  5th  Cavalry. 
**  3/Private  Richard  E.  McIntosh ,  Company  Iv,  5th  Cavalry. 


Fort  Laramie. 

,  1.  Private  Charles  Gallagher.  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

|  2  .Private  John  Robinson.  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 
3j/private  Paul  Sheets.  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 
4*/Private  Ephraim  Ellison.  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 
5,/Private  Andrew  J.  Perry.  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 
j  fivt’rivate  Winfield  S.  Parker.  Company  II,  14th  Infantry. 
7.vPrivate  John  Murphy.  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

8/ Private  Francis  A.  Biffar.  Coin pany  A.  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha.  Nebraska.  April  27. 1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 
No.  30. 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
No.  41,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Philip  A.  Owen,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Robert  II.  Montgomery,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  John  Burns.  Company  G,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  now  or 
may  become  due  him,  to  be  branded  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter 
‘•D,!'tobe  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  in  such  penitentiary 
as  the  proper  authority  may  direct,  for  the  period  of  two  years. 


The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  awards  penitentiary  imprisonment 
for  the  purely  military  crime  of  desertion  is  disapproved,  the  act 
of  July  1C.  18G2,  eh.  199,  rendering,  such  punishment  illegal. 
The  remainder  of  the  sentence  is  approved,  except  the  word 
“branded ”  for  which  the  words  “ indelibly  marked are  substi¬ 
tuted.  .As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The 
prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  discharged  on  receipt  of  this  order. 

2d.  Private  Samuel  McColloitr/h.  Company  E,  5fh  Oavalrv. 

Ciiakok  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  I  -In  this,  that  lie  did  call  out.  while  paraded  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  retreat  roll  call,  to  Sergeant  John  Leahey . 
Company  E.  5th  Cavalry,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as 
Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  using  words  to  the  following  effect,  to-wit : 
'•  You  son  a  b — h«”  “  You  curly-headed  son  of  a  b—  h."’ 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T..  on  or  about  the  Gth  day  of 
April,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  he  did  call  out.  while.the  officer  of 
the  guard.  1st  Lieutenant  IF.  B.  Pease.  9th  Infantry,  assisted  by 
the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  was  placing  Private  Pickard  E.  Mc¬ 
Intosh.  Company  Iv.  5th  Caralrv,  in  a  ceil :  ••  I  won’t  allow  one 
man  to  be  picked  upon  by  half  a  dozen,”  or  words  to  that  effect;' 
and  did  thereupon  endeavor  to  resist  the  efforts  of  the  before 
named  officer  and  non-commissioned  officer,  they  being  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  as  Officer  and  Sergeant  of  the 
Guard. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  April  Gth,  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this,  that  being  ordered  info  close  confine¬ 
ment  by  the  officer  of  the  Guard.  1st  Lieutenant  Pease ,  9th  Infan¬ 
try.  he  did  forcibly  resist  the  efforts  of  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard. 
Sergeant  John  Leahey.  to  place  him  in  a  cell,  using  words  to  the 
following  effect,  to-wit :  "  You  are  not  man  enough  to  put  me  in 
a  cell ;  ”  nor  did  lie  enter  therein  until  the  arrival  of  the  Officer  of 
the  Guard,  Lieutenant  Pease,  whose  efforts  lie  also  resisted. 

This  at  Fort  I).  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  April  Gth,  1871. 

•  Specification  4 — In  this,  that  he  did  endeavor,  having  been 
placed  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  Officer  of  the  Guard, 
to  escape  from  his  cell  by  breaking  open  the  door  thereof. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  April  Gth.  1871. 


s 


Plea. — Xot  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  bard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard, 
with  a  twelve  pound  weight  attached  by  a  chain  three  feet  long 
to  the  left  leg,  for  a  period  of  six  months ;  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

It  seems  not  improbable  that  the  Sergeant  exaggerates  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  this  prisoner,  as  he  is  contradicted  point  blank  in  some 
details  of  his  own  conduct,  by  another  witness  for  the  prosecu 
tion. 

The  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “  four  months,"  instead  of 

six  months,"  and,  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Richard  E.  McIntosh.  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  he  did  call  out.  while  paraded  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  retreat  roll  call,  to  Sergeant  John  Leahey , 
Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as 
Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  using  the  following  words :  "  You  son  of 
a  b — ii "  You  curly -headed  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  6tli  day  of 
April,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  he  did  call  out  to  Private  Samuel 
McCullough .  a  prisoner  in  the  guard-house  at.  Fort,  D.  A.  Russell. 
W.  T.,  when  Sergeant  John  Leahey.  Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  was 
in  the  act  of  confining  him  in  a  cell  by  order  of  the  Officer  of  the 
Guard,  inciting  him  by  using  words  to  this  effect,  to-wit :  Hit 
the  son  of  a  b — li.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of 
April,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this  that,  being  ordered  to  close  confinement 
by  the  Officer  of  the  Guard.  1st  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Pease.  9tli 
Infantry,  he  did  forcibly  resist  the  efforts  of  the  Sergeant  of  the 
Guard,  Sergeant  John  Leahey.  and  did  not  enter  therein  until  the 
arrival  of  the  Officer  of  the  Guard,  whose  efforts  he  also  resisted. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of 
April,  1871. 

Plea — Xot  Guilty. 
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Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty ;  excepting  the  words 
"You  curly-headed  son  of  a  b — h.” 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Skntkxck— ' To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard, 
with  a  twelve  pound  weight  attached  by  a  chain  three  feet 
long  to  the  left  leg,  for  a  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  "  four  months,” 
instead  of  "  six  months,”  and,  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
I.aramic,  VV.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2.  Special  Orders  No.  59, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
yiattlinfrW,  Blunt.  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
Adolphus/,  M.  Greedy ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Charles  Gallagher,  Company  B.  14tli  Infantry. 

Chaugk— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he.  whilst  a  member  of  the  post 
guard,  did  enter  the  quarters  of  Company  B.  14th  Infantry,  and, 
without  just  cause  or  provocation,  quarrel  with  Private  James 
Daly ,  Company  B.  14th  Infantry;  and  after  having  been  repeat- 
edly  ordered  by  Sergeant  John  Haley ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry, 
to  cease  his  interference  with  the  said  Private  Daly,  did  refuse  to 
do  so,  and  did  throw  a  stove  damper  at,  strike  with  his  fist,  and 
kick  the  said  Private  Daly ;  and  after  having  been  separated  and 
ordered  to  desist  by  Corporal  Patrick  Sheridan.  Company  B.  14th 
Infantry,  did  draw  his  bayonet  and  make  a  lunge  at,  and  did 
strike  with  the  bayonet  over  the  head  of  the  said  Daly,  at  the 
same  time  saying,  "  You  old  son  of  a  b — h.  I'll  kill  you,”  and  did 
continue  to  assault  the  said  Daly  until  overpowered  and  dis¬ 
armed  by  Sergeant  Willis  W.  Bard  and  Corporal  Patrick  Sheridan. 

This  at  Fort  I).  A.  llussell.  VV.  T.,  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  whilst  a  member  of  the  post 
guard,  did  enter  the  quarters  of  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  and, 
without  just  cause  or  provocation,  quarrel  with  Private  James 
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Daly ;  and  upon  being’  ordered  by  Sergeant  Michael  Fagan ,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  14th  Infantry,  to  cease  interference  with  the  said  Private 
Daly,  did  use  toward  said  Fagan  threatening  and  abusive  lan¬ 
guage.  saying,  “God  d— n  you,  I  can  whip  you,”  or  words  to 
that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  \V.  T.,  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1S71. 

Pi/ea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard 
labor  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States,  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  three  months. 
As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Robinson.  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  having  been  detailed  in  his 
tour  of  fatigue,  and  ordered  by  Sergeant  Charles  M.  Thomas.  Com¬ 
pany  H,  14th  Infantry  to  assist  in  clearing  away  the  ruins  of  the 
fire,  did  say,  "  I'll  not  work  to-day  for  no  God  d— n  man.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  XV.  T.,  on  or  about  February  7th, 
1871. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he.  while  being  taken  to  the  guard 
house,  did  say*  to  Sergeant  Charles  M.  1'homas ,  “  Sergeant  Can¬ 
ning  may  kiss  my - *  *,  the  son  of  a  b — h,”  or  words  to  that 

efl'ect. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  7tli  day  o  f 
February.  1871. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  seutence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Paul  Sheets.  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification  1— In  this  that  he,  Private  Sheets,  did  write,  or 
cause  to  be  written,  and  sent  direct  to  the  Adjutant  General  U.  S. 
Army,  an  official  communication,  in  words  and  figures,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  — 

Fort  Laramie,  TV.  T.,  January  10th,  1871. 
Adjutant  General  U.  S.  Army ,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Sir:  Your  attention  is  re.-pectfully  called  to  a  fraudulent  disposal  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  for  n  liicli  the  late  Captain  Denney  was  responsi¬ 
ble,  by  1st  Sergeant  Thomas  Ryan,  Company  A,  5tli  Cavalry. 

This  transaction  took  place  during  the  months  of  August  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  180.1.  and  May,  1870.  Over  one  thousand  dollars  worth  of  ordnance 
stores  sold  by  the  said  1st  Sergeant  Thomas  Ryan,  between  ranches  of 
Hurke  and  McDonald,  at  Fort  McPherson,  Xeb.,  and  Big  Horn  Expedi¬ 
tion.  At  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell,  TV.  T.,  he.  1st  Sergeant  Thomas  Ryan,  sold 
the  members  of  A  Company,  5th  Cavalry,  about  eight  revolvers,  at  least, 
at  various  prices  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  each. 

This  had  been  reported  in  detail  upon  several  occasions,  and  through 
the  proper  channels,  but  nil  attempts  at  bringing  the  matter  to  light  was 
baffled  by  Captain  R.  P.  Wilson,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Sufficient  evidence  will  be  produced  to  substantiate  the  foregoing  slatc- 
ment.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed.)  PAUL  SHEETS, 

Private,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

All  this  tit  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  10th,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he  did  write,  or  cause  to  be  writ¬ 
ten,  to  the  Adjutant  General  U.  S.  Army,  a  letter  concerning  an 
alleged  fraudulent  disposal  of  certain  public  property,  which 
said  letter  did  contain  the  following  statement,  to-wit : 

“  Tliis  had  been  reported  in  detail  upon  several  occasions,  and  through 
the  proper  channels,  but  all  attempts  at  bringing  the  matter  to  light  was 
baffled  by  Captain  R.  P.  Wilson,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry.” 

The  aforesaid  statement  being  false. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  January  10th,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification —Guilty ;  except  the  words 
“aforesaid  statement  being  false.” 

To  the  charge — Not  guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty;  but  attach  no 
criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  2d  specification— Guilty — except  the  words 
“the  aforesaid  statement  being  false;”  but 
attach  no  criminality  thereto  ;  and  of  the  words 
excepted — Not  guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 


And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved;  the  findings  and 
acquittal  the  Department  Commander  is  constrained  to  dis¬ 
approve. 

Under  the  1st  specification;  while  there  was,  of  course,  no 
criminality,  in  a  moral  sense,  in  the  prisoner's  addressing  his 
communication  direct  to  the  Adjutant  General;  there  was,  what¬ 
ever  his  motive,  a  breach  of  military  discipline  for  which  he 
should  have  been  convicted  under  the  charge.  Before  addressing 
the  War  Department,  the  prisoner  was  bound  to  exhaust  every 
intermediate  means  of  calling  attention  to  the  alleged  evils  he 
describes,  and  this  he  did  not  do. 

The  finding  under  the  2d  specification  is  far  more  serious,  as  by 
it  the  Court  practically  convict  Captain  TFiZscm  of  dishonorable 
conduct  in  u  baffling"  the  enlisted  men  of  his  company  in  their 
endeavors  to  expose  certain  frauds  committed  by  the  1st  Sergeant. 
The  Court  too  hastily  accept  the  testimony  of  four  privates,  who 
swear  that  Sergeant  Ryan  sold  them  pistols  and  was  never 
punished  for  it,  together  with  the  statement  of  the  prisoner  that 
he  “took  it  for  granted  Captain  Wilson  was  to  blame,”  as  sufficient 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  declaration  in  the  prisoner's  letter  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  that  "  all  attempt*  at  bringing  the  matter  to 
light  was.  baffled  by  Captain  Wilson.,'  In  so  holding,  the  Court 
strangely  disregards  Captain  Wilson's  .own  much  more  trust¬ 
worthy  testimony,  to  the  effect  that  he  carefully  conducted  one, 
and  participated  in  another  later  investigation  into  these  charges 
against  Sergeant  Ryan*  and  was  convinced  of  their  falsity;  and 
they  seem  to  omit  to  give  due  weight  to  the  fact  that  if  no  further 
steps  were  taken,  because  of  prisoner’s  accusation  against  Ser¬ 
geant  Ryan ,  the  responsibility  did  not  rest  with  Captain  IFt'fconl 

The  imputation  cast  by  the  findings  of  the  Court  upon  the  char¬ 
acter  of  Captain  Wilson  is  regarded  as  unwarranted  by  anything 
contained  in  the  record  of  the  prisoner’s  trial,  and  as  unjust  to 
the  reputation  of  that  officer.  The  Department  Commander 
believes  himself  justified  in  fully  acquitting  him. 

That  the  Court  should  have  acquitted  the  prisoner  under  the 
charge,  after  listening  to  his  avowal  that  he  accused  Captain  IFiV- 
son  to  the  Adjutant  General  because  he  “ took  it  for  granted  that 
he  was  to  blame.”  is  an  occasion  of  soino  surprise  to  the  review¬ 
ing  authority.  The  prisoner  saw  that,  notwithstanding  his  accu- 


8 


nations,  Sergeant  Ryan  was  not  punished;  he  took  it  for  granted, 
therefore,  that  his  Captain  was  to  blame,  and  charged  him  with 
an  act  of  gross  dishonor.  For  an  offense  of  this  character,  what¬ 
ever  his  inducement  may  have  been,  lie  deserved,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  reviewing  authority,  not  acquittal,  but  punishment.  He 
states  himself,  in  his  written  defence,  that  in  writing  to  the  Adju¬ 
tant  General  he  “  knew  he  was  not  doing  exactly  right/’ 

Aside  from  the  discredit  thought  to  be  thrown  upon  the  defence 
by  Captain  Wilson's  testimony,  the  fact  is  not  to  be  passed  over 
without  notice,  that  while  the  prisoner  offers  to  bring  before  the 
Adjutant  General  substantial  proof  of  the  embezzlement  of  over 
one  thousand  dollars  worth  of  U.  S.  property  by  Sergeant  Ryan. 
besides  the  sale  of  eight  pistols  at  least,  he  produces  at  his  trial 
but  four  witnesses  who  will  swear  that  they  bought  pistols  of 
Sergeant  Ryan ,  while  the  former  branch  of  the  accusation  he  is 
content  to  ignore  altogether. 

The  time  which  the  prisoner  has  suffered  to  elapse  between  the 
alleged  commission  and  his  disclosure  of  these  offences  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  suggestive. 

The  reviewing  authority  disapproves  the  findings  and  acquittal 
on  these,  among  other,  grounds : 

1st.  That  there  is  some  rSfeson  to  believe  the  charge  against 
Sergeant  Ryan  to  be  willfully  false. 

2d.  That  from  the  testimony  in  the  record,  as  well  as  from  facts 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  Commander,  the  impli¬ 
cations  against  Captain  Wilson's  integrity  are  undeserved  and 
unfounded. 

3d.  That  the  Court  erred  in  acquitting  the  prisoner,  even  if,  as 
they  virtually  declare,  his  motives  were  good. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

4th  Private  Ephraim  Ellison ,  Company  B,  14!  h  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pdea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
mouth  of  his  monthly  pa}'  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving,  for  the  same  period ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th  Private  Andrew  J.  Perry,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly 
pay,  for  six  months,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving,  for  the  same  period ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  proceedings,  and  findings,  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  approved,  but  the  dishonorable  discharge  is  remitted. 
As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed, 

6th.  Private  Winfield  S.  Parker.  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  he  having  been  regularly  detailed 
and  duly  mounted  as  a  member  of  the  guard  at  Fort  T.arr^uie, 
IV.  T..  on  or  about  the  12tli  ot  April.  1S71.  and  having  been  duly 
posted  as  a  sentinel  on  post  No.  5,  was  found  -ifting  down  in 
rear  of  a  haystack  when  visited  by  the  Officer  of  the  day  at  or 
about  4  a.  si.  April  13th,  1871. 

This  at  Fort  Laramie,  \V.  T. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  John  Murphy ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  he  did  attempt  to  strike  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  Joseph  Panning.  Company  II,  14th  Infantry,  while  said 
Panning  was  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of 
February,  1871. 
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Specification  3— In  this,  that  .lie  did,  without,  cause,  strike  1st 
Sergeant  Joseph, Launfyig,  Company  II,  14th  Infantry. , 

This  at  Fort  I).  A.  Russell,  YV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of 
February,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  for  the  period  of  three  months, 

The  .  Court  is  thus  lenient  owing  to  the  long  confinement  and 
previous  good  character  of  the  prisoner. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Company  and  Post  Com¬ 
manders,  an  order  was  issued  from  these  Headquarters,  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  charge  against  Private  Murphy .  which  how¬ 
ever  did  not  reach  the  court  until  after  the  trial  had  ended.  The 
same  reasons  which  induced  the  order  of  withdrawal  now  influ¬ 
ence  the  reviewing  authority  in  his  final  action  upon  the  case. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  arc  approved,  but  the 
sentence  is  remitted. 

Private  Murphy ,  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

8th.  Private  Francis  A.  Biffar ,  Company  A.  5tli  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  six  months;  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  nine  months; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  In  view  of  the  past  good  character  of  the  prisoner; 
the  dishonorable  discharge  is  remitted,  and  the  term  of  confine¬ 
ment  is  reduced  to  six  months.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will 
be  duly  executed. 

III. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  I).  A.  Russell, 
\Yr.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  41,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Philip  A. 
Oicen ,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Robert  11.  Montgom¬ 
ery,  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 
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IV. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Douglas, 
U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  49,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Itcnry  A.  Morrow,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Alfred 
L.  Hough,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

Br  Command  ok  Bkioauikk  Gknkkai.  Ana  i:: 

GEO.  I).  HIGGLES, 
Ansirtnnt  Adjutant  General. 


Okkicial. 


G.  C.  M. 


*4. 

S\/2. 

%/S. 

^4. 

A. 

%/a. 

vt. 

»/8. 


Private  Richard  (ioodier ,  Company  G,  14lli  Infantry. 

Private  Frank  TP.  Drown .  Company  F,  14th  Infantry.  '  Q'i 
Private  George  Carroway ,  Company  F,  14tli  Infantry. 

Private  Edward  Mulligan.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  MWiaro  McMullen.  Company  D.  14ih  Infantry. 

Private  Arthur  Donnelly ,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 
Privata*TFi7h‘«))i  White.  Companj’  D.  14tli  Infantry. 

Private  David  McCarger.  Company  D.  14th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha .  Nebraska.  May  1st,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS.  ) 

No.  31.  5 

1.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3.  Special  Orders  No. 
59,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Francis  Le  B.  Monroe ,  Medical  Department, 
Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Richard  Goodier ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  United  States  fifteen  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Frank  W.  Brown ,  Company  F.  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  he  did  steal  three  shirts  from  Private 
Carl  Salix ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  with  the  intention  of  appro¬ 
priating  the  same  to  his  own  use.  This  while  en  route  from 
Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska,  to  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  between 
the  9th  and  21st  days  of  March,  1871. 
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Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  wind 
may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  am 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service. 

The  only  witness  whose  testimony  in  any  degree  justifies  tin 
conviction  of  this  prisoner,  is  Private  Salix,  who  swears  that  01 
the  company  leaving  Omaha  Barracks,  he  packed  three  whit 
shirts  in  a  box  which  he  locked,  and  which  shirts  he  found 
month  later  in  prisoner’s  knapsack  at  Fort  Fetterman. 

This  is  the  only  ground  on  which  the  conviction  really  rests 
and  this  testimony  is  rendered  less  convincing  by  proof  offere 
by  the  defence,  that  prisoner  and  Salix  bunked  together,  no 
very  amicably,  and  that  Salix  said,  a  day  or  two  before  hi 
alleged  discovery  of  the  shirts  in  prisoner’s  knapsack,  that  h 
would  not  have  prisoner  bunk  with  him  any  more,  and  meant  t 
get  him  into  a  place  where  he  should  have  a  bunk  to  himself.  1 
is  in  evidence  further  that  on  Salix  accusing  prisoner  to  the  Is 
Sergeant  of  having  robbed  him,  the  latter  asked  prisoner  hoi 
many  white  shirts  he  had,  and  on  his  replying  “  none,”  sent  him- 
it  would  seem,  alone— to  get  his  knapsack ;  which  being  brougli 
was  opened  and  in  it  the  shirts  in  question  were  found.  It  is  nc 
easy  to  believe  that  the  prisoner  would  not,  after  so  pointed 
question,  have  removed  the  shirts  from  his  knapsack  befor 
producing  it  for  examination,  if  guilty  of  the  alleged  crime. 

No  evidence  is  brought  to  show  that  Salix's  box  presented  mart 
of  violence,  or  had  been  unlocked  or  opened  by  force  in  any  wa 
during  the  movements  of  the  detachment. 

In  view  of  the  total  absence  of  evidence  to  convict  the  prison! 
of  larceny,  aside  from  the  articles  being  found  in  his  knapsack 
the  fact  that  the  prisoner  supplied  the  proof  which  supported  h 
conviction,  without  apparently  any  attempt  at  concealment  c 
suppression ;  that  no  one  was  present  when  Salix  discovered  in 
knapsack  accessible  to  all  the  property  he  claims  to  have  lost 
and  lastly  bearing  in  mind  Salix  mysterious  threats  against,  an 
dislike  for,  the  prisoner;  the  reviewing  authority  hesitates  t 
confirm  a  sentence  of  whicli  there  seenis  so  much  reason  to  doul 
the  justice. 

The  proceedings  are  approved.  The  findings  and  sentence  ai 
disapproved.  The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 
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3d.  Private  George  Car ro way,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  lie,  being  duly  mounted  as  a  member 
of  the  post  guard,  and  having  three  prisoners  under  his  charge, 
did  allow  two  prisoners  to  escape. 

This  at  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  March  7th,  1871. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  inexperience 
in  guard  duty,  and  general  good  character  as  a  soldier. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Edward  Mulligan ,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  he  was  so  drunk  as  to  be  unable 
to  perform  properly'  the  duties  of  a  soldier. 

This  at  Cheyenne,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  March  11th,  1871. 

Specifications — In  this,  that  he, when  ordered  into  confinement 
by  1st  Sergeant  James  Torphy,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  (Ser¬ 
geant  Torphy  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office)  did  attempt  for¬ 
cibly  to  resist  said  Sergeant. 

This  at  Cheyenne,  VV.  T.,  on  or  about  March  lltli,  1871. 

Pi.ea— To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  eharge — Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  sentence,  is  modified  to  read  “five  dollars,” 
instead  of  '•  fifteen  dollars,”  and  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  exe¬ 
cuted. 


utli.  Private  William  McMullen.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Chakgk — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  he,  on  being  spoken  to  by  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  .Tames  Torphy ,  for  being  so  slow  in  getting  into  the  ranks, 
did  reply.  “  Kiss  my  *  *  ,  you  half-breed  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T  ,  at  or  about  the  hour  of  undress- 
parade,  on  the  evening  of  March  25th.  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  lie,  on  being  ordered  to  the  guard 
house  by  his  1st  Sergeant,  James  Torphy ,  did  reply :  *■  Go  to  hell. 
God  d — u  you.” 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  WV1'.,  at  or  about  the  hour  of  undress- 
parade,  on  the  evening  of  March  25th,  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this,  that  he,  while  being  taken  as  a  prisoner 
to  the  guard  house,  and  when  passing  his  company  formed  on 
the  company  parade  ground,  did  make  use  of  the  following  lan¬ 
guage,  applying  it  to  1st  Sergeant  James  Torphy ,  Company  D ; 
to-wit:  "  You  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  at  or  about  the  hour  of  undress- 
parade,  on  the  evening  of  March  25th,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  four  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  one  month. 
As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  Arthur  Donnelly ,  Company  I),  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  William  White.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 


Specification— lii  this,  that  lie,  Private  William  White,  Company 
D.  14th  Infantry,  while  in  charge  of  a  prisoner  as  a  sentinel  on 
guard,  did  furnish  him,  the  said  prisoner,  with  intoxicating  liquor. 

This  at  camp  of  the  command  en  mute  to  Fort  Fetterman,  at  or 
near  Chugwater  Creek,  W.  T..  on  or  about  the  15th  of  March. 
1S71. 

Charge  2 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  fifteen  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  David  McCarger ,  Company  D,  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  he  did.  without  cause  or  provoca¬ 
tion,  point  a  loaded  musket  at  Private  James  Coyle,  Company 
D,  14tli  Infantry,  threatening  to  shoot  said  Private  Coyle. 

This  at  Cheyenne,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  March  lltli.  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  he,  when  ordered  into  confine¬ 
ment  by  1st  Sergeant  James  1'orphy  (being  in  the  execution  of 
his  office)  did  attempt  forciblj-  to  resist  said  Sergeant. 

This  at  Cheyenne,  W.  T..  on  or  about  March  11th.  1ST  1  - 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  one  month,  and  to  forfeit  twelve  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  five  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  seutence  in  this  case  art- 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fetterman. 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  59,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 


George  A.  Woodward.  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Francis  Le  B.  Monroe .  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aidc-dc-Camp. 
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Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  tiie  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
under  charge  of  the  guard  at  Omaha  Barracks  for  the  period  of 
one  year;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  drummed  out  of  the 
service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Francis  Keely.,  Company  G,  21st  Infantry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  refund  to  the  United  States  thirty  dollars,  the 
amount  paid  for  his  delivery  to  this  station ;  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Bridger,  VV.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  Mo. 
47.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Robert  S.  La.Motte,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Charles  H.  Whittelsey.  13th  Infantry.  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Frank  Leroy .  Company  F.  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty  except  the  words — “  did 
desert  from  said  service  and” — and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words — “did  escape  from  the.” 

To  the  charge — Mot  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — ••  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are,  or  may  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked 
with  the  letter  D.  two  inches  in  length,  on  the  left  hip ;  and  to  be 
imprisoned  in  such  prison  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Department  may  direct,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  at  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  and 
drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  The  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  six  months  at 
the  post  where  the  prisoner’s  company  may  be  serving.  The 
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approved  and  confirmed,  and  tlie  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  James  Brogan ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

( 'haroe—  Desertion. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “did 
desert.”  and  “apprehended.” 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  with¬ 
out  leave. 

Finding— Of  the  specification — Guilty-,  except  the  words  “did 
desert”  and  “apprehended.” 

Of  the  charge— Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence 
without  leave. 

Sentence— “To  refund  to  the  United  States  thirty  dollars,  the 
cost  of  his  delivery  at  Omaha  Barracks;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Saddler  Sergeant  Miles  Itiordan,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks ;  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due: 
to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  Omaha 
Barracks  for  the  period  of  one  year;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  be  drummed  out  of  the  United  States’  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

In  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the 
Court,  and  in  the  belief,  founded  on  the  prisoner’s  past  excellent 
character,  that  he  sincerely  repents  the  very  grave  offense  he  has 
committed,  the  sentence,  with  the  exception  of  the  reduction  to 
the  ranks,  is  remitted. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

(!th.  Private  George  Hess.  Company  K.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 


2 


labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska, 
for  the  period  of  one  year;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to 
be  drummed  out  of  the  United  States'  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Philip  Byan,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  Omaha  Barracks  for  the 
period  of  one  year;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  drummed 
out  of  the  United  States’  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Millard  Boyers.  Company  A,  9tli  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45tli  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  Millard  Boyers.  Company  A. 
9th  Infantry,  being  duly  posted  as  a  sentinel  over  prisoners,  did 
allow  Private  Sicenk,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry,  (a  prisoner),  to 
obtain  liquor  and  become  exceedingly  drunk. 

This  at  Or: aha  Barracks,  Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  27th  day 
of  April,  1S71. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty,  excepting  the 
words  “exceedingly  drunk,”  and  substituting  the 
words  “  under  the  influence  of  the  same.” 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 


G.  C.  M. 


Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Dennis  O'Connell ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Philip  Byan ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Millard  Boyers.  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  James  Brogan ,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Saddler  Sergeant  Miles  Biordan.  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  George  Hess ,  Company  K.  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Francis  Keely ,  Company  G,  21st  Infantry. 

Fort  Bridgkr. 

1.  Private  Frank  Leroy ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Michael  Burk ,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Fort  Fred  Steele. 

1.  Private  Edward  Walsh ,  Company  II,  13tli  Infantry. 

2.  Private  John  Grady ,  Company  D.  13th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  John  Downey ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  James  Smith ,  Company  D.  13th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha ,  Nebraska.  May  loth,  187). 


general  orders, 
No.  32. 


I. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Nebraska,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
No.  72,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  whieli 
Colonel  7.  .V.  Palmer.  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieuten¬ 
ant  John  11.  Coale.  9th  Infantry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Dennis  O'Connell ,  Company  M.  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— ’“To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard 


dishonorable  discharge  is  remitted  because  pronounced  in  a 
previous  sentence.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

The  enforcement  of  the  present  sentence,  will  take  precedence 
of  that  published  in  General  Orders  No.  28.  current  series  from 
these  Headquarters,  and  which  will  go  into  effect  at  the  close  of 
his  confinement  under  this. 

2d.  Private  Michael  Burk,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Chakgk  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  Michael  Burk.  Company 
G.  13th  Infantry,  while  a  prisoner  in  confinement  awaiting 
sentence,  did  break  away  from  the  sentinel  having  him  in  charge 
and  escape  from  confinement.  This  at  Fort  Bridget-.  W.  T.,  on 
or  about  April  8th,  1871. 

Pi.E.v — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  or  may  become  due:  to  be  indelibly  marked  with 
the  letter  D.  two  inches  in  length,  on  the  left  hip;  and  to  be 
imprisoned  in  such  prison  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Department  may  direct,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  at  the 
expiration  of  the  said  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  and 
drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  The  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  six  months, 
under  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may 
be  serving.  The  dishonorable  discharge  is  remitted,  because 
included  in  a  previous  sentence.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will 
be  duly  executed. 

The  sentence  pronounced  upon  this  prisoner  at  his  recent  trial 
under  another  charge,  and  published  in  General  Orders  No.  28, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  will  take  effect  on  the 
expiration  of  his  imprisonment  under  this. 

III. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fred  Steele.  W.T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No.  72, 
current  scries  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Albert  Cl.  Brackett ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st 
Lieutenant  William  M.  Waterbury,  13th  Infantry.  Judge  Advoeate. 
were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Edward  Walsh.  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45tli  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—"  To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard 
labor  for  the  period  of  three  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed.’  and  the  sentence. will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Grady,  Company  D,  13tli  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The  findings  and 
acquittal  are  disapproved.  Private  Grady  will  be  restored  to 
duty. 

3d.  Private  John  Downey,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  one  month ;  and  to  carry  a  log.  weighing  twenty-four 
pounds,  two  hours  per  day,  for  ten  days  of  that  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  James  Smith ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  that  he  did  get  drunk,  thereby  unfitting  him¬ 
self  for  any  duty  whatever,  on  or  about  the  following  dates,  viz: 
February  24th,  1871.  April  3d,  1871.  and  April  13th.  1871. 

This  at  Fort  Fred  Steele,  W.  T.. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 


Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  first  two 
dates. 

Of  the  charge  —Guilty. 

Sentence — u  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay,  per  month,  for  two  months;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  where  his  company  may  be 
serving,  for  the  same  period." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

IV. ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Laramie.  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  59.  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Mattlieie  M. 
Blunt,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Adolphus 
W.  Greely.  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

H.  G.  LITCHFIELD. 

Captain  2d  Artillery.  A.  D.  C. 


Official. 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  Sedgwick. 

1.  Private  Louis  Silva,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Fort  Fred.  Steele. 

1.  Private  George  Lewis ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  James  Stevens ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

f  Private  Edward  Murray,  Company  D,  13lh  Infantry. 
g  J  Private  Michael  Riley,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

'  |  Private  Michael  McNamara,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
(.Private  Andrew  Tuomey,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 
Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  John  Scott,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Daniel  Carr,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Andrew  Wager ,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  James  Henderson,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Hugh  Devlin,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Fort  Bridger. 

1.  Corporal  William  Hauet,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  William  Ryan,  Company  G.  13th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  24th,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  33.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  l,  Special  Orders  No.  52, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Thomas  Ddncan,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieu¬ 
tenant  George  F.  Price,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Louis  Silva,  Company  K.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


Sentence—14  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  tliat  are  or  may 
become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  liip  with  the  let¬ 
ter  u D,”  one  and  one-half  Inches  in  length;  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  confined  at  the 
Dry  Tortugas  for  the  period  of  two  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  in  this  case  was 
forwarded  to  the  War  Department  for  such  action  as  should  be 
deemed  necessary  with  regard  to  the  place  of  confinement  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  sentence;  and  was  returned,  endorsed  as  follows  by 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army : 

“  The  Secretary  of  War  does  not  approve  the  designation  of 
Dry  Tortugas  as  the  place  of  confinement,  but  desires  that  a 
point  within  General  Augur's  command  be  selected  instead.” 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  con¬ 
veyed  in  tlie  foregoing  endorsement  of  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  Army,  the  Department.  Commander  so  far  mitigates  the  sen¬ 
tence  in  this  case  as  to  substitute  for  the  Dry  Tortugas  the  post 
where  the  prisoner’s  company  may  be  serving  as  the  place  of 
confinement. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fred.  Steele.  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No. 
72,  current  scries  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Albert  G.  Brackett ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and 
1st  Lieutenant  William  M.  Waterbury.  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  George  Lewis ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—'4  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving  for  the 
period  of  three  months;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States-.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  James  Stevens,  Company  H,  13tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding  —Guilty. 

Sentence — uTo  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  three  months ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.*’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Privates  Edward  Murray,  Michael  Riley.  Michael  McNamara 
and  Andrew  luomey ,  all  of  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Robbery,  in  violation  of  the  99th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  them. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  acquittals  in  this  case  are 
approved.  The  prisoners  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

III.  .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  72. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  I. 
N.  Palmer ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Coale ,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  John  Scott,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War,  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  2lst  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months ;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  seven  days.” 

In  this  case  the  first  charge  is  irregular  in  form.  Its  lat¬ 
ter  clause  may  be  regarded  as  surplusage. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and 
confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Daniel  Carr,  Company  A,  9tli  Infantry. 
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Charge— Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  fifteen 
days,  carrying  a  log  weighing  twenty-five  pounds  each  day  from 
reveille  to  retreat,  allowing  one-half  hour  for  each  meal.” 

The  pi’oceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved.  The  sentence  is  so  modified  that  the  prisoner  will  not 
be  required  to  carry  the  log  on  Sundays,  and  as  mitigated  will  be 
duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Andrew  Wager,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  that  Private  Andrew  Wager ,  Company  K,  9th 
Infantry,  being  a  member  of  the  post  guard,  and  at  the  time  in 
charge  of  prisoners,  was  found  so  much  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  his  duty  in  a 
soldierly  and  efficient  manner. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1871, 

Charge  2 — Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification— Iu  that  being  a  member  of  the  post  guard,  and 
In  charge  of  prisoners,  he  did  permit  one  of  the  prisoners,  viz:. 
Private  George  Coombs ,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry,  in  his  charge? 
to  go  out  of  his  sight,  by  allowing  him  to  climb  over  a  high 
board  fence. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  loth  day 
of  May,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  ten  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars 
per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  under  the  first  charge  are  dis¬ 
approved;  as  the  specification  alleges  facts  which  should  have 
been  laid  under  the  45th  Article  of  War  only;  the  prisoner’s 
offence  being  shown  in  the  pleadings  to  have  been  drunkenness 
on  duty.  A  soldier  is  not  only  drunk  when  altogether  unable 
to  perform  his  duty.  He  should  he  arraigned  under  the  45th 


5 


Article,  when  unfitted  by  liquor  to  perform  his  duty  in  a  soldierly 
and  efficient  manner,  or  shows,  while  on  duty,  that  his  intellect 
is  off  its  usual  balance  to  an  extent  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  Government  to  which  he  owes  faithful  and  sober  service. 

The  extent  of  his  drunkenness  should  of  course  govern  the 
court  in  determining  the  severity  of  the  sentence. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  under  the  2d  charge 
are  approved.  The  confinement  is  remitted  in  view  of  the 
practical  disappearance  of  the  1st  charge  through  the  action  of 
the  reviewing  authority  made  necessary  by  this  error  in  the 
pleadings. 

The  prisoner  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

4th.  Private  James  Henderson ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Ch  arge— Desertio  n . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— "  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  twelve  months;  to  be  confined 
under  charge  of  the  post  guard  at  hard  labor  for  the  same  period ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  Department  Commander  is  disposed  to  treat  with  lenity  a 
deserter  whose  voluntary  return  justifies  the  belief  that  he  regrets 
his  criminal  violation  of  duty.  The  sentence  in  this  case  is  there¬ 
fore  mitigated  in  the  following  particulars.  The  forfeiture  is 
reduced  f;o  five  dollars  per  month  for  twelve  months;  the  con¬ 
finement  will  be  for  three,  instead  of  twelve  months,  and  the 
dishonorable  discharge  is  remitted. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duty  executed. 

5th.  Private  Hugh  Devlin ,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  Hugh  Devlin ,  Company  K,  9th 
Infantry,  being  duty  detailed  to  drive  the  post  ambulance  did 
drive  in  a  reckless  manner,  and  when  cautioned  by  Lieutenant 
J.  H.  Coale ,  9th  Infantry,  to  drive  more  carefully,  did  make  use 
of  the  following  disrespectful  and  insubordinate  language  to 
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Lieutenant  Coale — “  I  am  driving  this  ambulance,  ami  if  you 
want  to  drive  it  I  will  get  out,” — or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  on  the  road  between  Omaha  and  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb., 
on  or  about  May  13th,  1871. 

Ciiarge  3— Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard 
labor  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  four  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentenc  e  will  be  duly  executed. 

IV.  .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Bridger,  \V.  T.,  pursuant  to  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  47. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Robert  S.  La  Motte ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Charles  H.  Whittelsey ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  ar¬ 
raigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Corporal  William  Hauel ,  Company  G,  I3th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

The  record  in  this  case  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  from  the 
mail.  The  reviewing  authority  having  received  official  tele¬ 
graphic  information  of  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner,  he  will  be 
restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  William  Ryan ,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

The  record  in  this  case  also  is  believed  to  have  been  lost  from 
the  mail.  The  reviewing  authority  having  received  official  in¬ 
formation  of  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner,  he  will  be  restored  to 
duty. 

V. . The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  52,  current 
seiies  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 


Thomas  Duncan ,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
George  F.  Price ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dis¬ 
solved. 

VI.. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Bridger,  W. 
T„  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3.  Special  Orders  No.  47,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Robert  S.  La 
Motte ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Charles  H.  Whit- 
telsey,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Frederick  Hoffman,  Company  K.  !>tl»  Infantry. 
•>.  Private  Benedict  Sweigel,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Sergeant  Veter  Grover,  Company  B.  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  John  Fitzgibbons,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  John  W.  Sterling,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  Hugh  Grant,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

2  Private  Andrew  Madden,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Sergeant  Joseph  Bradley,  Company  K,  oth  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  Patrick  Colopy,  Company  G.  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Bernard  McGrarn,  Company  B.  9th  Infantry. 
(S.  Private  James  E.  Quinn,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Owen  Corcoran,  Company  B.  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  T1IE  PLATTE, 


Omaha.  Nebraska,  May  29 th,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

No.  34. 


I ..  Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks.  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3.  Special  Orders  No.  72. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  /. 
Ar.  Palmer.  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Coale.  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 
1st.  Private  Frederick  Hoffman ,  Company  K  9th  Infantry. 
Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  being  duly  detailed  and  mounted 
as  a  sentinel  in  charge  of  prisoners,  he  did  allow  Private  Millard 
Rogers.  Company  A.  9th  Infantry,  and  Private  Bussell .  Company 
C.  2d  Cavalry,  prisoners  under  his  charge,  to  get  drunk. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.:  on  the  12th  day  of  May.  1871. 
Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification — Guilty,  excepting  the  words 
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■•ilid  allow”  and  "to  get,”  and  substituting  for  the  same  "did 
find”  and  "did  fail  to  bring  them  in  and  report  the  fait  when  so 
found.” 

Of  tlie  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined 
under  charge  of  the  post  guard  for  ten  days.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2.  Private  Benedict  Sweigel ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1  -Neglect,  of  duty. 

Specification — In  this,  that  being  a  member  of  the  post  guard 
and  in  charge  of  prisoners,  he  did  permit  Private  McMahon , 
Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  a  prisoner,  to  become  drunk. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  15th  of  Way 
1871. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  being  a  member  of  the  post  guard 
and  having  received  orders  from  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  not  to 
permit  prisoners  under  his  charge  to  obtain  intoxicating  liquor, 
he  did  notwithstanding  permit  Private  McMahon,  Company  E,  2d 
Cavalry,  a  prisoner  at  the  time  under  his  charge,  to  become 
drunk. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  loth  d.iy  of 
May,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  acquittal  in  this  case  arc 
approved.  Private  Sweigel  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

3d.  Sergeant  Peter  Grocer,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft. 

Charge  3— Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 
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Pi. k a— To  the  1st  charge  ami  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Xot  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge  and  specification — Xot  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
words  ‘‘one  Colt's  revolver.”  “one  carbine.”  •■and  numerous 
other  articles,  in  all  exceeding  it.  value  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.” 

Of  the  2<1  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
words  “one  Colt's  revolver,”  “one  carbine,”  “and  numerous 
other  articles  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  and  fif  y  dollars. - 

Of  the  3d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  forfeiting  to  the 
United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  to  become  due 
(excepting  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress) ;  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  of 
the  Department  may  designate  for  the  period  cf  three  years.” 

There  is  much  testimony  in  this  ease  which  is  irrelevant,  and 
much  which  is  inadinissable.  The  conversation  ot  the  witnesses 
with  third  parties  not  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  should  not 
have  been  elicited  by  the  Judge  Advocate;  and  their  opinions  as 
to  the  fate  of  the  horse  after  their  denial  of  any  knowledge  on  the 
subject,  were  equally  objectionable. 

There  is  enough  in  the  record  however  aside  from  this,  to  war¬ 
rant  a  belief  in  the  prisoner’s  having  sold  bis  horse. 

He  is  shown  to  have  had  it  at  Bryan,  to  have  offered  it  for  sale 
on  the  ground  of  want  of  money  to  desert  with,  to  have  got  rid 
of  it  in  some  unexplained  way.  and  to  have  immediately  deserted. 
The  irresistible  inference  is  that  he  parted  for  money,  with  the 
animal  which  lie  is  shown  to  have  offered  for  sale  the  same 
morning. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and 
confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 
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4lli.  Private  John  Fitzyibbous.  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  41th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plka— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— "To  foi  feit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  ofjiis  monthly  pay  for  two  months.*’ 

Tiie  proceedings,  findings,  a  id  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  he  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  IV.  Sterling.  Company  A,  Oth  Infantry. 

Charge—  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  John  IF.  Sterling ,  Coin* 
pany  A.  9th  Infantry,  was  drunk  and  disorderly  in  his  quarters, 
and  did  refuse  to  go  to  the  guard  house  when  ordered  to  do  so  by 
1st  Sergeant  John  II  .  Young.  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of 
May.  1871. 

PLEA — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— *•  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  FortD. 
A.  Russell,  W.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
85,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  IF.  Crittenden.  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Robert  II.  Montgomery ,  5th  Cavalry,  .lodge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Iluyh  Grant.  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
mouthly  pay  for  one  mouth.’' 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 


approved  and  continued,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Andrew  Madden,  Company  C.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge—  Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Pi.  ha— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  calendar  months." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  in  view  of  ti  e  time  which  the  prisoner  lias  passed 
in  confinement  awaiting  trial,  the  term  of  imprisonment  is 
reduced  to  one  month.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

3d.  Sergeant  Joseph  Bradley ,  Company  lv,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  t he  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Sergeant  Joseph  Bradley.  Company 
K.  rail  Cavalry,  duly  detailed  from  Fort  D.  A.  Russell.  \Y\  T. 
March  28th,  1871,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  James  Starr,  late 
1st  Sergeant  of  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry,  a  deserter  from  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stales,  from  Jefferson  City.  Mo.,  to  Fort  I). 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  did  negligently  permit  the  said  James  Starr  to 
make  his  escape  at  or  near  St.  I.ouis.  Mo.,  on  or  about  April 
12th,  1871.  All  this  at  the  places  and  on  the  dates  above  speci¬ 
fied. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  to  be  confined  at 
the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of 
six  months,  forfeiting  to  t he  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved.  In  view  >4  t lie  recommendation  of  the  members  o 
the  Court,  which  is  b.uscd  on  the  long  service  and  excellent  char¬ 
acter  of  the  prisoner,  the  sentence  is  remitted,  with  the  exception 
of  the  clause  ordering  his  reduction  to  the  ranks.  The  prisoner 
will  be  restored  to  duty  as  a  private  soldier. 

4th.  Private  Patrick  Colopy ,  Company  G,  9th  Infantry. 
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Ciiarok— Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the45rh  Article 
of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  U®  eon  Hired  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  rhe  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving  for  a  period 
of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc 
approved,  but,  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “three  months'’ 
instead  of  “six  months,”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Bernard  Sic  Gram ,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th 
Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  eonlined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving  for  a  period 
of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved . 

Of  the  two  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  one  testifies  that  the 
prisoner  was  not  unable  to  perform  his  duty  properly  as  a 
soldier,  the  other,  not  very  positively,  that  he  thought  he  was 
unable.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  under  the  influence 
ofliquor,  but  he  could  scarcely  have  been  much  so.  The  sen¬ 
tence  is  modified  to  read  “two  in  uitlis”  instead  of  "six  months.” 
and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

Gill.  Private  James  K.  Quinn ,  Company  E.  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Quitting  guard,  in  violation  of  the  50th  Article  of 
War. 

PLEA— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  five  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

In  view  of  the  excellent  character  given  the  prisoner  by  his 
company  commander,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  read  as 
follows: 


To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  i:i  charge  of  the  guard  for  three 
months,  and  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  per  month 
of  his  pay  for  the  same  period.  As  modified  the  sentence  will  he 
duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Owm  Corcoran,  Company  15,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  iJStli  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  that  may  become  elue  him.  except  the  just  dues  of 
the  laundress;  to  l'e  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D  one  and  one-half  inches  long;  and  then  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

Tu  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  under  the  first  charge 
are  approved.  The  findings  under  the  second  charge  are  disap¬ 
proved  on  the  ground  of  of  insufficiency  of  proof. 

In  view  of  the  prisoner's  voluntary  surrender  the  sentence  is 
modified  to  read  as  follows: 

To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  to  become  due, 
except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  except  the  sum  of 
fifteen  dollars,  and  to  be  dis’i  murably  discharged  the  service. 

The  shaving  of  the  head  and  the  marking  are  remitted.  As 
mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Bt  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official. 

\ 


Aiilc-Jc-Cump. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha .  Nebraska,  June  0.  1871. 


UKNKllAI.  ORDERS, 

No.  35. 


The  following  circular  from  the  Paymaster  General’s  Ofliceis  pub¬ 
lished  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : — 


CIRCULAR  ) 

No.  78.  j 


PAYMASTER  GENERAL’S  OFFICE. 

Washington,  May  10,  1871. 


The  attention  of  officers  of  the  Pay  Department  is  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  provisions  of  section  first,  of  the  Act  of  June  20,  1804, 
(continued  by  successive  enactments  of  Congress)  expire,  by  limi¬ 
tation  of  law,  with  the  present  fiscal  year,  June  30,  1871. 

After  that  date  the  following  are  the  monthly  rates  of  pay  legally 
allowable  to  enlisted  men  of  the  Army,  viz: 
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Grade.  Service.  Pay. 


Sergeant  Major . Engineers .  $30  00 

Sergeant  Major . Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry  21  00 

Quartermaster  Sergeant  Engineers .  30  00 

Quartermaster  Sergeant  Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry  21  00 

Chief  Musician . Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry  00  00 

Chief  Trumpeter . Cavalry . .  21  00 

Principal  Musician . Artillery  and  Infantry . . .  21  00 

Saddler  Sergeant .  Cavalry .  21  00 


Veterinary  Surgeon . Cavalry 


00 

00 


First  Sergeant . 

.  Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry 

20  00 

Co.  Qr.  Mr.  Sergeant.., 

,  Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry 

17  00 

Sergeant . 

Engineers  and  Ordnance . 

34  00 

Sergeant . 

Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry 

17  00 

Corporal . 

,  Engineers  and  Ordnance . 

20  00 

Corporal . . 

,  Cavalry,  and  Light  Artillery . ! 

14  00 

Corporal . 

.  Artillery  and  Infantry . 

13  00 

Saddler . 

.  Cavalry . . . 

14  00 

Artificer . 

,  Artillery  and  Infantry . 

15  00 

Blacksmith  and  Farriei 

•  Cavalrv . 

15  00 

Wagoner . 

Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry 

14  00 

Trumpeter . 

Cavalrv . 

13  00 

Musician . 

Engineers,  Artillery  and  Infantry 

12  00 

Private,  (first  class) . 

,  Engineers  and  Ordnance . 

17  00 

Private,  (second  class)  Engineers  and  Ordnance.  . 

13  00 

*  Only  one  veterinary  surgeon  at  seventy-five  dollars  per  month 
is  allowed  to  each  of  the  six  old  cavalry  regiments,  but  two  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  each  of  the  four  new  cavalry  regiments,  one  at  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  and  one  at  seventy-five  dollars  per  month. 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  Fred  S' 
f  Private  Michael  McNamara ,  'j 
J  Private  Michael  Riley ,  1 

]  Private  Andrew  Tnomey , 

^  Private  Edward  Murray , 

2.  Private  James  Harvey.  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Thomas  Mitchell ,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 


D,  13th  Infantry. 


J 


Camp  Stambaugh. 

1.  Private  John  Griffith.  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Rujssell. 

1.  Private  Theodore  A.  Krollman ,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Sergean’-Major  James  R.  Redfield,  5th  Cavalry. 

3.  Sergeant  Paul  E.  Layet ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Henry  0.  Driscoll ,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Francis  0.  Deaucaire ,  Company  G,  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  John  Murphy,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Christian  Ahrens ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska ,  June  10 th,  1871. 


general  orders.  ) 

No.  3G.  5 

I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fred.  Steele,  Wyoming  Territory,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4, 
Special  Orders  No  72,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters, 
and  of  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry, 
is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  William  M.  Waterbury,  13th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : — 

1st.  Privates  Michael  McNamara ,  Michael  Riley,  Andrew 
Tuoniey,  and  Edward  Murray,  all  of  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  they  did  fight  with  each  other,  and 
did  use  to  one  another  the  most  abusive  and  vile  language,  after 
they  had  been  ordered,  by  their  commanding  officer  several 


times  to  desist,  thereby  showing  contempt  for  his  command*, 
and  disrespect  for  himself.  This  at  Carbon,  Wyoming  Territory, 
on  or  about  the  30tli  day  of  April,  1S71. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— ,lTo  he  confined  at  hard  labor,  under  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  each  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States  ten  dollars  per  mouth  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the 
same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentences  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  in  each  case  will  be 
duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  James  Harvey,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  9th  Arti¬ 
cle  of  War. 

Specification — Iu  this,  that  Private  James  Harvey ,  Company  A, 
2d  Cavalry,  did  enter  the  Post  Trader’s  store  in  an  intoxicated 
condition,  and  did  create  a  disturbance;  and  when  lawfully 
ordered  out  by  1st  Lieutenant  William  M.  Waterbury ,  13th 
Infantry,  his  superior  officer,  did  refuse  to  obey,  saying,  “I  will 
not  go,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Fred  Steel,  W.  T.,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — "‘To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for 
the  space  of  fifteen  days,  and  forfeit  to  the  United  States  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  on  account  of  the  conflicting  evidence 
before  it.” 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  was 
conflicting,  is  not  concurred  in.  The  testimony  for  the  defence 
was  purely  negative  in  character,  the  witnesses  stating  that  they 
did  not  see  certain  acts  of  disobedience  which  are  sworn  to  posi¬ 
tively  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  by  an  officer  of  high  char¬ 
acter  who  was  present  and  quelled  them.  This  state  of  proof 
would  have  warranted  a  much  severer  sentence. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Thomas  Mitchell ,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 
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Charge— Insubordinate  conduct,  to  the  prejudice  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  private  Thomas  Mitchell ,  Company 
A,  2d  Cavalry,  did  enter  the  Post  Trader's  store  in  an  intoxicated 
state,  and  use  the  following  insubordinate  and  insolent  language 
to  Tost  Chaplain  Z.  Hagan,  then  and  there  present:  “G— d  d— n 
you;  I  never  saw  such  a  man,”  or  words  to  that  effect;  and 
when  ordered  out  of  said  store  by  1st  I.ieutenaut  W.  M.  Water - 
bury.  13th  Infantry,  his  superior  officer,  did  obey  with  insubordi¬ 
nate  delay  and  reluetance,  and  as  Lieutenant  Waterbary  did 
pass  him  to  get  a  guard,  did  kick  at  him. 

This  at  Fort  Fred  Stetle,  W.  T.,  on  the  2Jd  day  of  May,  1871. 

Pj.ea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— '  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor,  undercharge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  thirty  days,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one  month. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  on  acconnt  of  the  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances.” 

In  this  case,  the  introduction  by  the  prisoner  of  testimony 
upon  the  facts,  after  a  plea  of  guilty,  was  altogether  irregular, 
and  should  not  have  been  permitted  by  the  Court,  llis  proper 
course  was  either  to  have  plead  not  guilty ,  or  to  have  stated 
whatever  extenuating  circumstances  there  may  have  been  in  his 
case,  in  his  address  to  the  Court  in  defence,  and  requested  the 
Court  to  verify  them.  The  evidence  to  general  character  offered 
by  him,  was  legitimate,  notwithstanding  his  plea.  The  sentence 
is  thought  to  be  by  no  means  too  severe,  but  the  contrary ;  but 
in  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Court, 
the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  twenty-five  days. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II ...Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
{■  tambaugh.  W.  1’.,  pursuant  to  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
78.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
James  S.  Brisbin.  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  I.ieu'enant 
Henry  C.  Pratt.  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Frivate  John  Griffith ,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Chai.ge  1 — Desertion. 
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Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  Charge  and  Specification  -Not  Guilty; 
but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave,  and  attach  no  criminality 
thereto. 

Of  the  2nd  Charge  and  Specification — Xot  Guilty.  And  the 
Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case,  are 
approved.  Private  Griffith  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

III... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  pursuant  to  paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
Xo.  85,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Major  Eugene  W.  Crittenden,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and 
Captain  Eobert  11  Montgomery ,  oth  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Theodore  A.  Krollman,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Charge  2— Assault  with  a  deadly  weapon,  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty.  • 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  six  mouths,  and  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  period 
of  six  months. ’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence,  ii:  this  case,  are 
approved. 

Partly  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  past  good  character,  and  in 
part  because  of  the  probability  that  he  Was  not  without 
provocation  for  much  of  Ills  violence  on  the  evening  in  ques¬ 
tion,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  three  months  confinement  and 
forfeiture. 

Simply  by  abstinence  from  liquor,  to  which  alone  he  seems  to 
owe  his  present  disgrace  and  degradation,  it  is  still  within  the 
power  of  Private  Krollman  to  regain  the  good  character  which 
he  has  lately  so  foolishly  thrown  away. 

2d.  Sergeant-Major  James  B.  Eedjield.  5th  Cavalry. 


Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline,  in  violation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  approved 
March  2,  1803. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  James  R.  Redfield ,  Sergeant- 
Major  5th  Cavalry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  did  wrongfully  and  knowingly  sell  and  dispose 
of,  and  did  connive  at,  aid,  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  following  named  subsistence  stores :  Four  hundred 
and  fort}-  pounds  of  bacon,  two  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds 
of  brown  sugar,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  furnished  and 
to  be  used  for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States;  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  which  wrongful  s  de.  amounting  to  eighty -two  dollars 
and  thirty  cents,  more  or  less,  he  did  fraudulently  misaproprriate 
and  convert  to  his  own  nse. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell  and  Cheyenne,  \V.  T.,  about  the  1st 
day  of  April,  1S71. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Sergeant-Major  James  R.  Red  field, 
5tli  Cavalry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  did,  wrongfully  and  knowingly,  sell  and  dispose  of.  and 
did  connive  at,  aid,  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  disposal  ot 
of  the  following  named  subsistence  stores:  One  hundred  and 
sixty-three  pounds  of  coffee,  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of 
brown  sugar,  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  of  bacon,  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  furnished  and  used  for  the  mili- 
taiy  service  of  the  United  States,,  the  proceeds  of  which  sale, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty-three 
cents,  more  or  less,  he  did  misappropriate  and  fraudulently  con¬ 
vert  to  his  own  use. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russe’l  and  Cheyenne,  IV.  T..  on  or  about 
the  15th  day  of  April,  1871. 

Charge  2--Theft,  in  violation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  approved 
March  2,  1863. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Sergeant-Major  James  R.  Redfiehl , 
oth  Cavalry,  a  duly  eidisted  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  did  feloniously  take,  steal,  and  carry  away,  and  did  con¬ 
nive  at,  aid,  and  abet  in  the  felonious  taking  and  carrying  away 
of  the  following  subsistence  stores,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  April, 
1871:  Four  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  bacon;  two  hundred 
and  forty-four  pounds  of  brown  sugar.  And,  on  or  about  the 
15th  day  of  April,  1S71,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds  of 
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coffee,  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  brown  sugar,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-four  pounds  of  bacon,  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  furnished  for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Eussell  and  Cheyenne,  W.  T.,  on  or  about 
the  dates  above  specified. 

Flea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to 
be  dishonorably  discharged  the  United  States’  service;  and  then 
to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General 
may  direct  for  the  period  of  live  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  continued,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted 
under  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  Warden  of  the  Pen¬ 
itentiary,  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

3d  Sergeant  Paul  E.  Layet ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantiy. 

Charge  1— Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Breaking  arrest. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  then  confined  a 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings',  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

In  view  of  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Court, 
and  the  past  good  character  of  the  prisoner,  the  sentence  is  re¬ 
mitted,  with  the  exception  of  the  reduction  to  the  ranks. 

It  is  hoped  that  Piivate  Layet  will  show,  by  his  future  good 
conduct  and  steadiness,  that  his  repentance  for  what  has  occurred 
is  both  sincere  and  lasting. 

4th.  Private  Henry  O.  Driscoll.  Comi  any  E,  oth  Cavaliy. 

Charge— Mayhem,  in  violation  of  the  99th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  Specification— Guilty,  except  the  words,  “on 
purpose,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  feloniously  did  bite  off,” 
substituting  therefor  the  words,  “did  bite  off  a  portion  of  said 
ear.” 
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Of  the  charge  of  Mayhem — Xot.  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  conduct 
to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mi' it  ary  discipline. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month,  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  thirty  days.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5tli.  Private  Francis  O.  Beaucaire,  Company  G,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— ‘‘To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  due,  or 
that  may  become  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to 
he  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  one- 
half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  then  to  be  dishon¬ 
orably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  bugled 
out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Cth.  Private  John  Murphy,  Company  B,  9tli  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  he,  Private  John  Murphy,  Company  B . 
9th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  the  guard-house  by  Sergeant 
Michael  McGee,  of  same  company  ai  d  regiment,  did  try  to 
escape,  and  draw  a  razor  and  swear  he  would  “cut  the  guts  out 
of  any  d — d  son  of  a  b — h  that  should  try  to  arrest  him.” 

This  at  or  near  the  barrack  room  of  Company  B,  9th  Infantry, 
at  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell,  W.  T..  and  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of 
May,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  he,  Private  John  Murphy,  Company  B. 
9th  Infantry,  did,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard-house  by  Corpot 
ral  Nelson  Hough .  same  com;  any  and  regiment,  call  Sergear.- 
McGee  a  “d— d,  drunken  son  of  a  b — h.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  and  on  or  about  the  28th  day 
of  May,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  four  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  ot  the  guard,  for  sixty  days.” 
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Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  Harry  Bloodgood ,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  oth  Cavalry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal,  and  carry  away 
from  the  arm  chest  in  the  store-room  of  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry, 
four  revolvers,  more  or  less,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  which  Captain  8.  C.  Kellogg ,  5th  Cavalry,  was  responsi¬ 
ble.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  and  between 
the  twelfth  and  twenty-fifth  days  of  May,  1871. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Harry  Bloodgood ,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  5th  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  and  without  authority  offer 
for  sale  to  Jonathan  White ,  citizen,  two  revolvers,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  S.  C.  Kellogg ,  5th 
Cavalry,  was  responsible.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  the  15th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 
him. 

In  this  case  the  findings  and  acquittal  are  approved.  The 
proceedings  are  approved,  with  the  exception  that  the  record 
fails  in  one  or  two  instances  to  show  affirmatively,  that  the 
prisoner  was  offered  and  waived  the  right  to  cross-examine. 
Should  the  prisoner  decline  this  right,  the  record  should  invaria¬ 
bly  so  state.  Private  Bloodgood ,  will  be  released  from  confine¬ 
ment. 

4th.  Private  William  Heoner ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge —Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Heoner,  Company 
G,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  ordered  by  1st  Sergeant  Richard  W. 
Goodman ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry,  through  Corporal  Michael 
Maloney ,  of  same  company  and  regiment,  to  report  at  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  for  fatigue,  did  refuse  to  obey,  and  did  say 
to  Corporal  Maloney.  “You  tell  Sergeant  Goodman  that  I  will 
not  go  on  fatigue  duty ;  I  will  go  in  the  guard  house  first,”  or 
words  to  that  effect.  All  this  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  the  27th  day  of  June,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


was  offered  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine.  A  prisoner 
should  invariably  be  asked  if  he  desires  to  exercise  this  right,  and 
should  he  answer  in  the  negative  the  record  should  distinctly 
state  the  fact.  In  cases  of  conviction,  the  neglect  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  to  record  a  prisoner’s  waiver  of  this  privilege  may 
result  in  the  disapproval  of  the  entire  proceedings.  The  rule  is 
imperative,  and  is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  prisoner  had  daily  access  to  the 
tool  chest- wherein  the  stolen  money  was  concealed;  that  he 
joined  the  garrison  with  little  or  no  money  in  his  possession  ; 
then  shortly  after  the  alleged  theft  he  was  seen  with  a  large  sum, 
which  he  squandered  recklessly  in  liquor;  that  he  gave  two  con¬ 
tradictory  accounts  of  the  source  from  which  the  sudden  supply 
came;  and  that  lie  promised  to  replace  the  stolen  money  if  the 
complainant  would  effect  his  release  from  confinement.  These 
are  facts,  the  suspicious  character  of  which  nothing  offered  in 
defence  has  any  tendency  to  clear  up.  It  is  therefore  not  without 
great  hesitation  that  the  reviewing  authority  confirms  the  find¬ 
ings  aud  acquittal.  The  prisoner  will  be  released  from  confine¬ 
ment. 

2d.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson ,  Company  I  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson. 
Company  I,  5tli  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  offer  for  sale  to  Jonathan 
White ,  citizen,  three  revolvers,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  which  Captain  S.  C.  Kellogg ,  oth  Cavalry,  was  responsi¬ 
ble.  This  at  Fort  McPhirson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  2d  day  of 
of  April,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 

him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are 
approved.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  foundation  for  the 
charge  under  which  the  prisoner  was  tried,  and  his  arrest  must 
have  been  ordered  without  a  sufficient  examination  into  the  facts. 

3d.  Private  Harry  Bloodgood.  Company  I,  5  li  Cavalry. 

CnARGE  1— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mil¬ 
itary  discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Charles  F.  Miller ,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  2d  Cavalry,  did  commit  a  nuisance  by  urinating  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  company  quarters. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1871. 

Charge  2— Disobedience  of  orders. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  foifeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
under  charge  ot  the  guard,  for  the  same  period/’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Lichard  Burke.  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Sleeping  on  post. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  three  months, 
and  to  forfeit  twelve  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for 
the  same  pei  iod.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Thomas  Waldren.  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  (Jth  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charges — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Charge  4 — Absence  without  leave 

Charge  5— Habitual  Drunkenness. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  now  due, 
or  that  may  become  due,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  of  the  United  States.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  William.  Wicks.  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  tlie  prejudice  of  good  order  aud  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  live  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  a  period  of  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved,  and 
the  sentence,  although  much  too  lenient,  will  be  duly  executed. 

6tli.  Private  Joseph  Flannery ,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  tills,  that  Private  Joseph  Flannery ,  Company 
H.  9th  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  properly  perforin  the  duties  of  a  sol¬ 
dier. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  the  I8th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Joseph  Flannery ,  Company 
II,  9th  Infantry,  having  promised  his  company  commander,  Cap¬ 
tain  A.  S.  Burt ,  9th  Infantry,  commanding  Company  H,  for  the 
purpose  of  escaping  punishment  at  the  time,  to  abstain  from 
drinking  all  intoxicating  liquor  for  the  period  of  three  months, 
viz.,  from  the  13th  day  of  May,  1871,  to  the  13th  day  of  August. 
1871,  did  violate  said  promise  by  drin  ing  some  intoxicating 
liquor. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  the  18th  of  May.  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  Specification  -Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  Specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  Charge — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  acquits  the  prisoner. 

In  this  case  the  acquittal  under  the  first  specification  is 
approved,  there  being  no  sufficient  evidence  that  the  prisoner 
was  drunk  at  the  time  alleged. 

The  finding  under  the  second  specification  is  disapproved,  the 
devience  offered  to  sustain  it  being  inadequate.  Neither  of  the 
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witnesses  who  testify  to  the  alleged  promise,  is  able  to  swear 
positively  to  its  terms,  or  that  its  terms  were  not  tlmse  insisted 
upon  by  the  prisoner  in  defence,  it  is  left,  too.  wholly  to  in¬ 
ference,  whether  either  of  these  witnesses  was  present  when  the 
alleged  promise  was  made. 

This  testimony  is  clearly  insufficient  to  support  the  allegations 
in  the  specification;  and  it  is  an  occasion  of  surprise  that,  with 
Captain  Burt ,  to  whom  the  promise  was  given,  present  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Court,  he  was  not  placed  in  the  witness  stand  to  state 
the  exact  language  of  the  pledge  in  question. 

The  finding  of  guilty  under  this  specification,  whether  justified 
in  evidence  or  not,  would  however  seem  to  have  imperatively 
called  for  a  similar  finding  under  the  charge;  yet  the  Court 
acquits  the  prisoner.  Still,  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner  being 
thought  to  be,  under  the  circumstances,  just,  it  is  approved. 

Private  Flannery  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

7.  Private  Charles  Cavanaugh,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Absence  without  leave,  in  violation  of  the  21st 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mi'i- 
tary  discipline. 

.  Specification— In  this,  that  private  Charles  Cavanaugh,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  9th  Infantry,  having  promised  his  Company  Com¬ 
mander,  Captain  A.  S.  Burt  9th  Infantry,  commanding  Com¬ 
pany  H,  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  punishment  at  the  time,  to 
abstain  from  drinking  all  intoxicating  liquois  for  the  period  ot 
three  months,  viz:  from  the  13th  day  of  May.  1871.  to  the  ISth  of 
August,  1871,  did  violate  said  promise  by  drinking  some  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  VV.  T.,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  May, 
1871. 

Plea— To  the  Specification  1st  Charge— Guilty. 

To  the  first  Charge— Guilty. 

To  the  Specification  2d  Charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  Charge— Not  Guilty. 
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Finding— Of  the  Specification  1st  Charge— Guilty. 

Of  t lie  1st  Charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  Specification  2d  Charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  Charge — Not  Guilty. 

Sentknck — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  tm  dollars  per 
month  of  Ins  monthly  pay,  for  a  period  of  one  month.*’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  David  Sheridan,  Company  II.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  this ,  that  Private  David  Sheridan,  Company 
11.9th  Infantry,  having  obtained  the  endorsement  of  his  com¬ 
pany  commander  to  checks  or  orders  upon  E.  D.  Lane,  Post 
Trader  at  Fort  Sanders,  to  the  amount  of  thirty-eight  dollars: 
which  checks  were  necessary  to  his  obtaining  goods  on  credit 
front  the  said  Trader,  and  which  were  in  the  following  form : 

Fort  Sanders,  VV,  T., - ,  1871. 

I  hereby  authorize  (lie  commanding  officer  of  my  Company,  II. 
9th  Infantry,  to  collect  front  my  first  payment,  and  pay  to  E.  D. 
Lane.  Post  Trader,  the  sunt  of - for  value  received. 

Approved:  (Signed.)  David  Sheridan. 

(Signed.)  A.  S.  Burt, 

Capt.  9th  Inf.,  Contd'g  II  Comp'y. 

And  which  were  approved  and  endorsed  by  his  company  com¬ 
mander,  on  the  understanding  and  implied  agreement  that  said 
Sheridan  would  faithfully  pay  to  said  Post  Trader,  the  amount 
mentioned  therein,  on  the  next  pay-day  following  the  date  of 
said  checks  respectively ;  and  having  obtained  goods  from  said 
Trader,  valued  at  the  aforesaid  amount,  did  fail  and  refuse  to 
pay  the  said  amount,  paying  but  twenty-five  dollars  thereof,  he 
having  received  sufficient  pay  at  the  payment  of  his  company,  to 
discharge  said  debt  in  full;  thereby  wilfully  violating  the  said 
uderstanding  and  agreement  made  with  his  company  commander. 


and  committing  a  breacli  of  faith  prejudicial  to  discipline  and 
disrespectful  to  his  commanding  officer. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders,  IV.  T.,  the  17th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  Gth  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  Charge  and  Specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2nd  Charge  and  Specification — Not  Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
he  guard,  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for 
the  period  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

It  is  believed  from  the  evidence  in  this  case,  that  the  prisoner 
had  no  wish  to  defraud  the  Trader,  nor  any  purpose  knowingly 
to  break  faith  with  his  commanding  officer.  The  difficulty  into 
which  he  has  fallen,  seems  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  misunder- 
understandlng  of  his  duties,  rather  than  of  any  deliberate  pur¬ 
pose  to  play  the  rogue.  In  deference,  therefore,  to  the  strong 
recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  Court,  the  Department 
Commander  remits  the  sentence. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9tli.  Private  John  Ford,  Company  I,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  John  Ford ,  Company  I,  2d 
Cavalry,  having  obtained  from  his  company  commander  his 
endorsement  to,  and  approval  of  checks  to  the  aggregate  amount 
of  thirty  seven  dollars,  on  Mr.  A'.  D.  Lane ,  Post  Trader,  at  Fort 
Sanders,  W.  T.,  and  which  were  in  the  following  form: 

Fort  Sanders,  W.  T., - ,  1871. 

I  hereby  authorize  the  commanding  officer  of  my  company, 

I,  2d  Cavalry,  to  collect  from  my  first  payment,  and  pay  to 

E.  D.  Lane ,  Post  Trader,  the  sum  of -  dollars,  tor  value 

received. 

Approved:  (Signed,)  John  Ford, 

(Signed,)  IIenry  E.  Noyes, 

Capt.  Company  I,  2d  Cavalry. 
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And  his  company  commander  having  so  endorsed  said  checks 
on  the  understanding  and  implied  agreement  that  the,  said  Ford , 
would  faithfully  pay  to  said  Trader  the  amount  mentioned 
therein,  on  the  next  pay-day  followiug  the  date  of  said  checks 
respectively ;  he  did,  after  obtaining  goods  from  said  Post  Trader, 
valued  at  said  amount  of  thirty-seven  dollars,  wrongfully  refuse 
and  fail,  on  the  next  following  and  all  subsequent  pay-days,  and 
still  refuses,  to  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  still  due,  part  and 
parcel  of  the  aforesaid  aggregate  sum  of  thirty-seven  dollars, 
thereby  wilfully  violating  the  said  understanding  and  agreement 
made  with  his  company  commander,  and  committing  a  breach  of 
faith  prejudicial  to  military  discipline,  and  disrespectful  to  his 
commanding  officer. 

This  at  Fort  Saunders,  \V.  T.,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  May, 
1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  Specification — Guilty,  except  the  words, 
“and  all  subsequent  pay-days,  and  still  refuses,” 
and  of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  Charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor,  in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

The  prisoner  is  thought,  from  the  evidence  in  this  case,  io  have 
had  a  preconceived  intent  to  defraud  the  trader.  It  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  a  soldier,  as  of  every  other  man,  to  avoid  incurring  debts 
which  lie  has  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  he  will  be  unable  to 
pay  when  due. 

The  prisoner  had  no  right  to  expend  with  the  trader  so  much 
more  than  he  could  afford,  at  a  time  when  so  considerably  in 
debt  to  the  tailor  and  other  parties;  and  by  doing  this,  he  has 
been  led  into  the  commission  of  an  offense  towards  his  command- 
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iii"  officer,  for  which  lie  must  undergo  the  appropriate  punish¬ 
ment. 

The  sentence  will  be  enforced. 

10th.  Private  Thomas  O' Brine ,  Company  II,  9th  Infantry. 

Ch Alton—  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1  — In  this,  that  Private  7'homas  C Brine ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  9th  Infantry,  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  his  military  duties 
properly. 

This  at  Fort  Sanders.  W.  T„  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1S71. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Piivate  Thomas  O' Brine,  Com¬ 
pany'  H.  9th  Infantry,  having  promised  his  company  commander. 
Captain  A.  S.  Burt,  9th  Infantry,  for  the  purpose  of  escaping 
punishment  at  the  time,  to  abstain  from  drinking  all  intoxicating 
liquors  for  the  period  of  three  months,  viz:  from  the  13th  day  of 
May,  1871.  to  the  13th  day  of  August,  1871,  did  violate  said  prom¬ 
ise  by  drinking  some  intoxicating  liquor. 

This  at  Fort  Saunders,  W.  T..  on  the  £0th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Pi.ka — To  t lie  1st  Specification — Guilty. 

to  the  2d  Specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  Charge— Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  Specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  Specification — Nolle  prosequi,  entered  by 
the  Judge  Advocate,  with  the  consent  of  the  Court. 

Of  the  Charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— ‘  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month.*’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  except  the  entry  by'  the  Judge  Advocate  near  the  close 
of  the  trial,  of  a  nolle  prosequi  under  the  second  specification; 
there  being  no  evidence  that  this  was  done  with  the  consent  of 
the  prisoner,  who  was  entitled  to  a  verdict  unless  he  waived  it. 

The  sentence  will  be  duly'  executed. 

11th.  Private  John  M.  Kepple,  Company  H.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 
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Finding— Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findiugs.  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are 
approved. 

It  is  surprising  that  an  enlisted  man  should  have  been  placed 
md  retained  in  confinement  on  an  accusation  so  ill-substantiated 
as  this.  To  judge  from  the  barrenness  of  the  testimony,  the 
afficer  who  ordered  the  arrest  would  seem  to  have  thought  it  no 
part  of  his  duty  to  inquire  whether  there  were  any  substantial 
grounds  for  such  action. 

Private  Kepple  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

12th.  Private  James  Jackson,  Company  H.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  under  charge  of 
the  post  guard  for  ten  days  at  hard  labor.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  James  Simpson ,  Company  I,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Habitual  Drunkenness, 

Charge  2— General  Worthlessness. 

Charge  3 — Absence  without  leave. 

Plea— To  the  Specification  1st  Charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  Charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  Specification  2d  Charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  Charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  Specification  3d  Charge — Guilty,  except  to  the 
date,  “31st  of  May.” 

To  the  3d  Charge — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  now  due 
him,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case,  are 
approved  and  confirmed  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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II. . -The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No.  72,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Albert  G.  Brackett ,  2d  Caval.ty  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
William  M.  Waterbary,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby 
dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General. Augur: 


Official. 


geo.  d.  ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


a.  c.  m. 


Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Piivate  John  Bantle ,  Band  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Pi  ivate  Edward  Decker,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Charles  8.  Hunt,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  William  Bonner ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Arthur  Sproul,  Company  I),  13th  Infantry. 

6.  Private  John  Conners ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Winfield  N.  Wade ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  Hugh  Fitzpatrick ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

9.  Private  Daniel  Green ,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

10.  Farrier  l'eter  McGuire,  Companj’  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

11.  Private  James  Adams ,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  George  Stoll,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

13.  Piivate  Joseph  Carr,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  Martin  Barrett,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

15.  Private  Daniel  McElroe ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARIERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  June  14 th,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  38.  5 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Maitial  which  convened  at  Fort  D. 
A.  Russell,  \V.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
85,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  W.  Crittenden,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Bobert  H.  Montgomery,  5tli  Cavaliy,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : — 

1st.  Piivate  John  Bantle,  Band  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  Private  John  Bantle,  Band  9th 
Infantry,  did  provoke  a  row  in  the  Band  quarters  by  exclaiming 
in  a  loud  voice  “  where  is  the  son  of  a  b — h  Dessau,”  and  did 
chase  the  said  Dessan,  Private  of  the  Band  9th  Infantry,  and  did 
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strike  him  with  a  bar  of  iron  on  the  head  inflicting  a 
wound;  this  without  just  cause  or  provocation. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell,  W.  T.,  on  the  26th  day  of  Ma 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  John  Bantle ,  B; 
Infantry,  did  create  a  disturbance  in  the  Band  quarters 
claiming  in  a  loud  voice  “I’ll  shoot  the  sou  of  a  b — li,  I' 
Myers and  did  flourish  a  pistol  in  his  hand  while  as  al 
threatening  the  life  of  Private  Jacob  Myers ,  Band  9th  Infai 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Bussell,  W.  T.,  on  the  26th  of  May,  : 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit,  to  the  United  States  all  pay  ant 
ances  due  or  that  may  become  due  him;  to  be  disho 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  then  eon 
such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  may  direct 
period  of  one  year.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approve! 
sentence  is  unduly  severe.  Though  guilty  of  violent  act 
under  the  influence  of  liquor,  the  prisoner  seems  to  have  i 
no  lasting  injuries,  and  the  whole  affair  appears  to  have  l 
result  of  a  temporary  frenzy  brought  upon  a  generally  tei 
man  by  an  unwonted  indulgence  in  poisonous  whiskj 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  ample  testimony  to  pr 
generally  quiet  demeanor  and  excellent  character  as  a 
In  view  of  this  evidence,  and  concurring  in  the  recomme 
of  the  members  of  the  Court,  the  Department  Com 
mitigates  the  sentence  to  two  months  confinement  in  the 
house,  and  the  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  of  his  pay  for  two  l 

As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Edward  Decker ,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  lea 

Sentence— li  To  forfeit  six  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay 
mouth,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  tin 
for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  ai.d  sentence  in  this  cs 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  ex 
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The  allegation  in  the  specification  that  the  prisoner  is  a  duly 
enlisted  soldier  is  not  mere  surplusage,  and  should  invariably 
be  sustained  by  some  proof;  it  being  sufficient  to  show  that  he 
has  drawn  pay  or  clothing,  and  the  First  Sergeant  being  always 
competent  to  prove  this.  In  this  case  no  evidence  is  offered  by 
the  prosecution  to  this  point.  As  the  prisoner  virtually  admits 
in  his  defence  that  he  is  a  soldier,  the  omission  referred  to  will 
not  be  held  to  vitiate  the  proceedings,  as  otherwise  it  clearly 
would  do. 

3d.  Private  Charles  S.  Hunt ,  Company  I,  Oth  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  same  period.’’ 

The  pioceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  William  Bonner ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — ‘*To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long ;  to  have  his  head  shaved ; 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  then  to  be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison  .” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Arthur  Sproul,  Company  D,  13tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  a'lowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head  shaved  : 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States: 
and  to  be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Gth.  Private  John  Conners ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him  ;  to  he  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head  shaved  ; 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  then  to  be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved.  So  much  of  the  sentence  as  requires  that  the  prisoner 
be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7tll.  Private  Winfield  N.  Wade.  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Absence  without  leave,  in  violation  of  the  21st 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he.  Private  Winfield  N.  Wade ,  Com¬ 
pany  D,  5th  Cavalry,  did  become  drunk,  and  lie  about  the  streets 
of  Cheyenne  City,  W.  T.,  in  a  beastly  condition,  thereby  disgrac¬ 
ing  himself  and  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

This  at  or  near  the  City  of  Cheyenne,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the 
25tli  day  of  May,  1871. 

Charge  3— General  worthlessness,  to  the  prejudice  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— G  u  i  ity . 

Sentence — “  To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  be  drummed  out  of 
the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  Hugh  Fitzpatrick ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 


Cn  tuGE — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War^ 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  Daniel  Green ,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long ;  to  have  his  head  shaved ; 
to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  then  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Farrier  Peter  McGuire,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  two  and  one-half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head 
shaved;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  and  then  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  James  Adams,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that 
may  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head  shaved ; 
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to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States: 
and  then  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  shaving  of  the  head  is  remitted.  As  modified, 
the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  George  /Sto/t,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  Joseph  Carr ,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  goed  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Joseph  Carr ,  Companv 
B,  9th  Infantry,  did,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  March,  1871, 
unlawfully  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  lrom  the  pocket  of 
Sergeant  John  King ,  of  same  company  and  regiment,  one  silver 
watch  valued  at  forty  dollars. 

This  at  or  near  Fort  I).  A.  Russell,  IV.  T.,  and  on  or  about  the 
13th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
Department  Commander  may  designate  for  a  period  of  two  years 
and  six  months. 

In  this  case  there  was  no  evidence  submitted  to  the  Court 
which  by  itself  justified  the  conviction  of  the  prisoner.  Why 
was  not  Dyer ,  the  saloon  keeper,  put  upon  the  stand,  to  whom 
the  prisoner  pawned  the  watch  for  liquor?  IJ is  testimony  would 
have  been  conclusive;  while  the  statements  of  others  of  what 
they  heard  Dyer  say,  were  inadmissible. 

The  prisoner  admits,  however,  in  his  defence  that  he  had  the 
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watch,  and  pretends  that  it  was  given  him  by  a  soldier  since 
deserted.  This  admission,  in  connection  with  the  circumstantial 
evidence  in  the  case,  places  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  beyond  a 
doubt.  The  sentence  is  approved  but  the  confinement  is  reduced 
to  one  year.  As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted 
under  suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the 
penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

14th.  Private  Martin  Barrett ,  Company  F,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  lnp  with  the 
letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  then  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  senrence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  dul3r  executed 

loth.  Private  Daniel  McElroe ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion,  in  violation  of  20th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D,  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  then  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  consideration  of  the  recovery  of 
the  pistol. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Sanders,  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  90,  current 
scries  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  u  hich  Major  William  B. 


Boyall ,  otli  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Gustavus  A.  Hull. 
M.  S.  K.,  Quartermaster’s  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  is  here¬ 
by  dissolved. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GF.O.  D.  RUGGLES, 


Aule-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 

Camp  Douglas. 

1.  Private  Frank  XcCareille ,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Edward  Griffin .  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Henry  Williams ,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  Michael  C.  Leonard ,  Company  B,  13h  Infantry. 
h.  Private  Daniel  Loundregan,  Company  G,  13tli  Infantry. 

G  Private  Maurice  Crimmins.  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

7.  Private  Thomas  Fay ,  Company  E,  lath  Infantry. 

8.  Private  Thomas  J.  Blackburn ,  Company  E.  13th  Infantry, 
t).  Private  William  Bennett.  Band.  13th  Infantry. 

10.  Private  James  McLaughlin ,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 
Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  John  Woods,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Bugler  Jacob  Sturgis ,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Thomas  Miller ,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TIIE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska.  June  1  bth ,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  30.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  tvhich  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No. 
84,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Henry  A.  Morrow ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Captain  A.  L.  Hough ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned-aiui  tried : 

1st.  PrivateNFronl-  McCarrille.  Company  C.  13th  Infantry. 
Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  he,  Private  Frank  McCarrille.  Com¬ 
pany  C,  13tli  Infantry,  did  unlawfully  take,  steal,  and  carry  away 
one  overcoat,  the  property  of  Private  Baker ,  Company  C.  13th 
Infantry. 

This  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  11th  day  of  May.  1871. 
Plea— Not.  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence — “  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  to  be¬ 
come  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  under  guard  for  six  months;  and  then  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  froin  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four  months, 
that  the  dishonorable  discharge  may  go  into  effect  in  moderate 
weather. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Edward  Griffin ,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laun¬ 
dress,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  six 
months,  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Had  the  prisoner  in  this  case  possessed  the  courage  to  return 
to  duty  after  his  drunken  absence,  instead  of  aggravating  his 
original  offense  by  desertion  under  the  influence  of  an  unmanly 
fear,  he  would  still  have  deserved,  and  probably  received,  some 
punishment;  but  punishment  much  lighter  than  that  herein  in¬ 
flicted,  and  without  the  lasting  stigma  which  now  attaches  to  his 
name.  In  discarding  from  its  service  men  of  this  stamp,  the 
government  suffers  no  real  loss. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved,  but  the 
term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four  months  to  avoid  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  discharging  the  prisoner  in  the  severity  of  winter.  As 
modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Henry  Williams,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  Henry  Williams.  Company 
D.  2d  Cavalry,  while  an  attendant  at  the  Post  Hospital,  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  did  take  and  steal  out  of  the  store-room  of  the 
Post  Hospital  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T..  one  bottle  of  whisky  and 
three  bottles  of  sherry  wine.  This  on  or  about  May  3d,  1871. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 
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Finding— Of  the  specifiation  1st  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
words  “  and  three  bot.les  sherry  wine;”  and  of 
the  excepted  Words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty 

Of  the  specification.  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Nut  Guilty. 

.Sentence — “  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due,  or 
that  may  become  due,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and  then  to  be  dishonora¬ 
bly  discharged  from  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four  months 
that  the  prisoner  may  not  be  discharged  in  mid-winter.  As 
modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Mich  iel  G.  Leonard,  C  nnpany  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Neglect  of  duty,  to  toe  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty, except  the  words  “by  allow¬ 
ing  one  of  the  prisoners  of  the  guard  house  to 
escape,”  and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilt}'. 

Finding— G  uilty . 

Sentence—”  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  tire  same 
period.’ 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are 
approved. 

The  evidence  affords  no  good  reason  for  supposing  that  there 
was  any  wilful  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  accused.  lu- 
deed  the  degree  of  carelessness  for  which  he  should  be  held 
responsible  appears  to  be  slight .  In  view  of  his  unblemished 
character  for  faithful  service,  as  sworn  to  by  Captain  Osborne , 
13th  Infantry,  and  of  the  month’s  confinement  already  suffered 
by  him,  the  sentence,  with  the  exception  of  a  forfeiture  of  five 
dollars,  is  remitted.  Private  Leonard  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

5th.  Private  Daniel  Loundregan ,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  tli !  words — “  and 
without  the  intention  to  return,”  and  of  the  excepted 
words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge— Not  Guilty. 
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Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—"  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowance^  now  due  or  to 
become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress ;  tobeconfiued 
at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  six  months; 
and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service.” 

In  this  case  the  prisoner,  without  permission,  left  Camp  Douglas 
after  dark,  and  was  arrested  the  same  evening,  intoxicated,  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  by  the  police.  When  arrested  he  was  dressed  in 
his  uniform,  hut  had  with  him  a  earpet  bag  with  some  articles  of 
citizens’  clothing  in  it,  viz:  shirt,  trowsers  and  boots.  In  his 
pocket  was  found  a  letter  from  a  man  in  Bingham  Canon,  in¬ 
forming  piisoner  of  the  writer’s  whereabouts.  In  defence  the 
prisoner  produces  two  witnesses,  who  swear  that  they  were 
with  him  shortly  before  his  arrest  by  the  police,  and  that  when 
they  started  for  camp  he  begged  them  to  wait  for  him;  and 
another  witness  shows  that  prisoner  had  been  intending  for  some 
time  to  send  some  clothing  to  a  friend  in  the  canon.  Under  this 
state  of  facts  the  evidence  is  deemed  to  be  insufficient  to  warrant 
a  conviction  under  the  charge  of  desertion. 

In  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  the  proceedings, 
findings,  and  sentence  are  approved.  The  sentence,  however, 
is  mitigated  to  confinement  for  two  months,  and  forfeiture  of 
eight  dollars  per  month  for  the  same  period;  and,  as  modified, 
will  he  duly  executed. 

Gth.  Private  Maurice  Crimmins,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

CharCxE— Desertion. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Gujlty,  except  the  words  •‘without 
intent  to  return”  and  of  the  excepted  words— Not 
Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months;  ,and  then  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  fiom  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  four  months. 
As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


7th.  Private  Thomas  Fay.  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification— Not  Guihy. 

Fending— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  due  or  that  may  become  due 
him ;  to  be  confined  for  two  years  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
pioper  authority  may  select;  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
from  the  service.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  and  the  findings  under  the  first 
charge  are  approved.  The  proof  that  the  prisoner  stole  his 
musket  is  inferential  only,  and  by  no  means  sufficiently  con¬ 
clusive  to  justify  a  penitentiary  confinement. 

The  findings  under  the  second  charge  are  disapproved.  The 
sentence  is  approved  but  the  imprisonment  is  mitigated  to  four 
months  in  the  guard  house,  and  as  modified,  will  be  duly 
executed. 

8tli.  Private  Thomas  J.  Blackburn.  Company  E.  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Disrespect  to  his  superior  officer,  to  the  prejudice 
of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard,  with  a  ball  and  chain  weighing  thirty  pounds  atta  lied  to 
his  right  leg,  for  ten  months;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved.  In  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members 
of  the  court,  the  sentence  is  modified  to  two  months  confinement 
in  the  guard  house  and  forfeiture  of  eight  dollars  of  his  pay  per 
month  for  five  months;  and  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly  executed. 

9th.  Private  William  Bennett ,  Band,  13tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

I’lea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding  -Not  Guilty. 

Aud  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are 
approved.  Private  Bennett  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

The  arrest  of  this  prisoner  seems  to  have  been  ordered  without 
a  sufficient  preliminary  investigation  of  the  facts. 

10th.  Private  James  McLaughlin ,  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 

Ciiakge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  McLaughlin, 
Company  C,  13ih  Infantry,  did,  while  a  m  mberof  the  post  guard 
and  sentinel  in  charge  of  prisoners,  without  authority  permit 
Private  James  Carry ,  Company  D,  2d  Cavalry,  a  prisoner,  to 
leave  his  work,  and  did  go  with  him  (the  prisoner)  to  a  pile  of 
wood,  where  they  were  discovered  by  officers  of  the  garrison 
with  a  bottle  of  whisky  in  their  possession.  This  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  he,  Private  James  McLaughlin , 
Company  C.  13th  Infantry,  did,  while  a  member  of  the  guard  and 
sentinel  over  prisoners,  without  authority  and  without  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  allow  Private  James  Carry ,  Com¬ 
pany  D,  2d  Cavalry,  a  prisoner,  to  quit  his  work  and  go  to 
Lieutenant  William  A.  Binwiddie,  2d  Cavalry,  and  demand  of 
him  a  bottle  of  whisky  that  had  been  taken  from  him.  This  at 
Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1871. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  statement  made  by  the  prisoner  at  the  close  of  the  trial, 
presents  a  state  of  facts  so  much  less  criminal  than  those  alleged 
in  the  specifications  to  which  he  ignorantly  pleads  guilty,  as  m 
fall  little  shoit  of  bringing  the  case  within  the  purview  of 
of  Paragraph  3,  Page  280,  Digest;  and  the  Court  would  have 
been  justified,  had  they  carried  their  investigation  of  the  case 
somewhat  further,  and  examined  witnesses  in  verification  or 
subversion  of  the  prisoners  statement. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved;  but  in 
compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  a  portion  of  the  Court 
the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  live  dollars  per  month 
of  his  pay  for  two  months;  and,  as  modified,  will  be  duly 
executed. 


II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks.  Nebraska,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
No.  95,  current  se:ies  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Coloned  I.  N.  Palmer ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieuten¬ 
ant  John  H.  Coale ,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  John  Woods ,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

Ciiargk  1— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  John  Woods,  Company  A,  9fh 
Infantry,  while  on  duty  as  a  member  of  the  post  guard,  did  take 
off  his  belts  and  throw  them  on  the  guard  house  floor  and  refuse 
to  perform  his  duty  as  a  sentinel,  saying  *‘I  would  rather  be  in 
the  guard  house  than  not,’-  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months,  to  be  confined  under 
charge  of  the  post  guard  for  thirty  days,  and  to  carry  a  twenty 
pound  log  each  day  from  reveille  until  retreat,  allowing  one 
half  hour  for  each  meal  during  the  same  period.” 

In  this  case,  in  the  specification  of  the  2d  charge  there  is  no 
assignment  of  time  or  place.  This  defect  is  fatal  to  the  validity 
of  the  proceedings  under  this  charge,  and  the  remaining  charge 
being  drunkenness  on  duty,  the  forfeiture  of  pai  by  the  sentence 
is  illega',  and  is  disapproved.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  is 
approved  but  mitigated  so  that  the  interval  allowed  for  meals 
shall  be  one  hour  each,  and  the  prisoner  shall  be  exempted  from 
carrying  the  log  on  Sundays  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  bo 
duly  executed. 

2d.  Bugler  Jacob  Sturgis,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence. — "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  forfeiting  to  the  United  States  all  pay  for 
the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved. 


The  voluntary  surrender  of  this  prisoner  after  an  absence  of 
only  nine  days,  inclines  the  reviewing  authority  to  the  exercise  olf 
lenity  in  the  case,  aside  from  any  consideration  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  character  given  the  man  by  his  company  commander.  This 
character,  as  testified  to  by  Captain  Jordan,  is  so  high,  that  the 
Department.  Commander  js  persuade  1  that  the  prisoner  regretted 
his  desertion  as  soon  as  committed,  and  surrendered  himself  to 
the  proper  authorities  from  a  desire  to  atone  for  his  single  act  of 
misconduct. 

The  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “one  month”  instead  of  “six 
months and,  as  mitigated,  will  be  dulv  executed. 

3d.  Private  Thomas  Miller ,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  Omaha  Barracks  for  the 
period  of  six  months;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  dishonor¬ 
ably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

In  this  case  the  testimony  tending  to  show  an  act  of  desertion 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  is  extremely  meagre.  The  only  wit¬ 
ness  examined  in  the  case  is  Captain  Munson,  the  Company  Com¬ 
mander.  who  testifies  that  the  prisoner  was  reported  absent  from 
the  Company  about  April  20th  last,  and  about  the  same  time  that 
such  report  reached  the  witness,  was  returned  in  citizen  clothes 
in  charge  of  a  policeman,  who  arrested  him  in  Omaha. 

He  was  absent  in  all  less  than  one  day,  and  left  his  property 
behind  him  in  the  quarters  when  he  went  away.  In  strictness  a 
case,  to  be  regarded  as  well  tried,  requires  better  evidence  than 
this.  There  was  no  legal  proof  before  the  Court  that  the  prisoner 
was  ever  absent,  there  was  no  legal  evidence  that  he  was  arrested 
in  Omaha.  To  establish  the  first  proposition  the  books  of  the 
company  should  have  been  submitted  to  the  Court,  with  the 
testimony  of  the  1st  Sergeant,  or  other  person  acquainted  with 
the  facts.  To  prove  the  second,  the  officer  who  arrested  the 
prisoner,  or  some  man  who  saw  the  policeman  bring  him  in  to 
the  post,  should  have  been  called  to  give  his  evidence.  It  is  clear 
that  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  of  Captain  Munson's  testimony  is 
inadmissible,  as  founded  on  hearsay. 

The  findings  and  sentence  are  therefore  disapproved.  Private 
Miller  will  be  restored  to  duty. 
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III  -  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
VV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  85,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Eugene  W. 
Crittenden ,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President  and  Captain  Robert  H. 
Montgomery ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


Br  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official. 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  June  2(5,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  41.  } 

Officers  in  command  of  troops  serving  along  the  line  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  are  authorized  to  receive  from  the  agents  thereof, 
the  allowance  of  wood  for  fuel  authorized  for  their  commands,  when 
no’other  provision  for  furnishing  the  same  has  been  made. 

Wood  thus  received  will  be  receipted  for  by  these  officers  to  the 
railroad  agents,  and  vouchers  for  the  same  will  be  made  by  the 
Quartermaster  on  whom  the  troops  make  requisition  for  fuel. — 
These  accounts  will  be  settled  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  Quartermas¬ 
ter  of  the  Department. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


Sidney  Barracks. 

f\.  Private  Thomas  Murray  Company  K,  14lh  Infantry. 


Fort  Fettkrman. 

t/ 1.  Private  G forge  IF.  Hay ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 
c/2.  Private  Ilcnry  Herald.  Company  G,  14fh  Infantry. 

1/3.  Pri  rate  lhomas  Hamilton ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 


Fort  Laramie. 


?I.  Private  Thomas  Martin.  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Charles  Gallagher ,  Company  B.  I4th  Infantry. 
3.  Musician  John  Broome.  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 


A 


Camp  Douglas. 

Private  Michael  Burke.  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 


IIE ADQUAR'l ERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha ,  Nebraska.  June  29,  1S71. 

GENERAL  ORDERS.  > 

NO.  42.  5 

[..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Sidney 
B  m  acks.  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
105,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  lhomas  Duncan.  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and 
Captain  Emil  Adam  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Thomas  Murray ,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Reckless  and  homicidal  violence,  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  oider  and  military  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Murray.  Com¬ 
pany  I\,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  while  on  duty  as  a  sentry,  and  charged  with  the 
special  duty  of  conducting  Private  Louis  Silva ,  14th  Infantry,  to 
the  quarters  of  the  Hospital  Steward  of  the  post  of  Fort  Sedg¬ 
wick,  C.  T.,  did  in  said  quarters,  in  and  upon  said  Silva ,  unlaw¬ 
fully  make  an  assault;  and  did  inflict  a  mortal  wound  upon  the 
body  of  the  said  Silva  by  unlawfully  shooting  him  with  a  rilled 


musket  loaded  with  powder  and  leaden  bullet  or  bulletsvof  which 
said  mortal  wound  so  inflicted  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  -i array, 
the  said  Silva  did  languish  for  tl.e  space  of  one  half  hour  or  there 
about,  and  did  then  die. 

This  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  abo.it  the  evening  of  the 
30th  of  May,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Murray.  Com- 
pany  K.  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  en'isted  soldier  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
did  at  Fort  Sedgwick,  C.  T.,  on  or  about  the  30th  of  May.  1871,  in 
and  upon  the  person  of  Private  Louis  Silva,  a  prisoner  under  his 
charge,  make  an  assault,  and  did  feloniously,  maliciously,  and 
with  malice  aforethought,  shoot  at  and  wound  the  said  Silva 
with  a  deadly  weapon,  then  and  there  held  in  his  hands,  viz: 
a  rifled  musket  loaded  with  powder  and  bullet  or  bullets;  and  by 
said  shooting  and  wounding  did  feloniously,  maliciously,  and 
with  malice  aforethought,  kill  said  Silva,  by  inflicting  upon  Iris 
body  a  mortal  wound,  whereof  he.  said  Silva ,  did  speedily  die. 

Plea — Not.  Guilty. 

Ft  suing — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  t lie  2d  specification — Guilty,  excepting  rhe  words, 
‘•feloniously,  maliciously,  and  with  malice  afore¬ 
thought,’  wherever  they  occur,  and  of  the  ex  septed 
words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence—' “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard,  for  the  period  of  one  year.” 

In  this  case  the  proof  shows  that  the  accused  was  ordered,  by 
the  Sergeant  of  the  guard,  to  take  Private  Silva,  a  soldier  i  t 
confinement  in  the  guard  home,  to  the  office  of  the  Hospital 
Steward  to  have  a  dressing  applied  to  a  wounded  foot.  The 
accused  did  so.  and  ten  minutes  after  reaching  the  Hospital 
Steward's  office,  shot  Silva  with  his  rifle,  inflicting  a  mortal  wound 
of  which  the  latter  died  in  thirty  minutes. 

There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  the  act  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  with  deliberation  or  malice  prepense;  but  rather  under  an 
intense  excitement  of  mind  caused  by  a  knowledge  of  Silva's 
character  for  reckless  courage,  and  his  known  intention  to  desert 
whenever  possible,  no  matter  at  what  cost;  by  the  repeated 
insults  heaped  by  him  upon  the  accused;  and  bj’  his  refusals  to 
comply  with  the  latter’s  order  to  return  to  the  guard  house. 
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It  npptaral  in  proof  that  orders  had  been  issued,  and  were 
well  known  to  the  command,  to  shoot.  Silva  on  the  spot  in  ca.-e 
of  his  making  i lie  slightest  effort  to  escape.  It  was,  further; 
Silva's  practice  to  boast  of  his  power. to  get  away,  and  of  the 
various  modes  in  which  he  had  done  so  in  times  past ;  and  it  is 
shown  t lint  he  had  bet  n  uttering  such  boasts  to  the  accused  very 
slioi't ly  before  his  death,  telling  him  among  other  things  that  he 
had  once  succeeded  in  escaping  from  confinement  by  shooting  a 
sentry,  and  again  by  disarming  another.  On  the  day  alleged, 
while  under  the  guard  of  the  accused,  Silva  had  repeatedly 
cursed  and  insulted  the  latter,  a1  d  had,  moreover,  shocked  and 
angered  him  beyond  endurance  by  the  utterance  of  frightful 
blasphemies  against  the  Savior.  The  accused  is  shown  to  be  a 
good  and  steady  soldier*  and  his  relations  with  t  lie  deceased  seem 
to  have  been  friendly  up  to  the  moment  of  the  homicide.  It  is 
held  on  these  grounds  that  the  feeling  of  malice,  which  con¬ 
stitutes  the  distinction  between  murder  and  less  heuious  homi¬ 
cides,  is  proved  to  have  been  wanting  in  the  case  now  under 
consideration. 

But  it  is  clear  ihat  the  accused  was  under  no  necessity  to  take 
Silva's  life.  The  latter  had  made  no  effort  to  escape,  he  was 
partially  crippled  by  a  wounded  and  bleeding  foot,  and  he  could 
have  been  returned  to  the  guard  house  without  the  smallest 
difficulty,  had  t he  accused  been  cool  enough  to  call  another  man 
to  his  assistance. 

The  crime  committed  by  Private  Murray  was  less,  but  in  view 
of  Silva's  defenceless  condition,  little  less,  than  murder;  and  the 
reviewing  authority,  though  prepared  to  accept  and  confirm  the 
conclusions  of  the  Court  to  the  extent  of  finding  the  accused 
guilty  of  the  lesser  crime  of  man  laughter,  is  not  willing,  by  a 
remission  or  even  mitigation  of  the  sentence  as  recommended  by 
the  Court,  to  encourage  sentinels  to  believe  that  they  are  at 
liberty  to  take  the  lives  of  prisoners  under  their  charge  for 
trilling  acts  of  insubordination;  or  that  any  other  than  the 
gravest  necessity,  or  the  orders  of  their  superior  officers,  can 
justify  them  in  using  their  fire-arms  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and 
confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed  at  the  post 
where  the  prisoner's  company  may  be  serving. 
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II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
98.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodicard ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President, 
and  Assistant  Surg>  oil  Francis  Le  B.  Monroe ,  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  George  IF.  Bay,  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  P.  ivate  George  IF.  Bay ,  Company 
G.  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  d  d  create  a  disturbance  in  his  company  quarters 
by  striking  in  the  face  with  his  fist  Private  Bobert  H.  Singer. 
Company  G,  14tli  Infantry,  without  just  cause  or  provocation. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  May  22d,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  George  IF.  Bay ,  Company 
G.  lltli  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  stand  at  the  door  of  his  company  quarters 
while  a  fight  was  going  on  inside  between  Privates  Herald  and 
Singer ,  (he  being  at  the  time  a  prisoner  under  charge  of  a 
sentinel)  and  did  raise  an  axe  and  say  to  Corporal  James  White¬ 
head.  Company  G.  14th  Infantry:  Sou  son  of  a  b — h,  if  you 

don't  stand  back  I'll  cut  you  in  two,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 
This  while  Corporal  Whitehead  was  in  the  execution  of  his  office 
trying  to  part  Privates  Herald  and  Singer. 

All  this  at  or  near  Foit  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  May  22d,  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this,  that  Private  George  IF.  Bay ,  Company 
G,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  stand  at  the  doe  r  of  his  Company  quarters 
while  a  fight  was  going  on  inside  between  Privates  Herald  and 
Singer  (he  being  at  the  time  a  prisoner  under  charge  of  a 
sentinel)  and  did  say  to  Sergeant  A.  Beibel ,  Company  G,  14th 
Infantry :  “  You  are  a  d— d  soil  of  b — h,”  or  words  to  that  effect. 
This  while  Sergeant  Beibel  was  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
trying  to  part  Privates  Herald  and  Singer.  All  this  at  or  near 
Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  May  22d.  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Xot  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Xot  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty'. 


Finding— Of  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Xot  Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  word 
‘•damned.” 

Of  tin  charge — Guilty. 

SknteKce—  “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States,  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Henry  Herald ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  Private  Henry  Herald,  Company 
G.  14tn  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  did  create  a  disturbance  in  his  company  quarters 
by  striking  in  the  face  with  his  fist  Private  Robert  II.  Singer. 
Company  G.  14th  Infantry,  without  just  cause  or  provocation. 

All  this  at  or  nearFort  Fettennan  W.  T.,  May  22d,  1S71. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Private  Henry  Herald.  Company 
G.  14th  Infantry,  a  du'y  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did.  upon  being  ordered  to  the  guard  house,  make 
use  ot  the  following  threatening  language  to  Private  Robert  H. 
Singer,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry,  to  wit:  “  You  just  wait,  you 
son  of  a  b— h,  till  I  get  out ;  I'll  make  it  hot  for  you or  words  to 
that  effect. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fettennan,  W.  T.,  May  22d,  1S71. 

Specifications — In  this,  that  Private  Henry  Herald.  Company 

G,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  at  the  time  a  prisoner  under  charge  of 
a  sentinel,  did  visit  his  company  quarters,  and  without  cause  or 
provocation  strike,  Vick,  and  otherwise  maltreat  Private  Robert 

H.  Singer ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fettennan,  W.  T.,  about  1  o’clock,  p. 
SI.,  May  22d,  1S71. 

Specification  4 — In  this,  that  Private  Henry  Herald.  Company 
G,'  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  did  visit  his  company  quarters  (he  being  at  the 
time  a  prisoner  under  charsre  of  a  sentinel)  and  engage  in  a  fight 
with  Private  Robert  H.  Singer,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry;  and 
upon  being  ordered  by  Corporal  James  Whitehead,  Company  G, 
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1-lffi  Infantry,  to  cease  kicking  Private  Singer ,  did  say  to  Corpora! 
Whitehead :  “You  son  of  a  b— It,  I'll  kick  you.  if  you  don't  dry 
up,”  or  words  to  that  cffe  t  This  while  Corporal  Whitehead  was 
in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

All  this  at  or  near  Fort  Fetterman,  AY.  T.,  on  or  about  1  o’clock 
V.  u.,  May  22d.  1871. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification— Guilty 
To  the  3d  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  -f tli  specification — Nor  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty, 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  substituting  the 
word  “hand’  for  “fist.” 

.  Of  the  2d  specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification  — Guilty,  except  the  words, 
••I’ll  kick  you  if  you  don’t  dry  up,”  and  substitut¬ 
ing  therefor  the  words,  “  I’ll  give  yon  a  punch.” 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — •■  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  four  months.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

During  the  trial  of  this  prisoner  a  question  was  put  to  a  witness 
by  a  member  of  the  Court,  wbich  was  objected  to  by  the  Judge 
Advocate  “  as  unnecessary.”  The  Court  overruled  the  objection. 

This  action  of  the  Judge  Advocate  was  uncalled  for.  It  is 
proper  for  the  Judge  Advocate— indeed  it  is  his  clear  duty— to 
take  exception  in  the  interests  of  the  prisoner,  whose  counsel  he 
is,  to  illegal  or  leading  questions  put  by  a  member;  and  should 
the  latter  insist  on  his  question,  to  request  the  judgment  of  the 
Court.  For  example  :  he  should  object  to  inquiries  which  com¬ 
pel  a  witness  to  criminate  himself;  to  such  as  elicit  merely 
hearsay  evidence;  to  inquiries  into  the  opinions  of  witnesses  not 
qualified  as  experts,  except  on  questions  of  drunkenness,  upon 
which  every  man  is  presumed  to  be  an  expert.  But  it  is  not 
required  of  the  Judge  Advocate  to  object  to  an  interrogatoiy  put 
bjr  a  member  merely  because,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  unnecessary ; 
as,  after  all,  it  is  the  Court  which  is  to  decide  upon  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  the  prisoner, — not  he;  and  what  may  appear  to  him 


unnecessary,  may  be  in  the  highest  degree  necessary  with  a 
member  of  the  Court,  to  remove  a  doubt  or  to  enlighten  his  com 
science.  There  should  either  be  some  legal  ground  of  objection, 
or  the  member  should  be  evidently  and  frivolously  wasting  the 
time  of  the  Couvt,  before  the  Judge  Advocate  can  be  justified  in 
interposing. 

3.  Private  Thomas  Hamilton,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding  -Not  Guiltj-.  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  to  the  United  Srates  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month  for  three  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  psoceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved.  It  is  thought  the  prisoner's  offense  will  be  sufficiently 
punished  by  a  tine  often  dollars  and  confinement  for  one  month. 
The  forfeiture  pronounced  by  the  Court  is  reduced  therefore  to 
ten  dollars  for  one  month. 

As  mitigated,  t lie  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Ili.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  whi 'll  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  \Y.  T.,  pursuant  to  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
9S,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
Edward  H.  Leib,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
William  W.  McCammon,  14th  Infantry  Judge  advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Thomas  Martin,  Company  A,  5ih  Cavalry. 

Chakge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  he  Private  Thomas  Martin,  Company 
A.  5th  Cavalry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  theLmited 
States,  did  take,  steal  and  carry  away,  and  assist,  in  taking,  steal¬ 
ing  and  carrying  away  from  J.  IF.  Wham,  Special  Indian  Agent, 
thirty-six  shirts;  said  shirts  being  the  property  of  the  United 
States. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  YV.  T.,  on  or  about  May  4th,  1871. 

Additional  Chakge— Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification,  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 


? 

Of  the  specification,  additional  charge— Guilty, 
except  the  words  “  did  desert  the  service  of  the 
United  States,”  substituting  therefor  the  words 
“  escape  from  the  guard,”  and  of  the  excepted 
words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  additional  charge — Not  Guilty,  hut  guilty  of 
conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Sentence— ^  To  forfeit  to  the  United  ’  States  all  pay  and 
allowances  that  are  due  or  may  become  due  him;  to  be  confined 
in  such  penitentiary  as  the  reviewing  authority  may  direct  for 
the  period  of  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  are 
approved,  but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  one  year. 
The  prisoner  will  be  dishonorably  disch  irged  before  his  confine¬ 
ment  in  a  penitentiary.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  c  nducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

2d.  Private  Charles  Gallagher.  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  Private  Charles^  Gallagher ,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  14th  Infantry,  whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  post,  guard  house, 
did  incite  disturbance  amongst  the  prisoners  by  quarreling;  and 
did  continue  his  riotous  conduct  after  being  repeatedly  ordered 
to  keep  quiet  by  Sergeant  Francis  S.  Niles ,  Company  B,  14th 
Infantry,  in  charge  of  the  guard. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  29th  day  of  May.  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Charles  Gallagher,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  14th  Infantry,  whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  post  guardhouse, 
did,  after  inciting  and  creating  a  general  disturbance  in  the  post 
guard  house  necessitating  his  confinement  in  a  solitary  cell,  con¬ 
tinue  his  disorderly  conduct  by  knocking  at  the  door  of  his  cell, 
cursing,  and  otherwise  conducting  himself  in  a  noisy  manner. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  29th  day  of  May.  1871. 


Specification  3 — In  ihis,  that  Private  Charles  Gallagher.  Com¬ 
pany  15, 14th  Infantry,  whilst  a  prisoner  in  the  post  guard  house, 
and  confined  in  a  solitary  cell  for  noisy  and  riotous  conduct,  did 
ask  Sergeant  Francis  S.  Wiles,  Company  15,  14th  Infantry,  in 
charge  of  the  guard,  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  after  receiving  the 
same  did  attempt  to  escape  from  the  cell,  and  upon  Sergeant 
Wiles  forcibly  detaining  him  from  doing  so,  he,  the  said  Private 
Charles  Gallagher.  Company  B.  14th  Infantry,  did  say  to  the  said 
Sergeant  Francis  Niles.  "You  son  of  a  b — h,  I  will  kill  you,”  or 
words  to  that  effect ;  at  the  same  time  cutting  or  stabbing  with  a 
knife,  striking  with  his  list  the  said  Sirgeant  Niles;  and  did  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  until  overpowered  by  the  members  of  the  guard. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words 
“  I  will  kill  you” — "cutting  and  stabbing  with  a 
knife,”  and  of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  Charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month  for  the  period  of  five  months,  and  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Musician  John  Broome,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty 

Fin  ding— Guilty . 

Sentence— "  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month  for  the  period  of  twelve  months;  to 
reimburse  the  United  States  for  all  expenses  incurred  in  his 
apprehension;  and  to  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for 
the  period  of  three  months,  the  first  two  months. at  hard  labor 
and  the  last  month  in  close  confinement.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  are  ap¬ 
proved. 
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The  prisoner's  Commanding  Officer,  Lieutenant  Buchanan,  14th 
Infantry,  testifies  that  the  prisoner  has  been  an  excellent  sold:er, 
as  good  as  any  in  the  company— and  that  he  never  had  occasion 
till  now  to  correct  him  for  any  fault.  The  prisoner,  who  lias 
been  in  the  service  sixteen  months,  states  that  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  when  he  deserted.  In  view  of  his  high 
character  as  a  soldier,  the  reviewing  authority  is  satisfied*  of 
the  truth  of  this  declaration,  and  is  convinced  that  the  prisoner 
strongly  regrets  the  very  serious  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
guilty.  As  this  is  the  first  offense  committed  by  him,  it  is  just  that 
his  past  good  conduct  should  be  of  weight  in  determining  the 
degree  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted;  the  sentence  is  therefore 
modified  to  read  as  follows: 

••To  rc-imburse  the  United  States  for  all  expenses  incurred  in 
his  apprehension ;  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month,  of  his  monthly 
pay,  for  three  months;  and  to  be  confined  under  charge  of  t he 
guard  for  the  same  period.” 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

IV.  .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T  ,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  84, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Henry  A.  Morrow ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President  and 
Captain  Alfred  L.  Hough ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Michael  Burke ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  air- 
proved. 

In  view  of  the  prisoner’s  statement,  that  tins  is  his  second 
enlistment,  and  that  he  has  never  been  brought  before  a  General 
Court  Martial;  and  in  the  hope  that  by  a  clement  treatment  of 
his  case  he  may  be  induced  to  resist  for  the  future,  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  liquor;  the  term  of  confinement  is  mitigated  to  one  month. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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GEO.  D.  HI  GGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 
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Sentence—1 “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  one  month's  pay, 
and  to  be  confined  in  the  guard  house,  at  the  post  where  his 
company  may  be  serving  for  the  period  of  two  months.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

In  view  of  the  favorable  recommendation  of  the  Court,  founded 
on  the  general  character  of  this  prisoner,  which  his  company 
commander  testilies  is  excellent,  the  reviewing  authority  is 
persuaded  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  lenity  may  safely  and 
wisely  be  exercised.  The  sentence  is  therefore  remitted.  Private 
Heoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

II-. Before  a  General  Court" Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No- 
98,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Francis  Le  B.  Monroe ,  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : 

1st.  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh ,  U.  S.  A. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  that  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh,  U.  S. 
A.,  having  been  ordered  by  Corporal  George  II.  Willis,  Company 
G,  14th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  Cor¬ 
poral  of  the  guard,  to  put  out  the  light  burning  in  the  room 
occupied  by  him,  it  being  after  taps,  did  reply:  “Go  away  from 
here,  you  have  no  business  here;’’  and  upon  being  told  by 
Corporal  Willis,  that  it  was  the  order  of  the  Commanding  Officer 
that  he  should  put  out  the  light,  did  reply :  “  Kiss  my  *  *  :  I 

will  put  out  my  light  when  I  get  ready or  words  to  that' effect. 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  \V.  T..  at  or  about  11  p.  M.,  June  23d. 
1S71. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  five 
months.” 

The  latter  part  of  the  specification  in  this  case  is  intended  to 
convey  the  idea  that  the  accused  was  guilty  of  gross  disrespect 
towards  the  post  commander ;  whereas  the  evidence  shows  that 
the  offensive  remark  attributed  to  the  Accused  was  not  said  in 
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Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  Harry  Bloodgood,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  5th  Cavalry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal,  and  carry  away 
from  the  arm  chest  in  the  store-room  of  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry, 
four  revolvers,  more  or  less,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  which  Captain  S.  G.  Kellogg ,  5th  Cavalry,  was  responsi¬ 
ble.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  and  between 
the  twelfth  and  twenty-fifth  days  of  May,  1871. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Harry  Bloodgood ,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  5th  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  and  without  authority  offer 
for  sale  to  Jonathan  White ,  citizen,  two  revolvers,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  S.  C.  Kellogg ,  5th 
Cavalry,  was  responsible.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  the  15th  day  of  May,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  aiquit 
him. 

In  this  case  the  findings  and  acquittal  are  approved.  The 
proceedings  are  approved,  with  the  exception  that  the  record 
fails  in  one  or  two  instances  to  show  affirmatively,  that  the 
prisoner  was  offered  and  waived  the  right  to  cross-examine. 
Should  the  prisoner  decline  this  right,  the  record  should  invaria¬ 
bly  so  state.  Private  Bloodgood ,  will  be  released  from  confine¬ 
ment. 

4th.  Private  William  Heoner ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge -Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Heoner,  Company 
G,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  ordered  by  1st  Sergeant  Richard  W. 
Goodman ,  Company  G.  5th  Cavalry,  through  Corporal  Michael 
Maloney ,  of  same  company  and  regiment,  to  report  at  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  for  fatigue,  did  refuse  to  obey,  and  did  say 
to  Corporal  Maloney :  “You  tell  Sergeant  Goodman  that  I  will 
not  go  on  fatigue  duty ;  I  will  go  in  the  guard  house  first,”  or 
words  to  that  effect.  All  this  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  the  27th  day  of  June,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


was  offered  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine.  A  prisoner 
should  invariably  be  asked  if  he  desires  to  exercise  this  right,  and 
should  he  answer  in  the  negative  the  record  should  distinctly 
state  the  fact.  In  cases  of  conviction,  the  neglect  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  to  record  a  prisoner’s  waiver  of  this  privilege  may 
result  in  the  disapproval  of  the  entire  proceedings.  The  rule  is 
imperative,  and  is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  prisoner  had  daily  access  to  the 
tool  chest-  wherein  the  stolen  money  was  concealed ;  that  he 
joined  the  garrison  with  little  or  no  money  in  his  possession; 
then  shortly  after  the  alleged  theft  he  was  seen  with  a  large  sum, 
which  he  squandered  recklessly  in  liquor;  that  he  gave  two  con¬ 
tradictory  accounts  of  the  source  from  which  the  sudden  supply 
came;  and  that  he  promised  to  replace  the  stolen  money  if  the 
complainant  would  effect  his  release  from  confinement.  These 
are  facts,  the  suspicious  character  of  which  nothing  offered  in 
defence  has  any  tendency  to  clear  up.  It  is  therefore  not  without 
great  hesitation  that,  the  reviewing  authority  confirms  the  find¬ 
ings  aud  acquittal.  The  prisoner  will  be  released  from  confine¬ 
ment. 

2d.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson,  Company  I  5:h  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson. 
Company  I,  5th  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  offer  for  sale  to  Jonathan 
White,  citizen,  three  revolvers,  the  property  of  the  Uuited  States, 
and  for  which  Captain  8.  C.  Kellogg.  5th  Cavalry,  was  responsi¬ 
ble.  This  at  Fort  McPhirson,  Neb,,  on  or  about  the  2d  day  of 
of  April,  1871. 

Pj.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 

him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are 
approved.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  foundation  for  the 
charge  under  which  the  prisoner  was  tried,  and  his  arrest  must 
have  been  ordered  without  a  sufficient  examination  into  the  facts. 

3d.  Private  Harry  Bloodgood.  Company  I,  5  h  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 


Fort  McPherson. 


t/\.  Farrier  George  Crowley ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry.'  .  ■  ,s\?y 
^/'2.  Private  Albert  W.  Johnson ,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Harry  Bloodgood,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

^  4.  Private  William  Heoner,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 


Fort  Fetterman. 

Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh ,  U.  S.  A. 


2.  Private  Hamilton  Trotter.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Charles  Hinton ,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  John  Coulman ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  «7tdy  12, 1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  43. 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No. 
90,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
John  Mix,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Edward  G. 
Stevens ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigued  and  tried: 

1st.  Farrier  George  Crowley,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  Farrier  George  Crowley,  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  did  steal  from  a  tool  chest  in  the  post  blacksmith 
shop,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  more  or  less,  belonging  to,  and 
deposited  there  for  safe  keeping  by,  blacksmith  Hugh  Donnelly , 
Company  F,  5th  Cavalry,  on  or  about  the  17th  of  May,  1871. 

This  at  North  Platte  Station,  Neb.,  between  the  27th  and  31st 
days  of  May,  1871,  and  while  the  said  Donnelly  was  absent,  sick 
in  hospital  at  Fort  McPherson,  Neb. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved,  with  the  exception 
that  the  record  fails  in  several  instances  to  show  that  the  prisoner 


reply  to  the  statement  of  the  Corporal  that  the  Commanding 
Officer  had  ordered  the  light  out,  hut  half  an  hour  after  this, 
and  in  a  different  conversation  ;  and  moreover,  the  evi¬ 
dence  shows  the  important  fact  that  the  Corporal  merely  in¬ 
formed  the  Accused  that  he  “  supposed”  the  order  came  from  the 
post  commander.  The  finding  of  guilty  under  the  specification 
as  it  stands  is  not  therefore  warranted  by  the  proofs. 

The  accused,  however,  was  guilty  of  gross  discourtesy  towards 
the  Corporal  of  t he  guard ;  an  officer  entitled  ex  officio  to  the  most 
respectful  treatment,  not  only  at  the  hands  of  enlisted  men  but  of 
every  commissioned  officer  of  a  garrison.  His  clear  duty  was, 
not  to  insult  the  Corporal  and  disregard  his  orders,  but  either  to 
apply  for  instructions  at  once  to  the  officer  of  the  day  or  to  obey 
the  Corporal's  orders  and  seek  relief  on  the  following-  morning. 

In  doing  what  he  did  the  accused  was  highly  culpable  and 
merits  punishment.  The  sentence  in  its  present  form,  however, 
is  thought  to  be  unduly  severe,  in  view  of  the  discrepancy  be¬ 
tween  the  allegations  and  the  proof,  and  in  view  of  the  probabil¬ 
ity,  moreover,  that,  as  the  order  which  he  disobeyed  was  to  him 
without  a  precedent,  he  honestly  assumed  it  to  be  also  without 
warrant. 

Except  in  the  particulars  above  mentioned,  the  proceedings, 
findings,  and  set-fence  are  approved,  but  the  sentence  is  miti¬ 
gated  to  the  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  for  one  month;  and  as 
modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Hamilton  Trotter ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  99th 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Hamilton  Trotter ,  Company 
F,  14th  Infantry,  when  asked  by  1st  Sergeant  M.  K.  Stewart , 
Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  why  he  left  the  quarters  without  per¬ 
mission,  did  say :  “  I  am  not  going  to  be  run  on  by  you  any 
longer;  I  will  leave  the  quarters  whenever  I  d — n  choose;”  and 
did  further  remark :  ‘-You  will  run  this  thing  too  far  yet;”  at 
the  same  time  making  threatening  gestures  towards  the  said  1st 
Sergeant. 

This  at  Fort  Fettermau,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  July, 

1871. 
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Plea  — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  specification,  2d  charge — Guilty,  omittiog  til 
words  “  d — d”  and  at  the  same  time  makinj 
threatening  gestures  towards  the  said  1st  Ser 
geant;”  and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty 
Of  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  th 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  six  dollars  per  month  of  hi 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  an 
approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 

3d.  Private  Charles  Hinton ,  Company  ,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  militar 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  he,  Private  Charles  Hinton ,  did  tak 
and  carry  away,  and  in  some  improper  manner  dispose  of  on 
breech-loading  rifle  musket,  one  gun-sling,  one  screw-driver,  on 
toinpion,  twenty  metallic  cartridges,  one  haver  sack,  one  can 
teen,  two  cap-letters,  four  figures,  the  property  of  the  Unitei 
States,  and  for  which  his  Company  Commander,  Captain  F.  E 
Trotter ,  14th  Infantry,  was  responsible. 

This  at  or  near  Camp  Stambaugh,  \V.  T.,  on  or  about  Jun< 
4th,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  o 
which  may  become  due  him  hereafter,  to  be  dishonorably  dis 
charged  the  service,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as 
the  proper  authority  may  designate,  for  the  period  of  one  year.' 

In  this  case  the  evidence  shows  that  the  prisoner  owes  hii 
present  degradation  to  his  criminal  indulgence  in  the  shamefu 
vice  of  gambling,  having  so  overwhelmed  himself  with  debt  bj 
this  practice  as  to  desert  the  service  rather  than  face  his  credit 
ors;  and  this  crime,  grave  enough  in  itself,  he  aggravated  bi 
carrying  away  and  disposing  of  his  arms  and  equipments. 
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The  proceedings  mid  findings  are  approved  and  confirmed. 
The  sentence  pronounced  by  the  Court  is  regarded  as  in  no 
degree  disproportionate  to  the  prisoner’s  aggravated  offences; 
but  in  view  of  his  generally  good  character  for  the  past  three 
years,  as  sworn  to  by  his  company  commander,  and  for  this 
alone,  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  six  months.  As 
mitigated. tiie  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

4th  Private  John  Coulman ,  Company  F,  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  3 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  John  Coulman ,  Company  F.  14rli 
Infantry,  having  deserted,  did  take  with  him  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  of  Government  property,  issued  to  him  to  be  used  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  and  for  which  Captain  George  W. 
Dost ,  14th  Infantry7,  is  accountable,  viz  :  three  numbers,  four 
cap-letters,  four  cap-bugles,  one  pair  metallic  scales,  one  can¬ 
teen  with  straps,  one  haversack,  one  Springfield  breech-loading 
rifle,  one  cartridge  box  and  plate,  one  bayonet,  one  gun-sling, 
one  serew-driyer,  twenty  metallic  cartridges,  one  cartridge  box. 
oue  waist  belt  and  plate,  one  tompion  and  one  bayonet  scabbard. 

This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of 
May,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due,  or 
which  may  hereafter  become  due  him,  to  have  his  head  shaved,  to 
be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison,  and  to  be  confined  in  such 
penitentiary  as  may  be  designated  by  proper  authority,  for  the 
period  of  two  years.” 

The  crimes  committed  by  this  prisoner,  were  among  the  gravest 
a  soldier  can  be  guilty  of.  He  not  only  wilfully  deserted  the 
service,  in  violation  of  his  solemn  oath  of  fidelity,  taking  with  him 
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property  of  great  value  belonging  to  the  Government,  but  he 
deliberately  abandoned  his  post  while  a  sentinel  on  duty.  The 
severest  punishment  is  well  merited  for  such  a  criminal  disregard 
of  every  military  obligation. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and 
confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

III.. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Douglas. 
U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  84,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Henry  A.  Morrow ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Alfred 
L.  Hough,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

IV  .  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Sidney  Barracks, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  105,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thomas  Duncan ,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Emil 
Adam ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Bkigadikk  Genewal  Auguk: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official. 


Aulc-dc-  Camp. 
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ing  or  authorizing  subjection  of  men  of  their  commands  to  pun¬ 
ishment  by  sweat-boxes,  tying  up  by  thumbs,  bucking,  or  any 
other  irregular  and  illegal  punishments. 

Commanding  officers  will  be  held  responsible  that  such  pun¬ 
ishments  are  not  resorted  to  in  their  commands. 

Summary  punishments,  if  authorized  and  regulated  by  law, 
are  undoubtedly  most  efficacious;  but  so  long  as  they  are  not, 
recourse  must  be  had  to  those  now  prescribed  by  law  and  reg¬ 
ulations,  and  no  others  will  be  sanctioned  or  permitted. 

IV.  Company  commanders  are  authorized  to  assign  reliable 
privates  to  the  duty  specified  in  para.  III.  G.  0.  No.  23, c.  s. 
from  these  Hdq’rs,  whenever,  from  the  scarcity  of  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers,  it  may  be  inconvenient  or  impracticable  to 
detail  them  for  the  purpose. 

V.  The  following  instructions  contained  in  para.  I,  General 
Orders  No.  3,  of  1870,  from  these  Headquarters,  are  hereby 
reiterated,  and  a  full  compliance  therewith  will  be  exacted. 
Failure  on  the  part  of  commanders,  to  obey  these  instructions 
to  the  letter,  results  in  non-payment, by  the  Pay-master  in  this 
city,  of  final  statements  given  by  them  to  discharged  soldiers; 
and  the  officers  responsible  will  in  future  he  held  to  strict 
account  accordingly,  viz : 

As  "discharged  soldiers  usually  travel  ahead  of  the  mail, 
company  commanders  and  Adjutants  commanding  regimental 
bands  and  non-commissioned  staff,  are  hereby  directed  to  send 
to  the  Chief  Paymaster  the  notification  of  discharge  required, 
three  or  four  days  previous  to  date  of  discharge.  These  com¬ 
manders  will  send  with  this  notification,  the  signature  of  the 
discharged  soldier  as  additional  proof  of  identity,  if  he  can 
write  ills  parne ;  if  he  cannot  write  his  name,  this  fact  will  be 
reported  in  writing  in  the  notification  of  discharge. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier.  General  AuGuft  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official  : 


.Aide-de-Cump.; 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  July  17, 1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

NO.  44.  5 

I.  Attention  is  called  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  approved 
July  16th,  1862,  Chapter  190.  This  act  prohibits  sentences  to 
the  penitentiary  for  offences  purely  military,  but  does  not  apply 
to  other  crimes,  such  as  stealing,  &c.,  not  of  a  military  char¬ 
acter. 

In  this  connection  the  following  decision  of  the  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate  General,  dated  April  10th,  1871,  touching  sentence  to  pen¬ 
itentiary  for  crime  of  desertion,  is  published  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  all  concerned,  viz : 

“A  sentence  of  imprisonment  in  a  penitentiary  upon  convic¬ 
tion  of  desertion,  is  improper,  because  such  a  sentence  is,  by 
the  Act  of  July  16th,  1862,  Chapter  190,  prohibited  to  be  enforced. 

*****  The  statute  law  is  clear  upon  the 
subject;  and  no  executive  order,  or  opinion  entertained  by  a 
Court  Martial,  can  avail  to  except  any  case  whatever  from  the 
provisions  of  such  law.” 

II.  Officers  detailed  as  members  of  a  military  Court,  and 
unable,  from  any  cause,  to  attend  its  sessions,  must  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  Court,  to  be  affixed 
to  the  record,  a  written  explanation  of  their  absence.  In  cases 
of  sickness,  a  medical  certificate  is  required  of  the  member 
absent  for  this  reason. 

The  practice  of  officers  absenting  themselves  without  expla¬ 
nation,  from  the  sessions  of  the  Court  of  which  they  have  been 
appointed  members,  must  be  discontined. 

III.  From  the  proceedings  of  Courts-Martial,  and  from 
other  sources,  the  Commanding  General  is  led  to  believe  that 
at  some  posts  in  this  Department,  unusual  and  unauthorized 
punishments  are  at  times  inflicted  upon  enlisted  men. 

He  desires  to  have  it  distinctly  understood  by  all,  that  he 
will  institute  vigorous  proceedings  against  any  officers  subject- 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  July  21,  1871. 


UENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  45.  j 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  military 
reservation  of  Fort  Laramie  is  enlarged  as  follows : — 

Commencing  at  a  point  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  said  reserva¬ 
tion,  as  described  in  General  Orders  No.  34,  of  1869,  from  these 
Headquarters,  six  miles  south  of  where  it  crosses  the  North  Platte 
river;  thence  easterly  on  a  line  parallel  to,  and  six  miles  from  the 
said  North  Platte  river  to  longitude  of  Scott’s  Bluffs;  thence  due 
north  to  north  bank  of  said  North  Platte  river;  thence  westerly  along 
north  bank  of  said  river  to  intersection  with  eastern  boundary  of 
present  reservation;  thence  due  south  to  point  of  beginning. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augttr: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant.  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  Bijidger. 

1.  Private  Charges  C.  Browne.  Company  F.  13th  thfantry. 
Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Rasmus  Jorgensen,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 
Fort  Fred  Steele. 

1.  Piivate  Edwin  Sanders ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Patrick  O'Leary,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Omaha  Barracks. 

1.  Private  Harry  Powers,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  James  Glynn.  Company  D,  9th  infantry! 

3.  Private  William  McFarland,  Company  L.  5th  Cavalry. 

Cam1»  Douglas. 

1.  Private  William  Carey,  Company  B,  13tli  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Xebraska,  July  2fi,  1871. 


general  orders.  ) 

No.  4G.  J 

T.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Bridget-,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
121,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Robert  S.  La  Matte ,  13tli  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Joseph  K.  Corson,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate, 
was  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Charles  C.  Browne,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Ch  a  rg  e — Desert  ion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—'1  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  or  may  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  at  such  place  as  the  Commanding  General  may  direct  for 
one  year.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approv¬ 
ed.  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  eight  months.  As 
modified,  the  sentence  will  duly  executed  at  the  post  where  the 
prisoner’s  company  may  be  serving.  The  dishonorable  discharge 
will  be  given  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  imprisonment. 

II.  .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No. 
72,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
I.  N  Palmer *  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John 
H.  Coale,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned  and 
tried : 

1st.  Private  Rasmus  Jorgensen ,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Rasmus  Jorgensen,  Com¬ 
pany  B,  2d  Cavalry,  did  steal  the  following  ordnance  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores,  quartermaster’s  property  and  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  viz : 

One  Sharp’s  carbine,  oue  Colt’s  revolver,  one  horse  (cav.),  one 
saddle  and  one  bridle,  and  numerous  other  articles  exceeding  in 
value  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  the  properly  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  which  1st  Lieutenant  Randolph  Norwood,  Com- 
manding*Cotnpany  B,  2d  Cavalry,  was  responsible. 

All  this  at  or  near  Bryan  Station,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  20th 
day  of  April,  1871. 

Charge  3— Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Fin  ding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specficalion  2d  charge— Guilty,  excepting  the 
words ;  “  One  Colt’s  revolver,  and  numerous  other 
articles  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.’’ 

Of  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge — Guilty,  excepting 
the  words ;  “  Oue  Colt’s  revolver,  and  numerous 


other  articles  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.” 

Of  the  3d  charge— Guilty. 

Skntenck — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  Stales  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  may  designate,  for  the  period  of  two  years.” 

Tlie  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  also  approved;  bat  in  the  belief  that  tire  prisoner 
acted  without  premeditation,  and  was  suddenly  surprised  into 
the  commission  of  his  several  offenses  by  the  persuasions  of 
Sergeant  Peter  Grover  of  the  same  company,  recently  convicted 
of  the  same  crimes,  and  now  a  deserter  from  the  service;  and  in 
view  further  of  the  fact  that  he  has  manifested  his  penitence  by 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  which,  added  to  the  partial  for¬ 
feiture  of  pay  now  due  and  to  become  due  him,  will  re-imburse 
the  Government  for  its  losses  occasioned  bj'  his  misconduct;  the 
sentence  is  modified  to  read  as  follows : 

To  fo;  feit  to  the  United  S  ates  all  pay  and  allowances  due  at 
the  date  of  his  arrest;  to  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard, 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  bo  serving,  for  the  term  of 
two  months;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay 
during  his  confinement. 

As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

III... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fred  Steele,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
120.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Henry  A.  Morrow ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
2d  Lieutenant  Jesse  C.  Chance ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried  : 

1st  Private  r-dwin  Sanders ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the 
period  of  six  months;  to  forfeit  aP  pay  now  due  or  that  may 
become  due ;  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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2.1.  Private  Patrick  O'Leary ,  Company  II,  13th  Infantry. 

Change—  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  lie.  Private  Patrick  O'Leary ,  Com¬ 
pany  II,  13th  Infantry,  did  become  noisy  and  disorderly  in  hjs 
company  quarters  after  taps,  and  when  ordered  by  his  1st  Sergeant 
Dennis  Bowe,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry,  to  keep  quief.  did  leave 
his  company  quarters  and  enter  the  oi  derly  room  and  there  insult 
and  abuse  said  Sergeant  there  present,  by  saying;  “  I  can  lick 
you;  you  knew  all  about  Baker  deserting  and  I  will  report  you, 
God  d— n  you;’’  or  words  to  that  cffe;t.  This  at  Fort  Fred 
Steele,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  July  5th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  he,  Private  Patrick  O'Leary ,  Com¬ 
pany  II,  13th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  the  gpard  house,  did 
resist  his  1st  Sergeant  Dennis  Bowe,  II  Company,  13th  Infantry, 
by  kicking  him  and  tearing  his  clothing,  and  when  delivered  in 
charge  of  the  guard  did  call  his  1st  Sergeant  Dennis  Bowe,  Com¬ 
pany  H.  13th  Infantry,  “  A  d - d  dirty  son  ot  a  b - h,”  saying 

“I  will  have  revenge,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort 
Fred  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  July  5th,  1S71. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  per  month  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

IV. — Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  t>  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
95,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
Inness  N.  Palmer ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
John  H.  Coale ,  9tli  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried ; 

1st.  Private  Harry  Powers ,  Company  E.  2d  Cavalry. 

Change — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence — ”  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  a  id  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D,  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length;  and  to  be  drummed 
out  of  the  United  States  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  he  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  James  Glynn ,  Company  D.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Absence  without  leave. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— G  uilty. 

Sentence— "  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay,  for  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved;  but  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  long  confinement  before 
trial,  the  sentence  is  remitted.  Private  Glynn  will  be  restored  to 
duty. 

3d.  Private  William  McFarland ,  Company  L,  5tli  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  re-imburse  the  United  States  for  all  expenses 
incurred  or  that  may  bn  incurred  by  the  Quartermasters’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  for  the  cost  of  his  transportation  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to 
Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved. 

In  view  of  the  manifest  repentance  of  the  prisoner  for  the  very 
grave  crime  he  has  committed,  as  indicated  in  his  early  return 
and  surrender  to  the  military  authorities,  the  sentence,  notwith¬ 
standing  its  extreme  leui  y,  is  approved  and  will  be  duly 
executed. 

V.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
124,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
P.  It.  de  Trobriand ,  13tli  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Alfred  L.  Hough,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned 
and  tried : 
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1st  Private  William  Carey.  Company  B,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Pee  a — Guilty. 

Finding  -Guilty. 

Sentence — '•  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ance  due  or  that  may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months ;  after  which  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

Fro'm  the  length  of  time  during  which  this  prisoner  remained 
absent  from  the  service  in  desertion,  before  surrendering  him¬ 
self;  (about  nine  months) ;  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  he  finally 
gave  himself  up  to  the  authorities  because  of  regret,  and  in  a 
wish  to  .atone  for  his  crime,  but  rather  through  want  of  mean*; 
of  subsistence,  failure  of  the  purposes  had  in  view  when  lie 
absented  himself,  or  other  pressing  necessity. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  therefore  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

VI .  -The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barrack-. 
Xeb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  Xo.  72,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  /.  V. 
Palmer ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieut.  John  II.  Coale .  9th 
Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official. 


Aide-<li-  Camp. 


_ 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  July  27,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  47.  i 

Each  company  commander,  serving  in  this  Department,  will  turn 
over  to  the  Acting  Ordnance  Officer  at  his  post,  all  serviceable 
arras  and  accoutrements  in  his  possession  rendered  surplus  by  re¬ 
cent  Acts  of  Congress  reducing  the  strength  of  companies  to  the 
present  standard. 

A  sufficient  supply  will  be  retained  with  each  company  to  fully 
equip  it,  at  the  maximum  standard  allowed  by  law. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 

Omaha.  Barracks. 

'  1.  Private  Francis  Keely,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Albert  Zimmerman ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Michael  Arthur ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

4.  Bugler  Alexander  Weininger,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 
/  5.  Private  William  Medigar,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

f  6.  Private  James  II  Dale ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

/  7.  Private  George  Ebert ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

,  8.  Artificer  Abram  Tewilligar,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 


Fort  Laramie. 

/  1/  Private  Paul  Sheets,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

*'/2.  Private  James  Montgomery,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Joseph  McKenna,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 
Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

!  1.  Private  James  McGouldrick,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

/  2.  Private  William  H.  Fry,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 
t  3.  Private  William  Morgan,  Company  G,  9th  Infantry. 
l  4.  Private  George  F.  Summerfield,  Company  L,  2d  Cavalry. 
/  5.  Private  Frank  Abbott,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATl’E, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska,  July  31,  1871. 


general  orders. 
No.  48. 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
95,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
I.  N.  Palmer,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Coale,  9tli  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 
1st.  Private  Francis  Keely,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 
Charge— Absence  without  leave. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence — To  refund  to  the  United  States  thirty  dollars, 
the  cost  of  liis  apprehension;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  i.i 
cliarge  of  the  guard  for  three  months ;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  U uited 
States  teu  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Albert  Zimmerman ,  Company  A,  8th  Infantry. 

Chabgk  1 — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  9th  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  War. 

Specification  I— In  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman ,  Company 
A,  9th  Infantry,  having  been  sentenced  by  a  Garrison  Court  Mar¬ 
tial  lawfully  appointed,  to  carry  a  log  for  thirty  days  in  front  of 
the  guard,  did  positively  and  wilfully  refuse  to  carry  said  log 
when  ordered  to  do  so  by  his  Superior  Officer,  2d  Lieutenant 
John  H.  Coale ,  9tli  Infantry,  who  was  at  the  time  in  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  Officer  of  the  day;  saying:  “I  don't 
feel  well  and  will  not  carry  a  log  for  you;  I'll  stand  a  tie-up 
first;”  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  2Gtli  day  of 
July,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman ,  Company 
A,  9th  Infantry,  having  been  sentenced  by  a  Garrison  Court 
Martial  lawfully  appointed,  to  carry  a  log  for  thirty  days  in  front 
of  the  guard!  did  positively  and  wilfully  refuse  to  carry  said  log 
when  ordered  to  do  so  by  his  Superior  Officer,  2d  Lieutenant 
John  H.  Coale ,  9tli  Infantry,  w  ho  was  at  the  time  in  the  execution 
of  his  office  as  Officer  of  the  day. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1871. 

Change  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1— In  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Company 
A,  9th  Infantry,  while  a  prisoner  lawfully  in  the  guard  house 
and  under  the  orders  of  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  for  the  time 
being,  having  been  ordered,  in  the  due  execution  of  his  duty,  by 
Sergeant  James  A.  Farrish,  Sergeant  of  the  guard,  to  go  to  the 
hospital  for  the  purpose  of  being  examined  by  the  Post  Surgeon, 
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did  positively  refuse  to  go,  saying :  “  I  feel  well  enough  and  will 
not  go  to  the  hospital or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.  at  sick  call  on  or  about  the 
27th  day  of  June,  1S71. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Company 
A,  9th  Infantry,  while  a  prisoner  lawfully  in  the  guard  house, 
and  under  the  orders  of  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard  lor  the  time 
being,  having  been  ordered  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  by  Ser¬ 
geant  Stiles,  Sergeant  of  the  guard,  to  help  scrub  out  the  guard 
house,  did  positively  refuse  to  obey  said  orders. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1871- 

Charge  3— Disrespect  toward  his  Commanding  Officer  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Specification — In  that  he,  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Company 
A,  9th  Infantry,  when  asked  by  his  Company  Commauder,  2d 
Lieutenant  John  H.  Goale,  9 ch  Infantry,  whether  he  would  or 
would  not  carry  a  log  in  obedience  to  the  sentence  of  a  Garrison 
Court  Martial,  did  rep'y  as  follows :  “  I'll  not  carry  a  log  for  you. 
I'll  do  anything  for  Lieutenant  Bowman,''  or  words  to  that  ef¬ 
fect;  and  when  the  question  was  again  repeated  by  Lieutenant 
Coale ,  he,  Privarc  Zimmerman ,  did  reply  in  a  highly  insulting 
manner:  “I  told  you  once  before  I  would  not  carry  a  log  for 
you,  and  I  will  not;’’  or  words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  June, 
1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  Uuited  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due ;  to  wear  a  twenty-four  pound 
ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  months ;  then  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  be  drummed 
out  of  the  service,  dishonorably  discharged.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
j/  3d.  Private  Michael  Arthur,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  have  the  letter  D.  one  and 
one-half  inches  in  length,  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip;  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  tor  six  months ; 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  lo  be  dishonorably  discharged  and 
drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Bugler  Alexander  Weininger ,  Company  E,  2J  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Bugler  Alexander  Weininger , 
Company  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did  take  away  and  appropriate  to  his 
own  use  one  Sharp’s  improved  carbine  and  one  Remington  re¬ 
volver,  valued  at  one  hundred  dollars,  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  which  Captain  E.  B.  Wells ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  respon¬ 
sible. 

This  at  Camp  Euggles,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  17tli  day  of  June, 
1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2nd  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty  of  theft,  but  guilty  of 
violating  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due,  after  making  good  to  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Department  the  value  of  the  arms ;  to  be  indelibly  marked 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  long;  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the 
period  of  fifteen  months ;  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
and  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  prisoner  in  this  case  is  convicted  of  improperly  disposing 
of  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  on  his  owrn  confession  made  be¬ 
fore  trial ;  and  these  confessions  were  rightly  admitted  by  the 
Court. 
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The  evidence  of  verbal  confessions  of  guilt  is  to  be  received 
with  very  great  caution,  because  of  the  danger  of  mistake  from 
the  misapprehension  of  witnesses,  the  misuse  of  words,  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  accused  to  express  his  own  meaning,  the  infirmity  of 
human  memory,  and  because  the  prisoner's  mind  may  have  been 
oppressed  by  the  calamity  of  his  situation,  or  unduly  influenced 
by  motives  of  hope  or  fear  to  confess  uutruly. 

Before  listening  therefore  to  testimony  giving  the  confession  of 
a  party  on  trial,  the  Court  should  always  carefully  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  offered  confession  was  made, 
and  should  refuse  to  hfear  the  evidence  until  satisfied  upon  all  the 
fotegoing  points.  Subject  to  these  cautions  in  receiving  and 
weighing  them,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  deliberate  confessions 
Of  guilt  are  among  the  most  effectual  proofs  in  the  law.  Nor 
need  they  in  every  case  be  given  either  orally  or  in  writing. 
They  may  he  inferred  from  the  prisoner’s  conduct;  such  as  his 
silent  acquiescence  in  the  statements  of  others  respecting  him¬ 
self,  and  made  in  his  presence ;  provided  always  he  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  reply.  The  degree  of  credit  due  them  is  a  matter  for 
the  decision  of  the  Court,  which  may  repudiate  them  altogether 
if  convinced  of  their  falsity. 

.  They  should  be  rejected  if  unaccompanied  by  other  proofs  of 
the  corpus  delicti. 

In  the  proof  of  confessions  the  whole  of  what  the  prisoner  said 
on  the  subject  at  the  time  must  be  taken  together.  The  Judge 
Advocate  is  then  at  liberty  to  contradict  any  part  of  it  by  evi¬ 
dence;  and  the  Court  may  believe  that  part  which  charges  the 
prisoner,  and  reject  that  in  his  favor,  if  they  see  sufficient  grounds 
for  so  doing.  If  what  speaks  in  his  favor  is  not  contradicted  by 
evidence  offered  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  nor  improbable  in  itself, 
it  will  naturally  be  believed  by  t  he  Court ;  but  they  are  not  bound 
to  give  weight  to  it  on  that  account. 

Of  course,  before  any  confession  can  be  received  in  evidence 
in  a  criminal  case  it  must  be  shown  to  have  been  voluntary. 
The  course  of  practice  is  to  inquire  of  the  witness  whether  the 
prisoner  had  been  told  that  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  confess, 
or  worse  if  he  did  not;  or  words  to  that  effect. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  The  Court  having  properly  acquitted  the  prisoner  of 


6 


stealing,  though  his  taking  away  his  arms  was  highly  criminal, 
the  Department  Commander  mitigates  the  term  of  confinement  to 
sis  months,  and  remits  the  drumming  out.  As  thus  modified, 
the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

/  5th.  Private  William  Medigar,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2  —Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  Medigar ,  Com¬ 
pany  E,  2d  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  steal,  take,  and  carry  away  one 
Colt’s  revolver  and  sabre  belt  and  plate,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  E.  B.  Wells,  2d  Cavalry,  is 
responsible. 

All  this  at  Camp  Buggies,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of 
June,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  the  specification  2J  charge — Guilty  of  steal¬ 
ing  one  pistol  and  of  having  lost  or  otherwise  dis¬ 
posed  of  through  neglect,  one  sabre-belt  and  plate. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. . 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due  after  making  good  to  the 
Ordnance  Department  the  value  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements 
stolen  and  lost  or  disposed  of;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of 
fifteen  months;  then  to  have  his  head  shaved;  to  be  drummed 
twice  around  the  parade  at  Omaha  Barracks,  wearing  a  placard 
on  his  breast  and  back  with  the  word  “Thief”  thereon;  and  to 
be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

/  6th.  Private  James  H.  Dale ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 
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Specification — In  that  Private  James  II.  Dale,  Company  A,  9tli 
Infantry,  a  prisoner  in  confinement  at  Omaha  Barracks.  Neb., 
did  use  the  following  abusive  and  disrespectful  language  towaids 
Private  Charles  Ffaliler,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry,  a  sentinel  in 
charge  of  prisoners,  one  of  whom  he  {Dale)  wts,  viz:  “  I  wont 
take  up  this  grass  with  my  hands  for  any  Dutch  bastard  living,” 
or  words  to  that  effect;  and  did  say  :  “  I  will  put  a  head  on  you 
(meaning  Piivate  Pfuhler)  as  scon  as  I  get  out  of  the  guard 
house.” 

This  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  ol 
July,  1871. 

Flea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— ‘‘  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  mouths.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap- 
pioved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  execu'ed. 

7th.  Private  George  Ebert ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  George  Ebert.  Company  A,  9th 
Infantry,  did  become  so  drunk  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  his 
duty  as  a  soldier. 

This ,ou  the  25th.  26th,  27th  and  28th  days  of  July,  1S71,  at 
Omaha  Barracks,  Neb. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  in  a  dark  cell,  and  receive  for 
rations  only  bread  and  water,  for  the  period  of  seven  days;  and 
to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for 
the  period  of  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  .the  sentence  is  modified  so  that  the  prisoner  will  be 
confined  in  a  dark  cell  only  on  alternate  days;  and  as  mitigated 
will  be  duly  executed. 

I  8th.  Artificer  Abram  Teicilligar,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 


Specification — In  that  Artificer  Abram  Tewilligar.  Company  A. 
9th  Infantry,  did  become  so  drunk  as  to  be  unable  to  perform 
his  duty. 

This  on  the  24th,  25th,  26th,  27th  and  2S:h  days  of  July,  1871. 
at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  in  a  dark  cell,  receiving  for  ra¬ 
tions  only  bread  and  water,  for  the  period  of  seven  days;  and  to 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  but  the  sentence  is  modified  so  that  the  prisoner  will  be 
confined  in  a  dark  cell  -  nly  on  alternate  days ;  and  as  mitigated 
will  be  duly  executed. 

II- .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Ord  ;rs  No.  98, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
Edward  II.  Leib ,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
William  W.  McCammon,  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  ar¬ 
raigned  and  tried : 

^  1st.  Private  Paul  Sheets ,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Ch  arge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Paul  Sheets ,  Company  A, 
5tli  Cavalry,  did  provide  and  keep  intoxicating  liquor  in  his  tent 
in  canteens  and  kegs,  and  did  sell  the  same  by  the  glass  and  oth¬ 
erwise  to  the  enlisted  men  of  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry ;  thereby 
causing  drunkenness  and  disorder,  and  neglect  of  duty  and  dis¬ 
cipline  in  the  camp. 

This  at  the  camp  of  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry,  at  Fort  Laramie, 
W.  T.,  commencing  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of  May,  1871,  and 
continuing  until  arrested  for  the  offense. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification— Guilty,  except  of  the  para¬ 
graphs:  ‘*in  canteens  and  kegs,” — ‘‘thereby  caus¬ 
ing  drunkenness  and  disorder,  and  neglect  of  duty 
and  discipline  in  camp;”  substituting  for  the  words, 


“canteens  and  kegs,”  “in  a  keg;” — and  of  the  ex¬ 
cepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
prisoner  is  found  guilty  of  keeping  a  keg  of  whisky  secretty  in 
his  tent,  tire  contents  of  winch  he  has  been  in  the  practice  of  sell¬ 
ing  at  very  high  rates  to  his  fellow  soldiers  at  the  post.  He  is 
sentenced  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  of  his  pay. 

The  secret  keeping  and  selling  of  liquor  by  a  private  soldier,  is 
an  offense  of  such  gravity  that  its  discovery  should  be  attended 
by  the  severest  penalties.  The  Court  limits  its  punishment  to  a  fine 
of  ten  dollars  01113- ;  a  sum  which  the  prisoner,  if  justly  convicted, 
might  well  repay  himself  by  one  day’s  sales. 

It  being  difficult  and  inexpedient  to  re-convene  the  Court  for  a 
re-consideration  of  its  action,  the  sentence  is  confirmed  and  will 
be  executed ;  though  disapproved  as  utterly  inadequate,  and  as 
tending  to  impair  the  character  for  accurate  judgment  now  justly 
possessed  by  military  courts. 

2d.  Private  James  Montgomery,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Sleeping  on  post,  in  violation  of  the  4Gth  Article  of 
War. 

Pr.E  A— Guilty. 

Finding  -Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  time.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  forfeiture  of  pay  is  reduced  to  five  dollars  per 
month. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

’  3d.  Private  Joseph  McKenna ,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D,  two  aud  a  half  inches  long;  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
Stales  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  due  or  that  may  become; 
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due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress ;  and  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard,  wearing  a  ball 
weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  four 
feet  long,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  at  such  mil¬ 
itary  post  as  the  reviewing  authority  may  direct;  and  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  time  to  he  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed. 

The  sentence  will  be  duly  executed  at  the  post  where  the  pris¬ 
oner's  Company  may  be  serving;  provided  the  term  of  confine¬ 
ment  does  not  exceed  one  year. 


III.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Uussell,  VV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
No.  127,  current  senes  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Philip  A.  Ot'en,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Sobert  B.  Montgomery ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  ax'* 
raigned  and  tried : 

/  1st.  Private  James  McGouldrick,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  Guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  of 
his  monthly  pay  per  month  for  one  month,  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  a  period  of  thirty  days.” 


/ 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  William  B.  Fry ,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  William  B.  Fry.  Com¬ 
pany  E,  5tli  Cavaliy,  did  on  the  17th  day  of  October,  1S70,  at 
Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  \V.  T.,  take,  steal,  and  carry  away,  from  the 
quarters  of  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  one  Sharp's  altered  carbine, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  Captain  Philip 
Buyer,  5th  Cavalry,  was  responsible. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of 
October,  1S70. 
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Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Gnilly. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— G  nilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  to  he  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D.  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  then  to  be  confined  in 
such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Department 
shall  designate,  for  the  period  of  one  year.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  to  which  place  the  prisoner  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  under  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  Warden  of 
the  penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

/3d.  Private  William  Morgan ,  Company  G,  9th  Infantry, 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  William  Morgan ,  Company  G, 
9th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  soldier  properh'. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of 
July.  1871. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Specification— In  that  Private  William  Morgan ,  Company  G, 
9th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  man  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  his  Company 
Commander,  Captain  T.  B.  Burroioes ,  9th  Infantry,  and  whilst 
in  the  custody  of  a  non-commissioned  ofti;er  of  his  company,  did 
make  use  of  the  following  insulting  language,  viz:  “You  go  to 
hell,  God  damn  you,”  or  words  to  that  effect ;  said  language  be¬ 
ing  addressed  to  his  Company  Commander,  Captain  T.  B.  Bur- 
roices,  9th  Infantry,  he.  Captain  Burrowes,  being  then  and  there 
in  the  performance  of  lug  duty. 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  on  the  5th  day  of  July.  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
tnomhly  pay  per  month  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at 


hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  ’W.  T., 
wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  four 
foot  chain,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoner  was  a  very  serious  and  a  very  of¬ 
fensive  violation  ot  the  rules  of  military  discipline.  I  n  deference, 
however,  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members  ot  the  Court, 
and  in  view  also  of  the  general  character  given  him  by  his  com¬ 
pany  commander,  the  sentence  is  mitig'ated  to  forfeiture  and  con¬ 
finement  for  two  months.  The  ball  and  chain  are  remitted. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

/  4th.  Private  George  F.  Summerjield,  Company  L,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  till  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  two  and  one-hall  inches  long;  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States;  to 
have  his  head  shaved  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap. 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

/  5th.  Private  Frank  Abbott ,  Company  B.  5th  Cavalry'. 

Charge  1— Deseriion. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  Frank  Abbott .  Company 
B,  5th  Cavalry,  did  sell  or  lose  through  neglect,  or  otherwise, 
dispose  of,  one  Sharp’  improved  carbine,  one  sabre,  one  waist- 
belt  and  plate,  one  swing-belt  and  swivel,  one  saddle-blanket,, 
and  one  pair  spurs  and  straps,  the  property  of  the  United  States; 
all  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

This  at  Fort  I).  A.  Russell,  W.  T.  on  or  about  August  1st, 
1870. 

■  Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due  him;  to  be  dishonoiably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  l  e  indelibly  marked  on  the* 


left  liip  With  the  letter  D  two  an<l  one-half  inches  long;  and  then 
confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Department  Commander 
may  designate,  for  a  period  of  two  years.” 

The  proceedings,  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  cannot  be  approved  without  certain  modifications. 

Had  this  prisoner  been  found  guilty  solely  of  selling  bis  arms 
and  equipments,  the  punishment  of  imprisonment,  (which  lie,  no 
doubt,  abundantly  deserves.)  might  legally  be  enforced  in  a  pen¬ 
itentiary.  But  convicted,  as  he  has  been,  of  t-  soiling,  losing 
through  neglect,  or  otherwise  disposing  of,”  such  arms,  &c., 
there  is  no  certainty  from  the  finding  that  the  prisoner  has,  in 
fact,  committed  a  penitentiary  offense.  The  crime  of  selling  is 
very  different  from,  and  far  graver  than  that  of  negligently  los¬ 
ing  government  property.  The  one  is,  the  other  is  not,  an  of¬ 
fense  deserving  infamous  punishment.  In  drawing  the  pleadings 
in  a  case  like  this  under  the  3Sth  Article  it  is  therefore  advisable 
to  describe  the  prisoner’s  misconduct  in  at  least  two  specifications, 
wherever  doubt  exists  as  to  the  precise  mode  in  which  the  arms 
or  other  property  have  been  made  away  with.  One  of  these  should 
allege  that  prisoner  did  unlawfully  and  feloniously  sell  his  arms, 
&c. ;  the  other  that  he  did  negligently  lose,  or  otherwise  improp¬ 
erly  dispose  of  them.  The  findings  of  the  Court  could  then  be 
adapted  accurately  to  the  actual  offense  of  the  prisoner  as  shown 
in  the  evidence. 

So  much  of  the  sentence  as  imposes  on  the  prisoner  penitentiary 
imprisonment  for  two  years,  is  mitigated  to  confinement  at  bard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  six  months.  As  tints 
modified  the  sentence  is  approved  and  confirmed,  and  will  be 
duly  executed. 

The  dishonorable  discharge  will  be  given  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  imprisonment. 

IV.  •  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Stambaugh, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  Xo.  78.  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  James  IS. 
Brisbin ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Henry  G. 
Pratt ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

V.  ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Laramie.  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  Xo.  98,  current  series 
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from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Edicard  II.  Leih. 
5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  William  IT'.  Me  Com¬ 
mon ,  141  h  Infantry,  Judge  Advoeate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VI. ••The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Bridger,  W 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  121,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Robert  S. 
La  Mjtte ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Joseph  K.  Corson.  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  is  here¬ 
by  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska ,  August  1,  Wl. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No  49.  j 

First  Lieutenant  Jacob  A.  Augur,  5th  Cavalry,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Department  Commander  by  Para¬ 
graph  8,  Special  Orders  No.  292,  current  series,  from  the  War  De¬ 
partment,  is  hereby  announced  accordingly. 

Br  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  August  7,  1871. 


The  following  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  communicated 
in  endorsement  on  letter  of  Captain  Edwin  Pollock,  9th  Infantry, 
dated  Camp  Cameron,  July  11th,  1871,  in  the  case  of  Privates  Ed¬ 
win  G.  Clark  and  Noah  Uency,  Compnny  E,  9th  Infantry,  is  pub¬ 
lished  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned,  viz : — 


‘ADJUTANT  GENERAL’S  OFFICE, 
July  mh,  1871. 


Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commanding  General  Department  of 
the  Platte. 

The  Second  Comptroller  decides  that,  in  case  of  a  soldier  charged 
with  desertion,  an  acquittal  of  that  charge  and  conviction  of  ab¬ 
sence  without  leave  does  not  absolve  him  from  responsibility  for  ex¬ 
penses  of  apprehension. 

(Signed)  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General .” 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Four  McPherson. 

1.  Private  John  Fitzsimmons ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Patrick  McGranachan,  Company  L.  5th  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Sidney  P.  Oliver ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  William  Cummings.  Company  E,  5tli  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Benjamin  F.  Smith ,  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Simon  Calnon ,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  Edward  Lyons ,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Charles  S  Hunt ,  Company  O,  14lh  Infantry. 

6.  Private  1'homas  Barlow ,  Company  C.  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TIIE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  August  11,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

NO.  51.  5 

I — Before  a  General  Court  Martial,  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No. 
90,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
John  Mix ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Edward  G. 
Stevens.  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried  : 

1st.  Private  John  Fitzsimmons ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  John  Fitzsimmons,  Com¬ 
pany  F.  5th  Cavalry,  did  wilfully  and  maliciously  break  and 
destroy  a  portion  of  the  mess  furniture,  the  property  of  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry.  This  in  the  mess-room  of  his  company  at  North 
Platte  Station,  Neb.,  on  the  4tli  day  of  July,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he  was  so  much  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  of 
a  soldier.  This  at  North  Platte  Station,  Nob.,  July  4th,  1871. 


2 


Specification  3-In  this:  that  he,  when  being  taken  to  the 
guard-house  by  1st  Sergeant  Patrick  Davin ,  Company  F,  5th  Cav¬ 
alry,  did  violently  resist  the  said  1st  Sergeant  Davin.  This  at 
North  Platte.  Neb.,  July  4th,  1S71. 

PLka — To  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Guilt}'.  ✓ 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Guilty,  except 
the  words,  “wilfully  and  maliciously.” 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  nine  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  under  charge  ot  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  disapproved  The  record  fails 
to  show  what  members  were  present,  and  what,  if  any,  absent, 
on  the  day  of  trial  of  this  prisoner.  It  is  not  enough  to  state  in 
the  record  that  “  the  Court  proceeded  to  the  trial”  of  the  pris¬ 
oner.  It  is  essential  that  it  should  be  so  complete  as  to  enable 
the  reviewing  authority  to  see  at  a  glance  that  every  requisite 
for  the  legal  enforcement  of  the  sentence  has  been  adhered  to. 
The  inadvertence  of  the  Judge  Advocate  in  making  up  this  record 
has  made  it  impossible  to  decide  affirmatively  that  the  Court  was 
composed  of  the  legal  number  of  officers. 

The  prisoner  will  be  released  from  confinement. 


2d.  Private  Patrick  McGranachan,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 
Charge  1 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  2 — Drunkenness  on  duty  in  violation  of  the  45th 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  3— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 
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Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  Patrick  McGranachan , 
Company  L.  5th  Cavalry,  after  having  been  ordered  to  go  to  the 
guard-house  by  his  1st  Sergeant  David  Thaler ,  Company  L,  5th 
Cavalry,  did  say:  “  God  damn  you,  Thaler,  I  will  be  square  with 
you  yet,  and  fix  you  for  putting  me.  in  the  guard-house;”  or 
words  to  that  effect.  All  this  at  or  near  Fort  McPherson,  Neb., 
on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  July,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  nine  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  three  mouths,  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Sidney  P.  Oliver ,  Company  G.  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  that  are  or  may  become  due  him,  exe.  pt  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary  fatigue  clothing ;  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  period  of  eight 
months,  wearing,  for  that  time,  a  ball,  weighing  eighteen  pounds, 
attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  and  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  that  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  disapproved.  The  remarks 
of  the  reviewing  authority  upon  the  parallel  case  of  Private  Fitz¬ 
simmons ,  5th  Cavalry,  published  in  this  order,  are  applicable  to 
this  case.  The  prisoner  escapes  punishment  which  he  richly  de¬ 
serves,  on  a  technicality. 

Private  Oliver  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

II — Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  D. 
A.  Russell,  VV.  1\,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
127,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Philip  A.  Owen,  9tli  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
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Robert  H.  Montgomery,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  ar¬ 
raigned  and  tried : 

1st— Private  William  Cummings ,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — ■'*  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  per  month  for  three  months;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  tbe  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  regarded  ns  somewhat  severe  for  the  offense  com¬ 
mitted  by  tlie  prisoner ;  especially  as  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  he  is  an  habitual  drunkard  or  a  frequently  negligent  soldier. 
The  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  two  months,  and,  as  modi¬ 
fied,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Benjamin  F.  Smith.  Company  D,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D,  two  and  one-half  inches  long;  to  have  his  head  shaved, 
and  then  be  bngled  out  of  tbe  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Simon  Calnon ,  Company  K,  5tli  Cavalry. 

Ciiarge  1— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he  Private  Simon  Calnon ,  Com¬ 
pany  K.  5th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  being  a  prisoner  in  the  post  guard 
tent,  did  become  drunk,  and  did  use  abusive  language  toward  his 
Company  Commander.  Captain  J.  IF.  Mason ,  5th  Cavalry,  in 
these  words:  “  1  will  never  soldier  under  Captain  Mason :  he  is 
nothing  but  a  dirty  old  thief.”  This  at  Chug  Water  Station,  W. 
T.,  on  the  night  of  July  27, 1S71. 
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Specification  2— In  this,  that  he  did  use  abusive  and  threatening 
language  towards  Sergeant  Philip  Hanran ,  Company  K,  5th  Cav¬ 
alry,  being  at  that  time  Sergeant  ol  lie  Guard,  in  the  words :  “  I 
will  kill  you  to-morrow,  you  damned  old  dirty  son  of  a  b— h.” 
This  at  Chug  Water  Station  W.  T..  on  the  night  of  July  27th. 
1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specifications — Xot  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  FortD.  A.  Russell.  W.  T.,  for  a  period  of  six  months; 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.  The  first  thirty  days  of  his 
confinement  to  be  compelled  to  walk  in  front  of  Mo.  1,  carrying 
a  log  weighing  twenty-five  pounds  from  reveille  to  retreat  (thirty 
minutes  being  allowed  for  each  meal),  on  every  alternate  day; 
and  on  the  otf  days  to  be  placed  in  close  confinement.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  with  the  exception  of  those  under  the  first  specification 
to  the  2d  charge,  the  offense  alleged  in  which  should  have  been 
laid  under  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

The  sentence  is  also  approved,  but  in  view  of  the  prisoner's 
generally'  steady  character  and  freedom  from  habitual  intemper¬ 
ance,  is  so  mitigated  that  his  confinement  and  forfeiture  will  be 
for  two  months ;  and  he  will  be  made  to  carry  a  log  as  directed 
for  ten  days  only ;  and,  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  Edward  Lyons ,  Company  11. 9th  Infantry. 

Chakge.1 — Positive  and  wilful  disobedience  of  orders. 

Charge  2 — Disrespect  to  his  Commanding  Officer,  in  violation 
of  the  6tli  Article  of  War. 

Charge  3 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Edward  Lyons ,  Company  B. 
9th  Infantry,  did  address  to  his  Commanding  Officer,  Colonel 
John  II.  King.  9th  Infantry,  through  the  Regimental  Adjutant, 
1st  Lieutenant  Leonard  Hay.  9th  Infantry,  a  written  communica¬ 
tion,  as  follows,  to  say : 


“  Headquarters,  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T., 
July  31st,  1871. 

“  To  the  Adjutant  9 th  Infantry , 

Sir  —I  desire  respectfully  to  state  that  as  I  have  been  in  a 
very  bad  state  of  health  for  some  time  past,  and  as  this  state 
of  health  has  been  produced  by  sitting  in  a  constrained  position 
at  a  desk,  in  justice  to  myself  I  am  compelled  to  refuse  abso¬ 
lutely  to  work  any  longer  as  clerk  at  the  above  Headquarters. 

1  desire  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Frantz  to  be  examined. 

Awaiting  your  decision  in  this  matter,  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Edward  Lyons, 

Private  Co.  B,  9th  Infantry.” 

This  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  VV.  T.,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of 
the  Court,  the  sentence  is  remitted.  Private  Lyons  will  be  res¬ 
tored  to  duty. 

5th.  Private  Charles  8.  Hunt.  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  for  three 
months,  and,  as  modified,  will  be  duly  executed. 


6th.  Private  Thomas  Barlow ,  Company  C,  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months;  and  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving,  for  the  same  period.’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  forfeiture  of  pay  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the 
sentence,  will  be  duly  executed. 


HI. — The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  McPherson, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  No.  90,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  John  Mix , 
2*1  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Edward  G.  Stevens, 
5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 
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„r  : 

f  OjiahA  Barracks.. 

|  i.  Private  .Tames  IT.  Dale,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

'*2.  Private  James  Brogan,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  James  Kelly ,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  James  Barley.  Company  I.  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  "Charles  P.  Murphy.  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Cam i*  Dougi.as. 

1.  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth,  Company  I,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  John  8.  B.  I’atterson ,  Company  I.  13th  Infantry. 

Camp  Cameron. 

1.  Sergeant  Joseph  Clark ,  Company  E.  9rh  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Charles  C.  Chirk ,  Company  C.  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Charles  F.  Fcliham,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  John  Daly,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 


IIEADQUAR I ERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Xehraska,  August  12,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  52.  5 

I. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  :  t.  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
95,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
/mil's  AT.  Palmer.  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
John  IT.  Coale,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried: 

1st.  Private  James  II  Dale,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Neglect  of  duly,  10  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  that  lie,  Private  James  H.  Dale,  Company  A. 
9th  Infantry,  having  been  duly  mounted  as  a  member  of  the  post 
guard  and  placed  in  charge  of  two  prisoners,  did.  by  his 
neglect,  allow  said  prisoners  to  escape  from  him  after  over¬ 
powering  him  and  depriving  him  of  his  gun  and  accoutrements. 
All  this  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  June  6th,  1871. 

Charge  2— Desertion. 


Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty . 

Sentence. — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  with 
the  letter  D,  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  on  the  left  hip;  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  for  eighteen 
months;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  drummed  out  of  the 
United  States’  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  eight  months. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  James  Brogan,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilt3%  except  the  words  ap¬ 
prehended  in  Omaha.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  -iap- 
prehended  in  Omaha.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence— ”  To  forfeit  to  the  United  S  ites  id  pay  lfl  I'.lmv- 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  six  months; 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left 
hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  and 
drummed  out  of  the  United  States’  set  vice.” 

In  this  case  the  prisoner  asserts,  and  the  Court  in  its  findings 
under  the  specification  virtually  admits,  that  he  surrendered 
himself  to  the  authorities  after  an  unlawful  absence  of  four  days. 
It  is  a  belief  with  the  Department  Commander,  and  one  which 
has  its  foundation  both  in  policy  and  justice,  that  the  offense 
even  of  desertion,  when  so  soon  repented  of  and  atoned  for. 
should  be  dealt  with  leniently. 

The  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  The  sentence  is 
also  approved,  but  mitigated  so  as  to  read : 

To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due.  and 
ten  dollars  per  month  for  four  months;  and  to  be  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  two  months. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  James  Kelly.  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Change  -  Desertion. 

Plea  -  Guilty. 

Fin di  vg  -Guilty. 

Sentence— To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  be 
confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  ot  the  guard  for  the  period 
ot  one  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that,  time  to  have  his  head  shaved 
and  be  drummed  out  of  the  United  States’  service.*’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  James  Boicley.  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence —  ‘  To  forfeit,  to  the  United  States- all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  that  may  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked 
on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  long;  to  be 
confined  jn  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period 
of  eight  months;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  be  drummed  out 
of  the  United  States’  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Private  Charles  P.  Murphy.  Company  ('.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Vio’a  ion  of  the  50th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  Charles  P  Murphy.  Company  C. 
9th  Infantry,  being  on  duty  as  corporal  in  charge  of  ihu  guard 
on  the  2(ith  of  .July.  1871,  did  improperly  and  without  lawful 
authority,  permit  flu-  members  of  the  guard  to  absent,  themselves 
from  the  guard  tent  during  the  night  of  the  26th  of  July,  1871. 

This  at  or  near  Camp  Buggies.  Neb. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 
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Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  live  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  one  month. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  owing  to  the  previous  good  character 
of  the  accused,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  already  been  severely 
punished  for  the  offense  of  which  he  has  been  found  guilty.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  accused  erred  in  assuming  the  responsibility,  without  the 
permission  of  his  Commanding  Officer,  of  transferring  his  guard 
from  the  guard  cut.  to  the  commissary  building,  notwithstanding 
the  condition  in  which  the  former  had  been  put  by  the  violent 
tempest  then  raging.  But  it  was  an  error  of  judgment  merely 
and  in  no  degree  impairs  his  general  character  for  high  soldierly 
excellence  to  which  the  officers  who  know  him  bear  witness. 

The  sentence  is  remitted,  Private  Murphy  will  be  restored  to 
duty. 


II. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T..  inirsuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
124,  current  series  Irom  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Colonel  P.  R.  de  Trohriand ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Captain  Alfred  L.  Hough,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth,  Company  I,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he,  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth ,  Com¬ 
pany  1, 13th  Infantry,  did  unlawfully  and  without  authority  break 
into  the  quartermaster’s  store  house  at  Camp  Douglas.  U.  T., 
and  did  feloniously  steal,  take  and  carry  away  from  thence  seven 
sides  of  whang  leather  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  harness 
leather,  more  or  less,  the  property  of  the  United  States.  This  at 
Camp  Douglas.  U.  T.,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  he  did  unlawfully  and  without 
authority,  sell  to  one  Williqm  Gorringe ,  seven  sides  of  whang 
leather  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  harness  leather,  more  or  less, 
the  property  of  the  United  States.  This  at  or  near  Camp  Doug¬ 
las,  U.  T.,  on  or  about  the  20tli  day  of  March.  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this,  that  lie  did  unlawfully  break  into  the 
quartermaster’s  store-house  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  and  did 


feloniously  take,  steal,  and  carry  away  from  tlience  forty- font- 
ami  one-eighth  yards  of  six-fourths  dar.c  blue  cloth,  twenty- 
eight  and  one-half  yards  of  three-fourths  dark  blue  cloth,  fifty- 
one  and  one-half  yards  of  bleached  muslin,  all  the  property  of 
the  United  States;  which  articles  he.  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth. 
Company  I.  13th  Infantry,  did  unlawfully  sell  and  dispose  of,  to 
one  Thirkil. 

Ail  this  at  or  near  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T..  on  or  about  the  17th 
day  of  June.  1871. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — **To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  due  or 
that  may  become  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service;  and  to  be  confined  in 
such  penitentiary  as  t tie  reviewing  authority  may  direct,  for  the 
period  of  three  years  ” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  tins  ease  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison.  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


2d.  Private  John  S.  li.  Patterson.  Company  I.  13th  Infantry. 

CHAliGE  1—  Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this  that  lie,  Private  John  S.  li.  Patterson. 
Company  I.  13th  Infantry,  did.  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of 
March,  1871 .  feloniously  aid  and  abet  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth. 
Company  1. 13th  Infantry,  in  breaking  into  the  quartermaster's 
store-house  at  Camp  Douglas.  U.  T..  and  did  take,  steal,  and 
carry  away,  and  did  aid  and  abet  in  the  taking,  stealing,  and 
carrying  away  from  said  store-house  of  seven  sides  of  whang 
leather,  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  harness  leather,  more  or 
less,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  valued  at  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  lie,  did,  on  or  about  the  20th  day 
of  March,  1871,  wrongfully  aid  and  abet  Private  Oliver  Ainsworth. 
Company  1, 13th  Infantry,  in  silling  and  disposing  of,  to  one 
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William  Gorringe..  citizen,  seven  sides  of  wining  leather,  and 
two  hundred  pounds  of  harness  lea' her,  more  or  less,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  United  States,  knowing  them  to  he  such,  valued  at 
one  hundred  dollars. 

t’HAROE  2 — Desertion. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specifications — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge— Guilty,  except 
the  words  •*  take,  steal,  and  carry  away  and,"  and 
of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — -Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge—  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Gui.iy. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  due  or  that 
may  become  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service,  and  to  be  confined  in 
such  penitentiary  as  the  reviewing  authority  may  dirt  et  for  the 
period  of  three  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sen’ence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison.  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted 
under  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  Warden  of  the 
penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

ill. — Before  a  General  Court  Mar; nil,  which  convened  at  Camp 
Cameroc,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5.  Special  Order*  No. 
134.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
Edwin  Pollock.  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant-  Surgeon 
Charles  Alackin,  Medical  Dep  rtment.  Judge  Advocate,  were  nr" 
raigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Sergeant  Joseph  Clark.  Company  E.  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  23d  Article  of  War. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty, 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification— Guilty, 

Oftlv:  2d  specification— Guilty. 


7 

Of  tlie  3d  specification  — Guilty,  except  the  words 
•  to  procure  a  passage  to  the  East,"  and  of  the 
excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  he  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  soldier,  to 
be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  (tost  where  his  cotii- 
pany  may  be  serving,  wearing  a  ball,  weighing  twenty  pounds, 
attached  to  his  lefr  leg  by  a  chain  five  feet  long,  for  a  period  of 
ten  months,  to  forfeit  all  pay  that  may  become  due  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress,  during  the  same  period;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  said  period  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  case  the- proceedings  and  findings  are  approved. 

The  prisoner  admits  having  on  one  occasion  proposed  to  Private 
Asft  to  desert  the  service,  but.  denies  having  done  so  subse¬ 
quently.  Private  Ash  testifies  that  he  made  two  later  attempts  to 
pursuade  him  to  desert. 

The  two  men  sworn  by  Ash  to  have  been  present  at  and  shar¬ 
ing  in  the  second  conversation  between  Ash  and  the  prisoner, 
have  since  deserted;  and  at  the  third,  Ash  asserts  that  no  others 
were  present.  Under  this  state  of  proofs,  the  reviewing  autho¬ 
rity  is  reluctant  to  enforce  the  sentence  in  all  its  severity  against 
a  prisoner  whose  means  of  defeuc  -  may  have  been  taken  from 
him  by  the  desertion  of  O'Donnell  and  O'Connell.  It  is  very 
clear,  however,  that  lie  lias,  by  his  own  admission,  forfeited  all 
present  claims  to  confidence  or  trust,  and  can  no  longer  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  hold  the  responsible  position  of  a  non-commissioned 
officer. 

The  sentence  is  approved  but  mitigated  to  read  as  follows: 

To  bejeduced  to  the  ranks;  to  iorteit  ten  dollars  of  his  pay 
pe:  month  for  three  months;  and  to  be  confined  under  charge  of 
the  guard,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty  pounds  attached  to 
his  left  leg  by  a'  five-foot  chain  for  the  same  period. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Privat-  Charles  C.  Clark,  Company  C.  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification—  Iu  that  he,  Private  Charles  C.  Clark ,  Company 


C.  2d  Cavalry,  being  ordered  by  his  Company  Commander,  Cap¬ 
tain  E.  J.  Spaulding ,  2d  Cavalry,  to  make  a  copy  of  a  map  of  1st 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Gregg's  line  of  march  to  Fort  Hayes,  Kansas, 
did,  though  well  able  to  do  so  positively  and  wilfully  refuse  to 
obey  said  order.  This  at  Camp  Cameron,  Nebraska,  on  or  about 
July  23d,  1871. 

Pi.e.v— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence  — •To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  ac  the  post  whe  e  his  company  may  be  serving,  wearing  a 
twenty-pound  piece  ot  iron,  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States  ail  of  his  monthly  pay  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress,  for  the  same  period.” 

In  this  case  the  proceedings,  with  a  single  exception,  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

A  prisoner  who  pleads  guilty  should  not  be  permitted  to  open  a 
defence  to  the  chaiges  by  calling  and  examining  witnesses,  as  if 
he  had  pleaded  not  guilty;  for  he  admits  by  his  plea  that  he  has  no 
defence.  Of  course  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to  direct  the  Judge 
Advocate  to  call  such  witnesses  as  it  may  desire  for  its  better  un¬ 
derstanding,  notwithstanding  such  plea  of  the  accused,  and 
should  do  so  if  it  has  reason  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  extenu¬ 
ating  or  explanatory  circumstances;  or  if  it  sees  that  the  accused 
is  so  ignorant  or  so  dull  as  to  be  throwing  away  his  case.  The 
only  point  to  which  a  prisoner  is  entitled  to  offer  testimony  after 
admitting  his  guilt  by  plea,  is  his  past  general  character.  The 
Court  cannot  go  into  this  question  unless  first  opened  by  the  pris¬ 
oner;  but  should  the  latter  do  this,  testimony  in  rebuttal  may 
then  be  introduced  by  the  Judge  Advocate  or  called  for  by  the 
Court. 

The  pri>oner,  in  this  case,  while  admitting  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  specification,  claims  that  the  order  which  he  disobeyed  was 
not  a  legal  order.  To  entitle  him  to  offer  the  evidence  bearing 
on  this  point,  which  is  now  excepted  to  as  having  been  errone¬ 
ously  admitted,  he  should  have  pleaded  guilty  to  the  specification 
and  not  gnilty  to  the  charge. 

An  enlisted  man  cannot,  of  course,  be  prevented  from  refusing 
to  obey  an  order  given  him  by  his  officer;  but  in  so  doing  he  acts 
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at  his  peril.  It  his  refusal  is  without  justification,  he  deserves 
and  receives  punishment.  The  order  rtceived  by  the  prisoner  in 
this  case  was  clearly  lawful,  and  should  have  been  at  once 
obeyed. 

The  findings  and  sentence  are  approved,  but  the  sentence  is 
mitigated  to  read  as  follows: 

To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post 
where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six  months, 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars^per  month  of  his 
pay  for  the  same  period. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  Charles  F.  Feltham ,  Company  C.  2d  Cavalry- 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Peea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilt)  ;  except  the  words 
“  when  (  n  such  duty,”  and  of  the  excepted  words 
—Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  wearing  a 
ball,  weighing  twenty  pounds,  attached  to  his  right  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  sixty  days.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  John  Daly ,  Company  C,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification — Guilty ;  except  the  words  “when 
on  such  duly,”  and  of  the  excepted  words — Not 
Guilty 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  undercharge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  wearing  a 
ball,  weighing  twenty  pounds,  attached  to  his  right  leg  by  a 
chain  five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  sixty  days.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence,  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
By  Command' of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


Official.  - 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Aide-de-Camp. 


1  / '  ^ 


G.  C.  M. 

t  Fred.  Steele. 

/,  Company  H,  13tli  Infantry, 
te,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 
Private  James  Drisbrow.  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

*  i  4.  Private  Thomas  Hayes ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 
t  u  5.  Private  Joseph  E.  Best .  Company  A,  13tli  Infantry. 

Camp  Douglas. 

H.  Corporal  Edward  Carey ,  Company  I,  13th  Infantry. 
«/2  .  Private  Bichard  Doran ,  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 
*/3.  Private  John  Myers .  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

Omaha  Barracks. 

(/ \.  Corporal  Beese  H.  Long ,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  August  23,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  53.  j 

I.— Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
120,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Henry  A.  Morrow ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
2d  Lieutenant  Jesse  C.  Chance ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Hanson  Kelly ,  Company  H.  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  due  or  that 
may  become  due,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  nine  months,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and. the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Donohue ,  Company  H.  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence.— 1-To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  due  or 
that  may  become  due,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge 
of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  nine  months,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States.’' 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  James  Drisbrow,  Company  A,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  to  become 
due,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  for  the  reason  that  the  prisoner  is  a 
man  of  so  weak  mind  as  to  be,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  irre¬ 
sponsible  for  his  acts  and  unfit  for  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Thomas  Hayes ,  Company  H,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this  that  he.  Private. Thomas  Hayes .  Com¬ 
pany  11,  13th  Infantry,  has  been,  during  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  constantly  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor,  and 
has.  without  just  provocation,  quarreled  with  and  abused  by  in¬ 
sulting  language,  several  of  the  privates  of  his  company,  to  wit: 
Privates  D.  Shannon .  Enright ,.  and  others.  All  this  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  procuring  his  discharge  from  the  service, 
saying:  “I  anf  trying  to  get  my  discharge,  and  I  will  try  to  get 


my  discharge.”  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele.  W.  T.,  during  the 
months  of  June  and  July.  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Thomas  Hayes,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  13th  Infantry,  did,  in  the  company  quarters,  without 
provocation,  call  Sergeant  William  H.  Bentley,  Company  H,  13th 
Infantry,  in  the  presence  of  the  $aid,  Sergeant  Bentley ,  and  many 
of  the  company,  “A  damned  cur.”  This  at  Ford  Fred  Steele, 
YV.  T.,  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  1S71. 

Specification  3— In  this  that  he,  Private  Thomas  Hayes ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  13th  Infantry,  did  knowingly  falsely  accuse  Privates  D. 
Shannon  and  John  F.  Enriyht  of  the  same  company,  of  theft; 
saying  to  them,  without  just  or  reasonable  foundation  for  the 
charge.  *‘You  have  stolen  my  checks.”  or  words  to  that  eftect, 
and  did  enter  into  and  foment  a  quarrel  with  the  said  Private 
Enriyht  in  the  company  quarters;  thereby  disturbing  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  his  company.  This  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on 
the  24th  day  of  July,  1871. 

Specification  4 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Thomas  Hayes ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  13th  Infantry,  did,  in  and  upon  the  person  of  Private 
John  F.  Enright .  Company  II.  13th  Infantry,  violently  make  an 
assault,  and  did  endeavor  to  rob  him,  said  Private  Enright  of 
checks,  his  ( Enright's )  private  property,  of  the  value  one  dollar. 
All  this  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of 
July,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words. 

Has  been  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  con¬ 
stantly  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor.” 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  4th  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification— Guilty,  except  the  word 
“  constantly.” 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty'. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  thirty  days,  and  then  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 
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The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  ease  are  approved.  That 
portion  of  the  sentence  which  inflicts  dishonorable  discharge, 
is  disapproved,  this  being  alleged  in  the  specification  to  have 
been  the  avowed  motive  of  the  prisoner’s  misconduct.  To  enforce 
this  portion  of  the  sentence  would  be  to  offer  a  premium  for 
insubordination  and  drunkenness.  The  remainder  of  the  sent.eqpe, 
is  approved  and  confirmed,  and  will  be  duly  executed. 

oth.  Private  Joseph  E.  Best ,  Company  A,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty.  .  ;  . 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ali  pay  and -allow¬ 
ances  now  due,  and  to  make  good  the  time  lost  by  desertion. 

The  court  is  thus  lenient  on  account  of  the  prisoner’s  previous 
good  character,  his  voluntary  surrender,  and  his  evident  repent¬ 
ance  of  his  crime.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
124,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
P.  B.  Be  Trtbriand ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Alfred  L.  Hough ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advcate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Corporal  Edward  Carey ,  Company  1, 13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  4ath  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  sentinel 
and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for 
the  period  of  two  mouths.” 

In  this  case  the  first  witness  against  the  prisoner  testified  to 
seeiug  him  gambling  in  the  guard  room  on  the  day  alleged. 
The  next  witness  for  the  prosecution  was  not  interrogated  by  the 
Judge  Advocate  on  this  point.  Tne  prisoner  then  re-called  this 
latter  witness  as  his  own,  and  asked  him:  “Did  you  see  me 


5 


gamblingon  the  day  Specified? - “I  did” - “What  part  bf 

the  guard  house  was  it  in? — The  Court  ruled  out  this  latter 
question  as  irrelevant,  on  the  objection  of  a  member. 

The  objection  was  not  well  taken,  and  the  action  of  the  court 
was  harsh  and  might  have  greatly  injured  the  prisoner's  defence. 
It  is  not  impossible  (though  not  conceivable  in  the  present  case) 
that  the  prisoner  knew,  the  first  witness  to  be  wilfully  or  in¬ 
advertently  in  error  in  his  statement,  and  made  the  second 
witness  his  own  for  the  express  purpose  of  showing  the  error, 
and  thereby  discrediting,  or  at  least  shaking,  the  rest  of  the 
evidence  of  the  first.  Assuming  for  the  moment  that  the  first 
witness  was  testifying  falsely,  the  court  prevented  the  defence 
from  showing  this  by  excluding  the  question  quoted  above,  for 
the  two  witnesses  might  have  contradicted  each  other  on  the 
point.  On  general  principles  therefore  the  exclusion  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  in  violation  of  the  established  rules  of  evidence.  Of 
course  no  imputation  is  intended  against  the  first  witness  in  this 
particular  case;  the  assumption  of  his  falsity  being  merely 
argumentative. 

With  the  foregoing  exception  the  proceeding,  findings,  and 
sentence  are  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be 
duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  Bichard  Doran ,  Company  G,  I3tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

In  consideration  of  the  prisoner’s  voluntary  surrender  the  for¬ 
feiture  of  pay  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be 
duly  executed. 

The  forfeiture  of  all  pay  and  allowances  due  at  date  of  prison¬ 
er’s  ret  urn  from  desertion  results  from  the  operation  of  law,  and 
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the  Court  properly  refrained  from  including  it  in  the  provision? 
of  the  sentence. 

3d.  Private  John  Myers ,  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

OHAKGE—Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  torfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  prisoner’s  voluntary  return  took  place  after  the  lapse  of 
too  much  time  to  afford  much  reason  for  supposing  it  to  have 
been  the  result  of  regret  for  his  crime.  Mainly,  therefore,  on 
the  ground  of  his  past  excellent  character  and  faithful  service, 
and  the  want  of  pre-meditation  and  deliberation  in  his  act,  the 
fine  is  mitigated  to  five  dollars  per  month. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

III.  .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb  ,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No.  95, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
Innis  N.  Palmer ,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John 
H.  Coale ,  9tli  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : 

1st.  Corporal  Becse  11.  Long.  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  six  months;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches 
long,  on  the  left  hip,  and  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  imprisonment  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the 
sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  - 


IV.. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  95, 'current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  1.  JV. 
Palmer .  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  11. 
Coale ,  9th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 


Bv  Command  of  Buigadikk  Gknehai,  Algok: 


GEO.  D.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


■  o<-L 


G.  C  M. 

Fort  Laramie. 

Peter  liiley ,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Philip  Backert ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 
Patrick  Hickey ,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 
William  H.  Conley ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 
John  Manley.  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 
George  Hague ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 
George  House ,  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 
John  H  Moore ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 
John  M.  Brak  y.  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 
Perry  Henry.  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 
Thomas  M.  Ort ,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  August  29,  1871. 

GEN  KRAI.  ORDERS*  ) 

No.  54.  5 

1.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2.  Special  Orders  No. 
141,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Augustus  II.  B  linbrulge.  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  M.  O  Reilly,  Medical  Department, 
Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Peter  Riley ,  Company  I,  14"h  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  f  >rfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due;  to  have  his  head  shaved;  to  be  indelibly  mark¬ 
ed  with  the  letter  D  two  inches  long,  on  the  left  hip;  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States;  to  be 


drummed  out  of  the  service;  and  to  be  confined  for  the  period  of 
two  years  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  may 
direct.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted 
under  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the 
penitentiary  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


2d.  Private  Philip  Backert,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  4Gth  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  Uniled  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved;  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “three  months” 
instead  of  “  six  months,”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  Patrick  Hickey ,  Company  I.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Sleeping  on  post,  in  violation  of  the  4Gth  Article  of 
War. 

Charge  2— Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th 
Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  six  months ;  and  to  bfe 
confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  eight 
months;  the  first  seven  days  of  each  month  to  be  spent  in  solitary 
confinement  on  bread  and  water  diet,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
time  to  be  spent  at  hard  labor.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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4th.  Private  William  H.  Conley ,  Company  M,  5th. Cavalry. 

Charge— Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  9tli  Article 
of  War. 

Pi.ea—' To  the  1st  specitication— Guilty,  except  the  words  “be¬ 
ing  regularly  detailed  and  on  duty  in  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  as  carpenter and  of  the  except¬ 
ed  words— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “  be¬ 
ing  regnlaily  detailed  and  on. duty  in  the  Quarter¬ 
master's  Department  as  carpenter and  of  the  except¬ 
ed  words— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words 
“regularly  detailed  and;”  and  of  the  excepted 
words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words 
“regularly  detailed  and;”  and  of  the  excepted 
words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  three  calendar  months,  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  - 

The  past  character  of  the  prisoner  being  sworn  to  by  his  com¬ 
pany  commander  as  very  good,  it  is  not  improbable  he  believed 
lie  was  justified  in  what  he  did.  The  sentence  is  therefore 
mitigated  to  confinement  for  one  month  and  forfeiture  of  ten 
dollars  of  his  pay ;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Private  John  Manley ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45tli  Article 
of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


4 


Sentence— ‘*To  be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the 
period  of  two  months;  the  first  seven  days  of  each  month  to  be 
spent  in  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water  diet,  the 
remainder  of  the  time  to  be  spent  at  bard  labor.’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  The  solitary  confinement  and  bread  and  water  diet  are 
remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


6th.  Private  George  Hague,  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  maiked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  conliimed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


7th.  Private  George  House ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
all  pay  and  allowances  that  arc  or  may  become  due  him  except 
the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary  clothing;  to  be 
indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D  two  and  a  half  inches  long  on 
the  left  hip  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service. 


Tlie  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  consideration  of  the  youth  of  the 
accused. ’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


8th.  Private  John  11.  Moore.  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — *‘To  be  confined  at  haul  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due.  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D,  two  and  a 
half  inches  long,  on  the  left  hip;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his 
head  shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  service." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

In  consideration  of  the  testimony  to  the  prisoner's  past  steady 
character,  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  six  months, 
and  the  shaving  of  the  head  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sen¬ 
tence  will  be  duly  executed. 


9th.  Private  John  HI.  Brakey ,  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — uTo  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D.  two  and  a 
half  inches  long,  on  the  left  hip;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 


G 


term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged ;  to  have  his 
head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  testimony  to  the  prisoner’s  past  good 
character,  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  fifteen  months. 
\s  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


10th.  Private  Perry  Henry ,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — D  esert  ion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D,  two  and  a 
half  inches  long,  on  the  left  hip ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his 
head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  testimony  to  the  prisonei’*s  past  good 
character,  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  fifteen  months. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


11th.  Private  Thomas  M.  Ort ,  Company  1, 14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion, 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve-pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D. 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  eighteen 
months.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  1).  BUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official. 


Aide-de-Camp . 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TH1 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  A 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 


No.  5f 


/  I. ..The  action  of  the  Department  Commander,  approving  and  con¬ 
firming  the  findings  and  sentence  in  the  case  of  Private  John  Ford, 
Company  I,  2d  Cavalry,  as  published  in  General  Orders  No.  37, 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte,  June  2,  1871,  is  hereby  re¬ 
scinded,  and  the  findings  and  sentence  in  the  case  are  disapproved, 
in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

‘‘To  justify  the  findings,  it  is  undoubtedly  necessary  that  there 
should  be  satisfactory  proof  of  the  consent  of  the  soldier  to  the  im¬ 
plied  agreement  or  understanding,  which  he  is  accused  in  the  speci¬ 
fication  of  violating. 

The  prisoner  denies  that  he  knew  of  such  agreement,  and  there 
is  no  proof  of  notice  to  him,  to  overcome  this  denial;  while  it  is  af¬ 
firmatively  shown  that  he  did  not  obtain  from  his  company  com¬ 
mander,  his  approval  of  the  checks  as  alleged  in  the  specification. 
but  that  the  checks  were  signed  by  this  officer  without  the  solicita¬ 
tion  of  the  prisoner,  after  credit  had  been  given  on  them  by  the 
Trader. 

Captain  Noyes  testifies  also  that  the  agreement  was  that  he  would 
approve  credit  within  a  certain  limit,  and  that  the  aggregate  amount 
of  Private  Ford's  checks  during  the  time  laid  in  the  specification, 
exceeded  this  limit.  So  that  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  portion 
of  indebtedness  which  he  failed  to  pay  was  not  at  all  within  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  whether  he  knew  of  it  or  not.” 

Accordingly,  the  fine  imposed  upon  Private  Ford  will,  be  refund¬ 
ed  on  the  next  pay-roll  of  his  company. 

In  all  similar  cases  hereafter,  it  must  appear  in  evidence  that  the 
signature  of  the  Company  commander,  upon  the  order  or  check  giv¬ 
en  the  Post  trader  by  the  soldier,  was  obtained  before,  not  after,  the 
use  of  said  check  in  the  purchase  of  goods.  The  method  adopted 
by  the  Company  commander  in  the  case  in  question,  (a  method 
wholly  without  precedent  so  far  as  known,)  of  signing  his  men’s 
checks  at  the  end  of  the  month,  under  a  special  agreement  with  the 
Trader,  cannot  be  permitted.  Nor  may  the  Company  commander 
in  any  case  sign  such  checks  in  blank.  Company  commanders  are 
further  cautioned  against  encouraging  their  men  in  the  incurring  of 
considerable  debts  by  purchase  of  goods  on  credit. 


Inasmuch  as  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  as  well  as  by  the  ex¬ 
press  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Post  Traders  are  not  permit¬ 
ted  to  collect  at  the  pay  table,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  debts  due 
them  from  enlisted  men,  the  form  of  the  check  used  in  Ford's  case 
is  objectionable,  and  the  following  is  to  be  preferred  : — 

Fort - , - ,  1811. 

In  consideration  of  his  approval  and  endorsement,  I  hereby  prom¬ 
ise  the  Commanding  Officer  of  my  Company,  Captain  A. —  B.— , 
Co-  —  —  Reg’t.  of—,  that  I  will  pay  to  C.—  D.— ,  Post  Trader, 
immediately  after  my  next  payment,  by  the  Paymaster,  the  sum  of 
—  dollars,  for  value  received. 

Private,  Co. - , - Reg’t.  of - . 

Approved  : 

( Signed )  A. - B. - , 

Captain - Reg’t.  of - . 

11. . .Commanding  officers  of  posts  are  advised  that  the  practice  of 
granting  seven  days  leave  to  officers,  with  authority,  at  the  expiration 
thereof,  to  take  advantage  of  leaves  already  granted  from  Depart¬ 
ment  or  superior  Headquarters,  is  irregular  and  will  be  discontin¬ 
ued. 

111.. .Commanding  officers  sending  prisoners  to  the  Fort  Madison 
penitentiary,  Iowa,  will  cause  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  be  notified,  by  telegraph,  one  day  in  advance  of  the  arrival 
of  the  guard  at  Omaha,  to  the  end  that  detention  of  the  party  en- 
route  may  be  obviated  by  sending  traiportation  to  meet  it  at  the 
depot  in  this  city. 

IV... General  Orders  No.  7,  current  series  from  these  Headquar¬ 
ters,  announcing  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Rawlins,  Utah  Ter- 
ritory,  is  hereby  revoked. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 


1.  Private  Samuel  Devine,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Fort  Bridger. 

1.  Private  James  Minehon,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Albert  L.  Beardsley ,  Company  G.  13th  Infantry. 

Camp  Stambaugh. 

1.  Private  William  Wynne ,  Company  K,  13th  Infantry. 
f'1.  Private  John  Riley,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

/  3.  Private  William  B.  Benneberger.  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 
Fort  McPherson. 

/  1.  Private  William  Armstrong,  Company  H,  3th  Cavalry. 

/  %r  Private  George  E.  Wilson,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry. 

I  3.  Private  Philip  W.  Hillsman,  Company  II.  5th  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  September  1,  1871. 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders 
No.  127,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Philip  A,  Owen,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Robert  II.  Montgomery.  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Samuel  Devine,  Company  C,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence. — To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due  him ;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on 
the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D  two  and  one-half  inches  long;  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  to  have 
his  head  shaved  and  then  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  In  view  of  the  prisoner’s  excellent  character  as  a  soldier 
for  seven  years,  and  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
members  of  the  Court,  the  sentence  Is  mitigated  to  two  month's 
confinement  under  guard,  and  as  modified  Will  be  duly  executed. 

The  forfeiture  of  pay  and  allowances  to  the  date  of  apprehen¬ 
sion,  results  from  tho  operation  of  law. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Bridger,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  3.  Special  Orders  No.  140. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Msljor 
Robert  S.  LaMotte ,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Joseph  K.  Corson ,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  James  Minehon ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge— Abseuce  without  leave. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Gu  il  ty . 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to 
be  confined  at  hard  'abor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Albert  L.  Beardsley .  Company  G,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this  that  he,  Private  Albert  L.  Beardsley, , 
Company  G,  13th  Infantry,  having  been  properly  detailed  under, 
the  provisions  of  a  communication  dated,  Headquarters  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Platte,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  oth,  1871,  (said 
communication  authorizing  the  detail  of  reliable  privates  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  required  in  General  Orders  No.  23,  current  series 
from  those  Headquarters)  and  having  been  duly  warned  at  retreat 
roll-call  of  the  second  day  of  August,  1871,  for  duty  as  room 
orderly,  to  perform  the  duties  ordered  in  Paragraph  3,  General 
Orders  No.  23.  current  series,  Headquartertcrs  Department  of 
the  Platte;  did  absent  himself  from  his  company  and  quarters 
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without  permission  from  proper  authority,  after  retreat  of  the  2d 
day  of  August,  1871,  and  did  remain  absent  until  after  reveille 
of  the  2d  day  of  August.  1S71.  thereby  neglecting  his  duty  of 
guarding  arms  and  accoutrements  in  his  squad  room.  This  at 
Fort  JBridger,  IV.  T.,  on  ihe  dates  above  specified. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Albert  L.  Beardsley , 
Company  G,  13th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  be  confined  in  the 
post  guard  house,  did,  without  just  cause  and  provocation,  strike 
1st  Sergeant  John  Heuttenmuelltr .  Company  G,  13th  Infantry, 
(the  latter  being  in  the  execution  of  his  duty)  at  the  same  time 
making  use  of  the  following  disrespectful  language,  to-wit:  “You 

will  put  me  in  the  guard  house,  you  d - d  son  of  a  b - h,”  or 

words  to  that  effect. 

This  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T.,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  day  of 
August,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— G  u  il  ty . 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the 
period  of  two  months,  the  first  five  days  in  solitary  confinement 
on  bread  and  water,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  at  hard  labor; 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  prisoner  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  his  company  com¬ 
mander  to  be  in  general  an  excellent  and  steady  soldier.  This 
was,  no  doubt,  taken  partially  into  consideration  by  the  Court  in 
measuring  the  punishment  for  his  very  grave  offense. 

HI.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Stambaugh,  W.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2.  Special  Orders  No. 
121,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Edwin  F.  Townsend,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutcntant 
John  B.  Guthrie,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  William  Wynne ,  Company  K,  13lh  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 
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Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  four  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
U.  S.  Government  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  tor 
the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  is  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  he  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  John  Riley.  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  John  Riley ,  Company 
B,  2d  Cavalry,  when  ordered  to  go  to  his  company  quarters,  by 
his  company  commander,  did  disobey  said  order.  This  at  Camp 
Stambaugh,  \V.  T..  on  the  I7th  day  of  August,  1871. 

Charge  2— Absence  without  leave. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty.' 

Sentence.— “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  the  period  of  five  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  States,  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the 
same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “  three  months  ” 
instead  of  “five  months,”  and,  as  mitigated,  will  be  duly 
executed. 


3d.  Private  William  B.  Ilenneberger ,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  loss  of  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are 
now  due,  or  that  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the 
laundress;  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Com- 
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□landing  General  of  the  Department  may  direct,  for  the  period 
of  two  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


IV.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No. 
143,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  A.  Carr,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
Earl  D.  Thomas ,  oth  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocale,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  William  Armstrong,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he.  Private  William  Armstrong. 
Company  II,  5th  Cavalry,  when  lawfully  ordered  to  the  guard 
tent  bv  Sergeant  Samuel  Thompson,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry. 

did  positively  refuse  to  go.  and  did  say,  “I’ll  be  d - d  if  I  will 

go,  and  you  have  not  got  the  sand  to  take  me  there,  you  G - d 

d - d  son  of  a  b - ,  you  G - d  d - d  bastard or  words  to 

that  effect.  All  this  at  or  near  Plum  Creek  Station,  Nebraska, 
on  or  about  the  IStli  day  ol  July,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
Stales  tlie  sum  of  five  dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  during  the  same 
period  of  time.” 

lie  proceeding,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap_ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  George  E.  Wilson ,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Drunkenness  on  duty, in  violation  of  the  45th  Article’ 
of  War. 

Charge  2— Assault  With  intent  to  kill,  to  the  prejndiceof  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

Specification  1 — Tn  this  that  he.  Private  George  E.  Wilson, 
Company  H,  oth  Cavalry,  did  with  malice  aforethought  and  with 
intent  to  kill,  fire  one  shot  from  a  Colt’s  revolver  through  his 
tent  in  the  direction  of  the  picket  line  of  a  detachment  of  Com¬ 
pany  H,  oth  Cavalry,  the  said  shot  having  been  fired  at  Private 
John  Bannon ,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  thereby  endangering 
the  lives  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  said 
detachment,  they  being  on  duty  at  or  near  the  picket  line  groom¬ 
ing  their  horses.  All  this  at  or  near  Plum  Creek  Station, 
Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  14tli  day  of  July,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he,  Private  George  E.  Wilson , 
Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  did  without  cause  or  provocation  what¬ 
ever,  assault  Px-ivate  John  Bannon  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry,  with 
a  Colt’s  revolver,  pm-suing  said  Bannon ,  and  saying:  “  Where 

is  that  son  of  b - h  of  a  Bannon ,”  or  words  to  that  effect;  and 

thereupon  with  aforethought  and  malice,  did,  with  intent  to  kill, 
fire  three  shots  from  said  Colt’s  revolver  at  said  Private  Bannon. 
All  this  at  or  near  Plum  Creek  Station,  Nebraska,  oii  or  about 
the  14th  day  of  July,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specifications — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Guilty,  except 
the  woi-ds,  “  with  malice  aforethought  and,”  and 
of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words,  “  without  cause  or  provocation  whatever,” 
and  the  words,  “with  aforethought  and  malice 
and,”  and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  all  pay  now  due  or  that  may  become 
due  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be  dishonorably 
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discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States;  to  be  confined  in 
such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Department 
shall  determine,  for  one  year.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members 
of  the  court  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  at  hard 
labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  three  months,  and  forfeiture 
of  eight  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  tor  the  same  period ;  and  as 
modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Philip  W.  Hillsman,  Company  II,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— -Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
and  military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Philip  W.  Hillsman.  Com¬ 
pany  H,  oth  Cavalry,  did  allow  a  prisoner.  Private  Joseph  Neilan , 
Company  II,  5th  Cavalry,  consigned  to  his  charge  to  escape. 
This  on  the  night  of  the  Oth  of  August,  1871,  while  on  duty  as 
escort  enroute  from  Fort  Kearny,  Neb.,  to  Fort  McPherson, 
Nebraska. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the, 
guard  for  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  the  sentence  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The  testimony, 
however,  shows  that  the  accused  was  not  regularly  posted  as  a 
sentinel  by  the  corporal,  nor  did  lie  regularly  receive  his  instruc¬ 
tions  as  such.  The  responsibility  therefore  for  the  escape  of  the 
prisoner  in  charge  of  the  guard,  it  would  seem,  should  be  divided 
with  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  detachment,  who  should  have 
seen  that  the  guard  duty  was  property  performed;  and  with  the 
corporal,  who  should  have  regularly  posted  the  sentinel  and  have 
seen  that  he  was  properly  instructed. 

The  sentence  is  therefore  mitigated  to  read  as  follows : 

To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one 
month,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay. 
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As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

V..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fred.  Steele, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  120,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Henry  A.  Morrow,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
Jesse  C.  Chance,  13th  Infantry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dis¬ 
solved. 


Br  Command  ok  Brigadiku  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 


Assistant  Adjutant  General . 


Aide-de-Camp. 


Fort  Fetterman. 


G.  C  M. 


J, 1.  Private  Joseph  Gould.  Company  D.  14th  Infantry. 

J 2.  Private  Henry  Zander ,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Alvaro  Smith.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry, 
t  4.  Private  Gottfried  Schweitzer ,  Company  I),  14th  Infantry. 

\  ■ I  ».  Private  James  Callaghan ,  Company  D.  1  Ith  Infantry. 

i/  G.  Private  James  Coyle.  Company  D.  14th  Infantry. 

\  i/  7.  Private  John  W.  Umphrey,  Company  T).  14th  Infantry, 

I  *1  8.  Private  Winfield  S.  Hill.  Company  D.  14th  Infantry. 

•/».  Private  Ervin  Wickard,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  Philip  J.  Wickard,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry, 
c/ll.  Private  James  Gartlatul ,  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 
u  12.  Private  Richard  A.  Litsinger,  Company  (J,  14th  Infantry. 
1/13.  Musician  James  Sternes.  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 

O T4.  Private  Houston  Maxwell,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry, 
c/lo.  Private  James  A.  Willis ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 
»/lG.  Private  Robert  H.  Singer.  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 


Cam i‘  Cameron. 


1.  Private  Charles  Woods,  Company  E,  !)tli  Infantry. 
HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska.  September  5,  1871. 


I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman  YV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  Xo. 
US,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut¬ 
enant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President, 
and  1st  Lieutenant  Robert  P.  Warren,  14th  Infantry,  .fudge  Advo¬ 
cate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Joseph  Gould,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— G  u  i  lty . 
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Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  Henry  Zander.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—4*  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length ;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  In  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of 
the  court,  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “  two  months,”  instead 
of  “six  months,’*  and,  as  mitigated,  will  be  duhr  executed. 

3d.  Private  Alvaro  Smith,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length,  and  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  Gottfried  Schweitzer,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 
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Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length,  and  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Pilvate  James  Callaghan,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  bo  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  tin* 
guard  for  the  period  of  seven  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound 
weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  which  may  hereafter  become 
due  him  except  four  dollars  a  month,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  confinement  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  be  dishonor¬ 
ably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


6th.  Private  James  Coyle,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry 

Charg— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  seven  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound 
weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  which  may  hereafter  become 
due  him  except  four  dollars  a  month ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  confinement  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  to  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  air- 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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7tli.  Private  John  W.  Umphrey,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Ch  arg  e— Desertion . 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length ;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


8th.  Private  Winfield  S.  Hill ,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  seven  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound 
weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long;  to  forfeit 
all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  which  may  hereafter  become 
due  him  except  four  dollars  a  month,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  confinement,  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  coinfirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


9th.  Private  Ervin  Wickard.  Company,  G,  14fh  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  one  year,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four  pounds 
attached  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length  to  his  leg;  to  forfeit  to  the 
United  Stales  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  sentence  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  be  dishonorable  di  - 
charged  the  service.” 
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Tlie  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


10th.  Private  Philip  J.  Wickard ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

<  marge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — *‘  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  seven  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound 
weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long,  to  forfeit  all 
pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  which  may  hereafter  become  due 
him  except  four  dollars  a  month,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  confinement  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Private  James  Gartland ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length;  and  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
«lue  him.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th,  Private  Richanl  A.  Litsinger,  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—*'  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length ;  and  to  forfeit 


to  the  United  S  ates  all  pay  anti  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  continued,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13tli.  Musician  James  Stevne» ,  Company  G.  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — •“  To  lie  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of 
the  guard  for  a  period  of  s!x  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound 
weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feci  in  length  -,  and  to 
forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or 
may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  tin- 
same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


14th.  Private  Houston  Maxwell,  Company  G,  14tli  InfaDtry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  tin- 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weigh  t 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length ;  and  to  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  an!  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

loth.  Private  James  A.  Willis.  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  in  length;  and  to  forfeit 


to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  be¬ 
come  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same 
period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

16th.  Private  Robert  H.  Singer,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  a  period  of  six  months,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  weight 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  fe*;t  in  length ;  and  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


11. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Cameron,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No. 
134,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
Edwin  Pollock.  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Charles  Mackin,  jr,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Charles  Woods ,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  Charles  Woods ,  Company  E,  9th 
Infantry,  having  been  regularly  detailed  to  work  in  his  company's 
garden,  did  neglect  and  leave  said  work,  contrary  to  orders,  be¬ 
fore  he  was  regularly  relieved ;  and  when  ordered  bauk  to  said 
work  was  disrespectful  and  contemptuous  towards  the  non  com¬ 
missioned  officer  in  charge.  This  at  Fort  Kearny,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  the  22d  of  July,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  Charles  Woods,  Company  E, 
9th  Infantry,  having  been  one  of  a  party  ordered  to  weigh  corn, 
did  delay  said  work  by  causing  the  sacks  of  corn  to  fall  from 
tlie  scale,  and  did  refuse  to  assist  to  weigh  said  corn  when  ordered 
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to  do  so  by  the  non-commissioned  officer  in  charge.  This  at  Fort 
Kearny,  Neb.,  on  or  about  July  23d, 1871 .! 

Specification  3 — In  that  Private  Charles  Woods,  Company  E. 
9th  Infantry,  having  been  one  of  a  party  ordered  to  weigh  corn, 
did,  when  ordered  to  attend  properly  to  his  work,  say,  in  a 
threatening  tone,  to  the  non-commissioned  officer  in  charge :  **  I 
will  'Straighten  yon  out  before  we  get  to  camp,”  or  words  to 
that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Kearny,  Neb., .on  or  about  July  23d, 
1871. 

Specification  4— In  that  Private  Charles  Woods ,  Company  E. 
9th  Infantry,  while  in  confinement,  and  while  at  work  under  a 
sentinel  of  the  guard,  did  neglect  his  work,  and  when  ordered 
by  the  Corporal  of  the  Guard  to  keep  at  work,  did  make  an 
obscene  and  offensive  reply.  This  at  ('amp  Cameron,  Neb.,  on 
or  about  July  2Gth,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  wearing  a 
piece  of  iron,  weighing  twenty  pounds,  attached  to  his  left  leg  by 
a  chain  five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  three  months;  and  to  for¬ 
feit  to  the  United  States  all  pay,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laun¬ 
dress,  which  may  become  due,  during  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “one  month”  instead 
of"  three  months,”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES. 


Official. 


Assistant  Adjutant  General . 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska ,  September  11,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  58.  J 

The  following  circular  from  the  War  Department  is  published  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned,  viz  : — 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

ADJUTANT  general’s  OFFICE, 

Washington ,  June'  7.  1871. 

[Circular.] 

The  following  instructions  defining  the  status  of  Post  Traders  are 
promulgated  for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned  : — 

Post  Traders  appointed  under  the  authority  given  by  the  act  of 
July  15,  1870,  will  be  furnished  with  a  letter  of  appointment  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  indicating  the  post  to  which  they  are  appoint¬ 
ed. 

They  are  not  subject  to  the  rules  prescribed  in  Article  25,  or  Par¬ 
agraphs  196  and  197,  Army  Regulations,  1863,  in  regard  to  sutlers, 
that  office  having  been  abolished  by  law. 

No  tax  or  burden  in  any  shape  will  be  imposed  upon  them,  nor 
will  they  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  pay  table. 

They  will  be  permitted  to  erect  buildings,  for  the  purpose  of  car¬ 
rying  on  their  business,  upon  such  part  of  the  military  reservation 
or  post  to  which  they  may  be  assigned  as  the  commanding  officer 
may  direct.  Such  buildings  to  be  within  convenient  reach  of  the 
garrison. 

They  will  be  allowed  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trade  upon  the  mil¬ 
itary  reserve  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and  no  other  person  will 
be  allowed  to  trade,  peddle,  or  sell  goods,  by  sample  or  otherwise, 
within  the  limits  of  the  reserve. 

They  are  under  military  protection  and  control  as  camp  followers. 

Commanding  officers  will  report  to  the  War  Department  any 
breach  of  military  regulation  or  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
traders. 


All  previous  instructions  in  regard  to  Post  Traders  are  hereby  re¬ 
voked. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

(Signed)  e.  d.  townsexd, 

Adjutant  General. 

Under  date  of  August  31, 1871,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Ar¬ 
my  notifies  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Division  that  the  cir¬ 
cular  is  not  intended  to  prohibit  “sale  of  fresh  vegetables  and  fresh 
fruits  by  producers,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commanding  officer.” 


Aide-de-Camp. 


^  \ JL  Trumpeter  James  Gleason.  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Private  Thomas  Barrett.  Company  F.  5th  Cavalry. 

Saddler  David  Knox.  Company  G,  ofh  Cavalry. 

^4.  Private  William  Loeffler.  Company  F.  5th  Cavalry. 

Private  John  H.  Barber.  Company  I.  5th  Cavalry. 

G.  Bugler  Lewis  E.  Kershaw.  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Private  Louis  Zolfer.  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 
f/  S.  Private  Henry  Snyder ,  Company  G,  oth  Cavalry. 

Fort  Fetterman. 

t/l.  Private  lliomas  Kiley.  Company  G.  14th  Infantry. 

J2.  Private  James  Farmer.  Company  D,  14rh  Infantry. 
i/3.  Private  Mortimer  C.  Beals.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 
t/4.  Private  James  Noonan.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 
i/5.  Private  John  Carney.  Company  E.  14th  Infantry. 

%/a.  Private  Otto  Hesse,  Company  E  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  September  12.  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  > 

No.  59.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraphs,  Special  Orders  No. 
143,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  A.  Carr ,  5tli  Cavalry,  is  President,  end  2d  Lieutenant 
Earl  D.  Thomas.  5th  Cavaliy,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Trumpeter  James  Gleason,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 
Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  lie,  Trumpeter  James  Gleason,  Com¬ 
pany  G,  5tli  Cavalry,  did.  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of  July,  1871, 
break  into  the  stables  of  G  Company,  5th  Cavalry,  and  feloniously 
take,  steal  and  carry  away  therefrom  one  horse,  one  saddle,  one 
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bridle,  and  one  saddle  blanket,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  which  1st  Lieutenant  Alfred  B  Bache ,  5th  Cavalry,  is 
responsible,  said  property  being  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars,  more  or  loss. 

All  this  about  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
word  “  breatt.”  and  substituting  therefor  the  word 
enter.” 

Of  the  2d  charged— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may 
become  due  him,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  for  one  ye  ir  in  such  pen¬ 
itentiary  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Department  Commander.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 


2d.  Private  Thomas  Barrett ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Barrett ,  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  did  become  as  much  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
soldier.  This  at  North  Platte  Station,  Nebraska,  July  4th,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Barrett ,  Company 
F,  5th  Cavalry,  did,  without  provocation,  assault  and  strike  with 
liis  clenched  hand  Corporal  Michael  Glynn ,  Company  F,  5th 
Cavalry.  This  in  the  quarters  of  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry,  at 
North  Ptatte  Station,  Neb  ,  July  4th,  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this,  that  Private  Thomas  Barrett ,  Company 
F.  5th  Cavalry,  did,  after  being  confined  in  the  guard  house,  use 
disrespectful,  abusive  and  outrageously  insulting  language  to¬ 
wards  his  Commanding  Officer,  1st  Lieutenant  John  B.  Babcock , 
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oth  Cavalry.  This  at  North  Platte  Slatio  j  .  Neb.,  July  4th,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “  one  month,”  in¬ 
stead  of  “  six  months,”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Saddler  David  Knox ,  Company  G,  oth  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Saddler  David  Knox ,  Company 
G.  oth  Cavalry,  did,  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of  July,  1871.  break 
into  the  stables  of  G  Company,  oth  Cavalry,  and  feloniously  steal, 
take  and  carry  away  therefrom  one  horse,  one  saddle  and  one 
bridle,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  1st 
Lieutenant  Alfred  B.  Bachs ,  5th  Cavalry,  is  responsible;  said 
property  being  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars,  more  or  less.  All  this  about  the  time  and  place  above 
mentioned. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
word  “break”  and  substituting  therefor  the  word 
“  enter.” 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  confined  for  one  year  in  such  pen¬ 
itentiary  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Department  Commander.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

4th.  Private  William  Loeffler,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  at.  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  one  year,  carrying  a  ball  weighing  twenty-four  pounds 
attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  six  feet  long,  and  forfeit  ten  dollars 
per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  ihe  same  period.'’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  H.  Barber,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — ■*  I’o  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  peri  id.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Gth.  Bugler  Lewis  E.  Kershaw ,  Company  F.  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilt}'. 

Finding — Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 
him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

7t!>.  Private  Louis  Zoller ,  Company  I,  5th  Cavalry. 
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Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — -To  be  confined  nt  Irani  labor  in  ul large  of  tbe 
guard  at  the  post  where  liis  company  may  be  serving  for  the 
period  of  three  months,  aird  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of 
his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.’* 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


■8th.  Private  Ilenry  Snyder ,  Company  G,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
■discipline. 

Specification— In  I  hi.-  that  lie.  Private  Henry  Snyder.  Company 
G,  5lh  Cavalry,  having  been  charged  with  the  guarding  and  safe 
keeping  of  Piivat-  Hubert  Douglas ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry,  a 
prisoner  undergoing  sentence  In  post  guard  house  at  B’ort 
McPherson.  Nebraska,  did  negligently  allow  said  prisoner,  Priv¬ 
ate  Hubert  Douglas.  Company  F.  5th  Cavalry,  while  he,  the  said 
Private  Robert  Douglas ,  Company  F,  5ih  Cavalry,  was  out  on 
fatigue  with  the  water  wagon,  to  escape  the  custody  and  control 
of  said  Henry  Snyder.  Private,  G  Company,  5th  Cavalry.  All  this 
at  or  near  B’ort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  on  or  about  [lie  3d  day  of 
August,  .871. 

1’lea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 
him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  Private  Snyder  will  be  restored  to  duty. 


II. — Before  a  General  Court  Martial  wh'ch  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
98.  current  series  fiom  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President, 
and  1st  Lieutenant  Robert  P.  Warren ,  14th  Infantry.  Judge  Advo_ 
cate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Thomas  Kiley,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 
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Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  oft  he 
guard  for  the  period  of  four  months,  and  to  forfeit,  eight  dollars 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  James  Farmer ,  Company  D.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  the  sum  of  six  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for 
five  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Mortimer  C.  Beals ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—”  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  that  are  or  may  become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of 
laundress;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  confined  in  such  penitentiary  as  the 
Commanding  General  may  direct  for  the  period  of  one  year.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
,  suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

4th.  Private  James  Noonan ,  Companjr  F,  14llr  Infantry. 


Charge  1 — Violation  of  tlie  4oth  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  that  Private  James  Noonan,  Company  F,  14th 
Infantry,  while  on  duty  as  kitchen  police,  did  provoke  and  engage 
in  it  disgraceful  quarrel  with  Private  John  C.  Brown,  Company  F, 
34th  Infantry,  and  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by 
Sergeant  James  Benton ,  Company  F,  14’h  Infantry,  did  resist 

said  sergeant  and  did  call  him  a  •*  son  of  a  b - h.”  This  at  Foit 

Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  August,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

Sentence— ”  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  eight 
dollars  per  month  of  Iris  monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  to 
be  confined  at  hat'd  labor  iu  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of 
two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  ap* 
proved,  but  the  confinement  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sent¬ 
ence  will  he  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  John  Carnet/,  Company  E,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence-  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  (hat  are  or  may 
become  due  him,  except  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of 
eight  months,  wearing  a  weight  weighing  twelve  pounds  attactied 
to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  long;  theu  to  have  his  head  shaved 
and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison,  and  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service.” 

Tlie  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  Otto  Hesse ,  Company  E,  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 
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Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— -‘  To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may 
become  due  him,  except  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be  con¬ 
fined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of 
eight  months,  wearing  a  weight  weighing  twelve  pounds  attach¬ 
ed  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  long;  then  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison  and  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  oe  Brigadier  General  Augur: 


geo.  d.  ruggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Aide-de-  Camp* 


G.  C.  M. 


Fort  Laramie. 

cl  S.  Woodruffe.  Company  L  14th  Infantry. 
✓2.  Private;  Jacob  Flick.  Company  II,  14tli  Infantry. 

Private  Frank  V.  Nelson.  Company  II,  14th  Infantry. 
s'  4  Private  William  M.  Connelly.  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 
✓5.  Private  Charles  Ebert.  Company  I.  14th  Infantry, 
v/tl.  Private  Joseph  Walters.  Regimental  B  ind,  Uili  Infantry. 

Private  Daniel  Haggerty ,  Company  A.  5th  Cavalry. 

.%/S.  Sergeant  James  IF.  Taylor.  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 
V9.  Musician  Charles  Bogan.  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 
«/10.  Private  Dennis  O'Brien.  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 

✓11.  Private  John  Carter .  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 

%/l2.  Private  Lonis  Adams.  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 
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IIEADQUAR  I  ERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TIIE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska.  September  13.  1871. 


GENERA!,  ORDERS.  ) 

No.  GO.  $ 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie.  W.  T  .  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
Ill,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Augustus  H.  Baihbridge.  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  M.  O'Reilly.  Medical  Department. 
Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Samuel  S.  Woodruffe,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — '‘To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  tiie  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  sixteet  long;  to  torfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  tiie  laundress  and  tiie  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
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confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  ills  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


2d.  Private  Jacob  Flick ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty, 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  t he 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs,  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  t he  laundress  and  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  tiead 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  twelve  months. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  Frank  V.  Nelson ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— *•  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  m  view  of  the  past  good  character  of  the  prisoner,  as 
testified  to  by  his  company  commander,  the  term  of  confinement 


3 


is  reduced  to  twelve  mouths.  As  mitigated,  the  sertcnce  will  he 
duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  William  M.  Connelly ,  Company  M,  5ih  Cavalry. 
Charge  1 — Falsehood,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Charge  2 — Disrespect  towards  his  Commanding  Officer,  in 
violation  of  the  (5th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— To  the  specification  1st  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  "falsely”  and  "disrespectful.”  and  to  the 
excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty,  except  the 
words  "  such  statement  being  false.”  and  of  the 
excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
word  "  falsely,”  and  of  the  excepted  word — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty.  - 

Sentence— "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap* 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Private  Charles  Ebert .  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "  To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 


4 

confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


Gth.  Private  Joseph  Walters ,  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  militaiy 
discipline.  ,y 

Specification — in  this  that  he.  Private  Joseph  Walters.  Regi¬ 
mental  Baud,  14th  Infantry,  did  enter  the  quarters  of  the  Band. 
14th  Infantry,  after  tattoo,  intoxicated,  and  did  annoy  and 
prevent  from  sleeping  the  men  of  the  14th  Infantry  Band  quarter¬ 
ed  there,  by  loud  talking  and  walking  around  the  quarters;  and 
when  ordered  to  keep  quiet  and  go  to  bed  by  the  sergeant  in 
charge,  Sergeant  William  Claus.  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry, 
did  persist  in  the  disorderly  conduct  alleged  and  did  say  to  said 
Sergeant  Claus ,  ”You  d— d  fool.”  or  words  to  that  effect  and 
when  the  said  Sergeant  Claus ,  in  charge  of  the  Band  quarters 
and  responsible  for  the  maiutainance  of  good  order  therein, 
attempted  to  restrain  him  and  induce  him  to  be  guiet  and  go  to 
bed,  he,  the  said  Joseph  Walters.  Regimental  Band.  14th  Infantry, 
did  offer  and  make  resistance  and  did  assault  the  said  Sergeant 
William  Claus,  then  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  did  bite 
with  his  teeth  the  said  Sergeant  Claus  inflicting  upon  each  of  his 
wrists  severe  wounds.  All  this  tit  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or 
about  the  2d  day  of  August,  1871,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  12 
p.  m. 

Plea-  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty, 

Sentence— "  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  four  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  iu  view  of  the  fact  that  the  sergeant  whom  he  resisted 
had  been  drinking  iu  company  with  the  prisoner,  and  that  the 
fault  was  by  no  means  confined  to  the  prisoner,  the  sentence  is 
mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  for  one  month,  and  as 
modified  will  be  duly  executed. 


ith.  Private  Daniel  Haggerty ,  Company  A,  oth  Cavalry. 
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Cii  arc  k— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  bo  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  ilic 
guard  for  tho  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  bis  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  at.  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service  ” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  arc  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  duly  executed, 

8th.  Sergeant  James  11'.  Taylor.  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Sergeant  James  IP.  Taylor ,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  14th  Infantry,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard, 
did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  liquor  as  to  lie  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  for  which  he  had  been  detailed,  in  a  proper 
manner.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  September 
1st,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Sergeant  James  IF.  Taylor ,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  14th  Infantry,  when  told  by  1st  Sergeant  Charles  A. 
Jiaxter,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry,  to  get  ready  for  guard,  d  d 
make  use  of  the  following  disrespectful  language  to  the  said 
Sergeant  Baxter,  to  wit :  “You  may  *  *  *  or  words 

to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  Septem¬ 
ber  1st,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Guilty 
To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  to  forfeit  to  the 
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United  States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the 
period  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  past  excellent  character  of  the  prison¬ 
er.  as  testified  to  by  his  company  commander,  the  reduction  to 
the  ranks  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sentence  will  be 
duly  executed. 

9th.  Musician  Charles  Bogan,  Company  A.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Violation  of  the  54th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2  — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Musician  Charles  Bogan.  Company 
A,  14th  Infantry,  did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of 
Intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  his  duty  as  a  Held 
musician  in  a  proper  manner;  and  when  ordered,  and  while 
being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  Sergeant  Samuel  Mclntyie. 
Company  A,  14th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
did  resist  the  said  Sergeant  McIntyre ,  by  drawing  a  sword  and 
threatening  and  attempting  to  use  it  upon  the  said  Sergeant 
McIntyre,  and  did  say  to  the  said  Sergeant  McIntyre ,  "I’ll  not  go 
to  the  guard  house  for  you  or  any  one  else,  I'll  cut  your  guts  out 
before  night,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W. 
T.,  on  or  about  September  1st,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Musician  Charles  Bogan.  Company 
A.  14th  Infantry,  did  say  to  1st  Sergeant  Charles  A.  Baxter ,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  14th  Infantry,  "  You  son  of  b - h,  you  w - ’s  bastard,” 

or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or 
about  September  1st,  1871. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  four  months,  and  to 
be  confined  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period,  the 
first  and  last  seven  days  of  each  month  to  be  in  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  on  bread  and  water  diet,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  to 
be  at  hard  labor.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  tire  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 


lOtli.  Private  Dennis  O'Brien,  Company  B.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Gross  neglect  of  chit}*,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline. 

Specification — In  tiiis.  that  Private  Dennis  O'Brien,  Company 
B,  14th  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  post  guard  duly  mounted  at 
Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  August  31st,  1 S71 ,  did.  in  violation  of  exist¬ 
ing  orders  and  orders  given  him.  allow  Private  John  II  Moore. 
Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  a  prisoner  under  his  charge,  to  enter 
the  store  of  the  post  trader.  This  at  Fort  Laramie  W.  T.,  on  or 
about  September  1st.  1871. 

Plea— To  the  specification— Guilty,  except  the  words  “  in 
violation  of  existing  order  and  orders  given  him;" 
iind  of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — G  uilty . 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  pet 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same 
period  ’’ 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The  findings  and 
sentence  arc  disapproved.  The  Corporal  of  the  guard,  who 
turned  over  to  accused  the  prisoner  whom  he  permitted  to  enter 
the  post  trader's  store,  testifies  that  the  only  instructions  he  gave 
the  accused  were  not  to  permit  his  prisoner  to  escape,  and  that 
he,  himself,  heard  no  general  instructions  given  the  guard  that 
day  touching  the  treatment,  of  prisoners.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  the  accused  heard  any  such  general  instructions  and  the 
Corporal's  testimony  makes  it  probable  lie  did  not. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

11th.  Private  John  Carter ,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  John  Carter,  Company  A, 
14th  Infantry,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard,  did  be¬ 
come  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be 
unable  to  perform  the  duty  for  which  he  had  been  detailed,  in  a 
proper  manner.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  September  6th. 
1871. 
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Pm:  a -Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Skntknck—  "  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  one  month 

In  this  case  the  specification  should  have  been  laid  under  the 
4">th  Article  of  War,  but  as  the  sentence  pronounced  inflicts 
corp "real  punishment  only  the  proceedings,  findings  and  sent¬ 
ence  are  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 

12rli.  Private  Louis  Adams,  Company  A.  I4th  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

I’i.ea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  "did 
become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
liquor  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  the  duties  for  which 
lie  had  been  detailed,  in  a  proper  manner,”  and  of 
i  he  excepted- words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification— Not  Guilty,  except  the  words 
“having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard  ”  and 
of  the.  excepted  words  Guilty,  but  attached  no 
criminali'y  thereto. 

Of  the  charge— Not  Guilty.  And  the  Court  does 
therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  with  the  exception  of  the  action  of  the  Court  in  excusing 
Lieutenant  McCammon  from  serving  as  a  member,  on  his  own 
application.  The  grounds  submitted  by  that  officer  in  making 
his  request  to  be  excused;  namely,  that  he  was  a  material  wit¬ 
ness  and  had  already  formed  an  opinion,  were  substantial  rea¬ 
sons  for  excusing  him  from  further  duty  on  the  Court  during  the 
trial  had  they  been  originally  advanced  by  the  prisoner  as 
grounds  of  challenge,  or  had  the  prisoner  been  asked  if,  on  said 
grounds,  he  desired  to  challenge  Lieutenant  McCammon  or  con¬ 
sented  to  the  latter  being  excused.  The  record,  however,  is 
silent  on  this  subject,  and  the  inference  necessarily  is  that  no 
such  inquiries  were  put  to  the  prisoner  by  the  Judge  Advocate  or 
the  Court.  It  is  only  in  case  of  the  sudden  illness  of  a  member  or 
other  similar  stringent  necessity  that  a  Court  may  be  reduced  in 
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numbers  by  its  own  action  without  the  challenge  or  without  the 
consent  of  the  party  on  trial. 

The  action  of  Lieutenant  McCammon  in  laying  before  the  Court 
his  reasons  for  deeming  himself  disqualified  was  eminently  pro¬ 
per;  the  prisoner,  however,  should  have  been  asked  if  he  chal¬ 
lenged  that  officer  on  the  grounds  staled,  or  consented  to  his 
being  excused.  If  the  prisoner  had  answered  in  the  negative 
Lieutenant  McCammon  should  have  been  retained  on  the  Court. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

11..  The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No.  127.  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Philip  A. 
Owen ,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Bobert  H.  Montg¬ 
omery.  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

111..  The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Stambaugh, 
VV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  121,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Edwin  F. 
Townsend.  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  John  B. 
Guthrie,  13th  Infantry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  ok  Brigadier  General  Augur : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Orkiciai.. 


Aide-de-Camjt. 


G.  C  M. 

Camp  Stambaugh. 

iWUwtre  Michael  S.  Linnet/,  Company  B.  2d  Cavalry. 

'/./  7  Fort  Fkttekman. 

t7l7  Private  Carl  Salix.  Company  F.  I4th  Infantry. 

Corporal  James  G.  Whitehead.  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 
J3.  Private  Tice  Shier,  Company  F.  14th  Infantry. 

✓4.  Private  Edward  Sheehan.  Company  F.  14th  Infantry. 

</5.  Private  Thomas  Farrell,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Camp  Douglas. 


1.  Hospital  Steward  Louis  Pauly,  U.  S.  Army. 

Private  John  Edgar.  Company  C,  13th  Infantry. 
y/3.  Private  James  J.  Burns,  Company  E.  13th  Infantry. 

Musician  Frederick  Shoppelrie.  Company  B,  7th  Infantry, 
v^o.  Private  William  Griffin,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 


Fort  Laramie. 

'1 .  Private  Henry  Murphy.  Company  M.  5tli  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha  Nebraska,  September  23,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  > 

No.  61.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Stambaugh,  XV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1.  Special  Orders  No. 
156,  current  Series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Edwin  F.  Townsend.  9th  Infantiy,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Randolph  Norwood,  2d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  was 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Michael  S.  Linney,  Company  B,  2d  Cavalry. 
Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowan¬ 
ces  due  and  to  become  due.  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress; 
to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  With  the  letter  “  D,”  one 
and  a  half  inches  long ;  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  ot 
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the  guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  wear¬ 
ing  a  twenty-four  pound  ball  attached  to  his  left  leg  by  a  six 
foot  chain,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  then  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  and  drummed  our  of  the 
service  of  the  United  Stat  s.,T 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  For 
Fetterman,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
98,  current  series  from  the-e  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President, 
and  1st  Lieutenant  Robert  P.  Warren.  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Ad¬ 
vocate.  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Carl  Salix ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Carl  Salix ,  Company  F, 
14th  Infantry,  being  a  sentinel  on  guard  and  duly  placed  in 
charge  of  three  prisoners,  did,  without  justification  or  excuse* 
permit  one  of  said  prisoners  to  escape.  This  at  Fort  Fetterman, 
W.  T.,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  o’clock  p.m.,  on  or 
about  the  18th  day  of  August,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  three  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard 
labor  under  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  one  month. 
As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Corporal  James  G.  Whitehead ,  Company  G,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea— To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification- Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


Sentence—  ‘To  be  reduced  rotlie  rank  of  a  private  soldier;  to 
Ifo-feit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or 
may  become  due,  except  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  dishonorably  front  the  service,  and  to  be  confined  in 
such  penitentiary  as  the  Commanding  General  may  direct  for 
two  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  one  year. 
As  mitigated  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

3d.  Private  Tice  Shier.  Company  F.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Flea— To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Gniltjn 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  with  the 
exception  of  twenty  rounds  of  metallic  car¬ 
tridges,  one  cartridge  box  plate,  one  cartridge 
box  belt  plate,  one  cartridge  box,  one  cartridge 
box  belt,  one  bayonet  scabbard  and  one  waist 
belt  and  plate ;”  and  of  the  excepted  words — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  Second  charge— Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of 
violation  of  the  38tli  Article  of  War. 

Sentence. — To  make  good  the  value  of  the  articles  lost  or 
disposed  of  by  a  stoppage  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-one  cents 
per  week;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  seven  months,  wearing  a  weight  attached  to  his  leg  by 
a  chain  four  feet  long;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  that 
are  or  may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and 
and  as  above  provided ;  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison.” 
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The  proceedings  in  this  case  and  the  findings  of  the  first  charge 
are  approved.  The  finding  of  the  second  charge  are  disapproved, 
the  Judge  Advocate  General  having  held  “  that  a  finding  of  not 
guilty  of  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  but  guilty  of  a  violation  of  some  specified  article  was 
not  to  be  sanctioned.” 

The  sentence  is  mitigated  to  read  as  follows: 

To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  six 
months,  wearing  a  weight  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain  four  feet 
long;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  now 
due  or  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress; 
and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  and  drummed 
out  of  the  garrison. 

As  modified,  the  sentence  will  Ife  duly  executed. 

4tli.  Private  Edward  Sheehan ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  9th 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  3— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Edward  Sheehan ,  Company 
F,  14th  Infantry,  Hospital  Nurse,  when  ordered  by  Hospital 
Steward,  John  M.  Walsh.  U.  S.  A.,  to  leave  the  quarters  of  the 
laundress  living  at  the  hospital,  did  reply,  in  an  insolent  and  in¬ 
subordinate  manner.  '•  I  wont :  when  people  talk  about  me  I 
want  satisfaction,”  he  being  at  the  time  intoxicated.  This  at 
Fort  Fetter  man,  W.  T.,  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  1  p.m., 
on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  August,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Edward  Sheehan ,  Company 
F,  14th  I nfautry,  Hospital  Nurse,  having  been  ordered  by  Hos¬ 
pital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh ,  U.  S.  A.,  to  keep  quiet,  did  continue 
to  talk  in  an  insolent  manner,  and  did  menace  and  seek  to  intimi¬ 
date  said  Walsh  by  drawing  a  pistol  from  his  pocket,  evidently 
with  the  intention  of  shooting  him.  This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W. 
T.,  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  1  r.M.,  on  or  about  the  13th 
4ay  of  August,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 
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Finding— Not  Guilty.  Anri  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit 
(lira. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  Private  Sheehan  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

otli.  Private  nomas  Farrell.  Company  G,  14tli  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  the  period  of 
seven  months,  wearing  a  twenty-four  pound  ball  attached  to  a 
chain  four  feet,  long;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay 
and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress  for  the  same  period." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed . 

III.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  c>  ivened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  124, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  P. 
B.  DeTrobriand,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  C  >ptain  Alfred 
L.  Hough ,  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and 
tried : 

1st.  Hospital  Steward  Louis  Pauly ,  U.  S.  Army. 

Charge  1 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  in  violation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  approved  March 
2d,  1SG3,. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  in  violation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  approved 
March  2d.  1863. 

Additional  Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
apd  military  discipline. 

Additional  Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  to 
tiie  words  “wrongfully  and,”’  to  the  words  “  and  did 
connive  at,  aid  aud  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  dis¬ 
posal  of,”  and  to  the  words  “  and  did  fraudulently 
misappropriate  and  convert  to  his  own  use  the  proceeds 
of  such  sale;"  aud  to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 


To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “wrongfully  and,”  to  the  words  “  and  did  con¬ 
nive  at,  aid  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  disposal 
of,”  and  to  the  words  “and  did  fraudulently  misappro¬ 
priate  and  convert  to  his  own  use  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale;”  and  to  the  excepted  words— Mot  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  to  the 
words  “wrongfully  and,”  to  the  words  “  and  did  con¬ 
nive  at,  aid  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  disposal 
of,”  and  to  the  words  “and  did  fraudulently  misappro¬ 
priate  and  convert  to  his  own  use  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale;”  and  to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  additional  charge— Guilty,  ex¬ 
cept  to  the  words  “and  did  have  the  amount  of  such 
purchase  charged  against  the  Post  Hospital, Camp  Doug¬ 
las.  U.  T. ;”  and  to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification  additional  charge — Guilty,  ex¬ 
cept  to  the  words  “and  did  have  the  same  charged 
against  the  Post  Hospital,  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T. ;”  and 
to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  additional  charge — Guilty, 
except  the  words  “the  proper  officer,”  and  to  the  words 
“and  did  carry  the  same  away  and  fail  to  account  in 
any  manner  for  such  money,  thus  endeavoring  to  con¬ 
vert  and  appropriate  the  same  to  his  own  use  and 
benefit;”  and  to  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  additional  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge— Guilty,  except 
of  the  words  “and  knowingly,”  “and  did  connive 
at,  aid  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  disposal 
of,”  “and  did  fraudulently  misappropriate  and 
convert  to  his  own  use,  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty ;  but 
attach  no  criminality  thereto. 


Of  the  2tl  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  of 
the  words  “and  knowingly.''  “and  did  ccnn've 
at.  aid  and  abet  in  t lie  wrongful  sale  and  disposal 
of.”  “and  did  fraudulently  misappropriate  and  con¬ 
vert  to  his  own  use  the  proceeds  of  such  sale;” 
and  of  rite  excepted  words — Not  Guilty ;  but  attach 
no  criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  3d  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  of 
the  words  “and  knowingly,”  “and did  connive  at, 
aid  and  abet  in  the  wrongful  sale  and  disposal 
of,”  “and  did  fraudulently  misappropriate  and 
convert  to  his  own  use  the  proceeds  of  such  sale;” 
and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty ;  but  attach 
no  criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  additional  charge — Guilty, 
except  of  the  words  “and  did  have  the  amount  of 
said  purchase  charged  against  the  Post  Hospital, 
Camp  Douglas,  U.  T. ;“  and  of  the  excepted 
words — Not  Gnilty,  but  attach  no  criminality 
thereto. 

Of  the  2d  specification  additional  charge — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification  additional  charge — Guilty, 
except  of  the  words  “and  did  have  the  same 
charged  against  the  Post  Hospital,  Camp  Douglas, 
U.  T. ;”  and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty, 
hut  attach  no  criminality  thereto. 

Of  the  additional  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification  2d  additional  charge — Guilty, 
except  of  the  words  “the  proper  officer.”  “thus 
endeavoring  to  convert  and  appropriate  the  same 
to  his  own  use  and  benefit;”  and  of  the  excepted 
words — Not  Guilty;  but  attach  no  criminality 
thereto. 

Of  the  2d  specification  2d  additional  charge— Not 
Guilty. 
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Of  the  2d  additional  charge — Not  Guilty. 

And  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  Hospital  Steward  Pauly  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  John  Edgar,  Company  C.  13th  Infantry. 

Ch  akge — Desertion . 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  he  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  James  J.  Burns.  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of 
his  monthly’  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor 
in  charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  duly  executed. 

4th.  Musician  Frederick  Eehoppelrie,  Company  B,  7th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— -To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months*  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  at  Camp  Douglas,  U,  T.,  for  the  same 
pe  iod.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Private  William  Griffin ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 
Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 
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Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service.'5 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  bo  duly  executed. 


IV.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  XV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
141,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Augustus  H.  Bainbridge.  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  M.  O'Reilly.  Medical  Department, 
Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned  and  tried: 

1st.  Private  Henry  Murphy ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this  that  he,  Private  Henry  Murphy,  Com¬ 
pany  M,  5th  Cavalry,  being  regularly  detailed  and  on  duty  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  did  fail  to  report  for  work  at 
fatigue  call.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  VV.  T.,  on  the  morning  of 
July  5, 1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Private  Henry  Murphy,  Company 
M,  5th  Cavalry,  when  sent  for  to  his  quarters  to  go  to  work,  by 
1st  Lieutenant  George  W.  Steele,  R.  Q.  M.,  14th  Infantry, 
A.  A.  Q.  M.,  did  fail  to  come,  and  replied  that  he  was  excused, 
which  statement  was  false.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  VV.  T.,  on  the 
morning  of  July  5th,  1871. 

Charge  2— Violation  of  the  9th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  1st  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification  1st  charge— Guilty,  except 
the  words  “and  replied  that  he  was  excused,  which 
statement  was  false,55  and  of  the  excepted  words 
—Not  Guilty. 
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Of  the  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence— ‘'To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of 
four  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  confinement  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sen¬ 
tence  will  be  duly  executed. 


Br  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Official. 


Aide-de-Oamp. 


p  <?  ''  ) 


G.  C  M. 


/'2-  Private  Richard  Burke.  Company  H,  Oth  Infantiy. 

Private  Hugh  Me  Cull.  Company  H,  Otli  Infantry. 
y' 4.  Private  Jackson  Flanagan,  Company  H,  Oth  Infantry. 
j/r>.  Private  Samuel  B.  Broicn.  Company  H,  Oth  Infantry. 

//ti.  Private  William  Springer,  Company  I.  2d  Cavalry 
P  7.  Private  John  Haley,  Company  H.  Oth  Infantry. 

Sergeant  George  IF.  31.  Merryman,  Company  I.  2d  Cavalry. 
P  0.  Priva'e  Charles  Cavanaugh ,  Company  II.  9th  Infantry. 


Fort  McPherson. 


r  1.  Private  Thomas  H.  DeLaney,  Company  H.  5th  Cavalry. 
S' i.  Private  Richard  DeKnhn,  Company  Iv,  oth  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  October  2d,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

No.  02. 


1.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Sanders.  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
104.  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Luther  P.  Bradley,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
1st  Lieutenant  George  F.  Price,  otli  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried  : 

1st.  Private  High  Campbell.  Companjr  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th 
Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  two  months. ’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d  Private  Richard  Burke.  Company  H.  9tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 


2 


Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  cf  ihe 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Hugh  McCall ,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Absence  without  leave,  in  violation  of  the  21st 
Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the 
period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  paj’  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “one  month”  instead 
of  “three  months,”  and  as  mitieated  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Jackson  Flanagan.  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Jackson  Flanagan ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  9th  Infantry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal  and  carry  away 
from  the  quarters  occupied  by  2d  Lieutenant  J.  McB.  Stembel,  9th 
Infantry,  one  Colt's  army  revolver,  valued  at  fifty  dollars.  This 
at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  September  10th,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification—  Guilty,  except  the  word  “fifty,” 
substituting  therefor  the  word  “fitteen.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  w  here  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  term 
of  three  months,  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period,  and  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
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(he  service  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison,  wearing  on 
his  back  a  placard  having  the  word  “thief'’  printed  thereon.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Samnel  B.  Brown,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Samnel  B.  Brown,  Company 
II,  9th  Infantry,  did,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  enter 
the  barrack  room  of  Company  H,  9th  Infantry,  carrying  openly  a 

butcher  knife,  and  did  say,  “I  will  cut  that  d - d  dog’s  throat,” 

and  did  seize  by  the  neck  and  attempt  to  cut.  the  throat  of  the 
dog  referred  to  (the  same  belonging  to  Private  Henry  Schmidt , 
same  compan3' and  regiment),  by  drawing  the  knife  repeatedly 
across  the  dog’s  throat  and  neck ;  and  when  remonstrated  with 
by  Private  Schmidt,  did  let  go  the  dog  and  did  raise  the  knife  in 
a  threatening  manner,  and  approach  Private  Schmidt,  and  did, 
with  said  drawn  knife  and  in  a  threatening  manner,  chase  or 
pursue  Private  Schmidt  out  of  the  barrack  room,  wilfully,  mali¬ 
ciously  and  with  intent  to  do  him,  the  said  Schmidt,  bodily  harm. 
This  at  Fort  Sanders,  \V.  T..  on  or  about  the  30th  August,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  excepting  the  words, 

“and  did  say  ‘I  will  cut  that  d - d  dog's  throat;*  ” 

and  of  the  excepted  words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months.” 

Tnc  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed 


(5th.  Private  William  Springer,  Company  I.  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  William  Springer,  Company 
I,  2d  Cavalry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal,  and  carry  away  from  the 
commissary  storehouse,  one  ham,  valued  at  about  one  dollar  and 
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seventy-five  cents,  .the  properly  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
which  Captain  G.  A.  Hull ,  Military  Storekeeper.  Q.  M.  D..  A.  <', 
>S.,  is  responsible.  This  at  Fort  Sanders,  W.  T  ,  on  or  abour 
August  28tli,  1871, 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  in  eharge  of  flic 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  term 
of  two  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  peiiod.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  John  Haley.  Company  H.  9th  Infantry, 

Change— Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty, 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  dnly  executed. 

8th.  Sergeant  George  W.  M.  Merryman ,  Company  I,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— In  this,  that  Sergeant  George  If.  M.  Merryman. 
Company  I,  2d  Cavalry,  having  absented  himself  without  leave, 
as  specified  under  charge  first,  and  being  called  upon  by  iris 
Company  Commander,  Captain  Henry  E.  Noyes,  2d  Cavalry,  to 
explain  Iris  unauthorized  absence,  did  make  a  false  statement,  of 
the  cause  of  his  absence.  This  at  Medicine  Bow  Station,  W.  T.. 
on  or  about  June  3d,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this,  that  Sergeant  George  W.  M  Merryman. 
Company  I,  2d  Cavalry,  did  obtain  a  young  elk  and  a  quarter  of 
an  old  elk  from  a  citizen  named  Bonham,  at  Bush’s  Ranclie,  on 
Rock  Creek,  W.  T.,  promising  said  Bonham  to  give  him  in  parr 
payment  a  Spriugfield  rifle  and  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
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tion  six  clays  thereafter,  which  he  has  failed  to  do,  thereby  de¬ 
frauding  tiie  said  Bonham  of  property  which  he  valued  at  fifty 
dollars.  This  at  Bush’s  Ranche,  Rock  Creek  Station,  VV.  T.,  on 
or  about  .Tune  2d,  1871 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — ‘'To  be  reduced  to  tlie  rank  of  a  private  soldier, 
and  to  ft  rfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  one 
month.” 

In  this  case  the  offense  alleged  against  the  prisoner  under  the 
second  specification  of  die  second  charge  was  not  triable  by  a 
military  court.  The  proceedings  thereunder  are  therefore  disap¬ 
proved.  His  absence  from  his  company  for  twenty -four  hours 
beyond  his  leave  he  seems  to  have  succeeded  in  plausibly'  ac¬ 
counting  for  by  testimony ;  and  it  is  unaccountable  that  he  should 
have  given  a  false  explanation  of  it  to  his  Commanding  Officer 
when  called  upon  for  a  statement. 

The  remaining  proceedings  and  the  sentence  are  approved;  but 
in  view  of  iiis  past  excellent  record  during  a  service  of  thirteen 
years  (nearly  all  of  that  time  as  a  non-commissioned  officer),  as 
shown  in  the  endorsements  upon  his  successive  discharges,  the 
reduction  to  the  ranks  is  remitted.  The  remainder  of  the  sen¬ 
tence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Sergeant  Mcrryman  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

9th.  Private  Charles  Cavanaugh ,  Company  H,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  21st  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  9th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  3— Theft. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Charles  Cavanaugh ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  9th  Infantry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal  and  carry  away 
forty'  dollars,  the  property  of  Louis  Bundcher ,  a  citizen  of  Lara¬ 
mie  City,  W.  T.  This  at  Laramie  City',  W.  T.,  on  or  about  August 
14th,  1871. 

Charge  4 — Larceny  from  a  dwelling  house. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Charles  Cavanaugh ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  9th  Infantry,  did  unlawfully  enter  the  dwelling  house  of 
Ellen  Keenard ,  in  Laramie  City,  W.  T.,  and  did  feloniously  take, 
steal  and  carry  away  therefrom  the  following  described  property, 
to  wit:  fourteen  dollars  and  sixty'  cents,  national  and  fractional 


currency;  one  pair  of  ear-rings  of  the  value  of  one  dollar,  more 
or  less ;  one  pair  of  cuff  buttons  of  the  value  of  two  dollars, 
more  or  less;  one  breast  pin  of  the  value  of  one  dollar,  more  or 
less;  aggregating  a  total  value  of  five  dollars,  more  or  less,  and 
all  the  property  of  the  said  Ellen  Keenard.  This  at  Laramie 
City,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  August  14th,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  4th  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  3d  charge— Guilty,  excepting 
the  words  “  forty  dollars,”  substituting  therefor 
the  words  “about  forty  dollars.” 

Of  the  3d  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  specification  4th  charge — Guilty,  excepting 
the  words  “unlawfully  enter  the  dwelling  house 
of  Ellen  Keenard ,  in  Laramie  City.  W.  T..  and 
did;”  and  the  word  “therefrom;”  and  the  words 
“fourteen  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  national  and 
fractional  currency;”  and  the  words  “the  said;’’ 
and  adding  after  the  words  '•'•Ellen  Keenard ”  these 
words,  “of  Laramie  City,  W.  T. ;”  and  of  the  ex¬ 
cepted  words— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  4th  charge — Guilty,  excepting  the  words 
“from  a  dwelling  house,”  and  of  the  excepted 
words— Not  Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due  him ;  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  then  to  be  confined 
in  such  penitentiary  as  the  Department  Commander  may  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  period  of  two  years.” 
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In  this  case  the  findings  under  the  fourth  charge  are  disap¬ 
proved,  t lie  testimony  being  deemed  insufficient  to  justify  a  con¬ 
viction.  There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  prisoner  was  in 
or  near  the  house  of  Ellen  Keenard ,  on  the  day  in  question;  and 
though  the  possession  of  stolen  goods  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  larceny  is  prima  facie  proof  of  prisoner’s  guilt,  yet  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  case  it  is  by  no  means  conclusive. 

The  findings  to  the  third  charge  are  also  open  to  criticism. 
The  pocket-book  of  Bundcher  containing,  according  to  the  testi¬ 
mony,  about  thirty  dollars  in  paper  and  six  dollars  in  silver, 
(though  the  latter  point  is  not  free  from  doubt),  was  placed  by  its 
owner  on  a  bed  on  which  the  prisoner  was  lying  asleep.  On 
awaking,  the  latter  saw  it  and  took  it  in  his  hand,  and  was  so 
found  by  its  owner.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  took  out,  or 
touched  the  paper  money.  He  cannot,  therefore,  be  convicted 
of  having  stolen  it.  The  evidence  would  seem  to  show  that  he 
did  take  out  some  silver  from  the  pocket  book;  but  even  this  is 
made  doubtful  by  the  evidence  of  Bundcher's  subsequent  boasts 
of  having  ‘'beaten”  the  prisoner  out  of  some  silver,  and  of  his 
threats  against  the  latter  on  the  ground  of  jealousy.  Although, 
therefore,  a  conviction  of  the  prisoner  for  constructive  larceny  of 
a  few  dollars  in  silver,  which  he  immediately  returned,  might  be 
deemed  su-tianable  under  the  proofs,  the  reviewing  authority 
prefers  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  the  findings 
under  this  charge  are  also  disapproved. 

The  findings  under  the  first  and  second  charges  are  approved. 

The  sentence  is  disapproved,  with  the  exception  of  the  forfeit¬ 
ure  of  all  pay  and  allowances,  which  is  approved  and  mitigated 
to  forfeiture  of  eight  dollars  per  mr.ith  of  his  pay  for  four 
months,  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

Private  Cavanaugh  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
McPherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No. 
143,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  A.  Carr,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
Earl  D.  Thomas ,  5th  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Thomas  H.  DeLnney ,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 
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Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  bard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  six 
months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  same  period." 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  lead  “five  dollars"  instead 
of  “ten  dollars;"  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Bichard  De  Kuhn,  Company  K,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  or  allowances  now  due,  and  to 
make  good  the  time  lost  by  his  absence  without  leave." 

In  this  case  the  proceedings  and  findings  are  approved.  To 
the  reviewing  authority  the  sentence  seems  to  proscribe  a  punish¬ 
ment  inadequate  for  so  long  an  unauthorized  absence.  It  is, 
however,  confirmed,  and  will  be  duly  executed.  Private  De  Kuhn 
will  be  released  from  confinement. 

III.  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fetterman, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  ,1  Special  Orders  No.  98.  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
George  A.  Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Bohert  P.  Warren,  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is 
hereby  dissolved. 

IV.  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Cameron, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  134,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Edwin 
Pollock,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles 
Mackin,  Jr.,  Medical  Department.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby 
dissolved. 

Br  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

geo.  d.  ruggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official. 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


G.  C  M. 

Cajip  Douglas. 

1.  Private  John  Walden.  Company  H,  7th  Infantry. 

Port  Laramie. 

1.  Private  George  Batho,  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry. 
Fort  Fktterman. 

1.  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh ,  U.  S.  Army. 

2.  Private  James  Lindsay ,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  William  Moran.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  William  Conelly,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha  Nebraska ,  October  6th,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS.  > 

No.  63.  \J  .  /,  f/ 

1..  Before  a  General  CbuW, Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Doug'as,  U.  T. .  pursuant,  to  Paragraph  1,  Specjal'Orders  No.  124. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel 
P.  R.  DeTrobriand.  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain 
Alfred  L.  Hough.  13th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  John  Walden,  Company  H,  7th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  Ills 
monthly  pay  for  six  months  and  to  be  confined  at. hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11..  Before  a  General  Court.  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  \V.  T..  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2.  Special  Orders  No. 
141,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Augustus  H.  Bainbridge,  14tii  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  31.  O'Reilly.  Medical  Department. 
Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned  and  tried: 


1st.  Private  George  Batho ,  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  the  said  Private  George  Batho. 
Musician.  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry,  did  say  to  Henry 
Brazier ,  Band  Leader,  14th  Infantry,  when  asked  why  he  was 
absent  at  guard  mount,  that  he  had  been  excused  by  the  Adjut¬ 
ant;  which  was  false.  1’his  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T..  on  or  about 
August  28th,  1871. 

SpecificiiMon  2— In  this,  that  the  said  Private  George  Batho. 
Musician.  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry,  did  say  »o  2d  Lieuten¬ 
ant  William  W.  McCammon.  Regimental  Adjutant,  14th  Infantry, 
in  charge  of  14th  Infantry  Band,  when  asked  by  that  officer  why 
ho  was  absent  from  guard  mount,  that  he  had  been  excused  by 
the  Band  Leader ;  which  was  false.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.. 
on  or  about  August  2Sth,  1871. 

Charge  3— Disobedience  of  orders,  to  the  prejudice  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline. 

Charge  4 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— To  the  specification  1st  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  specification  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “which  was  false,"  and  to  the  excepted  words 
—Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  3d  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  4th  charge— Not  Guilty. 

To  the  4th  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of 
six  months." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  ‘,e  duly  executed. 
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1 1 1..  Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No. 
167,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  George  A.  Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President 
and  1st  Lieutenant  Robert  P.  Warren ,  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh,  U.  S.  Army. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh.  U.  S. 
Army,  did,  without  sufficient  provocation,  assault  Private  Edward 
Sheehan.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  by  beating  him  with  a  broom 
handle  and  revolver.  This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or 
about  August  13th,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Hospital  Steward  John  M.  Walsh,  U. 
S.  Army,  did  use  abusive  language  towards  Private  Edward 
Sheehan,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  by  calling  him  a  “son  of  a 

b - h.”  This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  August 

13th,  1871. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification — Guiitj',  except  the  words 
“  and  revolver"’  and  of  the  excepted  words — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  two  months. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Hospital  Steward  Walsh  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  James  Lindsay,  Company  D,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline. 

Specification  1- In  this,  that  Private  James  Lindsay,  Company 
D,  14th  Infantry,  a  duty  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  member  of  the  post  guard  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Private  John  Coulman,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  a 
prisoner,  did  allow  said  prisoner  to  escape.  This  at  Fort  Fetter¬ 
man.  W.  T..  on  or  about  July  27th,  1871. 
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Specification  2 — In  fills,  that  Private  James  Lindsay ,  Company 
D,  14th  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  post  guard,  and  having  charge 
of  Private  Alvaro  Smith.  Company  D,  14th  Infantry,  a  prisoner, 
did  allow  said  prisoner  to  escape.  This  at  Fort  Fetterman, 
W.  T.,  on  or  about  September  8th,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  lor  two  months.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved.  In  deference  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Court,  the  findings  and  sentence  are  also 
approved.  The  Department  Commander,  however,  sees  in  the 
evidence  so  strong  a  possibility  of  the  prisoner’s  freedom  from 
blame  in  the  matter  charged  that  he  feels  himself  justified  in  re¬ 
mitting,  and  therefore  does  remit,  the  forfeiture  pronounced  in 
the  sentence.  The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

3d.  Private  William  Moran,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  William  Moran,  Company  F. 
14th  Infantry,  did  commit  an  unprovoked  assault  on  Private 
Robert  Moore,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  by  striking  him  with  his 
fist.  This  in  the  quarters  of  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  at  Fort 
Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  September,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  William  Moran,  Company  F, 
14th  Infantry,  while  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  by  Corporal 
William  J.  Murphy.  Company  F,  14th  Infantry,  he,  Corporal 
Murphy,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  did  brutally  assault 
said  Corporal  Murphy,  by  striking  him  with  his  fist  and  biting  him 
on  the  cheek.  This  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  3d 
day  of  September,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  1st  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  twelve  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  two  months.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Private  Moran  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

4th.  Private  William  Conelly ,  Company  F.  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  that  Private  William  Conelly ,  Company  F, 
14th  Infantry,  was  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  quarters  of  Com¬ 
pany  F.  14th  Infantry.  This  at  Fort  Fetter  man.  YV.  T..  on  or 
about  September  10th.  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  that  Private  William  Conelly ,  Company  F, 
14th  Infantry,  having  been  ordered  to  the  guard  house,  and  being 
under  charge  of  Sergeant  James  B.  Weimar ,  Company  F.  14th 
Infantry,  did  buckle  on  his  cartridge  belt  and  take  his  musket  in 
his  hand  with  the  evident  intention  of  resisting  said  Sergeant 
HWniar,  and  after  having  been  disarmed  by  Sergeant  Weimar. 
and  while  on  his  way  to  the  guard  house,  did  say  to  1st  Sergeant 
II  E.  Stewart ,  Company  F,  14th  Infantry:  ”1  will  fix  you  for  this, 
you  d— d  *  *  *  ,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  at  Fort  Fetter- 
man.  \\r.  T.,  on  or  about  September  10th,  1871. 

Pi.ea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification— Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words 
“with  the  evident  intention  of  resisting  said  Ser¬ 
geant  Weimar  and  of  the  excepted  word — Not 
Guilty. 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  eight  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  four  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

Private  Conelly  will  be  released  from  confinement. 


IV.. The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Stambaugh. 
Y\\  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  15G,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Edwin  F. 
Townsend ,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Ran¬ 
dolph  Norwood ,  2d  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 
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V. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Sanders, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  164,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Luther  P.  Bradley ,  9th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
George  F.  Price,  6th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VI. . The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Douglas, 
U.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  124,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  P.  B.  Be 
Irobriand.  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Captain  Alfred  L. 
Hough,  13th  Infantry.  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  P.  RUGGLKS, 
Assistant  Admtant  ffmeral 


Official. 


>1 

y. 


Private  Taylor  Growl ,  Company  M,  5(h  Cavalry. 

Private  George  Neuner ,  Company  1, 14th  Infantry. 
Private  Louis  Schaeffer,  Regimental  Band,  14th  Infantry. 
Private  Fred.  Brendig,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 
Private  Willis  W.  Burd,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry. 
Corporal  Thomas  Logan,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 
Private  James  Baker,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Private  John  Cawley,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 
Wagoner  William  Johnson,  Company  1, 14th  Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  October  21st,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 
No.  64.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  141. 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain 
Augustus  H.  Bainbridge ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Bobert  N.  O'lieilly,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Taylor  Growl,  Company  M,  6tli  Cavalry. 

Ch  arge— De  serti  on . 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  in  consideration  of  the  prisoner's 
having  surrendered  himself,  and  on  account  of  his  previous  good 
character.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  Lenient  as  the  sentence  is  for  a  crime  so  serious,  the 
general  good  character  of  the  prisoner  induces  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Commander  to  mitigate  it.  The  fine  is  therefore  reduced  to 
five  dollars  per  month  for  six  months. 

As  modified  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prisoner 
will  be  restored  to  duty. 
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2d.  Private  George  Neuner,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
two  and  a  half  incites  long;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  approved  with  the  exception 
of  the  omission  of  the  Judge  Advocate  to  state  the  reason  for 
the  absence  of  Captain  Davis,  14th  Infantry,  from  the  trial.  If 
such  absence  was  caused  by  illness,  a  surgeon’s  certificate  should 
have  been  appended  to  the  record. 

The  findings  and  sentence  are  approved  aud  the  sentence  will 
be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Louis  Schaeffer,  Regimental  Band,  11th  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — -l  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  one  mouth.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  aud  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Fred  Brendig,  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  be  confined  at  hard  iabor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D 
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two  and  a  lialf  inches  long:;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
confinement  to  he  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head 
shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved. 

Tn  view  of  the  readiness  with  which  the  prisoner  is  shown  by 
the  testimony  to  have  abandoned  his  intention  to  desert,  the 
sentence  is  modified  to  read  as  follows: 

To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard,  with  ball 
and  chain,  for  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  eight  dollars  per  month 
of  his  pay  for  the  same  period. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5th.  Private  Willis  W.  Burd ,  Company  B,  14lh  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Willis  W.  Burd.  Company 
B,  14th  Infantry,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard,  did 
become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  to 
unfit  him  to  mount  guard.  This  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  Sep¬ 
tember  22d, 1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Willis  W.  Burd .  Company 
B.  14tli  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  in  his  company  quarters,  and 
when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  Acting  1st  Sergeant  Michael 
Fagan ,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty,  did  refuse  to  go,  and  did  attempt  repeatedly  to  strike 
the  said  Sergeant  Fagan ,  and  did  use  insulting  and  abusive  lan¬ 
guage  towards  the  said  Sergeant  Fagan ,  to  wit:  “You  are  a 

God  d - d  liar,  and  a  son  of  a  b — h.-’  This  at  Fort  Laramie, 

VV.  T..  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1871. 

Specification  3 — In  this,  that  Private  Willis  W.  Burd ,  Company 
B.  14th  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  in  his  company  quarters,  and 
when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  Acting  1st  Sergeant  Michael 
Fagan.  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  he  being  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  did  refuse  to  go,  and  did  seize  his  bayonet  and  threaten 
violence  against  the  enlisted  men  of  Company  B,  14th  Infantry, 
and  did  make  use  of  the  following  words,  to  wit:  “I  will  send 
some  to  their  graves  before  I  go  to  the  guard  house.”  This  at 
Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1871. 
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Specification  4 — In  this,  that  Private  Willis  W.  Burd,  Company 
B,  14th  Infantry,  did  become  drunk  in  his  company  quarters,  and 
when  being  taken  to  the  guard  house  did  refuse  to  go,  and  did 
forcibly  resist  the  efforts  of  Sergeant  Patrick  Sheridan ,  and  Cor¬ 
poral  Frank  Bonio,  Company  B,  14th  Infantry,  to  take  him  to  the 
guard  house,  and  did  continue  to  resist,  and  did  repeatedly  strike 
with  his  fist  the  said  Sergeant  Sheridan, Company  B,  14th  Infantry, 
and  did  use  towards  him  ( Sheridan )  the  following  words,  to-wit: 

“  You  are  a  d - d  son  of  a  b - h.”  This  at  Fort  Laramie, 

W.  T.,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for 
the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Corporal  Thomas  Logan ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge  1— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Corporal  Thomas  Logan,  Company 
H,  14th  Infantry,  a  duly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  on  duty  as  Acting  Commissary  Sergeant  in  the 
Subsistence  Department  at  Fort  Laramie',  W.  T.,  having  been 
ordered  under  arrest  to  his  quarters  by  1st  Lieutenant  C.  H. 
Warrens ,  14th  Infantry.  A.  C.  S.,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of 
September,  1871,  did  break  his  arrest,  and  was  seen  on  the  day 
after  having  been  ordered  to  his  quarters  under  arrest,  in  the 
the  bar-room  at  the  post  trader’s  and  elsewhere  about  the  post  of 
Fori  Laramie,  W.  T.,  without  proper  authority.  This  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  September  10th,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  specification  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  specification  2d  charge— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


Sentence — “To  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private  soldier,  to 
be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  three  days, 
and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  on  account  of  the  prisoner’s  general  good  character 
the  forfeiture  of  pay  is  remitted.  As  mitigated,  the  sentence 
will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  James  Baker ,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion . 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long ;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary- 
clothing;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  past  good  character  of  the  prisoner 
the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  one  year. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  John  Cawley ,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  for¬ 
feit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  due  or  that  may 
become  due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the 
necessary' clothing ;  to  be  indelibly' marked  on  the  left  hip  with 
the  letter  D  two  and  a  half  inches  long;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  to  have 
his  head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service.” 
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The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  in  consideration  of  the  past  good  character  of  the 
prisoner  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  one  year. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


9th.  Wagoner  William  Johnson.  Company  I,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desert  ion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — "  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  to  he 
drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  one  year.  As 
mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

geo.  d.  ruggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General , 

Official. 


Aide-ile-Gamp. 
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G.  C  M. 


Fort  McPherson. 

Fisher ,  Company  L,  5t.li  Cavalry. 

'illiam  R.  Wick,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Private  Norman  W.  Overholt ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  William  H.  Haskill ,  Company  L,  oth  Cavalry. 
i/o.  Private  John  Ferny ,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 
y  6.  Private  James  Robinson,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

Fort  Laramie. 

_  t/l .  Private  Frederick  Maerker ,  Company  II,  14th  Infantry. 
t/,2.  Private  William  Kenning  ton.  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

V Private  James  McKeon ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

)J)l-4.  Private  Ihomas  Delaney ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska ,  October  23,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  05.  5 

I.  Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  145, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
Eugene  A.  Carr.  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant 
Earl  D.  Thomas ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Charles  Fisher,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he,  Private  Charles  Fisher ,  Company 
L,  5th  Cavalry,  did,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September,  1871, 
between  the  hours  of  4  and  6  o’clock  a.m.,  feloniously  steal  from 
the  stables  of  L  Company,  5th  Cavalry,  two  sacks  of  forage 
(about  six  bushels),  valued  at  about  five  dollars  each,  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  United  States,  and  did  dispose  of  the  same  to  one 
Jack  Dorr,  a  citizen.  All  this  at  or  near  Fort  McPherson, 
Nebraska,  on  or  about  the  date  and  hours  specified  above. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Not  Guilty;  and  the  Court  does  therefore  acquit  him. 


The  proceedings,  findings  and  acquittal  in  this  case  are,  not 
without  some  hesitation,  approved,  as  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  prisoner  was  not  aware  of  the  criminality  of  his  act.  Private 
Fisher  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

2d.  Private  William  E.  Wick .  Company  F,  oth  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Desertion. 

Charge  2— Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification— Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specifications — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  charge— Guilty. 

Of  the  1st  specification,  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification,  2d  charge— Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — *•  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  one  year,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain  of  the  usual  dimen¬ 
sions;  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  Norman  W.  Overliolt ,  Company  F,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— G  uilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  eight  months,  wearing  a  ball  and  chain 
of  the  usual  dimensions,  to  forfeit  eight  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period ;  and  to  make  good  the  time  lost 
by  desertion.” 

The  Court  is  thus  lenient  on  account  of  the  apparent  youthful¬ 
ness  of  the  accused. 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  c£se  are  ap_ 
proved,  but  in  view  of  the  disease  under  which  the  prisoner  is 
suffering,  the  ball  and  chain  are  remitted. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  William  H.  Hash  ill.  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he.  Private  William  H.  Haskill , 
Company  L,  5th  Cavalry,  did  tell  Farrier  Segasser ,  Company  L, 
5th  Cavalry,  that  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Woodson,  5th  Cavalry,  directed 
him  ( Segasser )  to  make  a  key  to  fit  a  faucet  in  a  liquor  cask 
belonging  to  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Woodson ,  5th  Cavalry ;  or  words  to 
that  effect;  all  of  which  was  wilfully  false  and  intended  to  deceive 
said  Farrier  Segasser.  All  this  at  Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  on 
or  about  the  23d  day  of  September,  1871. 

Specification  2— In  this  that  lie.  Private  William  H.  Haskill, 
Company  L,  5th  Cavalry,  did  purchase  a  key,  which  key  he  filed 
with  the  intention  to  make  it  fit  a  faucet  in  a  liquor  cask  belong- 
ingto  Lieutenaut  A.  E.  Woodson,  5th  Cavalry,  for  the  purpose  of 
feloniously  taking  liquor  therefrom.  All  this  at  Fort  McPherson, 
Neb.,  on  or  about  the  23d  day  of  September.  1871. 

Specifiea' ion  3 — In  this  that  he,  Private  William  H  Haskill, 
Company  L,  5th  Cavalry,  did  enter  the  quarters  of  Lieutenant.  A. 
E.  Woodson ,  5th  Cavalry,  and  did  feloniously  take,  steal  and 
carry  away  therefrom  one  bottle  containing  whiskey.  All  this  at 
Fort  McPherson,  Neb.,  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  September, 
1871. 

Charge  2 — Absence  without  leave. 

Charge  3 — Disobedience  of  orders,  in  violation  of  the  9th 
Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  all  pay  an!  allowances  now  due  or  that 
may  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  to  be 
coufined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  year;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  six  months. 

As  mitigated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


5tli.  Private  John  Feeny,  Company  L,  5th  Cavalry. 
Charge  1— Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 
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Charge  2 — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline. 

Plea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  under  charge  of  the 
guard  for  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  sentence  is  modified  to  read  “  three  months”  in¬ 
stead  of  “six  months;”  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  James  Robinson ,  Company  H,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Private  James  Robinson ,  Com¬ 
pany  H.  5th  Cavalry,  did,  after  taps  and  while  in  a  state  of  intoxi¬ 
cation,  forcibly  enter  the  quarters  of  Mrs ,  Henry  Voss ,  laundress 
of  H  Company,  5th  Cavalry,  after  she  had  retired  for  the  night, 
she  being  at  the  time  the  only  occupant,  and  did  there  conduct 
himself  in  an  unseemly  manner,  putting  her  in  fear  of  bodily 
harm;  and  did  continue  such  conduct  until  he  was  removed  by 
the  guard.  This  at  Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  on  or  about 
October  3d,  1871. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  word  “forci¬ 
bly”  and  the  words  “  and  did  there  conduct  him¬ 
self  in  an  unseemly  manner,”  and  “and  did 
continue  such  conduct;"  and  of  the  excepted 
words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 

Sentence — “  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  two  mouths,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five 
dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
Laramie.  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
141,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
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Captain  Augustus  H.  BaUibridge ,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  M.  O'Reilly ,  Medical  Department, 
Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Frederick,  Maerker ,  Company  H,  14tli  Infantry. 

Ciiargk — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this  that  he.  Private  Frederick  Maerker ,  Com¬ 
pany  H,  14th  Infantry,  after  being  duly  warned  for  guard  by  1st 
Sergeant  Joseph  Banning ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry,  did  become 
so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  to  be  unable 
to  perform  properly  the  duties  required  of  him.  All  this  at  Fort 
Laramie,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  October,  1871. 

Plea—  To  the  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  William  Kennitiglon ,  Company  A,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1— in  this,  that  Private  William  Kenning  ton  ^  Com¬ 
pany  A.  14th  Infantry,  having  been  regularly  detailed  for  guard, 
did  become  so  much  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor  as 
to  be  unable  to  perform  the  duty  for  which  he  lud  been  detailed, 
n  a  proper  manner. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  William  Kennington ,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  14th  Infantry,  did  commit  nuisance  on  the  floor  of  the 
company  quarters. 

All  this  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T.,  at  or  about  guard  mount¬ 
ing,  on  or  about  the  13th  of  September.  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  six  dollars  per 
mouth  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 
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'  3d.  Private  Jams  McKeon ,  Company  H,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— •’ To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

1'he  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ca<e  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  Thomas  Dilaney,  Comp  iny  H,  14th  Infantry* 

Charge— Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  for  the  period  of  two  years,  wearing  a  twelve  pound  ball 
attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  six  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to 
the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or  may  become 
due  him,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress  and  the  necessary 
clothing;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  confinement  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged,  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be 
drummed  out  of  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur  : 

geo.  d.  ruggles, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General . 

Official. 


Aide-de-Camp. 


€.  M, 

Fort  I).  A.  Hisski.i.. 

1.  Private  /’e/er  /’.  Ihjan,  Com  puny  H,  Dili  Infantry. 

2.  Private  ./«'««  A' «////,  Company  K.  5lh  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Henri/  Uric,  Company  B.  nth  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  Lt/ndall  Jamison,  Company  E,  5 ill  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Oeort/e  ll’eber,  Compair  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

„  Private  Patrick  Colfovi/,  I  ,, 

6-  Private  Michael  McManus.  \  CwmPil"-v  J,h  ‘"'""'T- 

7.  Private  I rilliam  il.  Wallace.  Company  B.  5tli  Cavalry. 

8.  Private  William  Anderson,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Fokt  McPherson. 

1.  Private  Peter  Ifii/i/ius,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  Nocember  4,  1871. 

ISENERAI.  OISDKItS,  I 

No.  66.  ) 

I. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort  L). 
A.  Russell,  W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
179,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major 
K.  II’.  Crittenden,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant 
Geon/e  F.  Price,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were  arraigned 
and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  Peter  ]'.  lli/an,  Company  B,  9th  Infantry. 

Ciiaiice — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Peter  P.  Ili/an,  Company  B, 
9th  Infantry,  did  feloniously  take,  steal  and  carry  away  from  the 
kitchen  of  said  company,  one  piece  of  fresh  meat  about  twelve 
pounds  in  weight,  part  of  rations  of  said  company.  This  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  YV.  T  ,  on  or  about- the  22u  day  of  September,  1871. 
Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Fixmxi; — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  dishonorably  discharged;  to  forfeit  all  pay  due 
or  to  become  due^  to  have  his  head  shaved  and  to  be  drummed  out 
of  the  garrison. ,r 


The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Kelli/,  Company  E,  oth  Cavalry. 

Charge — Drunkenness  on  duty,  in  violation  of  the  45th  Article 
of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finking — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  he  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving  for  the  period  of  four 
months,  wearing  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  bis  left 
leg  by  a  chain  four  feet  long.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Henry  Hrien,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finking — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  United  States;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip 
with  the  letter  D  three  inches  long,  and  then  be  confined  in  such 
penitentiary  as  the  Department  Commander  may  designate  for  a 
period  of  five  years.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  reduced  to  two  years.  As  modi¬ 
fied,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

4th.  Private  Lyndall  Jamison,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Violation  of  the  44th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  T^yndall  Jamison,  Company 


E,  5th  Cavalrv,  having  been  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  1st  Ser¬ 
geant  Bernard  Moran,  Company  E,  5th  Cavalry,  did  make  use  of 
the  following  disrespectful  and  insolent  language  towards  the  said 
1st  Sergeant,  viz: — ••You  can  prefer  charges  against  me  now,  you 
son  of  a  b — h.  you  dirty  bastard;’’  or  words  to  that  effect;  and  did 
otherwise  conduct  himself  in  a  very  insulting  manner.  This  in  the 
bowling  alley  owned  by  the  post  trader  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  \V.  T., 
between  the  hours  of  1  o'clock  p.  m.  and  2  o'clock  p.  in.,  on  the  7th 
day  of  October,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Lyndall  Jamison,  Compa¬ 
ny  K,  5th  Cavalry,  did,  while  being  conducted  to  the  guard  house  by 
Corporal  Georye  Bolster,  Company  E.5th  Cavalry,  commence  swear¬ 
ing  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  manner,  thereby  disturbing  the  peace  of 
the  garrison;  and  did  make  use  of  the  following  threatening  lan¬ 
guage.  viz:  “You  cowardly  son  of  a  b — h,  you  have  to  take  a  board 
or  something  else  at  me:  if  I  had  a  carbine  or  pistol  I  would  blow 
your  d  — d  brains  out;”  the  said  language  being  intended  for  1st 
Sergeant  Bernard  Moran.  Company  E,  5th  Cavalrv.  This  at  Fort 
D.  .\.  Russell,  \V.  T.,  on  the  7th  day  of  October,  1871. 

Pi.ka— Guilty. 

Fi.xdixg — Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  term  of  three  months,  and  to  forfeit  eight  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
The  conduct  of  the  prisoner  was  highly  insubordinate.  His  steady 
character  during  several  years  of  service  is  believed,  however,  to 
justify  a  clement  consideration  of  his  case,  and  the  term  of  confine¬ 
ment  is  therfore  mitigated  to  one  month.  As  modified  the  sentence 
will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Georye  Weber,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge  l — Desertion. 

Change  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Findixg — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of 
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the  United  States;  to  he  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the 
letter  D  three  inches  long;  and  then  to  he  confined  in  sneli  peniten¬ 
tiary  as  the  Department  Commander  may  designate  for  a  period  of 
five' years." 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  two  years.  As  mitigated, 
the  sentence  will  he  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madsion.  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the  place 
of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  he  conducted  under  suitable 
guard,  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary  with  a 
copy  of  this  order. 

6th.  Private  Patrick  Col  lofty,  and  Private  Michael  McManus, 
Company  (i.  9th  Infantry. 

Chakiik  I — Violation  of  the  Act.  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 
1863,  entitled  “An  Act  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  upon  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States." 

Specification — In  this,  that  Private  Patrick  Col  lofty,  Company 
G,  9th  Infantry,  and  Private  Michael  McManus,  Company  G,  9th 
Infantry,  did,  at  the  camp  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  9th  Infantry,  at  or 
near  Chug  Water  Station,  W.  '1’.,  on  or  about  the  28th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  187 1,  feloniously  take,  steal  and  carry  away,  and  did  wrong¬ 
fully  and  knowingly  sell,  convey  or  dispose  of,  three  Springfield  rifle 
muskets,  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars  each,  aggregating  a  total  value 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  all  the  property  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  two  of  which  Captain  John  D.  Devin,  9th  Infantry, 
was  responsible,  and  Captain  Thomas  Ji.  Jhurowes,  9th  Infantry, 
responsible  for  one. 

This  at  the  place  and  on  or  about  the  date  above  specified. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  all  pay  and  allowances  now  dun  or  to  be¬ 
come  due;  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  and  then  to  be  confined  in  such  state  penitentiary  as  the  De¬ 
partment  Commander  may  designate  for  a  period  of  five  years.” 

The  evidence  in  this  case  shows  that  on  the  day  alleged  three  guns 
were  missed  from  the  camp  of  the  military  detachment  to  which 


the  prisoners  belonged;  that  the  detachment  was  at  once  assem¬ 
bled  and  the  prisoners  found  absent;  that  the  prisoners’ guns  were 
then  in  camp,  and  that  the  prisoners  had  been  seen  shortly  before  to 
leave  camp  with  two  guns  and  return  with  none.  The  inference  is 
irresistable  that  they  stole  and  disposed  of,  at  least  two  of  the  miss¬ 
ing  pieces;  though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  prosecution  failed  to 
trace  the  stolen  arms. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentences  are  approved  and  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  sentences  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoners  will  be  conducted  under 
suitable  guard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

7 : h .  Private  William  II.  Wallace,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

Cll  a  act  e —  Desert  ion. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left 
hip  with  the  letter  1)  one  and  one-half  'inches  long;  to  be  dishon¬ 
orably  discharged  the  service,  and  be  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view,  however,  of  certain  palliating  features  in  the  case  and  his 
unimpeachable  conduct  since  his  arrest,  while  on  parole  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  for  three  months 
in  charge  of  the  guard;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

8th.  Private  William,  Anderson,  Company  C,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip 
with  the  letter  D  one  and  one-half  inches  long;  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service  and  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved. 
In  view,  however,  of  the  prisoner's  voluntary  return  and  other  pal¬ 
liating  circumstances  in  the  ease,  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  con¬ 
finement  for  two  mouths  in  charge  of  the  guard;  and  as  modified 
will  be  duly  executed. 


II. ..Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  nt  Fort  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Neh.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  143, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Eugene 
A.  Carr,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Earl  D. 
Thontan,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  was  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  Peter  Higginn,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Chakgk  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification— In  this,  that  Private  Peter  Higgins,  Company  A, 
5th  Cavalry,  did  unlawfully  take,  steal  and  carry  away  one  Sharps' 
altered  carbine  and  thirty  centre-primed  metallic  cartridges  for 
Sharps'  carbine,  Cal.  50,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
which  Captain  Hubert  P.  Wileon,  5th  Cavalry,  is  responsible. 

This  at  Cheyenne,  W.  T.,  on  or  about  August  1,  1871 

Pi.ea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification  1st  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  ‘‘did  desert  said  service,”  and  substituting 
therefor  “did  absent  himself  without  leave.” 

Of  the  1st  charge — Not  Guilty  of  desertion,  but  guilty 
of  absence  without  leave. 

Of  the  specification  2d  charge — Guilty,  except  the 
words  “unlawfully  steal,  take  or  carry  away,”  “and 
thirty  centre-primed  metallic  catridges,  Cal.  50;” 
and  of  the  excepted  words — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  charge — Not  Guilty  of  theft,  but  guilty  of 
conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  bard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  two  months;  to  forfeit  eight  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay 
for  the  same  period;  and  to  make  good  the  loss  of  one  Sharps’  car¬ 
bine  (altered,  Cal.  50,)  to  the  United  States.” 

In  this  case  the  specification  to  the  2d  charge  is  deprived  of 
meaning  by  the  amendment;  and  the  findings  under  that  and  the 
2d  charge  are  disapproved.  The  findings  under  the  1st  charge 
are  approved.  The  sentence  is  approved,  but  the  forfeiture  of  eight 
dollars  per  month  is  remitted.  The  loss  of  the  carbine  will  be  made 
good  by  the  prisoner  either  in  money  or  by  the  return  of  the  weapon. 


On  the  second  day  of  the  trial  of  this  case  Major  E.  A.  Carr. 
5th  Cavalry,  who  was  absent  on  account  of  illness  at  the  previous 
session,  appeared  and  took  his  seat.  The  record  reads  as  follows: — 
‘•Major  Carr  here  announced  to  the  Court  that  as  he  was  absent 
from  the  last  sitting  of  the  Court  and  had  not  been  sworn  in  with 
the  other  members  now  present,  he  considered  himself  incompetent 
to  take  any  further  part  in  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  notwith¬ 
standing  no  evidence  had  been  taken.” 

“Major  Carr  then  announced  that  he  considered  himself  com¬ 
petent  to  decide  upon  his  own  eligibilily  to  sit  as  a  member  in  the 
case,  and  thereupon  withdrew;  without  any  action  being  taken  by 
the  other  members  of  the  Court  in  the  matter.  *  *  * 

The  position  taken  by  Major  Carr  was  incorrect.  The  question 
of  his  eligibility  was  one  for  the  decision,  not  of  himself,  but  of  the 
Court.  Had  he  been  challenged  by  the  prisoner  on  the  grounds 
staled  by  him,  it  would  have  been  for  the  Court,  not  him,  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  he  should  remain  or  retire;  but  here  the  record  shows 
that  he  first  challenged  himself,  and  then  sustained  the  challenge  on 
his  individual  judgment.  The  matter  was  in  fact  for  the  decision 
of  the  prisoner;  at  least  in  part.  Major  Carr  having  stated  his 
reasons  for  deeming  himself  ineligible,  the  prisoner  should  have 
been  asked  if  he  desired  to  challenge  that  officer  or  objected  to  his 
sitting.  Had  he  answered  in  the  affirmative  the  Court  would  then 
have  passed  upon  the  question;  if  in  the  negative,  thus  waiving  any 
exception,  no  further  steps  would  have  been  needed.  The  sitting 
of  Major  Carr  not  being  per  se  fatal  to  the  validity  of  the  subsequent 
proceedings,  neither  that  officer  nor  the  Court  should  have  taken  de¬ 
cisive  action  in  the  matter  until  it  was  ascertained  that  the  prisoner 
refused  to  waive  the  objection. 

By  Comm avd  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGI.ES, 

Assistant  A  dj utanUTGeneral. 
Official:  /)  // 


Aide-de-Camp. 


M. 

Omaha  Ha  it  racks. 

1.  Private  George  Lori.ng,  Company  C,  !)th  Infantry. 

2.  Recruit  John  E.  McPherson,  2d  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  Henri/  C.  Wickham.  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

4.  Private  William  E.  Sim,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

5.  Private  Solomon  Garrett,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

6.  Bujrler  John  McLaughlin,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  John  W.  Long,  Company  A.  9th  Infantry. 

8.  Recruit  Joseph  II.  Hartup,  2d  Cavalry. 

9.  Recruit  John  Kenned g,  2d  Cavalry. 

10.  Private  James  McCarthg,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

11.  Recruit  John  Summers,  2d  Cavalry. 

12.  Private  William  Peters,  Company  K.  9th  Infantry. 

13.  Private  James  H.  Williamson,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

14.  Private  Charles  Robinson,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  Nocember  6,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  67.  i 

I.. .Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No,  184, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  John  M.  Dickson,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  George  Loring,  Company  C,  9th  Infantry. 

Cli  a  kg  e — Desertion . 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  or  to  become  due  up  to  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  this 
sentence,  except  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  to  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  the  post  where  his  company 
may  be  serving,  for  the  period  of  six  months.” 


TIih  proceedings,  findings-,  and -sentence  in  this  case  are  approved; 
but  in  view  of  the  prisoner's  voluntary  surrender  after  a  month’s  ab¬ 
sence,  the  term  of  confinement  is  reduced  to  three  months.  As  mit¬ 
igated,  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Recruit  John  E.  McPherson,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ka—  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Skxtexck — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  having  a  ball  weighing 
twelve  pounds  attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by  a  chain  five  feet  long; 
to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances  that  are  or 
may  become  due,  except  the  necessary  clothing  and  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress:  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  to  be 
indelibly  marked  on  the  left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  one-half 
inches  long,  and  then  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service.” 

There  are  few  military  crimes  of  a  graver  character  than  that 
committed  by  this  prisoner;  uniting  as  he  did  to  a  violation  of  his 
oath  of  service,  a  breach  of  trust  demanding  the  severest  punishment. 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  are  approved  and  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Henry  C.  Wickham,  Company  E.  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

.  Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

,  Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence  except,  the  justdues 
of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D 
one  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  William  E.  Sim,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 
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Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  let  ter  D 
one  and  a  half  inches  long  and  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the 
service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Solomon  Garrett ,  Company  E,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

Fixiuxo — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  in  length,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and 
allowances  due  him  up  to  the  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with 
the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  and  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Bugler  John  McLaughlin ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  la¬ 
bor,  with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a 
chain  five  feet  in  length,  for  the  period  of  three  years;  to  forfeit  all 
pay  and  allowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except 
the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with 
the  letter  D  on  the  left  hip  one  and  one-half  inches  long,  and  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

'  The  voluntary  return  of  the  prisoner,  though  postponed  too  long, 
inclines  the  Department  Commander  to  leniency  in  this  case.  Thu 
sentence  is  therefore  mitigated  to  confinement  for  six  months  with 
ball  and  chain,  and  forfeiture  often  dollars  per  month  for  the  same 
period;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 
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7th.  Private  John  IV,  Long,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

C'HARttK — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Fivnt vg — Guilty. 

Sentence — "To  he  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  one  of  his  legs  by 
a  chain  five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  six  months;  and  to  forfeit  all 
pay  and  allowances  line  and  to  become  due,  except  the  just  dues  of 
the  laundress,  up  to  expiration  of  sentence.’’ 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 
In  view  of  the  excellent  character  given  the  prisoner  by  his  com¬ 
manding  officer,  his  faithful  service  in  Chicago  on  parole,  and  the 
probability  of  his  sincere  repentance  for  his  crime  as  indicated  by 
his  voluntary  surrender,  the  sentence  is  remitted. 

The  prisoner  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

8th.  Recruit  Joseph  II.  Harlup,  2d  Cavalry. 

Chakgk — Theft,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  dis¬ 
cipline. 

Specification — In,  that  Recruit  Joseph  II.  Hartvp,  2d  Cavalry,  did 
take  away  from  the  store-room  of  Company  A,  9th  Infantry,  and 
sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  two  improved  Springfield  breach  loading 
rifles,  valued  at  one  hundred  dollars,  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  which  Captain  William  II.  Jordan,  9th  Infantry,  is 
responsible.  All  this  at  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  on  or  about  Oc¬ 
tober  17,  1871. 

Plea — To  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “sell  or 
otherwise.” 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  except  the  words  “sell  or 
otherwise.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  and  to  become  due  him;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  such 
penitentiary  or  military  prison  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Department  may  designate  for  the  period  of  two  years;  and  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

The  proceedings,  fiudings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


The  penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  is  designated  as  the 
place  of  confinement,  where  the  prisoner  will  he  conducted  under 
suitable  jruard  and  turned  over  to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary 
with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

The  dishonorable  discharge  will  he  given  the  prisoner  previous  to 
his  confinement  in  the  penitentiary. 

S*th.  Recruit  John  Kennedy,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ka— Not  Guilty. 

Fix  lit  xg — Guilty. 

Skxtexck — ■■  I’,,  forfeit  to  the  United  Stales  all  pay  and  allowances 
due  ami  to  become  due  tip  to  the  expiration  of  the  sentence,  except 
the  just  dues  of  the  laundress,  and  to  lie  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Private  Jamrx  McCarthy,  Company  E,  !)th  Infantry. 

Ciiakok — Desertion. 

Pi.ka — Not  Guilty. 

Ftxntxii — Not  Guilty,  but  guilty  of  absence  without  leave. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  two  months;  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all 
pay  due  or  to  become  due  until  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  ex¬ 
cept  the  just  dues  of  the  laundress.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

11th.  Recruit  John  Summers,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification — In  this  that  he,  Recruit  John  Summers,  2d  Caval¬ 
ry,  being  a  I.ance  Sergeant  in  a  detachment  of  recruits,  having  ta¬ 
ken  three  or  more  men  with  him  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  captur¬ 
ing  three  deserters  from  said  detachment,  did  go  to  a  saloon  in  the 
vicinity  of  O.naha  Barracks  and  did  remain  there  for  the  space  of 
half  an  hour,  more  or  less,  and  did  become  intoxicated;  and  did  fait 
to  bring  back  said  deserters,  they  being  in  said  saloon  at  the  time 
he  reached  it,  he  making  no  effort  to  capture  them;  and  upon  his  re- 


turn  did  create  a  disturbance  in  the  quarters  occupied  by  said  detach¬ 
ment  of  recruits.  All  this  at.  or  near  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or 
about  October  25,  1871. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Of  the  specification — Guilty,  inserting  the  word  “suf¬ 
ficient”  before  “effort.” 

Of  the  charge — Guilty.” 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his  pay 
per  month  for  four  months;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  two  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  William  Peters,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Chakue — Violation  of  the  46th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  six  dollars  per  month 
of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  la¬ 
bor  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  one  month.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

13th.  Private  James  H.  Williamson,  Company  K,  14th  Infantry. 

Chakge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  just  dues  of 
the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D  one 
and  a  half  inches  long  on  the  left  hip,  and  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  ease  ure  approved. 
The  reason  given  by  the  prisoner  for  his  desertion,  nahiely,  the  in-1 
jury  to  his  hand,  which  to  some  extent  unfitted  him  for  military 
duty,  is  a  very  inadequate  excuse  for  his  crime,  yet  it  disposes  the 
reviewing  authority  to  a  lenient  consideration  of  this  case. 
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The  sentence  is  mitigate'!  to  confinement  in  charge  of  the  guard, 
with  hall  and  chain,  for  six  months,  and  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  pay  fur  the  same  period;  and  as  modified  will  he  duly 
executed. 

14th.  Private  Charles  Robinson ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Cuaiirk  I — Drunkenness  on  duty. 

Charge  2 — Sleeping  on  post. 

Pt.EA— Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty.* 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  per 
month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  six  months;  and  to  he  confined  at 
hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  post  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  Department  Commander  does  not  feel  himself  justified  in 
approving  the  findings  and  sentence  in  this  . case;  the  only  wit¬ 
nesses  called  by  the  prosecution,  to  wit:  the  sergeant  and  corporal 
who  arrested  the  prisoner,  testifying  that  they  found  no  evidence  in 
his  manner  to  lead  them  to  suppose  him  drunk,  that  they  could  de¬ 
tect  no  odor  of  spirits  about  him  at  the  time,  and  that  he  is  habitual¬ 
ly  a  steady  soldier.  Nor  is  it  shown  that  he  was  asleep  when  taken 
off  his  post.  Unquestionably  he  was  found  lying  prostrate  on  his 
beat;  but  the  evidence  seems  to  negative,  it  certainly  does  not  in 
any  way  confirm,  the  inference  that  he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time. 

The  proceedings  are  approved,  but  the  findings  and  sentence  are 
disapproved.  Private  Robinson  will  be  restored  to  duty. 

11.. . The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Laramie,  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  141,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Captain  Augustus  H.  Bain- 
bridge,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Robert 
M.  O'Reilly,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dis¬ 
solved. 

111.. .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  McPherson. 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  143,  current  se¬ 
ries  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Eugene  A.  Carr, 
5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  2d  Lieutenant  Earl  D.  Thomas,  5th 
Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

IV...The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Bridger,  W.  T., 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  146,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  Robert  S.  La  Motte, 


lath  Infantry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Joseph  K.  Cor 
son,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

V. ..Thc  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Camp  Douglas,  U. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Peragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  156,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Colonel  William  II.  Emory, 
5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Major  Herbert  P.  Curtis,  Judge  Ad¬ 
vocate  U.  S.  Army,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VI.  ..The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  Fetterman,  W. 
T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  167,  current  series 
from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  George, 
A.  Woodward,  14th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  Rob¬ 
ert  P.  Warren,  14th  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

VII.  ..The  Geueral  Court  Martial  convened  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
W.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2.  Special  Orders  No.  179,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Major  E.  W.  Critten¬ 
den,  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st  Lieutenant  George  F.  Price, 
5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  Comman'd  op  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

geo.  n.  i. ucgi.es, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


G.  M. 

Omaha  Barracks. 

•'I.  Private  James  Bruce ,  Company  E,  9th 

#/2,_  Private  John  Fisher,  Company  E,  9th  L _ .  _ 

vZ,  Private  Charles  Underburg ,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 
r  L  Private  Mike  McGrath,  Company  A,  4th  Cavalry. 

*•'^5.  Private  Patrick  J.  Sullivan,  Company  E,  9tli  Infantry. 

Ml.  Private  Premigins  Vogler,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 
k'  T.  Private  John  Johnson,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

*//8.  Private  Maurice  Curran,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

*/9.  Private  John  Batson,  Company  I,  22nd  Infantry. 

^10.  Recruit  Daniel  Brown,  2d  Cavalry. 

*//ll.  Private  James  Ellis,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry, 
i  12.  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

13.  Pri  vate  Pat.  Rockbud,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  November  10,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  68.  I 


I... Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Omaha 
Barracks,  Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  184, 
current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  John  M.  Dickson,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried: — 

1st.  Private  James  Bruce,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  4oth  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  John  Fisher ,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 
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Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

3d.  Private  Charles  Underburg,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and 
allowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the  just 
dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  a  let¬ 
ter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  long  on  the  leffcship,  and  to  be  dishon¬ 
orably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

4th.  Private  Mike  McGrath,  Company  A,  4th  Cavalry. 

Cha  rg  e — Desertion . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the  just  dues  of 
the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  a  letter  D  one 
and  a  half  inches  in  length  on  the  left  hip,  and  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

5th.  Private  Patrick  J.  Sulliran,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Chahgb  1 — Violation  of  the  45th  Article  of  War. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  50th  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 
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Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  post 
guard  for  the  period  of  six  months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  ten  dollars  per  month  of  his  monthly  pay  for  the  period  of 
five  months.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

6th.  Private  Premigins  Vogler ,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the 
United  States  with  loss  of  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due  or  to  be¬ 
come  due.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved, 
but  the  sentence  is  so  modified  as  to  permit  the  payment  of  ten 
dollars  to  prisoner  when  discharged;  and  as  mitigated  will  be  duly 
executed. 

7th.  Private  John  Johnson,  Company  I,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  22d  Article  of  War. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  just  dues  of 
the  laundress;  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  a  letter  D  one  and  a  half 
inches  long  on  the  left  hip,  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged 
the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved. 

The  prisoner’s  excellent  conduct  while  serving  his  second  enlist¬ 
ment,  as  testified  to  by  his  officers,  disposes  the  reviewing  authority 
to  a  lenient  consideration  of  the  prisoner’s  offenses;  and  the 
sentence  is  mitigated  to  confinement  in  charge  of  the  guard  for  six 
months,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  forfeiture  of  eight  dollars  per 
month  for  the  same  period.  As  modified,  the  sentence  will  be  duly 
executed. 
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8th.  Private  Maurice  Curran,  Company  K,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge  1 — Desertion. 

Charge  2 — Violation  of  the  38th  Article  of  War. 

Pi.ea — To  the  1st  charge  and  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  charge  and  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — ‘‘To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allowan¬ 
ces  that  are  due  or  may  become  due  him;  to  be  confined  in  such 
penitentiary  as  the  General  Commanding  the  Department  may  di¬ 
rect,  for  the  period  of  one  year;  and  then  to  be  dishonorably  dis¬ 
charged  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

In  this  case  the  specification  under  the  2d  charge,  to  be  correctly 
drawn  under  the  38th  Article,  should  have  alleged,  not  that  the  pris¬ 
oner  “did  steal,  lose,  or  destroy,”  but  that  he  “did  sell,  lose,  or  spoil 
through  neglect"  certain  arms  and  equipments. 

In  charges  drawn  under  the  articles  of  war  the  language  of  the 
article  should  be  closely  adhered  to. 

Again,  “to  steal,  lose,  or  destroy”  is  not  a  penitentiary  offence. — 
To  steal  is,  to  lose  is  not.  The  sentence  is  therefore  in  part 
illegal.  (See  remarks  in  case  of  Private  Abbott,  G.  0.  48,  c.  s.) 

The  proceedings  are  approved.  The  findings  under  the  1st 
charge  are  approved.  Those  under  the  2d  charge  are  dis¬ 
approved.  The  sentence  is  approved,  except  that  portion  which 
awards  confinement  in  a  penitentiary.  The  prisoner  will  be  dis¬ 
honorably  discharged  on  receipt  of  this  order. 

9th.  Private  John  Batson,  Company  I,  22d  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  la¬ 
bor,  with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a 
chain  five  feet  in  length,  for  the  period  of  three  years;  to  forfeit  all 
pay  and  allowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except 
the  just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with 
the  letter  1)  on  the  left  hip  one  and  one-half  inches  long,  and  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 


and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

10th.  Recruit  Daniel  Brown ,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D 
on  the  left  hip,  one  and  a  half  inches  long,  and  to  be  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  disap¬ 
proved.  The  prisoner  denies  in  his  statement  to  the  Court,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  plea  of  guilty,  that  he  had  any  intention  to  desert. — 
The  Court  should  have  directed  the  Judge  Advocate  to  change  the 
plea  of  the  prisoner  to  “Not  Guilty-,”  and  heard  testimony  on  the 
facts.  (See  Digest,  Tit.  “Plea,”  Page  280,  If.  3.) 

The  prisoner  will  be  released  from  confinement. 

11th.  Private  James  Ellis ,  Company  M,  2d  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Pi.ea— Guilty. 

B’inping — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  in  length,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  all  pay  and 
allowances  due  him  up  to  the  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the 
just  dues  of  the  laundress;  and  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  let¬ 
ter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  long,  on  the  left  hip,  and  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

12th.  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Company  A,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this,  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  Coin- 


pany  A,  9th  Infantry,  being  a  prisoner  undergoing  sentence  and  un¬ 
der  charge  of  a  sentinel,  did  escape  from  said  sentinel  and  remain 
absent  until  apprehended  and  brought  back. 

Specification  2 — In  this,  that  Private  Albert  Zimmerman,  being 
a  prisoner  undergoing  sentence  and  under  charge  of  Private 
Wesley  Farley,  Company  K,  9th  Infantry,  a  duly  posted  sentinel, 
did,  without  cause  or  provocation,  strike  and  severely  injure  the 
said  sentinel. 

All  this  at  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb.,  on  or  about  September  21, 
1871. 

Plea — To  the  1st  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  charge — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the  guard 
for  the  period  of  six  months.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved.  The 
sentence  is  disapproved,  it  being  irreconcilable  with  the  sentence 
now  in  force  against  the  prisoner,  and  which  is  published  in  Gener¬ 
al  Orders  No.  48,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters. 

13th.  Private  Pat.  Rockbud,  Company  E,  9th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  be  confined  in  charge  of  the  guard  at  hard  labor, 
with  a  ball  weighing  twelve  pounds  attached  to  his  leg  by  a  chain 
five  feet  long,  for  the  period  of  two  years;  to  forfeit  till  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  due  him  up  to  expiration  of  sentence,  except  the  just  dues 
of  the  laundress;  and  then  to  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  letter  D 
one  and  a  half  inches  long  on  the  left  hip,  and  dishonorably 
discharged  the  service.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  approved; 
but  the  sentence  is  mitigated  to  dishonorable  discharge  with  loss  of 
all  pay  and  allowances,  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.  .The  General  Court  Martial  convened  at  Omaha  Barracks, 
Neb.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  184,  current 
series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Albert  G.  Brackett,  2d  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 


John  M.  Dickson,  Medical  Department,  Judge  Advocate,  is  hereby 
dissolved. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  I).  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  November  13,  1871 


The  undersigned  hereby  relinquishes  the  command  of  the  Do- 
parment  of  the  Platte,  which  by  General  Orders  No.  6(5,  current 
series,  from  the  War  Department,  is  temporarily  merged  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Missouri.  All  official  communications,  reports  and 
returns  required  by  existing  orders  and  regulations,  will  henceforth  be 
sent  to  the  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  at  Fort  Leav¬ 
enworth. 

The  undersigned  cannot  relinquish  a  command  which  he  has  ex¬ 
ercised  so  agreeably  to  himself  for  the  past  live  years,  without  ex¬ 
pressing  his  thorough  appreciation  of  the  conduct  and  efficiency  of 
his  staff,  and  of  the  troops  within  his  department  during  that  time. 
In  winter  or  summer,  they  have  ever  been  ready  and  eager  for 
whatever  duty  was  required  of  them,  and  on  all  occasions  have  per¬ 
formed  it  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily.  He  leaves  them  with  re¬ 
gret,  and  will  always  hold  them  in  nffectionate  remembrance. 


C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Brigadier  General 

Commanding. 


Official: 


Aide-de-Cautp. 


. 


. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska.  November  21,  1871. 


GENERAL  ORT'ERS, 

No.  70. 


1. . .As  announced  in  General  Orders  No.  70,  current  series,  from 
the  War  Department,  the  Department  of  the  Platte  has  been  re-es¬ 
tablished  by  the  President,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brigadier 
General  Ori>,  U.  S.  Army. 

11. . .By  direction  of  the  Lieutenant  General,  the  undersigned  will 
exercise  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Platte  until  the 
arrival  of  its  permanent  Commander,  Brigadier  General  Oan. 


C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Brigadier  General 
Commanding. 


Official  : 


Aid  f-de- Camp. 


G.  C.  M. 


Camp  Douglas. 

1.  Private  Andrew  Hare ,  Company  E,  13th  Infantry. 

2.  Private  Joseph  Klapka ,  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

3.  Private  Timothy  Flynn ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  James  Allen ,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  Frank  Schultz,  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

1.  Private  Hark  King,  Company  M.  oth  Cavalry. 

2.  Private  Louis  Heisser.  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

3.  Private  William  Kirk,  Company  II,  14th  Infantry. 

4.  Private  Patrick  Coll ,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

5.  Private  John  Hasse,  Company  Iv,  5th  Cavalry. 

6.  Private  Calvin  Howe,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

7.  Private  Jesse  McClane ,  Company  I.  9th  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  November  22,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  > 

No.  71.  5 

I.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Camp 
Douglas,  U.  T\,  pursuant  to  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No. 
189,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Captain  Nathan  IF.  Osborne,  13th  Infantry,  is  President,  and  2d 
Lieutenant  William  A.  Dinwiddie,  2d  Cavalry.  Judge  Advocate, 
were  arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Andrew  Hare,  Company  E.  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty . 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  m  this  case  are  approved,  and 
the  sentence,  though  inadequate  to  the  offense,  will  be  duly 
executed. 


2d.  Private  Joseph  Klctpka,  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

Ch  arg  E — D  esertio  li . 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved,  and 
the  sentence,  though  too  lenient,  will  be  duly  executed. 


3d.  Private  Timothy  Flynn ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry. 

Charge — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification  1 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Timothy  Flynn ,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  13th  Infantry,  when  ordered  by  1st  Sergeant  Charles 
Hammer ,  Company  F,  13th  Infantry,  to  draw  a  blouse,  did  an¬ 
swer  in  a  disrespectful  manner:  I  will  be  d - d  if  I  do,  and 

you  nor  General  Be  Trobriand  cannot  make  me.”  This  at  camp 
near  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  11th  day'  of  October,  1871. 

Specification  2 — In  this  that  he.  Private  Timothy  Flynn ,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  13th  Infantry,  when  ordered  to  the  guard  house  by  1st 

Sergeant  Hammer  of  same  company,  did  reply :  “  D - n  it,  you 

can  take  me  to  the  guard  house  if  you  want  to.”  This  at  camp 
near  Camp  Douglas,  U  T.,  on  the  11th  day  of  October,  1871. 

Specification  3— In  this  that  he,  Private  Timothy  Flynn ,  com¬ 
pany  F,  13th  Infantry,  while  on  the  way  to  the  guard  house; 
being  in  front  of  officers  quarters  and  aeting  boisterously; 
when  ordered  by  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Waterbury.  13th  Infantry,  to 
keep  still,  did  make  a  contemptuous,  profane  and  obscene  reply. 
This  at  camp  near  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  on  the  11th  day  of 
October,  1871. 

Plea— To  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

To  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

To  the  charge— Guilty 

Finding— Of  the  1st  specification — Not  Guilty. 

Of  the  2d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  3d  specification — Guilty. 

Of  the  charge— Guilty. 
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Sentence— 44  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  five  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  two  mouths,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  James  Allen ,  Company  A,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

I’lea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months ;  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard,  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved.  In  view  of  the  voluntary  suri-ender  of  the  prisoner,  the 
sentence  of  confinement  is  remitted.  The  remaining  portion  of 
the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prisoner  will  be  restored 
to  duty. 

5th.  Private  Frank  Schultz ,  Company  A,  7th  Infantry. 

•  Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence—41  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  dollars  of  his 
monthly  pay  for  six  months,  and  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in 
charge  of  the  guard  for  the  same  period.” 

The  proceedings  and  findings  in  this  case  are  approved,  and 
the  sentence,  though  too  lenient,  will  be  duly  executed. 

II.. Before  a  General  Court  Martial  which  convened  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  VV.  T.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders 
No.  179,  current  series  from  these  Headquarters,  and  of  which 
Major  Eugene  W.  Crittenden  5th  Cavalry,  is  President,  and  1st 
Lieutenant  George  F.  Trice ,  5th  Cavalry,  Judge  Advocate,  were 
arraigned  and  tried : 

1st.  Private  Mark  King ,  Company  M,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 
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Sentence—-  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  one-half  inches  in  length ;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service  and  bugled 
out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

2d.  Private  Lov.is  Bcisser,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  one-half  inches  in  length ;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service  and  bugled 
out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved;  but  in  view  of  the  prisoner’s  voluntary  surrender  the 
sentence  is  mitigated  to  forfeiture  of  ten  dollars  per  month  for 
five  months ;  and  as  modified  will  be  duly  executed.  The  prison¬ 
er  will  be  released  from  confinement. 


3d.  Private  William  Kirk,  Company  IT,  14th  Infantry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— 11  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  service  and  bugled 
out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


4th.  Private  Patrick  Coll,  Company  D,  5th  Cavalry. 
Charge— Desertion. 

Plea — Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 


Sentence — “  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  paj'  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D  one  and  one-half  inches  in  length ;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States  and  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

nth.  Private  John  Tf*-***.  Company  K.  Mb  Cavalry. 

Charge— Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding — Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  one-half  inches  in  length;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States  and  bugled  out  of  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 


6th.  Private  Calvin  Iloice,  Company  B,  5th  Cavalry. 

Charge — Desertion. 

Plea— Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence — “To  forfeit  to  the  United  States  all  pay  and  allow, 
ances  now  due  or  to  become  due;  to  be  indelibly  marked  on  the 
left  hip  with  the  letter  D,  one  and  one-half  inches  in  length,  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States  and  bugled  out  oi  the  garrison.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

7th.  Private  Jesse  McClane,  Company  I,  9tli  Infantry. 

Charge— Violation  of  the  6th  Article  of  War. 

Plea— Not  Guilty. 

Finding— Guilty. 

Sentence— “To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  charge  of  the 
guard  at  the  post  where  his  company  may  be  serving,  for  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  six  months,  wearing  a  ten-pound  ball  attached  to  his  left 


leg  by  a  chain  three  feet  long;  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten 
dollars  of  his  monthly  pay  per  month  for  the  same  period;  and 
then  to  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service  of  the  United 
States.” 

The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  in  this  case  are  ap¬ 
proved  and  confirmed,  and  the  sentence  will  be  duly  executed. 

The  court  which  tried  the  foregoing  cases  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
though  dissolved  by  General  Orders  No.  67,  current  series  from 
these  Headquarters,  of  date  November  6th,  and  therefore  appar¬ 
ently  sitting  without  authority,  was  in  fact  undissolved  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  of  these  cases ;  the  order  referred  to  not  having 
been  published  until  November  25,  1871. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  1,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  \ 

No.  72.  \ 

In  accordance  with  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  con¬ 
tained  in  letter  of  June  29,  1871.  from  the  Adjutant  General's  Of¬ 
fice,  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Bridger  has  been  re-located 
and  is  now  announced  as  contained  within  the  following  boundary 

Starling  from  a  point  one  (1)  mile  west  of  flag-staff  at  Fort  Brid- 
ger  running  north  two  (2)  miles;  thence  east  two  (2)  miles  and  for¬ 
ty  (40)  chains;  thence  six  ((>)  mi'es  and  thirty-two  (32)  chains 
south;  thence  west  two  (2)  miles  and  fortv  (40)  chains:  thence  north 
four  (4)  miles  and  thirty-two  (32)  chains  to  point  of  beginning;  in 
all  sixteen  (lti)  square  miles. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Augur: 

GEO.  D.  HIGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  2,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  73.  ) 

The  undersigned  hereby  relinquishes  the  temporary  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Platte,  which  he  has  exercised  pursuant  to 
General  Orders  No.  9,  Paragraph  3,  from  Headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri. 

C.  C.  AUGUR. 

Brigadier  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  11,  1871. 

5KNERAL  ORDERS,  ) 

No.  74.  } 


In  obedience  to  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders  No.  70,  current  se- 
ies,  from  the  War  Department,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
:ommand  of  the  Department  of  the  Platte. 


Ipficiai,: 


Brigadier  General, 

Commanding. 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


.  ' 

'  :  i  .!.•  •'  r<i 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  21,  1871. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  | 

No.  75.  j 

1.. .First  Lieutenant  Hugh  G.  Brown,  12th  Infantry,  A.  I).  C.  to 
the  Commanding  General,  is  announced  as  such,  to  date  from  De¬ 
cember  11,  1871,  the  date  upon  which  Brigadier  General  Ord  as¬ 
sumed  command  of  the  Department. 

1 1.. . Hereafter,  when  troops  are  moved  by  rail  within  the  limits  of 
this  command,  no  transportation  for  baggage  will  be  furnished  beyond 
that  specifically  allowed  by  the  Army  Regulations,  except  in  eases 
of  emergency  when  specially  authorized  from  these  Headquarters. 

The  Railroad  Company  transports  one  hundred  pounds  per  pas¬ 
senger.  In  cases  where  this  may  not  cover  the  baggage  of  the  en¬ 
tire  command,  all  in  excess,  if  within  the  regulation  allowance,  will 
be  transported  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  as  freight. 

All  bills  for  transportation  of  baggage  over  and  above  the  regula¬ 
tion  allowance,  when  presented  to  the  Government,  will  be  charged 
against  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops. 

111. . .As  the  Ordnance  Depot  at  Cheyenne  will  be  discontinued 
after  the  15th  proximo,  officers  detailed  to  inspect  ordnance  proper¬ 
ty  will  specify  the  Ordnance  Depot  at  Omaha,  in  cases  where  they 
may  recommend  unserviceable  stores  to  be  turned  into  Depot. — 
Such  stores  only  as  may  be  clearly  of  a  repairable  nature,  and  may 
be  fit  for  issue,  after  such  repairs,  will  be  ordered  to  the  Depot.  All 
worn-out  leather-work  of  accoutrements,  curry-combs,  horse-brushes, 
blankets,  etc.,  may  be  recommended  to  be  dropped,  as  such  proper¬ 
ty  is  not  worth  transportation. 

IV... Hereafter,  on  each  post  return  forwarded  to  these  Headquar¬ 
ters,  a  separate  column,  to  be  headed  “when  read  to  the  troops,” 
will  be  ruled  under  “official  communications  received  during  the 
month.”  In  this  column  will  be  noted  the  date  upon  which  each 
general  order  received  from  General,  Division,  or  Department  Head¬ 
quarters,  and  each  special  order  received  from  Department  Head¬ 
quarters  shall  have  been  read  to  the  troops  of  the  post. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  Generai.  Ord: 

geo.  I),  rcggl.es,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Oam/t. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  December  28,  1871. 

GENERAL.  ORDERS,  I 

No.  7(1.  I 


7 

> 


1. . .To  enable  him'  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Paragraph 
7,  Special  Orders  No.  472,  current  series,  from  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  Major  Benjamin  Alvord,  Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Pay¬ 
master  of  the  Department,  is  relieved  from  duty  in  this  Command. 

1 1.. . Major  J.  E.  Burbank,  Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army,  will  perform 
temporarily,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  duties  of  Chief  Pay¬ 
master  of  this  Department. 


By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 


Official: 


GEO.  D.  KUGGLKS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


A  ide-de-  Gam/i. 


Note. — This  is  the  last  of  the  series  of  1 H7 1 . 


' 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska.  January  8,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  1. 


Captain  H.  G.  Litchfield ,  2d  Artillery,  having  been  assigned  by 
the  War  Department  to  duty  as  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Commanding 
General,  to  date  from  January  3,  1872,  is  hereby  announced  accord¬ 
ingly. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 


GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


/  />/ 


Major  C.  M.  Terrell,  Paymaster  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  at 
these  Headquarters  in  obedience  to  Paragraph  9,  Special  Orders 
No.  440,  of  1871,  from  the  War  Department,  is  placed  on  duty  in 
)  this  city,  and  is  hereby  announced  as  Chief  Paymaster  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  to  which  duty  he  has  been  assigned,  temporarily,  by  Par¬ 
agraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  7,  current  series,  from  the  War  De¬ 
partment. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


.1  ide-de-  Cam/). 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  March  20,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  3.  { 

1.. . 1n  consequence  of  the  long  delays  occasioned  in  the  set  tlement 
of  claims  of  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,  by  neglect  or  laxity  of  officers 
of  the  Army  in  forwarding  proper  returns  and  reports  in  cases  of 
deaths  of  enlisted  men,  the  attention  of  officers  serving  in  this  De¬ 
partment  is  called,  at  the  request  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  to  Article  XVII,  of  the  Revised  Army  Regulations,  and  a 
strict  and  speedy  compliance  with  the  requirements  thereof  is  en¬ 
joined  upon  them. 

11. . .Post  Signal  Officers,  at  posts  in  this  Department  where  Cav¬ 
alry  may  be  serving,  will  be  selected,  whenever  practicable,  from 
that  arm  of  the  service,  with  a  view  to  its  proficiency  in  signalling 
when  serving  in  the  field. 

By  Command  ok  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


*'  •>■■••  •'  •  ■  >  >i  I-  '  ’(•!  ■-  >ir*i  •  !*> 
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HEADQUARTERS jDE^ARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  March  25,  1872. 


1.. . Hereafter,  on  the  last  business  day  of  every  quarter,  each  Post 
commissary  will  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  all  subsistence  sup¬ 
plies  on  hand,  and  submit  a  written  report  thereof  to  the  Command¬ 
ing  officer  for  his  information  and  action.  The  report  will  be  made 
in  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  will  exhibit : — 

1.  The  general  condition  of  the  supplies. 

2.  The  articles  and  quantities  that  are  unfit  for  issue,  and,  in  the 

opinion  of  the  Commissary,  require  the  action  of  an  inspect¬ 
or. 

3.  The  articles  and  quantities  that  are  deteriorating  in  quality, 

and  the  measures  taken  for  their  preservation. 

4.  Whether,  during  the  quarter,  the  stores  longest  on  hand  have 

been  issued  first,  as  required  by  Paragraph  1194,  Revised  L'. 

S.  Army  Regulations,  1863. 

5.  What  security  there  is  against  fire  and  loss  by  theft. 

6.  Whether  the  store-houses  are  properly  guarded  by  sentinels. 

Commanding  officers  will  carefully  examine  these  reports,  and 

transmit  them,  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  the  Chief  C.  S.  of  the 
Department,  endorsing  thereon  a  statement  of  their  action,  and 
their  views  and  recommendations  as  to  further  action  by  higher  au¬ 
thority. 

11.. .To  prevent  an  unnecessary  accumulation  of  some  equivalent 
articles  of  the  same  part  of  the  ration  to  become  stale  and  unfit  for 
issue,  and  a  corresponding  deficiency  of  others  to  deprive  the  com¬ 
plete  ration  of  the  variety  contemplated  by  law  and  regulations; 
commanding  officers  will  keep  themselves  advised,  through  their 
commissaries,  of  the  number  of  rations  of  each  article  on  hand,  and. 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  state  of  the  supplies  may  require,  announce 
in  orders  what  proportions  of  the  different  equivalent  articles,  as 
pork  and  bacon;  flour,  hard  bread  and  corn-meal;  beans,  peas,  rice, 
and  hominy;  green  coffee,  roasted  coffee  and  tea,  &c.,  shall  be 
drawn  for  and  issued. 


IFI... Attention  id  invited  to  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders  No. 
18,  War  Department,  A.G.O.,  18GG,  which  authorizes  the  purchase 
by  the  Subsistence  Department  of  articles  saved  from  the  ration, 
only  “when  it  (the  Subsistence  Department,)  require*  thin  J'nr  re- 
issue:"'  i.  e.,  when  such  articles  and  quantities  are  necessary  to  en¬ 
able  the  Commissary  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  garrison  during 
a  reasonable  period  of  time,  depending  upon  the  circumstances  of 
the  post,  as  to  climate,  storage,  facility  of  communication  with  it.  &c. 
When  by  the  purchase  of  any  particular  article  there  would  result 
an  undue  accumulation  thereof,  and  consequent  liability  of  loss  to 
the  United  States  by  its  deterioration  from  age,  or  other  causes,  the 
Commissary  will  decline  to  purchase  any  of  that  article. 

IV.  .Butter,  cheese,  lard,  hams,  fresh  vegetables,  canned  fruits 
and  vegetables,  pickles,  and  other  readily  perishable  articles  should 
be  transported  only  in  the  spring  or  autumn,  when  the  tem¬ 
perature  is  moderate.  The  times  for  making  the  stated  requisitions 
have  been  fixed  accordingly,  by  Paragraph  IV,  General  Orders  No. 
40,  18(18,  from  these  Headquarters. 

Pickled  meats  and  fish,  pickles,  and  butter  will  be  frequently  ex¬ 
amined  and  the  brine  tested.  The  brine  will  be  replenished,  through 
the  bung  hole,  with  salt  if  found  too  weak,  or  replaced  if.  leakage 
has  occurred.  Post  commanders  may  authorize  the  employment  of 
a  cooper,  when  one  can  be  hired  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  in  cases 
where  his  services  may  be  necessary  to  tighten  leaking  barrels. 

In  summer,  all  articles  liable  to  damage  by  excessive  heat,  and, 
in  winter,  those  liable  to  injury  by  freezing ,  will  be  kept  in  cellars. 
On  the  1st  of  May,  Commissaries  will  re-arrange  their  stores  for 
preservation  during  the  ensuing  summer,  and  on  the  1st  of  October, 
for  the  ensuing  winter. 

Especial  attention  is  invited  to  ‘•Miscellaneous  Items,’’  1,  2,  3,4 
and  5,  page  301,  Revised  U.  S.  Army  Regulations,  18G3,  and  a 
strict  compliance  therewith  enjoined. 

V. .. Boards  of  survey  cannot  properly  recommend  that  a  Commis¬ 
sary  be  relieved  from  responsibility  for  damage  to  subsistence  stores 
resulting  from  “age,"  “long  storage,"  & c.,  unless  it  be  shown  by  sat¬ 
isfactory  evidence  that  the  orders  and  regulations  relating  to  the 
care  and  preservation  of  stores,  purchase  of  savings  for  re-issue, 
and  issuing  stores  longest  on  hand  first,  have  been  complied  with. 


3 


VJ...Paragraph  I,  of  General  Orders  No.  63,  series  of  i860,  from 
these  Headquarters,  is  hereby  modified  so  far  as  to  allow  fires  to  be 
kept  in  Subsistence  store-houses,  provided  that  hearths  be  placed 
under  the  stoves,  the  flues  made  safe,  and  a  reliable  clerk,  or  other 
employee,  be  required  to  sleep  in  the  room  where  the  fire  is  kept, 
with  ample  means  for  extinguishing  fire  at  hand. 

By  Commaxi>  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp, 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  March  27,  1872. 


GENERA  I.  ORDERS,  1 

No.  5.  ) 

1. . .Commanding  officers  are,  and  will  be  held,  responsible  for  the 
proper  care  of  all  public  property  at  their  posts.  When  losses  there¬ 
in  or  damage  thereto  may  occur,  other  than  such  as  may  be  legiti¬ 
mately  accounted  for  as  unavoidable,  it  will  be  recommended  that  a 
proper  share  of  the  money  values  thereof  be  charged  against  them. 
Commanding  officers,  by  personal  superintendence,  will  see  that  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  Quartermaster’s  and  Subsistence  Departments,  and  those 
in  charge  of  arms  perform  their  duties,  and  will  promptly  relieve  and 
prefer  charges  against  such  as  fail  to  do  so. 

11..  .A  11  Quartermaster’s  supplies  received  at  posts  by  contract  or 
purchase  in  open  market  will  be  subject  to  inspection  on  arrival  bv 
a  Board  of  Officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Post  Commander,  and 
if  not  found  fully  in  accordance  with  the  contract  or  conditions  of 
purchase  will  be  rejected.  All  Quartermaster’s  contracts  will  con¬ 
tain  a  provision  to  this  effect. 

11 1. . .Post  Commanders  will  make  a  thorough  inspection  between 
the  1st  and  5th  days  of  each  month  of  the  animals,  material,  and 
supplies  of  every  kind  which  may  be  at  their  respective  posts,  in  the 
Quartermaster’s,  Subsistence  ami  Ordnance  Departments,  and  in 
the  hands  of  company  commanders,  and  will  forward  reports  of 
their  inspections  in  letter  form  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
at  these  Headquarters,  covering  information  as  follows,  viz : — 

1.  Of  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  Of  store-houses,  tents, 
&c.,  in  which  stores  and  property  may  be  placed;  and  in  case  of  un¬ 
fitness,  the  reasons  therefor;  whether  these  store-houses,  tents,  &e., 
are  protected  from  fire  and  thieves;  of  auimals,  whether  in  good 
condition  and  well  cared  for;  of  forage,  whether  according  to 
contract,  protected  from  theft,  fire,  or  damage;  short  forage,  well 
housed;  long  forage,  well  stacked;  and  both  under  proper  guard;  of 
Quartermaster’s  stores,  whether  under  shelter;  wagons,  in  good  con¬ 
dition;  harness  and  wooden  parts  of  wagons,  under  cover  and  in  good 
order;  coal,  under  cover  and  according  to  contract;  wood,  carefully 
piled  and  protected;  tools  and  machinery,  properly  eared  for;  cloth¬ 
ing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  properly  packed  and  stored. 


2.  Of  the  Subsistence  Department.  Of  store-houses,  tents,  etc.,  in 
which  stores  and  property  may  be  placed;  the  verification  01  the  sup¬ 
plies  on  hand,  when  practicable;  the  quality  of  the  stores  and  their 
condition  for  army  uses;  whether  the  stores  longest  on  hand  have 
been  issued  first;  whether  sales  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
enlisted  men,  (through  their  commanding  officers,)  under  paragraph 
1229,  Army  Regulations  of  18f>3;  whether  there  are  any  had  or  dam¬ 
aged  stores  on  hand,  specifying  the  articles  and  quantities,  if  any,  and 
the  cause  thereof;  the  condition  of  the  Commissary  store-houses  in 
respect  to  dryness  and  general  fitness  for  the  purpose;  what  security 
these  store-houses  possess  from  fire  and  from  loss  by  theft;  whether 
the  forage  and  other  subsistence  supplies  are  kept  under  sentinels; 
and  any  other  information  which  the  post  commander  may  deem  it 
expedient  to  give  in  regard  to  these  and  kindred  subjects. 

3.  Of  the  Ordnance  Department.  Of  all  relating  to  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores,  the  supply  on  hand,  and  the  care  and  shelter 
afforded  them. 

By  Command  ok  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Canip 


■  GENERA  I.  ORDER 

No.  (i. 

The  following 

master  of  the  Department,  by  all  officers  serving  in  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  Department  in  this  command,  viz: — 

WEEKLY. 

Statement  of  public  funds  for  the  week;  forwarded  through  Chief 
Qnrtermaster  to  Quartermaster  General. 

MONTHLY. 

A  copy  of  the  “Report  of  persons  and  articles  hired,  Form  1,” 
with  a  statement  of  the  date  and  source  of  the  authority  for  such 
employment,  under  the  head  of  remarks. 

A  copy  of  the  “Roll  of  enlisted  men  employed  on  extra  duty  in 
the  Quartermaster’s  Department — Form  3." 

A  personal  report,  with  memoranda  approximately  showing  how 
long  the  fuel  and  forage  on  hand  will  last. 

A  report  of  shipments  over  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

An  abstract  of  “transportation  orders,  received,  issued,  cancelled, 
&c.,”  accompanied  by  the  cancelled  orders. 

A  copy  of  the  “Account  Current — Form  7.” 

“Estimate  of  Funds — Form  24,”  to  be  forwarded  ten  days  preced¬ 
ing  the  month  for  which  the  funds  are  required. 

A  report  of  unfilled  contracts. 

An  abstract,  in  duplicate,  of  expense  incurred  in  transporting  In¬ 
dian  goods — one  copy  through  office  of  Chief  Quartermaster,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  one  copy  for  file  in  Chief 
Quartermaster's  office. 

QUARTERLY. 

A  “report  of  horses,  mules  and  oxen,  received,  transferred,  &c.” 

A  copy  of  the  “Quarterly  return  of  Quartermaster  stores,  received 
and  issued — Form  27.” 

A  statement  and  estimate  of  Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equip¬ 
age. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General . 

Official: 


TEftS'  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

^  .  WjmjAo,  Nebraska,  April  I,  1872. 

s,  C 
* 

reports,  $c\,  will  be  furnished  to  the  Chief  Quarter- 


Aide-de-  Camp , 


HEADQUARTERS  ^PA^MEN^r/oF  THE  PLATTE, 

<),M  Nebraska,  April  2,  1872. 


I. ..The  following  rules  are  established  for  the  observance  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  when  escorts  are  furnished  to  Staff  officers  traveling  on  duty 
within  this  Department,  viz  : — 

1.  The  staff  officer  shall  have  entire  control  of  the  ambulance  or 
other  means  of  transportation  furnished  him. 

2.  The  escort  shall  start  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  staff  officer. 

3.  The  length  of  each  day’s  journey  shall  be  determined  by  the 
staff  officer,  due  regard  being  had  for  animals  and  men.  Should  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  escort  fear  exposure  or  injury  to  his  ani¬ 
mals  or  men  by  the  marches  proposed,  or  camps  necessitated  there¬ 
by,  he  will  advise  the  staff  officer  against  them,  stating  his  reasons 
therefor;  should  the  latter  then  take  action  opposed  to  such  advice, 
the  responsibility  for  any  injuries  or  damage  that  may  occur  shall 
rest  upon  him. 

3.  Camps  should  be 'made  before  sun  set.  The  Commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  escort  shall  establish  the  special  location  and  arrange¬ 
ment  of  his  own  camp  at  the  end  of  each  day’s  journey.  The  staff 
officer  shall  place  his  own  tent,  employees  and  animals,  and  in  such 
relation  to  the  camp  of  the  escort  as  to  be  fully  protected  by  it. 

5.  The  Commanding  officer  of  the  escort  shall  have  exclusive 
■control  of  the  troops,  animals,  forage  and  rations  pertaining  to  it. 
Should  an  attack  occur,  he  will  dispose  of,  command  and  fight  his 
own  men. 

G.  Should  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  escort  consider  that  his 
animals  or  men  injured  or  subjected  to  needless  suffering,  by  reason 
of  unnecessarily  loug  or  exposed  marches  or  bad  camps  imposed  by 
the  staff  officer,  the  former,  on  his  return  to  his  post,  will  report  the 
matter  to  his  Commanding  officer,  who  will  convence  a  Board  of 
Officers,  to  examine  into  the  facts .  of  the  case.  The  staff  officer 
shall  be  heard  in  person  or  by  letter  before  the  Board.  Injuries  to 
the  troops,  when  found  attributable  to  the  action  of  the  staff  officer, 
will  be  reported  by  the  Board.  Damage  to  public  animals  or  prop¬ 
erty,  when  found  attributable  to  the  same  cause,  will  be  assessed  by 
the  Board  upon  the  staff  officer. 


The  proceedings  of  the  Board  will  be  forwarded,  by  the  Command 
ing  officer  of  the  post,  to  these  Headquarters. 

7.  Hereafter,  when  they  can  be  obtained  at  the  place  of  starting, 
spring  wagons  will  be  furnished  for  infantry  escorts  to  Paymasters, 
who  travel  by  such  kind  of  conveyance.  The  Commanding  officer 
of  such  infantry  escorts  will  be  mounted.  Escorts  will  be  placed 
with  reference  to  the  conveyances  of  staff  officers,  as  the  latter  may 
request,  except  in  moments  of  danger.  As  a  rule,  the  slowest  team 
will  lead  the  train. 

ir...In  case  of  fire  at  any  post  or  camp  in  this  Department,  the 
Commanding  officer  will  at  once  convene  a  Board  of  Officers,  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  all  circumstances  attending  it.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Board  will  be  forwarded  to  these  Headquarters. 

III...  Attention  is  called  to  circular  of  June  7,  1871,  from  the  War 
Department,  promulgated  in  General  Orders  No.  58,  of  1871,  from 
these  Headquarters,  and  circular  of  March  25,  1872,  from  the  War 
Department,  which  deny  to  Post  Traders  the  privileges  of  the  pay 
table.  As  the  Trader  has  no  right  to  collect  at  the  pay  table,  no 
officer  can  act  as  his  agent  there  for  that  purpose.  Accordingly,  so 
much  of  Paragraph  1,  of  General  Orders  No.  55,  of  1871,  from 
these  Headquarters,  as  prescribes  forms  of  checks,  payable  to  the 
Post  Trader,  to  be  used  by  soldiers  and  approved  by  company  com¬ 
manders,  is  hereby  rescinded. 

The  Post  Trader  is  now  placed  towards  the  soldier  in  the  same  po¬ 
sition  as  other  persons  that  may  trust  him;  and  it  is  to  be  understood 
by  all  concerned,  that  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  any  officer  to  en¬ 
force,  by  military  authority,  the  collection  of  debts  due  by  enlisted 
men. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  Gknkral  Oki>: 

GEO.  D.  KUGGL.ES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  4,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  8.  ; 

Captain  Henry  G.  Litchfield,  2d  Artillery,  A.  D.  C.,  is  announced 
as  Acting  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Department,  to  date  from  Janua¬ 
ry  3,  1872. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RCGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


HEADQUAl?rERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  April  21,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  } 

No.  9.  } 

1. . .Target  practice,  in  accordance  with  the  system  adopted  by  the 
War  Department,  May  30th,  1862,  will  hereafter  be  required  on 
Monday  of  each  week,  at  the  several  posts  in  this  Department,  ex¬ 
cept  when  impracticable  on  account  of  inclement  weather,  when  it 
will  take  place  on  the  first  fair  day,  Sunday  excepted,  thereafter. — 
All  men  of  the  companies  present,  excepting  the  sick,  guard,  bakers 
and  one  company  cook,  will  attend  this  practice.  Under  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  contained  in  letter  from  the  Adjutant 
General's  Office,  dated  April  17,  1872,  three  ball  cartridges  per 
man  per  week  are  authorized  for  this  practice. 

Reports  of  the  firing  will  be  rendered  weekly  to  the  Post  comman¬ 
der  by  Company  commanders,  and  a  consolidated  monthly  report 
will  be  sent  to  these  Headquarters  by  the  Post  commander,  on  the 
last  day  of  each  month.  These  comapny  and  consolidated  reports 
will  show,  by  name,  the  best  shot,  number  of  shots  fired,  number  of 
hits,  average  distance  of  hits  from  centre  of  target,  with  the  name  of 
each  absentee  and  cause  of  his  absence.  At  the  foot  of  each  con¬ 
solidated  monthly  report,  the  Post  commander  will  add  such  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  arms  and  ammunition  as  may  have  been  rendered 
necessary  or  proper  by  the  practice. 

11.. .Commanding  officers  of  posts  in  Indian  country,  in  this  De¬ 
partment,  are  authorized  to  issue  cartridges,  for  the  use  of  their 
garrisons,  from  time  to  time  as  needed. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  April  22,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  10.  j 

First  Lieutenant  Placidus  Ord,  19th  Infantry,  Aide-de-Camp  to 
the  Commanding  General,  having  reported  at  these  Headquarters, 
is  hereby  announced  accordingly. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  7,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  11.  } 

Under  date  of  April  2,  1872,  the  President  has  confirmed  and  de¬ 
clared  an  extension  of  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Laramie, 
with  boundaries  hereinafter  described,  and  the  same  is  announced 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  viz: — 

Commencing  at  a  point  on  the  prolongation  of  the  eastern  boun¬ 
dary  of  the  reservation  as  described  in  General  Orders  No.  34,  of 
1869,  from  these  Headquarters: — six  (6)  miles  from  where  it  cross¬ 
es  the  south  bank  of  the  North  Platte  river;  thence  running  east 
thirty-five  (35)  degrees  south  eight  (8)  miles  and  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty  (2260)  feet  to  pile  of  stones  on  a  peak  in  a  high 
ridge;  thence  east  fifty-one  (51)  degrees  five  (5)  minutes  and  forty- 
five  (45)  seconds  south  three  (3)  miles  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
and  sixty  (2860)  feet  to  peak  of  a  sharp  conical  butte;  thence  east 
thirty-five  (35)  degrees  south  twelve  (12)  miles  and  five  thousand 
and  ninety  (5090)  feet  to  Horse  Creek;  thence  east  seventeen  (17) 
degrees  and  fifteen  (15)  minutes  south  two  (2)  miles  and  eleven 
hundred  and  forty  (1140)  feet  to  north  point  of  Horse  Creek  butte; 
thence  east  no  (0)  degrees  and  forty-five  (45)  minutes  north  eleven 
(11)  miles  and  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  (4170)  feet 
to  angle  on  Scott’s  Bluffs;  thence  easterly  along  the  crest  of  Scott’s 
Bluffs  to  North  Platte  river;  thence  across  to  north  bank  of  said 
river;  thence  westerly  along  north  bank  of  said  river  to  intersection 
with  eastern  boundary  of  present  reservation;  thence  due  south  to 
place  of  beginning. 

General  Orders  No.  45,  of  1871,  from  these  Headquarters,  is  a- 
mended  accordingly. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  May  16,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  12. 


1.. .The  Department  of  the  Platte  is  hereby  divided  into  Districts 
to  be  constituted  as  follows,  viz : — 

1.  District  of  the  East  Platte — To  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
Department  included  between  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  east  and 
Longitude  99  on  the  west.  Headquarters  Omaha  Barracks,  Neb. 
Colonel  I.  N.  Palmer,  2d  Cavalry,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

2.  District  of  the  Republican — To  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
Department  lying  between  Longitude  99  and  102.  Headquarters 
Fort  McPherson,  Neb.  Colonel  J.  J.  Reynolds,  3d  Cavalry,  is  as¬ 
signed  to  the  command. 

3.  District  of  the  South  Platte — To  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
Department  lying  south  of  Latitude  41°  45',  and  between  Longitude 
102  and  106  J,  inclusive  of  such  parts  of  the  U.  P.  Railroad  between 
these  longitudes,  as  may  lie  north  of  Latitude  41°  45'.  Head¬ 
quarters  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  W.  T.  Colonel  John  H.  King,  9th  In¬ 
fantry,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

4.  District  of  the  Black  Hills — To  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
Department  lying  north  of  Latitude  41°  45',  and  between  Longi¬ 
tude  102  and  106$,  exclusive  of  such  parts  of  the  U.  P.  Rail¬ 
road,  as  may  lie  between  these  longitudes.  Headquarters  Fort  Lar¬ 
amie,  W.  T.  Colonel  John  E.  Smith,  14th  Infantry,  is  assigned  to 
the  command. 

5.  District  of  the  Green  River — To  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
Department  lying  between  Longitude  106$  and  its  western  bounda¬ 
ries,  except  Utah  Territory.  Headquarters  Fort  Fred.  Steele,  W. 
T.  Colonel  P.  R.  de  Trobriand,  1 3th  Infantry,  is  assigned  to  the 
command. 

6.  District  of  Utah — To  comprise  all  of  Utah  Territory.  Head¬ 
quarters  Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  A.  Morrow, 
13th  Infantry,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

11..  .Each  District  Commander  will  retain  command  of  his  post, 
and  may  detail  his  Regimental  or  Post  Adjutant  for  duty  as  Acting 
Assistant  Adj  utant  General  at  District  Headquarters.  No  other  Dis¬ 
trict  Staff  will  be  allowed  without  special  authority. 

The  object  in  establishing  Districts  is  to  facilitate  the  movement 
and  concentration  of  troops  in  case  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  not  to 
increase  official  correspondence.  No  returns  of  troops,  by  Districts, 
will  be  required  from  District  Commanders.  Stated  reports,  returns 
etc.,  will  be  sent  as  heretofore  by  Post  Commanders  direct  to  De¬ 
partment  Headquarters.  Such  returns,  reports,  etc.,  as  may  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  keep  the  District  Commander  informed  of  the  fighting 
strength  of  his  command  may  be  required  by  him. 

Troops  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians  will  not  confine  themselves 
to  District  limits,  but  will  pass  such  boundaries  whenever  required 
to  ensure  success. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 


Official: 


GEO.  D.  RDGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


i 


•  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  17,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS, 

No.  13. 


1.. . The  inspections  and  reports  required  by  Paragraph  3,  General 
Orders  No.  5,  current  series,  from  these  Headquarters,  will  here¬ 
after  be  made  within  the  five  days  succeeding  each  muster-day,  in¬ 
stead  of  monthly. 

11.. .Telegrams  to  these  Headquarters  from  members  of  this  com¬ 
mand,  except  by  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Company 
which  is  subsidized,  will  in  all  cases  be  sent  pre-paid. 

111. . .The  following  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  touching 
medical  treatment  of  civilians  in  Post  Hospitals,  is  published  for 
general  information,  and  will  govern  in  this  Department,  in  all  cases 
to  which  it  applies,  viz  : — 

“The  admission  of  civilians  to  Post  Hospitals  for  medical  treat¬ 
ment  is  so  exceedingly  objectionable,  that  it  should  not  be  tolerated, 
except  in  cases  of  the  direst  necessity,  and  then  only  upon  the 
written  statement  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer,  that  such  admission 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  life.  A  reasonable 
charge  should  be  made  for  the  board  of  such  inmate,  and  all 
moneys  received  from  such  sources,  whether  for  food,  medicines  or 
medical  attendance  should  be  added  to  the  Hospital  fund,  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  as  such.” 


By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska,  June  3,^1 872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  I 

No.  14.  } 

Paragraph  IV,  General  Orders  No.  63,  of  1869,  from  these 
Headquarters,  is  so  modified  as  to  give  to  Post  Commanders  dis 
cretion,  between  the  1st  day  of  June  and  the  15th  day  of  September, 
to  dispense  with  epaulettes  and  scales,  to  authorize  straw  hats  and 
blouses  to  be  worn  on  and  off  duty,  and  to  permit  officers,  when  not 
on  parade  under  arms,  to  wear  white  pantaloons. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  June  13,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  15.  ; 

Major  Simeon  Smith,  Paymaster  U.  S.  ^.rmy,  having  reported  to 
the  Commanding  General  in  obedience  to  Paragraph  4,  Special  Or¬ 
ders  No.  106,  current  series,  from  the  War  Department,  is  announced 
as  Chief  Paymaster  of  this  Department. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RTTGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Cainp. 


' 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska,  June  17,  1872. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  16.  j 

1.. .Post  commanders  will  note  on  Reports  of  Target  Practice,  the 
size  of  target  and  its  distance  from  firing  point. 

11. . .The  following  extract  from  an  endorsement  of  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Army,  dated  May  18,  1872,  is  published  for  the  in¬ 
formation  and  guidance  of  all  concerned,  viz: — 

“The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  against  the  payment  of  extra 
duty  pay  to  soldiers  employed  as  clerks  to  Post  Quartermasters, 
Post  Commissaries  of  Subsistence,  Regimental  clerks,  company 
clerks,  and  clerks  at  Post  Headquarters.” 


By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 


Of 


Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  July  9,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  17.  j 

1.. .  First  Lieutenant  Cullen  Bryant,  Ordnance  Department,  hav¬ 
ing  reported  to  the  Commanding  General,  in  obedience  to  instruct¬ 
ions  from  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  will  relieve  Captain  John  R.  Mc- 
Ginness,  Ordnance  Department,  in  the  duties  of  Chief  Ordnance 
Officer  of  this  Department,  and  in  command  of  the  Ordnance 
Depot,  Omaha. 

11.. .  Captain  John  R.  McGinness,  Ordnance  Department,  will  be 
relieved  from  duty  in  this  Department  on  the  16th  instant,  and  will 
then  proceed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  Paragraph  14,  Spec¬ 
ial  Orders  No.  144,  current  series,  from  the  War  Department. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


% 


# 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


Omaha ,  Nebraska,  July  11,  1872. 


1.. .  Colonel  J.  V.  Bomford ,  8th  Infantry,  is  assigned  temporarily 
to  the  duty  of  Acting  Assistant  Inspector  General  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  is  hereby  announced  accordingly.  He  will  continue  to 
exercise  the  command  of  his  regiment. 

11.. .  Until  the  arrival  of  the  six  companies  of  the  8th  Infantry, 
now  in  the  Department  of  Dakota,  the  Headquarters  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  will  be  established  in  this  city.  Quarters  for  the  commission¬ 
ed  and  non-commissioned  staff  and  band  of  the  regiment  will  be 
provided  at  Omaha  Barracks. 


By  Command  or  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp 
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>'  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 


V 


Omaha ,  Nebraska ,  July  24,  18V  2. 


1..  .Reports  of  scouts  and  expeditions  will  contain  all  reliable  in¬ 
formation  obtainable  concerning  the  resources  of  new  and  unsettled 
districts  passed  over  by  the  troops.  Such  reports  will  be  furnished, 
complete  or  in  part,  to  the  local  press  near  Headquarters,  for  pub¬ 
lication,  and  officers  making  them  will  receive  credit  accordingly. 

11..  .Before  sending  troops  to  pursue  Indians  charged  with  steal¬ 
ing  or  killing  stock,  Post  commanders  will  satisfy  themselves  that 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  the  offence  has  been  committed,  and 
that  proper  care  has  been  taken  to  watch  the  stock,  or,  at  frequent 
intervals,  to  identify  it,  as  present.  Complaints  will  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  reliable  when  made  by  owners,  whose  stock  run  at  large  over 
great  distances,  without  herders  or  proper  care.  Commanders  will 
have  this  order  circulated,  so  that  stock  owners  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  respective  posts  may  know  its  import. 

III.  .Leaves  of  absence,  to  members  of  this  command,  will  take 
effect  from  the  dates  upon  which  officers  holding  them  pass  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Department,  and  will  terminate  upon  the  dates  of 
their  return  within  its  boundaries. 

IV.  ..The  quarterly  reports  of  Post  commanders,  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  not  in  hands  of  troops,  will 
be  discontinued,  and  the  information  formerly  contained  in  them 
will  hereafter  be  embodied  in  the  bi-monthly  inspection  reports  of 
posts  by  their  Commanding  officers.  These  officers  will  state  in 
their  reports  the  amount  of  serviceable  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  in  their  possession,  not  in  hands  of  troops,  which,  in  their 
judgment,  it  would  be  advisable  to  issue,  to  transfer  to  some  other 
post,  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of. 

V. ..The  attention  of  officers,  and  especially  of  officers  command¬ 
ing  posts,  in  this  command,  is  called  to  the  fact  that  a  large  portion 
of  their  mail  matter  for  these  Headquarters  is  not  fully  pre-paid, 
and  is  accordingly  held  for  postage,  and  delayed  in  delivery  in  (his 
city. 


By  Commaxd  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RCGGI.ES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


'  Av<y. 


Aide-de-Camp 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  August  5, 1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  20.  j 

1..  .Discretion  is  hereby  given  to  Post  Commanders  to  remove 
balls  and  chains  from  prisoners  wearing  them  under  sentences  of 
General  Courts  Martial,  whenever  sickness  or  good  conduct  may 
require  or  warrant  such  action. 

11..  .The  following  endorsement  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  dated  July  29,  1872,  has  been  communicated  from  Division 
Headquarters  and  is  promulgated  for  the  information  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  viz: — 

“Applications  for  the  transfer  of  enlisted  men  from  one  arm  of 
the  service  to  another  cannot  be  favorably  considered.” 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 


Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


.  ' -  1 


HEA^QC^tBTfiRS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska,  September  14,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  21.  } 

1.. . By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Paragraph  III,  General 
Orders  No.  19,  current  series,  from  these  Headquarters,  is  revoked. 

11.. .111. future,  applications  to  these  Headquarters  for  leaves  of 
absence,  will  specify  the  day  upon  which  the  applicant  proposes  to 
leave  his  post,  in  order  that  the  date  from  which  his  leave  is  to  take 
effect  may  be  so  fixed  and  stated  in  the  order  granting  it,  as  to  cover 
the  probable  period  of  his  detention  from  snows,  or  otherwise,  while 
en  route. 

111. . .Commanding  officers  of  companies  serving  within  this  De¬ 
partment,  in  whose  hands  experimental  arms  have  been  placed  for 
trial,  will  hereafter  make  duplicate  copies  of  their  monthly  reports 
upon  those  arms,  one  to  be  sent,  as  heretofore,  to  the  Chief  of  Ord¬ 
nance,  and  the  other  to  the  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  at  these  Head¬ 
quarters.  The  necessary  blanks  for  the  additional  copy  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of  the  Department. 

By  Command  op  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


■ 

SV  .  ’ 

■ 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha ,  Nebraska,  September  26,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  22.  i 

1.. .The  Districts  of  the  East  Platte,  Republican,  South  Platte, 
Black  Hills,  Green  River,  and  Utah  will  be  discontinued  from  the 
30th  instant. 

11. . .To  enable  him  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  Paragraph  1, 
Special  Orders  No.  168,  current  series,  from  these  Headquarters, 
Colonel  J.  V.  Bomford,  8th  Infantry,  will  be  relieved  from  duty  as 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector  General  at  these  Headquarters,  on  the 
1st  proximo. 

Bv  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha.  Nebraska.  October  25,  1872. 

CENTRAL  ORDERS.  1 

No.  23. 

1.. . 1.  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  all  persons  in  the  military  service  sending  telegrams  from  or  to 
posts  immediately  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  will,  whenever 
practicable,  and  injurious  delay  will  not  thereby  ensue,  use  the  At¬ 
lantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph,  which  is  subsidized,  instead  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph,  which  is  no  longer  subsidized. 

11. . .At  payments  of  troops,  Post  Commanders  will  require  each 
soldier  present  at  the  post,  and  not  incapacitated  by  sickness,  to  be 
presented  at  the  pay  table  to  receive  his  pay  in  person.  The  sick 
confined  to  hospital  and  the  Hospital  Matron  will  be  paid  in  person 
by  the  Paymaster  at  the  hospital. 

111. . .As  additional  proof  of  identity  of  discharged  soldiers  who 
cannot  write  their  names,  Company  Commanders  and  Adjutants 
commanding  regimental  bands  and  non-commissioned  staffs  will 
specify  in  their  reports,  under  Paragraph  V,  General  Orders  No. 
44,  of  1871,  from  these  Headquarters,  and  Paragraph  I,  General 
Orders  No.  8,  current  series,  from  the  War  Department,  of  dis¬ 
charge  to  the  Chief  Paymaster  of  the  Department,  such  scars,  marks 
or  physical  peculiarities  of  the  men,  as  loss  or  other  special  and  dis¬ 
tinctive  characteristic  of  fingers,  teeth,  hair,  toes,  feet,  etc.,  as  will 
enable  the  soldiers  to  be  easily  and  speedily  recognized  when  pre¬ 
senting  themselves  for  final  payment. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

geo.  d.  rugglks, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Generat. 


Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


'  -  - 


■ 


■ 

■ 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  November  20,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  24.  j 


7 


Major  II.  B.  Burnham,  Judge  Advocate,  having  reported  to  the 
Commanding  General  in  obedience  1o  Paragraph  4,  Special  Orders 
No.  276,  current  series,  from  the  War  Department,  Adjutant  General’s 
Office,  is  announced  as  Judge  Advocate  of  this  Department. 

By  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Okd: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 


Official: 


Aide-de-  Camp. 


‘vV'tS 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PLATTE, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  November  21,  1872. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  1 

No.  25.  ] 

Major  T.  II.  Stanton ,  Paymaster,  having  reported  to  the  Com¬ 
manding  General  in  obedience  to  Paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No. 
278,  current  series,  from  the  War  Department,  Adjutant  General's 
Office,  is  asssigned  to  duty  at  these  Headquarters,  under  the  orders 
of  the  Chief  Paymaster  of  the  Department. 

Bv  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Ord: 

geo.  n.  ruggi.es, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


HE.it^lMiR^ns  department  of  the  platte, 

Omaha ,  Nebraska,  December  19,  1872. 

G  EXE  RAT,  ORDERS,  7 

No.  2G.  ) 


1.. .Tn  future  all  estimates  for  building  material,  requiring  action 
at  these  Headquarters,  will  be  made-owt-jsymrately  from  those  for 
other  Quartermaster  Stores,  and  will  be  forwarded  in  duplicate  with 
full  explanations  of  the  particular  necessity  and  probable  cost  of 
each  article. 

J I... Officers  of  this  command  detailed  on  General  Recruiting 
Service,  under  General  Orders  No.  101,  current  scries,  from  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  will  be  relieved  from  duly  by  their 
Commanding  officers,  tit  the  posts  at  which  they  may  be  serving,  in 
season  to  report  in  person  to  the  Superintendents  of  their  respective 
arms  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1873. 

111..  As  lack  of  accuracy  anil  care  is  shown  in  the  reports 
of  target  practice  received  at  these  Headquarters,  Commanding  offi¬ 
cers  of  posts  and  com  panics  are  hereby  directed  to  give  the  matter 
their  especial  personal  attention.  Company  Commanders  will  in 
person  verify  all  measurements.  To  calculate  the  average  distance 
of  all  the  hits  at  a  Sirin,;,  they  will  measure  from  the  centre  of  each 
ball-hole  to  the  centre  of  the  target,  then  add  these  measurements 
and  divide  the  sum  thereof  by  the  actual  number  of  hits.  The 
strength  and  direction  of  the  wind,  whether  across  or  oblique;  with, 
or  against  the  line  of  fire,  will  be  noted  on  all  reports  of  target 
practice.  Post  Commanders  will  see  that  their  monthly  reports  be 
correct  abstracts  of  the  company  reports,  and  especially  that  the 
number  of  hits  and  average  distance  of  these  hits  from  centre  of 
targets  be  correctly  reported.  They  will  personally  inspeet  all  the 
targets  with  a  view  of  detecting  any  mistakes  in  measurements, 
and  will  encourage  every  Company  commander  to  do  the  same. 

Target  practice  will  be  continued  once  a  week  during  the  winter, 
on  the  first  day  in  the  week  on  which  the  weather  may  be  sufficient¬ 
ly  pleasant  for  it  to  be  held,  Sundays  excepted.  When  the  weath¬ 
er  will  not  permit  outdoor  practice,  simulated  practice  in  company 
quarters  will  be  held,  at  which  all  recruits,  even  though  ou  guard, 
aud  extra  and  daily  duty  men  will  attend. 


The  Depart ment  Commander  proposes  to  send  to  the  Army  and 
Nary  Journal  hereafter,  for  publication,  summary  reports  of  target 
practice,  showing  the  company  making  the  best  shooting.  The  caval¬ 
ry  have  thus  far  shown  themselves  better  marksmen  than  the  infantry. 
He  hopes  that  the  infantry  will  spare  no  effort  for  successful  compe¬ 
tition  with  the  cavalry  in  future  target  practice.  If  there  be  any 
fault  in  the  new  infantry  arm  to  account  for  the  marked  difference 
between  the  shooting  of  that  and  the  cavalry  arm,  infantry  officers 
are  expected  to  report  it  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  remedy.  A  simple 
plan  to  detect  this  difference  is  for  Post  commanders,  when  both 
infantry  and  cavalry  are  represented,  to  issue  both  weapons,  for 
special  trial  practice  only,  to  some  of  the  most  expert  shots  at  the 
post,  and  with  these  men  give  tbe  arms  a  comparative  trial. 

By  Command  op  Bkioadikr  Gknkral  Ord: 

GKO,  li.  ItUGIil.KS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General- 

Official: 


Aide-de-Camp. 


LIBRARY 


Ti 

||ar  department  ibrarg*  ^  1 

DIVISION. 

SECTION.  SHELF. 

. . a'] 

^ . 

4  pi 

